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A 
DESCRIPTION 

O   F 

ENGLAND  and  WALES. 

I  .■-..-., 

CUMBERLAND. 

??^^^UMBERLAND  is  divided  into  five 
M  p  ?^  parts,  called  Wards;  namely,  Cumber- 
^  ^  land  Ward,  North  Allerdale,  South  Al- 
)s/tW%'Si  lerdale,  which  two  V/ards  are  feparated 
by  the  river  Derwent,  one  being  above  and  the 
other  below  it ;  Leth  Ward  and  Edidale  Ward. 
No  other  county  is  divided  in  this  manner;  but 
the  meaning  of  the  word  ward  may  eafily  be 
known  :  for  Cumberland  being fituated  on  the  bor- 
ders, betwixt  England  and  Scotland,  we  may 
well  imagine,  that  watch  and  ward  were  con- 
ftantly  kept,  for  fecuring  the  frontiers,  the  moft 
natural  divifion  of  the  county  therefore  was  into 
wards  or  guards  ;  and  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  vv'ards  by  turns 
<iid  duty  on  the  borders,  and  perhaps  defended  the 
wall  fo  well  known  to  crofs  this  county.  A  great 
deal  of  land  has  formerly  been  held  in  England  by 
Caftleward,  and  this  county  might  probably  have, 
enjoyed  particular  immunities  for  undertaking  the 
delence  of  the  borders. 
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'  There  is  one  city  in  Cumberland,  namely,  Car- 
lifle,  and  the  fourteen  market  towns  following, 
Cockermouth,  Abbey  Holm,  Alftonmore,  Bootle, 
Brampton,  Egremont,  Ireby,  Kefwick,  Kirk- 
ofvvald,  Langtown,  Penwith,  Ravenglafs,  White- 
haven and  Wigton.  There  are  about  ninety  pa- 
rlfhes  in  the  county,  which  lies  in  the  province  of 
York,  and  diocefes  of  Chefter  and  Carlifle,  fend- 
ing fix  members  to  parliament ;  namely,  two  re- 
prefentatives  for  the  county,  two  for  the  city  of 
Carlifle,  and  the  fame  number  for  Cockermouth. 
This  county  gave  the  title  of  Earl  to  the  Clif- 
fords j  the  third  earl  of  which  family,  juftly  re- 
nowned for  his  naval  exploits,  dying  in  1605, 
was  fucceeded  by  Francis  his  brother,  and  he  by 
Francis  his  fon,  who  left  iffue  only  a  daughter,  fo 
that  the  title  became  extinct  in  1643.  Prince 
George  of  Denmark,  fpoufe  of  queen  Anne,  was 
created  duke  of  Cumberland,  and  the  title  had 
been  alfo  borne  by  Rupert,  prince  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  It  was  afterwards  enjoyed  by  his  late 
royal  highnefs  prince  William,  fecond  fon  of  his 
late  majefty,  as  it  is  now  by  his  royal  highnefs 
{ienry  Frederick,  his  majefty's  brother. 

We  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  fome  account  of 
the  principal  places  in  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
according  to  their  fituation  with  refped  to  the 
roads. 

On  entering  this  county  by  the  road  which 
leads  from  Ulverfton  in  Lancafhire,  we  come  to 
MiLLUM  town  and  caftle,  which  are  fituated  near 
the  moft  fouthern  borders  of  the  county.  This 
was  the  lordfhip  of  Godard  de  Boyvil,  who  built 
the  caftle,  of  which  there  are  ftill  fome  remains, 
and  from  whom  was  defcended  Arthur,  from 
hence  furnamed  de  Milium. 

About  three  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Milium 
h  BooTtE,  or  Bqy/telLj  which  is  fituated  five 
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miles  fouth  of  Ravenglafs,  near  the  fouthern  ex- 
tremity of  the  county.  This  was  formerly  the  in- 
heritance of  the  Cowplands,  who  held  it  foon  af- 
ter the  conquell,  giving  name  to  this  extremity  of 
the  county.  It  is  but  a  fmall  town  ;  it  has  an 
inconfiderable  marl^t  on  Wednesdays,  and  two 
annual  fairs,  namely,  on  April  5,  and  Septem- 
ber 24,  for  cloth  and  corn. 

Five  miles  north  of  Bootle  is  RavenglAss, 
which  is  feated  twelve  miles  fouth-fouth-eaft  of 
Egreniont,  twenty-fix  weft  of  Amblefide,  and 
272  north-weft  of  London.  It  is  a  well-built 
town,  fituated  between  the  Efk,  Irt  and  Mute, 
and  the  Efk  and  Mute  falling  here  into  the  fea, 
form  a  good  harbour  for  (hips  ;  the  inhabitants 
have  a  confiderable  trade  and  fiftiery,  with  the 
privilege  of  taking  wood  from  the  royal  forefts  or 
manors,  to  make  their  engines  or  weirs,  called 
Fifh-garths,  in  the  river  E(k,  which  was  granted 
them  by  king  John.  It  has  a  market  on  Satur- 
day, and  two  fairs,  on  June  8,  and  Aug.  5,  for 
horfes,  horned  cattle  and  yarn.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
derive  its  name  from  the  Irifh  words,  Rav'igh  and 
Glas^  which  fignify  a  braky  green,  fuch  being  the 
fpot  on  which  it  ftands. 

Tv/o  miles  and  a  half  to  the  north  of  Raven- 
glafs, and  about  an  mile  and  a  half  out  of  the  road 
to  Egremont,  is  Moncaster,  which  was  a  feat 
belonging  to  the  lordihip  of  Milium,  but  now  is 
the  eftate  of  the  Pennington's,  who  have  had  a 
manlion-houfe  there  ever  fmce  the  conqueft.  This 
place  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  family,  to 
fhelter  the  inhabitants  againft  the  cold  air  of  the 
fea ;  for  the  old  town  was  more  expofed  ;  but 
the  ruins  of  it  are  ftill  remaining. 

Carlton  is  afmall  village  about  fix  miles  north- 

weft  of  Ravenglafs,  and  a  mile  and  an  half  out  of 
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the  road,  feated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Irt, 
chiefly  inhabited  by  huibandmen. 

At  about  tVsTo  miles  diftance  from  it  to  the  north- 
caft  is  Irton,  a  village  on  the  river  Irt,  at  the 
mouth  of  which,  the  inhabitants  formerly  ufed  to 
filli  for  pearl-mufcles,  and  fome  gentlemen  even 
procured  a  patent  for  that  purpofe ;  but  it  turned 
out  to  no  confiderable  advantage.  It  was  the  eftate 
and  manor  of  the  Irtons,  of  which  was  Ralph  de 
Irton,  biihop  of  Carlifle,  in  1280. 

Egremont  is  a  confiderable  town,  on  the  fiime 
road,  about  feventeen  miles  north  of  Ravenglafs, 
fix  fouth-eall:  of  Whitehaven,  fourteen  fouth-welt 
of  Cockermouth,  thirty-nine  on  the  fame  point 
fiom  Carlifle,  and  297  north-weft  of  London.  It 
is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  little  river  Broad- 
v/ater,  over  which  it  has  tv/o  bridges.  Before  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Firfl:,  it  was  a  borough, 
nnd  fent  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  which  pri- 
vileges are  now  loft.  The  church  here  is  a  hand- 
fome  edifice,  and  there  was  formerly  a  ftrong  caf- 
tle  to  defend  the  tov/n.  .There  are  at  prefent 
but  fmall  remains  of  this  fortrefs,  except  a  tower, 
which  is  almoft  entire,  and  thought  to  have  been 
the  gateway,  and  fome  ruins  of  walls  difperfed 
here  and  there.  Egremont-caftle  was  built  foon 
after  the  conqueft,  by  William  de  Mefchines,  bro- 
ther of  Ranulphj  the  firft  earl  of  Cumberland, 
who  gave  him  the  barony  of  Copeland,  in  which 
he  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  the  Firft,  when 
that  barony  was  changed  to  the  barony  of  Egre- 
mont. From  him,  for  want  of  male  iflue,  it  pall- 
ed fucceffively  to  the  Lucies,  Moltons,  Fitz  Wal- 
ters, and  Radcliffs,  earls  of  Suflex.  In  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  the  Sixth,  Thomas  Percy  was  cre- 
ated baron  of  Egremont ;  and  tho'  he  left  no  ilTue, 
the  barony  remained  in  the  family  of  the  Perciqs, 
earls  ofNorthumberlandjUH  Jofceline  thelaft  earl, 
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who  left  only  a  daughter,  married  to  his  grace 
Charles  Seymour  -,  duke  of  Somerfet,  and  for  want 
of  ifTue  male  in  that  family,  it  foon  afterwards 
came,  by  the  marriage  of  the  co-heirefs,  to  the 
Windhams,  which  family  now  enjoys  the  eftate, 
together  with  the  title  of  earl  of  Egremont.  There 
is  a  weekly  market  held  in  this  town  on  Satur- 
days, and  it  has  one  annual  fair  on  September  19, 
for  horfes  and  horned  cattle. 

About  three  miles  weft  of  Egremont,  is  a  pro- 
montory called  St.  Bees,  fo  named  from  St.  Be- 
gagh,  or  St.  Bega,  a  nun  from  Ireland,  who  is 
faid  to  have  founded  a  fmall  monaftery  here,  about 
the  year  650  ;  and  a  church  being  built  to  her 
memory,  houfes  were  afterwards  erected  near  it, 
and  it  became  in  procefs  of  time  a  tov/n  of  fome 
note.  The;  nunnery,  built  by  St.  Bega,  was  pro- 
bably deftroyed  before  the  conqueft^  but  there 
was  afterwards  a  benedidline  priory  founded  and 
endowed  here  by  William  de  Mefchines,  lord  of 
Copeland,  who  dedicated  it  to  St.  Bega,  and 
made  it  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary"s  at  York, 
which  was  conftantly  to  keep  a  prior  and  fix 
Monks  here.  It  was  endowed  partly  by  himfelf, 
partly  by  his  fon  Ranulph,  and  by  William  de 
Fortibus,  earl  of  Albemarle,  and  other  nobles. 
At  the  difToiution  ft  was  valued,  according  to 
Dugdale,  at  143I.  17s.  2d.  per  annum;  and,  ac- 
cording to  Speed,  at  149  1.  16s.  6d.  It  is  now 
a  parochial  church,  and  the  impropriator  is  Sir 
James  Lowther,  Bart.  T  here  is  here  a  good 
grammar  fchool,  founded  and  endowed  by  Dr. 
Edmund  Grindall,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who 
was  born  here,  which  fchool  has  been  fmce  much 
improved  by  others.  The  right  of  prefentin2:  a 
mafter  is  in  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  Queen's 
college  in  Oxford. 

A  4  White- 
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About  three  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Egremont,  is  a 
mount  or  hill,  on  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  fort  or 
caftle,  of  an  oblong  form  ;  the  main  entrance  was 
at  the  eaft  end,  and  there  is  another  at  the  weft 
end,  oppofite  thereto.  Near  this  is  a  little  round 
hill,  now  called  Cony-garth,  about  twelve  yards 
high,  and  fix  broad  at  the  top,  which  was  made 
life  of  as  a  watch  tower ;  and  from  it  is  a  fine  prof- 
pe61:  overall  the  adjacent  country  and  fea;  the 
fort  is  called,  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitartts, 
Carnarvon  Caflle,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  work  of 
the  ancient  Britons. 

Whitehaven  is  fix  miles  north  of  Egremont, 
ten  miles  fouth- weft  of  Cockermouth,  forty  fouth- 
weft  of  Carlifle,  and  289  north-weft  of  London. 
It  is  fo   called  from  a  great  rock  of  hard,  white 
ftone,  ftanding  to  the  weft  of  it,  by  the  fide  of 
the  harbour.     It  is  a  populous  and  rich  town,  and 
has  been   greatly  improved   and  adorned  by  the^ 
Lovvther  family.     It  furniflies  Ireland,  and  part 
of  Scotland,  with    fait  and  coals,  there  being  a 
prodigious  coal-mine  near  it,  which  runs  a  con* 
iiderable  way  under  the  fea,  and  except  Newcaftle, 
is  the  principal  fea-port  for  the  latter  commodity, 
200  fail  of  (hips,  in  time  of  war,  or  after  con- 
trary winds,  having  gone  off"  at  once  for  Dublin. 
The  harbour  and  the  road  to  it  have  been,  of  late 
years,  much  improved  by  feveral  acSls  of  parlia- 
/'ment,  and  the  inhabitants,  fome  years  fince,  built 
a  new  church  at  their  own  expence.     As  no  na- 
vigable river  falls  into  the  fea  in  this  place,  the 
fhips  take  in  their  coals  ir^the  road  \  but  in  fpring 
tides  run  into   the   Haven   with    the    flood,    or 
ftand  away  to  St.  Bees,  where  there  is  good  an- 
chorage and  fafe  riding.  It  has  a  market  on  Thurf- 
days,  and  one  fair  on  Aug.  i,  for  merchandize 
and  toys.     There  is  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  feveral 
officers  to  receive  the  cuftoms. 

Two 


CUMBERLAND.  9 

Two  miles  north  of  Whitehaven,  in  the  road 
to  Workington,  is  the  village  of  A4oresby,  feat- 
ed  on  the  fea-coaft,  v^here  is  a  harbour  for  fhips* 
The  fhores  hereabouts  vi^ere  all  fortified  by  theilo- 
mans,  as  appears  by  the  ruins  j  but  moftly  in  thofe 
places  where  there  was  a  conveniency  for  landing. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  this  was  a  Roman  fort ; 
but  this  is  uncertain  ;  however,  feveral  remains  of  ' 
Roman  antiquities,  and ftones  with  infcriptionshavc 
been  found  here.  An  altar  was  dug  up  not  many 
years  fince,  with  a  little  horned  image  of  Sylva- 
nus,  to  whom  it  was  dedicated.  Not  far  from 
hence  is  Hay  Caftle,  a  piece  of  antiquity,  which 
the  inhabitants  affirm  formerly  belonged  to  the 
noble  family  of  the  Morefbys. 

Workington  is  feated  four  miles  north  of 
Morefby,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Derwent, 
not  far  from  the  place  where  it  falls  into  the  fea  ; 
over  this  river  it  has  a  handfome  ftone  bridge,  call- 
ed Workington-bridge  ;  a  very  good  harbour  for 
ihips,  and  a  confiderable  falmon  fifhery.  Some 
are  of  opinion,  that  Stilico,  a  Roman  commander, 
built  a  wall,  about  four  miles  from  hence,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Derwent,  to  that  of  the  river 
Elne  J  but  this  is  not  well  fupported,  though  ic 
cannot  be  denied,  that  there  are  pieces  of  walls 
found  near  the  mouth  of  the  Elne,  which  is  no 
wonder,  confidering  that  Elenborough  juft  by 
was  a  Roman  ftation.  It  has  no  market,  but  has 
two  fairs,  on  Wednefday  before  Holy  Thurfday, 
and  on  0£t.  18,  for  merchandize  and  toys. 

Between  four  and  five  miles,  farther  to  the 
north,  is  Elenborough,  which  was  a  Roman 
ftation  J  and  fome  fay  there  was  a  Roman  town 
hereabouts,  called  Olenacum  ;  but  this  is  a 
miftake  ;  for  it  is  at  fome  diftance  from  hence, 
and  lies  in  the  military  way  from  Elenborough  tcr 
Stanwix,  and  is  called  in  Englilh,  Old  Carlifle. 
A  5  There 
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There  are  great  remains  of  antiquities  at  Elenbo- 
rough,  fuch  as  old  vaults,  altars,  ftatues  and  ftones 
with  infcriptions,  which  laft  may  be  leen  in  Hor- 
iley,  as  well  as  in  Camden.  It  is  now  a  defpica- 
ble  village. 

Returning  back  to  Workington^  and  proceed- 
ing from  thence  eaflward  (qvqii  miles,  we  came  to 
CocKERMOUTH,  which  is  fituated  between  the 
rivers  Derwent  and  Cocker,  about  nine  miles 
from  the  Irifli  fea,.  twelve  miles  north-eaft  of 
Whitehaven,  fourteen  nearly  on  the  fame  point 
from  Egremont,  twenty-five  fouth-weft  of  Car- 
liile,  and  300  aorth-weft  of  London.  On  each 
fide  of  the  town  is  ahill^  on  one  of  v/hich  ftands  the 
caflle,  and  on  the  other  the  church.  The  town 
is  divided  by  the  river  Cocker,  into  two  parts>. 
which  are  conneded  by  two  good  ftone  bridges. 
This  town  was  anciently  a  Hamlet  to  Brigham,  a 
parijQi  about  a  mile  diftant ;  but  it  has  been  a 
diftincl  parifli  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Edward  ths 
Third,  In  the  year  17 11,  all  the  church,  ex- 
cept the  tower,  was.  rebuilt,  by  means  of  a  brief 
granted  for  that  purpofe.  The  tower  is  an  ordi- 
nary ftru(?ture,  fupported  with  buttrcfles,  being 
coped  at  the  top  with  battlements,  and  flated.The 
lioufcs,  which  are  chiefly  of  ftone,  are  ranged  into- 
two  ftreets,  one  on  each  fide  the  Cocker  ;  in  one 
is  the  Moot-hail  for  doing  the  town  bufmefs,  with 
the  corn  market-houfe,  and  in  the  other  is  the 
beaft  market.  The  town  is  governed  by  a  bailiff^ 
chofen  yearly,  by  a  jury  of  fixteen  burghers,  at 
the  court  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  caf- 
tle  is  now  in  ruins,  though  raoft  of  the  walk 
are  ftill  ftanding,  and  are  600  yards  in  compafs. 
Charles,  duke  of  Somerfet,  built  a  very  conveni- 
ent new  houfe  here  for  the.  refidence  of  his  bai- 
liffs. Coc'cermouth  fends  two  reprefentatives  to 
parliament,  which  are  chofen  by  the  inhabitants 
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at  large,  and  returned  by  the  bailiff.  It  has  only 
enjoyed  this  privilege  fince  the  year  1640,  as  it 
never  made  but  one  return  before,  which  was  in 
the  twenty-third  of  Edward  the  Firft,  {o  that  their 
right  lay  long  dormant.  The  town  has  a  good 
trade,  particularly  for  coarfe  woollen  cloths,  and 
the  harbour  is  capable  of  receiving  fliips  of  confi- 
derable  burthen.  The  market  is  held  on  Mon- 
j.days,  and  is  the  beft  in  the  county  for  corn,  if  v/e 
except  Penrith  j  and  there  are  two  annual  fairs, 
on  the  firft  Monday  in  May  for  horned  cattle,  and 
06lober  10,  for  horfes  and  horned  cattle.  The 
honour  of  Cockermouth  has  been  poiTelfed  by  fe- 
veral  noble  familes,  as  the  Lucies,  the  Percies, 
and  the  Seymours,  from  the  laft  of  which  it  de- 
fcended  to  the  heirefles  of  the  late  duke  of  Somer- 
fet,  and  was  transferred  by  marriage  to  the  Wynd- 
hams,  fince  created  earls  of  Egreniont,  and  ba- 
rons Cockermouth.  The  chapel  of  Seckmur- 
thy,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  an  appendage  to 
Cockermouth.  The  caftle  above-mentioned, 
of  whi<:h  we  have,  for  the  reader's  fatisfa6tion, 
annexed  an  elegant  viev/,  was  built  foon  af- 
ter the  conqueil,  by  William  de  Mefchines,  who 
firft  poffefTed  the  honour  of  Cockermouih,  by  the 
gift  of  his  brother  Ranulph,  earl  of  Cumberland. 
From  the  faid  William  it  came,  for  want  of  male 
iffue,  to  Gilbert  Pipard,  and  from  him,  for  the 
like  caufe,  to  Richard  Lucy,  by  whole  female 
iftue  .it  became  veftcd  in  the  reign  of  king  Rich- 
ard in.  in  the  year  1384,  in  the  family  of  the 
percies,  earls  of  Northumberland,  in  which  it 
continued  till  Jofceline,  the  laft  earl,  who  left  only 
2  daughter,  married  to  his  grace  Charles  Seymour, 
late  duke  of  Somerfet. 

Dr.  John  Hudfon,  a  very  learned  Englifn  cri- 
tic, was    born  at   Bridehope   near  Cockermouth, 
in  the  year  1^623  and  after  having  been  educa- 
ted 
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ted  in  grammar  and  claffical  learning,  was  enter- 
ed of  Queen  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  made 
a  very  confiderable  progrefs  in  polite  literature. 
He  was  foon  after  chofen  fellow  of  Univerfity 
College,  and  became  a  confiderable  tutor.  He  was 
afterwards  made  keeper  of  the  Bodleian  Library. 
In  1 7 12  he  was  appointed  principal  of  St.  Mary 
Hall  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Univerfity.  In  this 
employment  his  ftudious  and  fedentary  way  of  lifb 
brought  him  at  length  to  an  ill  habit  of  body, 
which  turning  to  a  dropfy,  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
on  the  27th  of  November  17  19,  leaving  only  a 
widow  and  one  daughter.  He  publifhed  many 
things,  particularly  correct  editions  of  feveral 
of  the  claffics.  He  alfo  had  intentions  of  pub- 
lifliing  a  catalogue  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  but 
was  prevented  by  death. 

On  the  fide  of  the  river  Derwent,  oppofite  ta 
Cockermouth  caftle,  at  the  diflance  of  about  two 
Hiiles,  are  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle,  called  Stap 
caftle,  fuppofed  by  Camden  to  have  been  built  by 
the  Romans.  At  this  place,  amongft  other  mo- 
numents of  antiquity,  was  found  a  large  open  vef- 
iel  of  greenifh  flone,  curioufly  engraved  with 
little  images,  fuppofed  to  reprefent  St,  John  the 
Baptift,  and  our  Saviour  baptized  by  him  in  the 
river  Jordan,  the  defcent  of  the  holy  Ghoft  in 
the  fhape  of  a  dove,  being  very  plain.  It  was  in 
all  probability  originally  defigned  for  a  font,  and 
to  this  ufe  it  is  now  applied  in  Bride  Kirk  church 
in  this  neighbourhood.  There  are,  befide  the  fi- 
gures above  noticed,  fome  characters  in  this  font, 
which  long  puzzled  the  learned  to  interpret.  This 
difficulty  has,  however,  in  a  great  meafure,  been 
removed  in  a  letter  written  by  the  learned  bifhop 
Nicholfon,  to  Sir  William  Dugdale.  He  fuppo- 
fes  the  veflel  to  have  been  originally  defigned  for 
'  the  ufe  to  which  it  is  now  applied  :   that  it  is 

Daniiby 
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Danifti,  and  that  the  infcriptiori)  which  Is  com- 
pofed  of  a  mixture  of  characSlers,  Runic  and 
Saxon,  as  may  naturally  be  expelled  upon  the 
borders,  ftiould  be  thus  read. 

Er  Ekard  ban  men  egroBen^  and  to  dis  men  red 
vjer  Taner  men  brogten.  i.  e. 

Here  Ekard  was  converted  ;  and  to  this  man'3- 
example  were  the  Danes  brought. 

The  doctor's  letter,  together  with  an  accurate 
copy  of  the  infcription,  h  at  large  inferted  in  the 
laft  edition  of  Gibfon's  Camden. 

At  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles,  on  the  road 
north-eaft  of  Cockermouth,  is  Ireby,  a  fmall 
market  town  in  the  parifh  of  Torpenho,  290 
miles  from  London.  Camden  from  the  affi- 
nity of  names  concluded,  that  it  was  the  Roman 
Arbeia  ;  but  Mr.  Horfley,  with  greater  probabili- 
ty, fixes  this  ftation  at  Morefby.  Ireby  is  fituated' 
in  a  valley  near  the  fource  of  the  river  Eln,  or 
Elen,  and  is  now  divided  into  two  manors,  cal- 
led Upper  Ireby,  and  Lower,  or  Market  Ireby  ; 
the  firft  is  the  moft  ancient,  but  the  laft  moft  con- 
fiderable,  having  a  weekly  market  on  Thurfdays, 
and  two  annual  fairs  for  horfes  and  horned  cattle  j 
namely,  on  February  24,  and  September  21. 

From  hence  the  road  extends  fix  miles  north  to 
WiGTON,  which  is  feated  among  the  Moors,  and 
is  a  place  of  fmall  note,  with  a  market  on  Tuef- 
days,  and  a  fair  on  the  25th  of  March,  for  mer- 
chandize and  toys. 

Old  Carlisle,  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city, 
to  which  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  have  given 
this  name,  is  about  a  mile  fouth  of  Wigton,  about 
eight  miles  fouth-weft  of  Carlifle,  and  twelve  or 
fourteen  weft  of  Old  Penrith.  Both  Camden 
and  Dr.  Stukely  conjectured,  that  the  Romans 
had  here  their  garrifon,  called  by  Antoninus  Caf- 

tra 
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traExploratorum  ;  but  Horfley,  with  greater  pro- 
bability, fuppofes  it  to   be    Olenacum,    and   ob- 
ierves,  that  the  ruins  of  the  old  Roman  town  and 
ftation  here  are  very  grand   and  confpicuous  ;  it 
ftands  upon  a  military  way  very  large  and  vifible, 
leading  directly  to  Carlifle  and  the  Roman   wall. 
The  ramparts  of  the  ftation  lie  two  of  them  di- 
reiSlly  eaft  and   weft,  and   the  others    north   and 
fouth.     There  feems  to  have  been  a  double  asiger 
quite  round    it.     The  river   Wiza   runs  on  the 
fouth   and   weft  fides  of  the  ftation  about  half  a 
mile  from  it,  and  the  defcent  to  the  river  is  fteep  ; 
yet  the  out-buildings  have  been  on   all  fides  here 
as  well  as  at  Old  Penrith.    From  this  ftation  there 
is  a  very  large    profpecSt,  efpecially  weftvvard  to- 
wards the  fea.     It  appears  by  infcriptions,  that  a 
body  of  horfe,  called  Ala  Augulh,  was  long  quar- 
tered here ;  and  according  to  the  Notitia  Olenacum, 
was   garrifoned  by  the  AlaHerculea;     now  Mr. 
Horfley  conje(Sl:ures,  that  the  Ala  Augufta,  in  the 
year  242  under  the  emperor  Gordian,  affumed  the 
name  Gordiana  j  and  that  about  forty  years  after- 
wards the  fame  Ala  took  the  name  Herculea,  from 
the  emperor  Maximianus  Hcrculius  ;  if  thtn  this 
conjecture  be  admitted,  it  proves,  paft  all  manner 
of  doubt,  that  the  place  now  called  Old   Carlille 
is  the  Olenacum  of  the  Notitia.     From  a  furvey 
made  of  this  fpot  in  the  year  1755.5  by  the  late 
Mr.  G.  Smith,  it  appears,  that  the  aggers,  prse- 
torium,   ditches  and  roads  belonging   to  this   fta- 
tion, are  ftill  to  be  traced  by  their  remains  on  the 
UQCultivated  common  ;    and  Mr.  Smith  thought, 
that  the  Alae  Auxiliariae  appeared,  by  many  fcat- 
tered  remains,  to  have  encamped   a  confiderable 
way  to  the  eaftward.     The  fame  gentleman  ob- 
ferves,    in    a  letter  written  to  the   editors  of  the 
Gentleman's   Magazine,  that  though  Mr.  Cam- 
den calls  it  a  famous  city,  it  is  moft  probable  he 

never 
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never  faw  it,  there  being  no  remains  of  building 
befides  the  fort,  the  wall  of  which  is  ftill  to  be 
feen,  and  fome  wretched  huts,  which  feen)  to 
have  been  cobbled  up  by  private  foldiers,  merely 
to  fhelter  them  from  the  weather  ;  for  the  remains 
of  them  are  of  very  bad  ftone,  though  there  is  a 
good  quarry  at  a  little  diftance,  to  which  refort 
would  certainly  have  been  had,  if  any  regular  edi- 
fices had  been  raifed  for  more  durable  purpofes. 

To  iliuftrate  what  has  been  faid,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  feveral  pieces 
of  antiquity,  which  have  been  at  various  times 
found  at  this  ftation.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  men- 
tioned by  Camden,  who  copied  the  infcription^ 
which  is  to  be  read  as  follov/s. 

Jovi  Optimo  Maximo 
Pro  falute  Imperatoris  Marci  Antonii  Gordiani 
pii  felicis  invi(Sti  Augufti  et  Sabiniae  Furiae  tran- 
quillae  conjugis  ejus  totaque  domu  divina  eorum 
Ala  Augufta  Gordiana  ob  virtutem  appellata  pofuit 
cui  praeeil  Aemilius  Crifpinus  praefeclus  equitum 
r^atus  in  provincia  Africa  de  Tufdro  fub  cura 
Nonnii  Philippi  legati  Auguftalis  propraetoris  At- 
tico  et  praetextato  Confulibus. 

This  is  a  votive  altar,  erected  hy  the  Ala  Auguf- 
ta  above  mentioned  in  the  year  242.  He  obferves^ 
that  the  face  of  the  altar  v/as  fo  much  defaced, 
that  little  could  be  perceived  in  the  original,  but 
the  ihape  and  fize  of  the  letters,  v/hich  laft  are 
rude  and  uneven,  and  the  A  without  a  tranlVerfe, 
It  was  found  at  Old  Carlifle. 

The  next  infcription  wa?  alfo  on  a  votive  altar 
found  here,  and  erected  by  the  fame  Ala.  The 
infcription  on  it,  fays  Horfley,  fhould  be  thus 
read,  jovi  opcimo  maximo  Ala  Augufta  ob  vir:u- 
tem  appellata  cui  praeeft  Tiberius  Claudius  Tibe- 

rii  Filius juffinus  praefedtus  Fufciano  et 

Silano  iterum  Confulibus, 
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We  have  fortunately  in  our  pofTeiHon  a  copf 
of  Horiley's  Britannia  Romana,  valuable  on  ac- 
count of  many  marginal  infertions,  written  by 
the  late  very  learned  Dr.  Gale,  being  the  opinions 
of  himfelf  and  his  friends,  namely.  Dr.  Hunter, 
Maurice  Johnfon,  Efq;  &c.  on  various  points  of 
antiquity.  Such  materials  are  too  valuable,  not 
to  be  in  due  place  inferted  in  our  Work. 

The  chafm  in  the  above  infcription  is  by  Dr. 
Gale  filled  up  with  the  word  ingenuus^  which  may 
probably  be  the  true  reading. 

This  altar  was  found  by  Mr.  Horfley  in  the 
gardenwall  at  Drumbugh-caftle,  to  which  place 
it  was.  carried  from  Old  Carlille.  Mr.  Camden's 
reading  of  thfs  infcription  is  different,  but  with 
Dr.  Gale  we  prefer  that  above  inferted. 

The  third  infcription  is  alfoon  a  votive  altar,  in 
the  end  wall  of  a  ft^ble  at  the  fame  caftle,  Camden 
afitrts,  it  vi^as  dug  up  at  Old  Carlifie,  being  in  his 
time  at  II kirk,  whence  it  was  removed  to  Drum- 
bugh-caftle. The  infcription  on  it,  according  to 
Horfley,  is  to  be  thus  read, 

Jovi  Optimo  maximo  Ala  Augufta  ob  virtutem 
appellata  cui  praeeft  publius  Aelius  publii  filius 
Sergia  [tribu\  magnus  de  Murfa  ex  Pannonia  in- 
feriore  praefe6lus  Aproniano  et  Bradua  Confulibus, 

Thus  we  find  this  altar  was  eret^ed  by  the  fame 
Ala,  under  the  reign  of  Commodus  in  the  year 
iq'i»  There  is  nothing  flriking  in  the  form  of 
the  altar,  but  in  the  infcription,  the  abbreviations 
or  ligatures  and  complications  of  letters  are  remark- 
ably numerous. 

Carriden  informs  us,  that  upon  the  military 
way,  noi  far  From  Old  Carlifle^  was  dug  up  a 
pillar  of  rude  ftone,  then  to  be  feen  at  Tborefby, 
having  zn  infcription  on  it.  This  ftone  pillar  Mr, 
Horfley  met  with  in  the  garden  at  Naworth- 
caftle.     The  letters  on  it  are  rude  and  unevenly 

cut. 
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cut,  and  the  infcription  he  tells  us  fhould  be  read 
as  follows. 

Imperatori  Caefari  Marco 
Julio  Philippe  pio  felici 
Auguflo  et  Marco  Ju- 
lio Philippo  nobiliiTimo 
Caefari  tribunitia  potef- 
tate  Confuli.  Of  this 
ftone,  as  being  fomething 
remarkable,  we  have  an- 
nexed a  reprefentation. 
Mr.  Horfley  takes  this  pil- 
lar to  have  been  one  of 
the  milliary  ftcnes,  erect- 
ed at  every  mile's  end  up- 
on the  military  ways,  and 
to  have  been  fet  up  in  the 
year  247,  when  Philip 
the  father  was  conful  the 
fecond  time,  and  his  fon 
the  flrft.  The  fecond 
ftroke  of  the  word  IVL 
in  the  feventh  line,  he 
imagines,  however  it  may 
have  happened,  tobe  plain- 
ly fuperfluous,  though  it  is 
clear  and  diftin£t  upon  the  ftone.  The  altars,  which 
were  in  Camden's  time  fet  up  in  the  highway  at 
Wigton,  were  all  brought  from  Old  Carlifle,  but 
even  then  their  infcriptions  were  effaced. 

Mr.  Horfley  alfo  found  at  Drumbugh-caflle  fe- 
veral  other  altars  without  infcriptions  which  be- 
longed to  this  flation,  and  imagines,  that  fome  of 
the  following  infcriptions,  recorded  by  Camden, 
might  have  been  on  them. 


;M/V1^ 
PH1(IPP0 

IPiOPK/ 
CI 

|tlA4-IIVl:fH!i 

iriMD-ats^;!f 
^mcos  Hi 
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DEO  Mr.  Horfley  reads  this,  Dear 

SANCTO  BELA       fan6to  Belatucadro    Aurelius 

TVCADRo  Diatova  aram  ex  Voto  pofait 

AVRELivs  LibentiirimeMeritiffime.  This 

DIATOVA  ARA  E     infcription  was,  in  Camden's 

X  VOTO  PosviT      time,  at  Wordal,  the  feat  of 

LL.  MM.  Mr.  Dykes  ;    but    the    altar 

might  have  been  removed  to 

Drumbugh.     Horfley  thinks  ara,  in  the  fifth  line, 

muft  be  for  aram,  and  that  mm,  in  the  laft  line, 

can  be  read  no  otherwife  than  as  above,  and   he 

rather  chofe  to  read  ll  iibentiilime,   than   I'bens 

lubens,  becaufe,  tho'  thefe  two  words  frequently 

occur  apart  at  large  in  infcriptions,  they  never 

appear  conjundly. 

The  next  infcription  is  alfo  recorded  in  Cam- 
den. 

DEO  Deo  Ceaiio  Aurelius  . . .  r 

CE Alio  A VR  Eruracio  pro  fe  et  fuis  votum 

M  RTi.  ETMS         folvit   Libentiffimc   Merito. 

ERvRACio  PRO       The  above  is  Mr.  Horfley*s 

SE  ET  suis.  V.  S.     reading  of  this  infcription  ; 

LL.  M.  but  with  Mr.  Ward,  of  Gre- 

fham   college,   we    think  it 

fhould  be  read,  Deo  Oceano  Aurelius  Martius  et 

Martia  (or  Marfia)  Eruracio,  &c.  and  that  it  was 

ereded  by  Martius  and  his  wife,  to  Oceanus,  for 

their  fafe  paflage  hither  by  fea. 

We  muft  take  fome  notice  of  another  infcrip- 
tion inferted  in  Camden,  and  found  at  this  fla- 
tion,  and  the  more  particularly  as  the  Ala  Augufta 
is  mentioned  in  it.  The  infcription  is  as  follows* 
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D  M  This  infcription  Mr.  Horflcy  reads, 

MABLi       Dils  Manibus  Mablinius  lecundus  e- 
Nivs  SEC     ques  alae  Augudae  Stipendiorum. 
VNDVS  The    number  of  years   Mabllni^js 

EQyis  ferved  is  not  mentioned  ;  Mr.  Horfley 
ALE  AVG  therefore  fuppofes,  that  in  the  original 
STE  STIP  it  was  defaced.  There  is  little  re- 
markable in  the  infcription,  only  Equis 
for  Eques,  and  Ale  and  Augufte  with  a  fingle  e, 
but  this  laft  is  frequent. 

V/e  muPt  now  mention  fome  more  recently  dif- 
covered  antiquities,  noticed  neither  by  Camden 
nor  Horfley.  In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1755, 
as  fome  workmen  were  digging  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  ring  wall,  near  the  common  at  Old  Car- 
lifle,  and  about  200  yards  eaft  of  the  ruins  of  ths 
flation,  they  found  the  remains  of  two  Reman 
altars,  and  a  ftone  trough.  The  firll  of  thsfe  is 
reprefented  in  the  following  cut. 
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The  infcription  on  this  altar,  which  Is  unfortu- 
nately much  defaced,  fhould  probably  be  thus 
read.  Jovi  optimo  maximo  pro  falute  Lucii  Septi- 
mii  Severi  et  Marci  Aurelii  Antonini.  There  is 
fomething  remarkable  in  the  form  of  the  letters 
of  this  infcription,  particularly  the  A  has  no 
tranfverfe  ftroke,  and  the  A  in  falute,  differs  from 
thofe  in  Aurelii  and  Antonini.  The  v/orkman- 
fhip  of  this  altar  is  far  from  being  contemptible, 
though  at  prefent  much  mutilated. 

The  other  altar  as   far  as  perfect  is   legible  e- 
nough,  the  following  cut  is  a  reprefentation  of  it. 


IIMIAIV^' 
LV^IICV^PRH 

MAIIRMOH  B'^  '"'■ 
DVAC  OS 


The  reading  of  this  infcription  is  probably,  Cut 
praeeft  AElius  Septimianus  Rufticus  praefe6tus 
Materno  et  Bradua  Confulibus.  If  this  altar  was 
ere6led  by  the  Ala  Augufta,  it  had  a  different  com- 
mander from  what  it  had,  when  the  altar  we 
have  already  above-noticed  was  eredled  in  the 
Gonfulate  of  Apronianus  and  Bradua,  though  it  is 

anterior 
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anterior  to  it  in  date  only  fix  years,  it  being 
ere£led  in  the  year  185,  when  Triarius  Maturnus, 
and  Metilius  Bradua,  were  confuls.  The  letters 
on  thefe  altars  are  about  three  inches  long,  and 
the  remains  of  them  are  about  two  feet  high,  and 
fifteen  inches  thick. 

The  trough,  mentioned  above  to  have  been 
found  with  the  altars,  is  twenty-two  inches  long, 
fourteen  wide,  and  fix  deep,  the  rim  being  about 
four  inches  and  a  half. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  following  year,  namely 
1756,  another  altar  was  dug  up  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  fame  fpot.  This  is  much  more  per* 
|e6l,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  following  cut. 


The 


z^ 
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The  infcriptlon  on  this  altar  fhould,  we  think, 
be  read  as  follows,  Jovi  Optimo  maximo  pro  fa- 
lute  imperatoris  Lucii  Septimii  Severi  Augufti 
Nobiliffimi  equites  Alae  Auguftae  curante  Egnatio 
verecundo  praefe6to  pofuerunt.  Egnacius  is  a 
name  which  frequently  occurs  in  Gruter,  the 
prefe6l's  name  was  therefore  probiibly  Egnatius 
Verecundus.     There  is  nothing  more  remarkable 

ill 
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in  this  altar,  except  its  being  eredled  by  the  E- 
quites  Alae  Auguftae,  by  which  it  fhould  feem, 
that  this  Ala  confifted  both  of  horfe  and  foot. 
The  reader  may  recolledl,  that  another  altar  has 
been  found  at  this  ftation,  erefted  by  one  Mabli- 
nius  Secundus,  who  was  eques  Alae  Auguftae. 
The  altar,  we  are  now  treating  of,  is  certainly 
pofterior,  in  point  of  time,  to  thofe  above-men- 
tioned to  have  been  erected  in  the  two  confulates 
of  Metilius  Bradua,  when  Commodus  was  em- 
peror, as  it  gives  the  title  of  Imperator  to  Seve- 
jus,  yet  as  he  alone  is  mentioned,  without  being 
affociated  with  Albinus,  or  either  of  his  own  fons, 
%ve  may  reafonably  fix  the  date  of  it  in  the  year 
196,  after  Albinus  was  flain  in  Gaul,  or  in  the 
following  year  197  ;  for  in  the  year  198,  Anto- 
ninus Caracalla  was  aflbciated  with  his  father  in 
the  empire,  and,  had  the  infcription  been  of  fo 
late  a  date,  would  probably  have  been  mentioned 
with  him.  For  the  fame  reafon  the  altar,  of 
which  a  fragment  was  lately  found  at  this  ftation, 
^s  we  have  already  obferved,  and  where  we  meet 
with  the  names  of  both  Severus  and  Antoninus, 
v/as  probably  eredled  foon  after  thofe  emperors 
vifited  Britain,  tho',  in  the  prefent  mutilated  flate 
of  the  infcription,  the  exact  year  cannot  be  af- 
certained  ;  perhaps  it  might  be  about  208. 

Mr.  Horfley,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  work 
(fee  note  a  under  page  481)  feems  to  retract,  in 
fome  meafure,  his  opinion,  with  refpecl  to  Old 
Carlifle  being  Olenacum,  by  obferving,  that  it 
might  be  Virofidum,  and  Elenborough  Olena- 
cum ;  but  we  muft  beg  leave  ftill  to  retain  our,  or 
rather  his,  firft  fentiments  in  this  matter. 

Abbey  Holm,  Holm,  or  Holm  Cultrum, 
is  a  fmall  town,  fituated  on  a  branch  of  Solway 
Frith,  eighteen  miles  nearly  weft  of  Carlifle,  and 
about  five  weft  of  Wigton.  It  was  form.erly  a 
j)iace  of  note,  on  accouiu  of  a  confiderable  abbey, 
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faid  by  Dugdale,  to  have  been  founded  by  Hen- 
ry II  ;  but  Spead  and  others  fay,  it  was  founded  by 
Henry,  earl  of  Carlifle  and  Huntingdon,  fon  toDa- 
vid,  king  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1 150  ;  which  laft 
opinion  feems  moft  probable,  becaufe  the  laft- 
mentioned  Henry  endowed  it  with  the  lands  of 
Holm-Cultrum.  This  abbey,  which  was  of  the 
Ciftertian  order,  was  dedicated  to  the  Blefled 
Virgin.  King  Henry  the  Third,  king  Richard 
the  Firft,  and  king  John,  with  divers  nobles  and 
gentlemen,  were  benefactors  to  it.  John  Gour- 
non,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  founded  and  endow- 
ed a  chantry  in  this  abbey  church,  for  four 
chaplains,  Monks  of  this  houfe,  and  two  fecular 
chaplains.  The  church  is  now  parochial.  The 
impropriator  is  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  by  the 
grant  of  queen  Mary.  Its  annual  value,  at  the 
diflblution,  was  427 1.  19s.  3d.  according  to 
Dugdale;  or  535  1.  3  s.  yd.  according  to  Speed. 
Abbey  Holm  has  a  fmall  market  on  Saturdays, 
and  one  annual  fair  on  Odober  29,  for  horfes  and 
horned  cattle, 

VuLSTEY,  or  WuLSTEY  Caftle,  is  fituated  a- 
bout  five  miles  to  the  weft  of  Abbey  Holm,  on 
the  fea-coaft,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by 
the  abbots  of  Holm-Cultrum,  for  fecuring  their 
books  and  charters  againft  the  incurfions  of  the 
Scots.  Camden  tells  us,  that  in  his  time,  certain 
books  of  magic,  faid  to  have  been  written  by  Mi- 
chael Scotj  a  Monk  of  this  houfe,  about  the  year 
3290,  and  v/ere  preferved  in  this  caftle.  This  Mi- 
chael was  faid  to  be  a  great  mathematician,  and 
in  thofe  days  of  ignorance,  it  was  ufual  to  attri- 
bute every  thing  to  magic,  that  was  not  generaU 
ly  underftood* 

Below  the  menaftery,  the  bay  on  which  the 
town  ftand's,  receives  the  little  river  Waver,  en- 
creafed  by  the  Wiza,  at  the  head  of  which  ap- 
pear the  ruins  of  an  ancient  ftation,  or  perhaps 
Roman  town  ;  but   no  certain  information  can 

be 
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Le  had  what  place  it  wa^s.  C alder  abbey  was 
an  abbey  of  Ciilercians,  founded  in  11. '^^4,  by 
Ranulph  de  Mefchincs,  eleventh  earl  of  Chefloi, 
and  was  endowed  by  him,  and  feveral  other  bc- 
.nefaclors,  with  divers  lands  and  pofleiiions,  all 
which  were  confirmed  to  the  Abbot  and  Monks, 
by  king  Henry  the  Second.  The  annual  value, 
at  the  diflbliition-,  was  50 L  9  s.  3d.  accord i n .', 
to  Dugdale^  and  64 1.  3  s.  9  d.  according  to 
Speed. 

BoWNESS  or  BouLNESs  is  feated  on  Sol  way 
jFrith,  and  was  anciently  a  Roman  flation,  but  is 
rjiow  only  a  fmall  village^  in  which  the  traces  of 
tDld  ftreets,  and  pieces  of  walls,  plainly  appear ; 
Roman  coins  and  infcriptions  have  been  found  •, 
•and  fome  years  ago  a  fmall  brazen  figure  was  dug 
up,  which  was  thought  to  reprefent  either  a  Mer- 
cury or  a  Vi61-ory.  This  fmall  village  was  an- 
•ciently  the  principal  town  of  a  large  manor,  con» 
taining  feveral  hamlets,  and  the  mother  church  is 
ilill  here.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  wall  of 
Severus,  commonly  called  the  Picls  wall,  begins 
at  this  place,  and  its  foundations  plainly  appear 
in  the  fea  at  low  water  ;  for  a  good  part  of  the 
fliore  feems  to  have  «been  wafhed  away  ;  the  roots 
of  trees  being  vifible  when  the  tide  is  out.  Here 
is  the  feat  of  Thomas  Lavvfon,  Efq;  who  has 
greatly  improved  the  village,  by  paving  the  ftreets^ 
and  by  new  buildings.  In  that  gentleman's  ground 
feveral  curious  ftones  have  been  dug  up* 

As  we  are  now  come  to  the  Picts  wall,  the 
moft  remarkable  antiquity  of  Britain,  we  fhali 
give  a  particular  defcription  of  it.  It  was  built 
by  the  Romans  as  a  barrier  againll  the  incurfions 
of  the  northern  Britons.  The  Romans  them- 
felves  called  it  Vallum  Barbaricum,  Pretentura 
and  Clufura,  and  the  Engliih  the  Pids  WalL 
There  are   indeed  two  walls,  which  extend  near 
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the  whole  breadth  of  Great-Britain,  crofling  the 
north   of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  and 
extending  from  the  Solway  Frith,  part  of  the  Irifh 
fea  on  the  weft,  to  the  German  ocean  on  the  eaft, 
for  about  eighty  miles.     One  of  thefe  walls  is  of 
earth,  called  Hadrian's    Vallum  ;    the   other   of 
flone,  called  the  Wall  of  Severus,  and  were  both 
intended  to  keep  out  the  Pi£ts  or  Scots  ;  for  which 
purpofe    Julius   Agricola  had    before    carried    a 
feries    of    forts   or   ftations    acrofs    the    country 
in  the  fame  direction,  and  of  equal  extent.     The 
emperor  Hadrian's  fence,  confifts  of  a  bank  or 
wall  on  the  brink  of  a  ditch,  nine  feet  deep,  and 
eleven   broad ;    another  bank,    at    the    diftance 
of  about  five  paces  within  it,  called  the  South 
bank,  and  a  third  nearly  the  fame  diftance  beyond 
the   ditch  to  the  north.     Thefe  four  works  are 
every  where  parallel  to  each  other,  and  probably 
formed   a  military  way  from  one  part  of  the  old 
ftationary   fence   to   another.       Thefe   walls  or 
banks,  were  built  in  the  manner  of  a  mural  hedge, 
with  large  ftakes  driven  deep  into  the  earth,  and 
bound   together  with  wattles,    and  were  fenced 
with  mould  or  turf.  The  emperor  Severus  repair-» 
ed  this  fortification  in  the  year  123. 

Afterwards  when  the  Romans,  from  their  fitua- 
tion  at  home,  could  no  longer  affift  the  South 
Britons  with  troops,  to  defend  them  againft  the  in- 
roads of  their  northern  enemies,  they  affifted  thein 
in  conftru6i:ing  a  wall  of  ftone,  about  eight  feet 
broad,  of  equal  extent  with  the  above-mentioned 
mural  hedge,  and  under  the  dire^lion  of  ^lius, 
the  Roman  general  j  this  wall  was  completed  about 
the  year  430.  To  this,  which  is  called  Severus's 
wall,  belon2;s  a  paved  military  way,  v^'hich  has 
been  lately  repaired.  On  the  north  of  this  wall 
IS  a  large  ditch,  but  no  appearance  of  a  bank, 
though  the  ground  is,  in  fome  places,  raifed  by 
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the  earth  thrown  out  of  it,  and  a  little  refembles 
a  glacis. 

Upon  this  wall  were  placed  caftles  at  unequal 
diftances,  which,  however,  except  two  or  three  at 
the  eaft  end,  are  lefg  than  a  mile  :  thefe  appear  to 
have  been  Iquares  of  fixty-fix  feet,  of  which  the 
wall  itfelf  forms  the  north  fide.  The  fpace  be- 
tween thefe  caftles  was  equally  divided  by  four 
watch-towers,  each  of  which  appears  to  have 
been  about  four  yards  fquare  at  the  bottom  ;  and 
as  the  centinels  in  thefe  towers  were  within  call 
of  each  other,  a  communication  might  eafily  be 
continued  along  the  whole  line,  without  the  help 
of  fpeaking  trumpets,  or  fubterraneous  pipes, 
contrivances,  fays  Mr.  Warburton,  in  his  Val- 
ium Romanum,  which  have  been  feigned  in  times 
of  grofs  ignorance  ;  and  as  men  are  generally  cre- 
dulous of  wonders,  in  proportion  as  the  time 
when  they  are  faid  to  have  happened,  is  remote  ; 
this  method  of  communication  appears  to  have 
been  believed  by  almoft  every  writer  on  the  fub- 
je6l.  There  were  alfo,  upon  this  wall,  eighteen 
larger  forts  or  ftations  ;  the  mean  diftance  between 
thefe  would  be  about  four  miles,  but  they  arc 
placed  much  nearer  to  each  other  in  the  middle, 
and  towards  the  extremities  of  the  wall,  than  on 
the  other  parts. 

The  wail  generally  runs  along  the  ridge  of  the 
higher  o-round,  the  defcent  being;  to  the  enemv  on 
the  north  ;  and,  to  preferve  this  advantage,  it  is 
frequently  carried  out  and  brought  back  in  an  an- 
gle. Hadrian's  Vallum,  on  the  contrary,  is  con- 
tinued nearly  in  a  ftr'aight  line  from  ftation  to 
itation  ;  and  the  paved  military  way,  where  the 
y/all  paiTes  along  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  or  runs 
Lito  angles,  is  carried  (o  as  to  keep  the  level,  and 
£S  much  as  poiTible  the  line.  It  does  not  appear 
that  there  were  any  gates  in  this  wall,  or  paflage 
B  z  thiougti 


2t8  ^Description©/ 

through  it,  except  juft  in  the  ftations,  and  where 
it  is  crofled  by  the  great  military  ways  from  fouth 
to  north. 

The  original  dlmenfions  of  the  walls,  ditches, 
banks,  and  military  ways,  cannot  now  be  certainly 
known,  but  Hadrian's  wall  is  thought  to  have  been 
about  eight  feet  broad,  and  twelve  high,  and  the 
breadth  of  the  military  way  near  feventeen  feet. 
Severus's  ditch  is  every  where  wider  and  deepjer 
than  Hadrian's,  and  the  diftance,  between  the 
two  walls,  is  fometimes  fcarcely  a  chain,  amdfome- 
times  more  than  fifty. 

Severus  wall  is  of  free-ftone,  and  where  th$ 
foundation  was  not  good,  it  is  built  on  piles  of 
oak,  and  the  interftices  between  the  two  faces  of 
this  wall  is  filled  with  broad  thin  ftones,  placed 
not  perpendicularly,  but  obliquely  on  their  edges; 
the  running  mortar  was  then  poured  upon  them, 
which,  by  its  great  ftrength,  bound  the  whole  to- 
gether, and  made  it  firm  as  a  rock.  But  though 
thefe  materials  are  fufficiently  known,  it  is  not  fa 
eafy  to  guefs  where  they  were  procured,  for  ma- 
ny parts  of  the  wall  are  at  a  great  diftance  from 
any  quarry  of  free-ftone ;  and  though  ftone  of 
another  kind  was  within  reach,  yet  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  where  ufed.  It  is  difficult 
to  conceive  how  the  Romans  could  carry  on  fuch 
a  work  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  except  it  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  it  was  not  then  the  bounds  of  their  con- 
queft,  but  that  they  pofieiTed  a  confidcrable  part 
of  the  country  farther  north. 

With  refpe<5t  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  thefe  walls 
it  will  be  fufiicient  to  fay,  that  in  fome  places  that 
of  Hadrian  cannot  be  traced,  without  difficulty, 
though  in  others  it  continues  firm,  and  its  height 
and  breadth  are  confiderable.  In  fome  parts  of 
the  wall  of  Severus,  the  original  regular  courfes 
are '  remaining  s    in  fome  the  ftones  remain  upon 
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the  rpot,  though  not  in  a  regular  difpofition;  in 
others  the  rubbifh  is  high  and  vifible,  though 
covered  with  earth  and  grafs,  but  frequently  the 
veftiges  are  extremely  faint  and  obfcure.  We 
are  obliged  for  thefe  obfervations  to  the  Vallum 
Romanum  of  John  Warburton,  Efqj  who  pub- 
lifhed  a  furvey  and  plan  of  the  ancient  Roman- 
waii  and  military  way,  and  after  the  late  rebellion 
was  employed,  among  others,  to  fuperintend  the 
work,  of  making  that  way  pafTable  for  troops  and 
artillery. 

We  {hall  now  give  a  concife  defcription  of  Se- 
verus's  wall,  as  it  appears  in  its  Gourfe  acrofs  the 
country. 

From  Stanwick,  a  little  village  north-weft  of 
Cariifle,  where  the  wall  crofTes  the  Eden,  its  re- 
mains are  eafily  traced,  to  its   extremity  at  Bui* 
nefs  weftward,  on  the  Solway  Frith.     From  the 
fame  place  it  is  traced  alfo  eaftward,  for  8  miles  j 
but  in  alraoft  every  part  of  this   fpace,  the  wall 
has  been  removed,  and  only  the  foundation  can  be 
difcovered,  with  the  trench  before  it  on  the  north, 
and  fome  of  the  little  mile  caftles  on   the  fouth. 
Eight  miles   eaft    of  Stanwick,  it   runs  up  a  hill 
of  confiderable  height,   which  is  directly  north  of 
Naworth    caftle,    and     proceeds     thro'     inclofed 
grounds  for  two  miles,  where  the  middle  part  of 
it,  between   the  two  faces,  is   ftill  vifible   all  the- 
way  J  from  hence  it  runs  thro'  a  large   wafte,  to 
its  croffing  the  river  Irthing,  where  it  enters  Nor- 
thumberland, and  remains  entire,  to  the  height 
of  five  feet  in  fome  places,  and  eight  feet  in  others. 
At  a  place  called  BurdifTal,  half  a  mile  weft  of 
the  Irthing,  is  the  foundation  of  a  large  caftle,  and 
from  Irthington  Moor,  the  traces  of  the  ftonewail, 
and   the  old  wall  of  earth,    are  ftill  vifible,  and 
continue  the  fame  rout,  parallel  to  each  other,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  a  hundred  yards,  the  new 
B  3  wall 
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wall  being  fouth  of  the  old,  quite  to  Newcaftle. 
Nor  far  from  Irthington  Moor  it  crofTes  the  fmali 
river  Tippal,  at  Thirlewall  caftle,  from  whence 
it  is  continued,  over  a  range  of  rugged,  naked  and 
fteep  rocks,  about  nine  miles,  and  is  built,  in 
fome  places,  not  above  fix  feet  from  the  precipice, 
in  none  more  than  twenty-four.  The  higheft 
part  of  it,  now  remaining,  between  Carlifle  and 
Newcaftle,  is  about  half  a  mile  from  Thirlewall 
Bank-head,  near  Thirlewall  caftle,  where  it  is 
nine  feet  high  ;  and  here  are  the  veftiges  of  a 
Roman  city,  furrounded  by  a  deep  trench.  From 
hence  to  Seavenfliale,  about  half  way  between  the 
two  extremities  of  the  v^^all,  it  is  removed  to  the 
very  foundations,  except  in  a  very  few  places, 
where  it  ftill  ftands  about  three  feet  hio-h.  This 
part  of  its  courfe,  particularly  on  the  north  of  the 
walU  affords  the  profpe6t  of  a  difmal  country,  be- 
ing all  wild  fells  and  moors,  covered  with  mofles 
and  lakes.  At  the  Chefters,  two  miles  eaft  of 
Thirlewall  Bank-head,  are  the  ruins  of  another 
Koman  city;  three  miles  farther,  at  Little  Chef- 
ters,  and  a  mile  fouth  of  the  wall,  of  a  third,  and 
at  Houfe-fteeds,  one  'mile  weft  of  Seavenftiale, 
of  a  fourth,  which  is  the  moft  extenfive  of  any. 
Roman  altars,  images  and  coins,  in  great  num- 
bers, have  been  dug  up  at  this  ftation.  At  Seaven- 
fliale,  north  of  the  wall,  the  greateft  part  of  a 
fquare  Roman  caftle  is  to  be  feen,  curioufly  vaulted 
underneath  ;  at  Carrowbrugh,  a  mile  and  an 
half  from  thence,  are  the  traces  of  another  Roman 
city,  furrounded  by  a  wall  j  at  Portgate,  half  a 
mile  north-weft  of  Hexham,  are  great  ruins  of 
ancient  buildings,  and  a  fquare  tower,  converted 
into  a  dwelling-houfe.  From  Portgate  to  Halton- 
fneels,  being  one  mile  and  an  half,  only  part  of 
the  middle  of  the  wall  remains  ;  for  two  miles 
from  Halton-ilieels,  eaft,   the  whole  breadth  of 
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the  wall  is  ftill  (landing,  and  vifibie  as  far  as 
Wall-town,  which  is  eight  miles  diftant  front 
Nevvcaftle,  and  half  a  mile  fouth  of  the  wall. 
From  thence  toNewcaftle  the  wall  runs  over  a  great 
extent  of  high  ground,  thro'  fine  corn  land,  mea- 
dows and  pafture  ground,  and  from  the  foot  of 
Benwell  hills  to  the  end,  being  about  two  miles, 
it  runs  along  the  high  road  to  Weftgate  in  New- 
caftle.  \n  the  Perth  before  the  wall  is  a  ditch, 
as  before  the  mud-wall,  in  mod  places  thirty- 
fix  feet  broad,  and  in  none  lefs  than  five  feet  deep, 
except  between  7'hirlewall  Bank-head  and  Sea- 
venfliale,  where  it  is  fufficiently  fecured  by  the 
fleepnefs  of  the  rocks  on  which  it  is  built.  A 
great  number  of  houfes,  and  in  fome  places  whole 
towns,  have  been  built  over  the  foundations  of 
this  wall,  and  the  remains  lerve  at  prefent,  either 
as  an  hedge  between  corn,  meadow,  or  pafture 
ground?,  or  to  diftinguiili  the  different  pcfTeilions 
of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants.  A  Terminus  of 
brafs,  about  a  foot  long,  was  found  in  the  rufa- 
bifli  of  this  wall  fome  time  ago,  it  being  ufual  to 
lay  the  image  of  that  god  in  the  foundation  of 
their  boundaries. 

To  the  eaftof  Boulnefs-caftle,  and  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  remains  of  this  flupendous  wall,  is 
Drumbrugh  Castle,  which  was  a  Roman  fla- 
tion,  and  has  fince  been  famous  for  the  untimely 
death  of  king  Edward  I. 

The  place  where  he  died  had  its.  memory  pre- 
ferved  by  great  flones  rolled  thereon,  and  there  is 
now  a  handfome  fquare  pillar,  nine  yards  and  a 
half  in  height,  with  an  infcription,  declaring  that, 
he  departed  this  life  when  he  was  going  to  war 
with  the  Scots,  on  the  7th  of  July  1307.  It  was 
ereded  by  Henry  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  and 
marlhal  of  England,  in  1685. 

B  4  We 
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We  fhall  now  proceed  eaflward  to  the  city  of 
Carlisle,  which  is  fourteen  miles  from  Wigton,, 
nineteen  miles  north  of  Penrith,  eighty  fouth-weft 
of  Berwick,  twenty-five  northeaft  of  Cocker- 
mouth,  hxty  weft  of  Newcaftle,  by  the  new  mi- 
litary way,  and  three  hundred  and  two  north-weft 
of  London.  This  city  is  moft  commodioufly  and 
pleafantly  fituated  near  the  conflux  of  the  rivers 
Eden,  Caudey,  and  Peterel;  and,  if  credit  may 
be  given  to  the  Britifli  Chronicle,  was  firft  built 
by  Leil,  a  king  cf  the  Britons  (at  the  time  when 
Solomon  began  to  build  his  temple)  and  fo  called 
from  him  in  that  language,  Caer-leil.  But  be  that 
as  it  may,  it  was  a  place  of  note  among  the  Ro- 
mans, when  they  refided  in  this  ifland,  which  is 
evident,  as  well  from  many  antiquities  dug  up 
hiTc,  as  from  the  frequent  mention  of  it  by  their 
\yriters  under  the  name  of  Luguvallum,  concern- 
ing the  etymology  cf  which  word  there  have  beeii, 
various  opinions,  but  none  fo  probable,  as  that 
which  will  have  it  derived  from  Lugus,  (fignifying,, 
in  tihe  Celtic  and  Britiih  tongues,  a  Tower  or 
Fort)  and  Vallum  ;  that  is,  a  Fort  by  the  YaUum 
of  Hadrian.  After  the  departure  of  the  Romans  it 
■was  deftroyed  by  the  Scots  and  Picls,  and  lay  buri- 
ed in  its  ruins  many  years  after  the  coming  of  the" 
Saxons,  by  whom  it  was  called  Luel,  till  Egfrid 
king  of  Northumberland,  about  the  year  686,  re- 
built it,  and  environed  it  with  a  good  ftone  wail, 
and  having  repaired  the  church,  and  placed  in  it 
a  college  of  fecular  priefts,  gave  it,  with  all  the 
lands  fifteen  miles  round,  to  St.  Cuthbert,  bifbop 
of  Lindisfern,  and  his  fucceflxjrs.  In  the  ninth 
century,  when  the  whole  country  was  ruined  by 
the  repeated  invafions  of  the  Danes  and  Norwe- 
gians, this  city  was  again  demoHfhed,  and  fo  re- 
mained about  200  years,  till  king  William  Ru- 
fus  returning  from  the  Scotch  wars,  and  being 

much 
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much  pleafed  with  its  fituation,  rebuilt  the  hou- 
fes,  the  walls  and  the  caftle,  placing  here  a  co- 
lony of  Flemings,  and  after^va^ds  (when  he  re- 
moved them  into  Wales)  of  fouthern  Englifhmen. 
King  Henry  I.  confidering  how  good  a  barrier  it 
might  be  againft  the  Scots,  fortified  it  ftill  bet- 
ter, and  dignified  it  in  the  year  11 33  with  an  epif- 
copal  See,  confirming  at  the  fame  time  the  monaf- 
tery  of  canons  regular  of  St.  Auguftine.  founded 
juft  before  by  Walter,  one  of  his  chaplains,  whieh 
continued  till  the  33d  of  Hen.  VIII.  when  it  wasdif- 
folved,  and  the  prior  and  convent  converted  into  a 
dean  and  chapter,  confifting  of  four  canons  and 
prebendaries.  This  city  was  taken  by  the  Scots  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Stephen  and  king  John,  but 
recovered  by  the  kings  Henry  11.  and  III.  and  being 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  cafually  burnt, 
"was  by  the  munificence  of  future  princes  reftored 
out  of  its  afhes,  and  much  improved  in  iirength 
and  beauty  i  fo  that  in  the  late  civil  wars,  it  was 
able  to  ftand  a  fiege  of  nine  months,  and  was  the 
laft  garrifon  thatfurrendered  to  the  rebels ;  what- 
ever th€  defence  may  be  it  is  now  capable  of  ma- 
king, it  is  ftill  kept  as  a  garrifon  in  good  military 
order. 

King  Edward  I.  held  a  parliament  here  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  bis  reign,  and  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  city  was  committed  to  the  citizens 
by  king  Henry  II.  with  the  privilege  (among 
many  others)  of  having  a  weekly  market  on 
Saturdays,  and  a  fair  on  the  26th  of  Auguft  for 
horned  cattle  and  linnen  ;  on  September  the  19th 
for  horfes  and  horned  cattle,  and  on  the  firft  and 
Second  Saturdays  after  OctolK:r  ir,  for  Scotch  hor- 
ned cattle. 

Thefe  rights  and  privileges  have,  by  feveral 
fucceeding  kings  in  fo  manv  charters,  been  con- 
£fmed  and  augmeoted  to  the  coroorarion,  which 
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confifts  of  a  mayor,  twelve  aldermen,  two  fherlfFi 
or  BailifFs,  twenty-four  capital  citizens  or  common 
council-men,  and  a  recorder.  When  it  became 
a  borough  is  uncertain,  but  undoubtedly  befor© 
the  fifth  of  Richard  I.  when  its  burgefles  paid  ten 
marks  for  their  liberties,  as  they  did  the  like  fum 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  for  having  a  coroner  of 
their  own.  The  fifhery  of  the  Eden,  a  large 
common  of  pafture,  with  an  extenfive  manor,  are 
velted  in  the  corporation. 

Carlifle  caftle,  an  engraved  view  of  which  is 
annexed,  if  not  founded  by  the  Romans,  is  very 
probably  as  ancient  as  the  year  686,  when  king 
Egfrid  rebuilt  the  city.  But  it  is  as  probable,  that 
it  was  again  deftroyed,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
the  city,  by  the  Danes  aud  Norwegians,  and  laid 
in  ruins  for  200  years.  For  king  William  Ru- 
fus  is  faid  to  have  repaired  the  caftle,  as  well  as 
the  walls  and  houfcs  of  this  city,  in  his  return 
from  the  Scotch  wars.  The  annotator  upon 
Camden  fays,  it  is  certain  the  caftle  was  built  by 
king  William  Rufus,  which  might  indeed  proper- 
ly enough  be  faid,  confidering  the  ruinous  ftat* 
wherein  it  was  before.  Mr.  Camden  himfelf  in- 
fers from  the  arms,  that  it  was  built  by  king  Rich- 
ard III.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  he  did  (if 
any  thing)  only  repair  it,  as  might  alfo  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, whofe  arms  are  put  up  in  another  part* 
It  is  now  made  ufe  of  as  a  manfion-houfe  for  ths 
governor  of  the  caftle  for  the  time  being.  The 
city  is  furrounded  by  a  wall  one  mile  in  compafs, 
on  which  three  men  may  walk  a-breaft,  and  has 
three  gates,  namely,  the  Caldo,  or  Irifh  gate  on 
the  fouth ;  the  Bother,  or  Englifh  gate  on  the 
weft,  and  the  Rickard,  or  Scotch  gate  on  th« 
north.  The  eaft  part  of  the  city  is  defended  by 
a  ftrong  citadel,  fortified  with  feveral  orillons  or 
icundeis,  built  by  Henry  Yili,     It  was  taken  by 
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the  rebels  in  1745,  and  retaken  foon  after  by  his 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  Carlifle 
is  at  preient  a  wealthy  and  populous  place,  with 
well  built  houfes.  There  are  but  two  parifli 
churches  in  this  city  befides  the  cathedral ;  name- 
ly, St.  Mary's  and  St.  Cuthbert's.  The  cathe- 
dral {lands  almoft  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  is  en- 
clofed  by  a  wall,  and  the  choir  or  eaft  part  of  it 
is  a  curious  piece  of  workmanfhip.  This  part  is 
137  feet  long,  and  feventy-one  broad,  having 
a  noble  window  forty-eight  feet  high,  and  thirty 
broad,  adorned  with  curious  pillars  of  excel- 
lent workmanfhip.  The  roof  is  elegantly  vaulted 
with  wood,  and  adorned  with  a  variety  of  arms  ; 
namely,  thofe  of  England  and  France  quartered, 
thofe  of  the  Percies,  the  Lucies,  the  Warrens, 
Alowbrays,  and  others.  The  weft  end,  which  is 
the  lowed,  was  alfo  formerly  very  fpacious,  but 
great  part  of  it  was  deftroyed  in  the  civil  wars, 
and  the  materials  carried  off  by  the  Parliamenta- 
rians. The  tower  is  123  feet  high.  There  be- 
long to  this  cathedral  a  bifhop,  a  dean,  a  chan- 
cellor, an  archdeacon,  four  prebendaries,  eight 
minor  canons,  four  lay  clerks,  fix  chorifters,  and 
fix  almfmen.  1  he  bifhoprick  is  valued  in  the 
king's  books  at  531  1.  4s.  9d.  a  year.  The  fi- 
tuation  of  St.  Mary's  church  is  very  fingular,  it 
being  in  the  body  of  the  cathedral. 

Carlifle  has  given  the  title  of  Earl  to  feveral  no- 
ble families,  as  it  now  does  to  a  younger  brancli 
of  the  Howards.  The  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment are  chofen  by  the  body  of  freemen.  Large 
quantities  of  fuftians  were  formerly  manufactured 
here,  but  this  trade  is  decreafed.  The  market  on 
Saturdays  is  coniiderable  for  corn,  wool,  and  fe- 
veral other  commodities;  and  it  has  three  annual 
fairs;  namely,  on  Augurt:  25,  for  horned  cattle 
and  linen  i  September  J  9,  for  horfes  and  hornevl 
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cattle  ;  and  the  firft  and  fecond  Saturdays  after 
Odober  10,  for  Scotch  horned  cattle. 

Linstock  is  very  near  CarHfie,  and  is  a  caflle 
belonging  to  the  bifhops  of  that  See,  which  Wal- 
deve,  fon  of  earl  Gofpatrick,  and  lord  of  Aller- 
dale,  gave  to  the  church  of  Carlifle. 

Not  far  from  hence  IsBlencovi^,  a  manor  be- 
longing to  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  where 
there  is  a  very  good  grammar  fchool,  founded  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Bourbank,  a  native  of  Blencow,  ia 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

Rose  Castle  (fo  called  from  the  fw^eetnefs  of 
its  iituation)  the  feat  of  the  biftiops  of  Carlifle, 
was  built  at  different  times  by  the  fucceflive  bi- 
fhops  of  that  See,  particularly  Strickland,  Kite 
and  Bell,  vi^hofe  names  the  towers  now  (landing 
itill  retain.  King  Edward  the  Firft,  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  year  of  his  reign,  in  his  expedition  againil: 
the  Scots,  lodged  here,  and  dated  liis  writs  for 
fummoning  a  parliament  to  be  held  at  Lincoln.  It 
was  fortified  with  flrong  walls,  and  a  double  ditch,, 
v/hich  were  kept  in  good  order,  till  the  civil  wars,, 
wlien  it  was  burnt  down  in  X652  :  what  efcaped 
the  fire,  and  was  {landing  at  the  refloration,  was 
fomevv^hat  repaired  and  made  habitable  by  Dr. 
^tern,  then  bifhop  of  this  Sec  :  but  its  greateft  be- 
nefactors were  his  two  next  fuccefTors,  Dr.  Rain- 
bow, and  Dr.  Smith,  who,  at  no  frnall  expence,, 
added  a  chapel  and  tv/o  towers,  and  this,  with 
the  later  improvements,  have  rendered  it  a  decent 
and  coinpod LOUS  palace. 

Near  Role  calUe,  is  Hutton-hall,  anciently 
in  the  polleflioti^  cif  a  family  of  that  name,  but 
was  purchafed  by  the  Fletcher's,  v/ho  made  it  as 
f'ieafant  a  feat  as  inoit  in  the  county. 

About  fix  miles  to  the  crit  of  Carlifle  is  CoR- 
BV  Castle,  vv.hich  vras  the  reildcnce  of  the  an- 
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cient  family  of  the  Salkelds,  and  oppofite  thereto^ 
on  the  river  Eden,  ftands. 

The  villao-e  of  Wetherall,  five  miles  eaft 
of  Carlifle,  where  formerly  was  a  fmall  monafte- 
ry  or  cell,  which,  at  the  diflblution  of  the  reli- 
gious houfes,  was  given  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  to 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Carlifle.  It  belonged  to 
the  benedi6line  Monks,  and  was  founded  in  the 
reign  of  William  Rufus,  by  Ranolph  de  Mef- 
chines,  earl  of  Cumberland.  He  dedicated  it  to 
St.  Conftantine,  and  gave  it  for  a  cell  to  the  ab- 
bey of  St.  Mary  at  York.  David,  king  of  Scot- 
land, and  prince  Henry  his  fon,  with  feveral  others, 
were  alfo  benefadlors  to  it»  It  was  valued  at  the 
diflblution,  at  117  L  lis.  lod.  ayear,  by  Dug- 
dale  ;  but  at  128 1.  5s.  3d.  by  Speed.  There 
remains  a  fquare  ftru6^ure,  which  on  one  fide 
feems  to  be  entire,  and  was  probably  a  gate-houfe 
to  the  priory  ;  or,  at  leaft,  there  is  a  large  gate- 
way that  pailes  quite  through  it  to  the  river-fide. 
Near  this  place  are  ftill  to  be  feen  a  fort  of  houfes, 
dug  out  of  the  rock,  which  were  probably  de- 
figned  for  a  retreat  in  troublefome  times..  They 
are  of  very  difficult  accefs,  and  confift  of  two 
rooms,  one  within  another,  cf  about  five  or  fix  yards 
fquare  each.  However,  fome  take  them  to  be  in- 
tended for  hermits  to  lodge  in,  on  account  of  their 
being  fo  near  the  priory. 

About  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Carlifle  is 
Stanwick,  or  Stanewegg,  which  fignifies  a 
place  on  a  ftony  way,  and  is  a  town  of  fome  an- 
tiquity ;  for  Henry  the  Firft  gave  the  appropri- 
tion  of  it  to  the  church  of  Carlifle,  when  it  was 
made  a  biihop's  See.  To  the  north- weft  of  this 
■place  near  the  fea-fhore,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Eden,  is  RowclifF,  where  there  is  a  caf- 
tle  built,  not  many  ages  ago,  Uy  the  lords  Dacre, 
for  their  own  private  defence.     Above  this  place 

there 
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there  are  two  nVers,  the  Efk,  and  the  Leven^~ 
which,  uniting  their  ftreams,  fall  into  Solway 
Frith.  The  Efk  rifes  in  Scotland,  but  has  its 
courfe  for  fome  miles  in  England,  where  it  re- 
ceives the  river  Kirkfop.  Upon  the  banks  of  this 
river  is  feated  Netherby,  now  a  little  village 
confifting  of  a  few  cottages  ;  but  the  extraordinary 
ruins  that  are  near  it,  plainly  fhew  that  it  wa3 
formerly  a  confiderable  place,  and  perhaps  a  Ro- 
man fort ;  and  Horfley  is  pofitive,  that  it  was  one 
of  the  Caftra  Exploratorum.  There  have  been  fe- 
veral  infcriptions  found  on  the  ftones,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  feat  of  the  family  of  the  Grahmes, 
there  is  one  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  emperor 
Adrian,  by  the  Legio  fecunda  Augufta. 

Beyond  the  Efk,  and  on  Englifh  ground,  there 
is  a  place  called  Sollom  Moss,  which  is  a  place 
remarkable  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englifh,  in  tak- 
ing many  Scotch  noblemen  prifoners  in  the  year 
1542.  The  Englifh,  commanded  by  Sir  Thomas 
Warton,  being  ported  upon  higher  ground,  took 
the  advantage,  and  falling  upon  the  Scotch  army 
put  them  to  flight.  James  the  Fifth  of  Scotland 
was  fo  grieved  for  the  lofs  of  his  army,  which 
confided  of  15000  men,  that  he  foon  after  died. 

About  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  road  that 
leads  from  Carlifle  to  Stanwick,  is  Scaleby, 
which  is  ftill  furrounded  with  a  moat  in  very  good 
order.  It  was  built  by  Richard  the  Rider,  fur- 
named  TiliolfF,  who  lirft  pofTefled  the  manor  of 
Scaleby,  by  the  grant  of  king  Henry  the  Firft. 
From  him  it  defcended,  along  with  the  faid  ma- 
nor, for  about  ten  generations,  to  Robert  Tili- 
olff,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
Sixth,  without  iflue.  Then  it  came  by  marriage 
of  the  heirefs  to  the  Pickerings,  and  afterwards 
from  them,  by  the  like  means,  to  the  Mufgraves 
of  Hayton  in  this  county,  of  whom,  after  it  had 

fuiFered 


CUMBERLAND.  39 

fuffered  much  in  the  civil  wars,  it  v/as  purchafed 
by  Richard  Gilpin,  Efqj  M.  D.  grandfather  of 
Richard  Gilpin,  Efq;  the  prefent  proprietor. 

LoNGTOWN,  or  Langto WN,  is  fituated  four- 
teen miles  north  of  Carlifle,  and  316  north-wefl 
from  London.  It  is  feated  on  the  northern  extre- 
mity of  the  county,  on  the  borders  of  Scotland, 
near  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Efk  and  Kirkfop, 
There  is  a  charity-fchool  here  for  fixty  children, 
endowed  by  Mr.  Reginald  Grahme  ;  and  the  late 
lord  Prefton  had  a  fine  feat  near  the  town.  Tho' 
this  is  a  place  of  no  great  note,  it  has  a  weekly 
market  on  Thurfdays,  ^nd  two  annual  fairs  -,  on 
the  Thurfday  after  Whitfunday,  for  horfes  and 
linen  yarn;  the  Thurfday  after  Martinmas,  and 
the  Thurfday  after  November  22,  for  horfes,  horn- 
ed cattle  and  linen  cloth. 

About  twelve  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Langtown  13 
Bew-Castle,  or  Bueth-Castle,  fo  called  from 
one  Bueth,  a  Cumberland  man,  who  is  faid  to 
have  built  it,  near  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
queror. In  Edward  the  Second's  time,  it  was  in 
the  polTefiion  of  Adam  de  Swim.burn  ;  but  in 
Camden's,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  was  defended  by  a  fmall  garrifon.  The  church 
is  now  almoft  in  ruins,  and  in  the  church-yard  fs 
a  crofs  about  five  yards  high,  wafhed  over  with 
a  white  oily  cement  to  preferve  it  from  the  wea- 
ther. It  is  a  noble  monument,  and  deferves  the 
attention  of  the  curious.  The  ihape  inclines  to 
a  fquare  pyramid  below  it,  being  two  feet  broad 
at  the  bottom,  and  tapers  up  toward  the  top.  On 
the  weft  fide,  among  other  things,  is  the  picture  of 
a  holy  man,  in  a  prieft's  habit,  with  a  glory  round 
his  head  ;  and  the  effigies  of  the  Virgin  Mary  with 
a  child  in  her  arms,  and  both  their  heads  are  alfo 
encircled  with  glories.  On  the  north  fide  is  a 
great  deal  of  checquer  work  with  an  infcription. 

But 
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But  upoft  what  account  it  was  ereded  is  very  un- 
certain, for  the  infcription  is  not  well  underftood.» 
though  there  are  feveral  conjectures  about  it. 

Four  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  laft-men- 
tioned  caftle  is  that  of  Askerton,  built  by  the 
barons  Dacres,  where  refided  the  ferjeant  of  Gil- 
lefland,  who  kept  a  garrifon,  and  as  often  as  there 
was  occafion,  commanded  and  led  the  inhabitants 
againft  the  Scots.  Since  the  union  this  office  is 
laid  afide. 

Jufl  within  the  PicEls  wall,  and  about  tea 
miles  nearly  to  the  eaft  of  Carlifle,  is  Bramp- 
ton, which  is  fituated  on  the  river  Irthing,  twen- 
ty miles  north  of  Penrith,  and  295  from  London, 
It  is  feated  on  the  new  military  road^made  in  the 
reign  of  his  late  majefty  king  George  the  Second,, 
from  Newcaftle  to  Carliile  ;  and  the  town  it- 
felt  is  of  coniiderable  fize,  and  has  a  weekly  mar- 
ket on  Tuefdays,  with  two  annual  fairs,  held 
on  the  fecond  Wednefday  after  Whitfunday,  and 
the  laft  Wednefday  in  Auguft,  for  horfes  and 
horned  cattle.  The  earl  of  Carlifle,  who  is  lord 
of  the  place,  keeps  a  court- leet  here  every  year; 
and  in  the  town  is  an  hofpital  for  fix  poor  men, 
and  as  many  women  ;  built  and  endowed  by  a 
countefs  of  Carlifle,  with  an  allowance  for  a 
chaplain.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  the  town  is 
the  earl  of  Carlifle,  into  whofe  family  it  came  on 
the  marriage  of  one  of  his  ancefters  to  the  heirefs 
of  the  Dacres,  Camden  thought  this  place  to  be 
the  Bremetenracum  of  the  Romans ;  and  of  this 
opinion  latterly  was  Mr.  Horfley  (fee  the  note 
under  page  481,  of  his  Britannia  Romana)  tho', 
when  he  defcribed  the  ftations  perLineam  vaili,  he 
was  more  inclined  to  place  Bremetenracum  at 
Old  Penrith. 

Near  Brampton,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  is  a  place 
called  the  A'lote^  where  there  are  ftiJl  the  Kmainis 
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•f  trenches  to  be  feen,  as  alfo  in  another  place 
near  the  town. 

Not  far  from  Brampton  the  river  Gelt  falls  into 
the  Irthing;  and  about  half  a  mile  above  the  Gelt 
bridge,  on  the  fide  of  the  river  next  to  Brampton, 
is  a  rock  ftill  called  the  Old  Quarry.  From  this 
place  the  Romans  are  fuppofed  to  have  procured 
almoft  all  the  ftone  which  they  ufed  in  that  part 
of  the  wall  that  croiTed  Cumberland.  Here  on  the 
face  of  a  rock,  about  halfway  up  a  fteep  hill  that 
hangs  over  the  Gelt,  is  an  ancient  infcription, 
which  Mr.  Horfley  is  of  opinion  fhould  be  read 
a«  follows.  Vexillatio  Legionis  fecundae  Auguf- 
tae  ohvirtutem  appellatae  fub  Agricolaoptione  . .  , 
Apro  et  maximo  confulibus  ex  Officina  Mercatii 
....  Mercatius  filius  Firmli,  An  Optto  was  a 
fort  of  deputy  to  a  centurion,  or  other  officer  who 
a6led  for  him  in  his  abfence,  and  in  this  ftatior* 
the  Agricola  above-mentioned  probably  was.  The 
confuls  above-named  refer  us  to  the  year  207,  be- 
ing in  all  probability  the  flrft  year  after  the  arrival 
of  the  emperor  Severus  in  Britain,  when  we  may 
reafonably  fuppofe,  fome  of  his  foldiers  w^ere  here 
employed  in  procuring  ftone  for  building  his  wall. 

About  three  miles  weft  of  Brampton,  the  river 
Gelt  having  pafled  by  Naworth,  falls  into  the 
Irthing,  which  runs  with  a  violent  and  rapid  ftreani 
by  Naworth  Castle,  long  the  feat  of  the  Da- 
cres,  barons  of  Gilliflan,  the  firft  of  whom,  nam- 
ed Ranolph  of  Dacre,  obtained  a  licenfe  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  to  make  a  caftle  of 
his  houfe.  It  afterwards  fell  to  lord  William 
Howard,  the  third  fon  of  Thomas,  the  fecond 
duke  of  Norfolk,  and  is  now  in  poflellion  of  the 
prefent  earl  of  Carlifle.  This  caftle,  which  is 
three  miles-  weft  of  Brampton,  is  a  large  ftru£lure 
with  a  tower  at  each  end  ;  and  is  fo  entire,  that 
it  feenls  never  to  have  been  damaged,  or  at  leaft: 

is 
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is  extremely  well  repaired.  Here  is  a  library, 
which  was  formerly  well  furnifhed  with  books  ; 
and  has  now  many  valuable  manufcripts  relat- 
ing to  heraldry  and  Englifti  biftory.  In  the 
hall  are  the  pidlures  of  all  the  kings  of  England 
from  the  Saxon  times  ;  which  were  brought  from 
Kirk-Ofwald  caftle,  when  that  was  demoliflied 
about  250  years  ago.  In  the  garden-wall  are  a 
great  many  ftones,  collected  and  placed  there  by 
feme  of  this  family. 

At  the  diftance  of  three  miles  north-eaft  of 
Brampton  is  Lancroft  priory,  which  confifted 
of  canons  regular  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine, 
and  was  founded  in  the  year  1169,  by  Robert  de 
Vallibus,  fon  of  Hubert  de  Vallibus,  firft  baron 
of  Gilliiland,  and  juftice  itinerant  into  Cumber- 
land, in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second.  He 
founded  it,  as  is  faid,  on  account  of  his  or  his  fa- 
ther's killing  one  Giles  Bueth,  who  had,  or  pre- 
tended to  have^  a  right  to  the  barony  of  Gillifland. 
It  v/as  a  magnificent  ftru^ture,  as  appears  by  its 
prefent  remains  ;  for  a  great  part  of  the  walls  are 
fti!!  {landing.  It  was  valued,  at  the  difTolution  of 
religious  houfes,  at  about  77  1,  7  s.  11  d.  a  year, 
according  to  Dugdale,  but  at  79  1.  19  s.  by  Speed. 
Below  this  priory,  where  thePi6ls  or  Roman  wall 
paffed  the  river  Irthing,  by  an  arched  bridge,  is  a 
place  now  called  Wineford,  which  fome  would 
have  to  be  a  Roman  ftation  ;  but  others,  w^ho  are 
more  to  be  relied  upon,  think  otherwife. 

VVhitlf.y-Castle  was  a  Roman  ftation,  and 
feveral  ftones  with  infcriptions  have  been  found, 
particularly  one,  by  which  we  learn,  that  the  third 
cohort  of  the  Nervii  built  a  temple  here  to  the 
emperor  Antoninus,  the  fon  of  Severus. 

From  hence  returning  back  by  the  'road  to 
Carlille,  and  turning  from  that  city  to  the  north, 
we  fhall  proceed  to  Fenritbj  in  the  road  to  which 

WQ 


J7ylMpa.43- 


CUMBERLAND.  43 

we  pafs  by  Highgate  Castle,  which  is  found- 
ed upon  a  rock,  and  the  court  thereof  is  a  natural 
pavement.  Jt  was  pofTefled,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  by  Wil-" 
liam  le  Engleys,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of 
the  fame  king's  reign,  by  William,  fon  of  Rodus 
Reftwold,  and  was  then  holden  of  the  crown  in 
capite,  by  the  fervice  of  paying  thereto  one  rofe 
yearly.  Afterwards  it  came  by  purchafe  to  the 
family  of  the  Richmonds,  in  which  it  continued 
till  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majefty 
king  George  the  Firft,  when  Henry  Richmond, 
the  laft  male  of  that  family,  died  in  his  bloom  un- 
married. His  mother  Ifabella  was  then  married 
to  Mathias  Miller,  Efq;  her  fecond  hufband, 
whom  as  well  as  her  former  fhe  furvived,  with- 
out having  ilTue  by  him,  and  was  fome  years  fince 
proprietor  and  occupier  of  the  caflle. 

The  road  then  paiTes  by  Plumpton  park,  which 
is  a  very  large  piece  of  ground,  formerly  fet  apart 
by  the  kings  of  England,  for  keeping  of  deer  for 
their  own  ufe,  as  well  as  for  hunting.  It  v/as 
once  fo  well  ftocked,  that  king  Edward  the  Firft, 
is  faid  to  have  killed  200  bucks  in  one  day.  Cam- 
den feems  to  intim.ate,  that  after  this  was  dif- 
forefted  by  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  he  ordered 
houfes  to  be  built ;  but  this  is  a  miftake,  for 
there  were  many  parifhes  and  townfhips  in  it,  long 
before  that  time.  Near  to  this  place  is  Old  Pe- 
rith  already-mentioned,  where  there  have  been 
feveral  ftones  found  with  infcriptions,  it  having 
been  a  Roman  ftation. 

After  the  river  Eden  has  received  the  Eimot,  it 
paffes  towards  the  north,  and  within  half  a  mile 
of  it,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  is  a  grotto, 
confifting  of  two  rooms  dug  out  of  the  rocks,  call- 
ed Ifis  Parlifh.  There  is  now  a  difficult  and  dange- 
rous palFage  thereto  3  but  in  former  times  it  was 
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certainly  a  place  of  great  ftrength  and  fecurlty  j 
for  it  had  iron  gates,  which  were  ilanding  not  a 
great  many  years  ago. 

Penrith  is  nineteen  miles  fouth  of  Carlifle, 
and  282  north-weft  of  London.     It  is  fituated  on 
a  hill  called  Penrith  or  Perith-fell,  about  two  miles 
north  of  the  river  Eimot,  on  the  borders  of  the 
county    next  to  Wcftmoreland.     1  his  is  now  a 
town  of  confiderable  note,  carrying  on  a  great 
trade,    particularly  in   tanned  leather,    and    the 
feffions  are  frequently  held  here.    Penrith  is  large, 
populous  and  well  built,  and  in  its  fpacious  mar- 
ket-place is  a  town-houfe,  on  which,  in  feveral 
places,     are  reprefented    bears   climbing   ragged 
ftaffs.     The  church    is  handfome  and  fpacious, 
having  been  lately  rebuilt ;  the  roof  is  fupported 
}>y  numerous  pillars,  the  fhafts  of  which  are  each 
©f  one  entire  ftone,    of  a   reddilh  colour,    and 
wefC  hewn  out  of  a  quarry  in  the  neighbourhood 
©f  the  town.     Penrith  was   formerly  fortified   to 
the  weft,  with   a  royal   caftle  belonging  to   the 
iLings  of  England,  but  by  which  of  them  it  was 
founded,  is  at  this  tiraie  uncertain.     This  caftle^ 
©f  which  we  have   annexed  an  engraved   repre- 
fentation,  is  now  in  ruins  ;  it  continued  in  the 
crown  till  William  the  Third  granted  it,  together 
with  the  honour  of  Penrith, to  William  Bentinclc, 
earl  of  Portland,  anceftor  to  the  prefent  duke  of 
Portland. 

In  the  church-yard,  on  the  north  fide  of  Pen- 
rith,, is  a  fepulchral  monument,  which  we  muft 
not  pafs  over.  It  confifts  of  large  pillars,  each 
four  yards  in  height,  and  about  five  yards  diftant 
one  from  the  other.  The  inhabitants  have  a 
tradition,  that  they  were  fet  up  in  memory  of  a 
knight,  named  Sir  Owen  Caefarius,  of  great 
ftrength  and  ftature,  infomuch,  that  they  fay 
bis  body  reached  from  one  pillar  to  the  other. 
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and  that  the  rude  figures  of  bears,  which  are  of 
ftone,  and  ere£ted  two  on  each  fide  of  his  grave, 
between  the  pillars,  are  in  memory  of  his  great 
exploits  againft  thofe  creatures,  but  we  do  not 
remember  to  have  ever  read  that  bears  infefted 
{England  ;  it  is  therefore  more  probable,  that  he 
killed  wild  boars,  and  that  the  bears  were  a  part 
of  his  eniign's  armorial.  On  the  out-fide  of  the 
veftry  wall  to  the  north,  is  alfo  a  rude  infcrlption 
in  Latin,  fignifying  that  there  was  a  plague  in 
this  county,  A.  D.  1598,  whereof  died  ^t  Ken- 
dal 2500,  at  Richmond  2200,  at  Penrith- 2266, and 
at  Carlifle  1196.  The  fubjeft  of  this  infcription 
is  the  more  remarkable,  becaufe  our  hiftorians  do 
not  mention  any  fuch*diftemper  having  raged  that 
year,  yet  is  the  circumftance  ftill  farther  corrobo- 
rated by  the  church  regifter  of  Edenhall,  a  neigh- 
bouring parifh,  which  takes  notice  of  forty-two 
perfons  dying  of  the  plague  the  fame  year  in  that 
little  village.  Penrith  has  a  confiderable  weekly 
market  on  Tuefdays,  and  has  two  annual  fairs 
for  horfes  and  horned  cattle,  namely,  on  Whit- 
fun-Tuefday  and  Nov.  11. 

There  was  formerly  at  Penrith,  a  houfe  of  grey 
friars,  founded  before  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Se- 
cond, but  its  revenue  is  not  known.  There  are 
two  charity-fchools  here,  one  for  boys,  and  the 
other  for  girls,  both  which  were  by  a  benefa6lioii 
of  one  Mr.  Robinfon,  a  citizen  of  London,  wha 
gave  55  /.  per  annum  to  the  parifh. 

In  the  year  1383,  Penrith  was  burnt  by  the 
Scots,  who  had  cruelly  ravaged  the  v/hole  coun- 
ty, taking  advantage  of  the  retreat  of  Richard  JL 
after  he  had  gained  many  advantages  over  them, 
qjid  driven  them  into  their  own  country,  with  fire 
and  fword,  which  was  owing  to  the  bad  advice  of 
his  favourite,  and  the  jealoufy  he  had  conceived  of 
the  duke  of  Lancafter.      This   happened  in    the 
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eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  his  weak  behaviour, 
on  this  occafion,  was  afterwards  made  a  principal 
article  againft  him. 

From  Penrith,  a  road  extends  north-eaft 
to  Newcaftle  in  Northumberland.  At  about  a 
mile  north  of  this  road,  and  four  north-weft  of 
Penrith,  are  the  two  Salkelds,  at  the  lefler  of 
them  are  two  circles,  confifting  of  feventy-feven 
ftones,  each  ten  feet  high,  and  before  them  at 
the  entrance  ftands  one  by  itfelf,  which  is  fifteen 
feet.  This  the  common  people  call  Long-meg, 
and  the  reft  her  daughters.  Within  the  circle 
there  are  two  heaps  of  ftones,  under  which  the  in- 
habitants fuppofe  there  are  dead  bodies  buried  ; 
and  Camden  thinks  it  very  probable,  as  he  ima- 
gines the  great  ftones  are  the  monument  of  fome 
vidlory.  However  the  annotator  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  ftones  in  the  middle  are  no  part  of  the 
monument ;  but  have  been  gathered  off  the  adja- 
cent ploughed  lands,  and  have  been  thrown  to- 
gether here  as  in  a  wafte  corner  of  the  field  ;  and 
as  to  the  great  ftone,  there  Is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  this  was  formerly  a  Druid  temple. 

At  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  north  of  this 
road,  and  eight  miles  north-eaft  of  Penrith,  is 
Kirk-Oswald,  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
river  Eden.  It  is  at  prefent  a  town  of  no  great 
note,  but  was  formerly  famous  for  its  caftle, 
founded  foon  after  the  conqueft,  by  Radulph  En- 
gaine,  lord  of  Kirk-Ofwald,  and  afterwards  came 
by  marriage  to  Sir  Hugh  Mervill,  one  of  the  four 
knights  who  killed  Thomas  a  Becket,  the  fvvord 
with  which  he  killed  him  is  faid  to  have  been  kept 
here  for  fome  time.  The  caftle  next  came  by 
marriage  to  the  Moltons ;  and  then,  in  the  reigu 
of  king  Edward  III.  to  the  Dacres,  in  which  fa- 
mily it  continued  till  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
when  by  marriage  of  the  heirefs,  it  c.an^e  to  the 
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family  of  the  Leonards,  earls  of  SufTex,  in  which 
it  continued  till  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  when 
the  laft  earl  of  that  name  dying  without  ilTue 
male,  it  was  expofed  to  fale,  and  purchafed  by- 
Sir  Chriftopher  Mufgrave,  Bart.  This  caftle,  if~ 
we  may  judge  by  the  ruins,  muft  have  been  large 
and  extenfive  ;  many  of  the  walls  are  yet  ftanding 
with  an  hexagonal  tower  ftill  entire,  having  bat- 
tlements on  its  top.  Kirk-Ofwald,  which  received 
its  name  from  the  church  being  dedicated  to  St. 
Ofvvald,  has  a  weekly  market  on  Thurfdays,  and 
two  annual  fairs  for  horned  cattle,  on  the  Thurf- 
day  before  Whitfunday,  and  Auguft  5. 

Proceeding  on  the  fame  road,  at  the  diftance  of 
eighteen  miles  north-eafl  of  Penrith,  is  Alston- 
More,  a  market  town  on  the  eaftern  borders  of 
the  county  near  Northumberland,  on  the  road 
leading  from  Penrith  to  Newcaftle.  It  is  not  a 
place  of  any  great  confequence,  which  may  be 
the  reafon  why  our  modern  geographers  have  omit- 
ted to  mention  it.  Near  this  town  the  river 
South  Tine  takes  its  rife,  and  there  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  an  ancient  copper  mine.  The 
market  is  held  on  Saturdays,  and  there  are  two 
annual  fairs,  namely,  on  the  laft  Thurfday  in 
May,  and  the  firft  Thurfday  in  September,  for 
horned  cattle,   horfes,  lirinen  and  woollen  cloth. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  Penrith,  and  proceed- 
ing weftward  in  the  road  towards  Cockermouth, 
pafs  to  Dacre  Castle,  which  lies  two  miles 
fouth  of  the  road,  and  nine  miles  from  Penrith, 
and  is  famous  for  being  the  place  where  Conftan- 
tine,  king  of  the  Scots,  and  Eugenius,  king  of 
Cumberland,  put  themfelves  and  their  kingdoms 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Englifli  king  Athel- 
ftan.  It  is  fituated  near  a  little  river  of  the  fame 
name,  and  was  the  feat  of  the  Barons  de  Dacre, 
to  Y/hom  it  gave  that  denomination,  and  from  it 
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fprung  the  whole  family  of  the  Dacres  of  the 
north.  It  contmued  in  poflefHon  of  the  Dacres 
till  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  came 
by  marriage  of  the  heirefs  to  the  Leonards,  earls 
of  Sullex,  the  laft  earl  of  which  name  dying  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne  without  ifliie  male,  it  was 
expofed  to  fale,  and  purchafed  by  Sir  Chriftopher 
Mufgrave,  Bart,  who  transferred  it  to  Edward 
Halfell,  Efq;  the  prefent  proprietor. 

Having  proceeded  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the 
weflward,  we  fhall  turn  to  the  left,  in  order  to 
vifit  Keswick,  which  is  fourteen  miles  fouth-eafl: 
of  Cockermouth)  about  twenty  eaft  of  Whiteha- 
ven, and  286  north-weft  of  London.  It  is  fitua^ 
ted  near  the  north-weft  end  of  the  lake  Derwent- 
water,  in  a  fertile  plain,  almoft  encompafled  with 
the  mountains,  called  Derwent  Fells,  on  which 
the  waters  that  rife  from  below  are  perpetually 
condenfed.  The  air  of  this  town  is  mild,  it  be- 
ing particularly  fheltered  from  the  north  winds^ 
by  the  lofty  mountain  called  Skiddaw.  The 
town  is  however  greatly  decayed,  and  much  infe- 
rior to  what  it  was  formerly.  It  chiefly  confifts 
of  one  long  ftreet,  and  has  a  workhoufe  for  the 
poor  of  the  place,  ere6ted  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.,  by  Sir  John  Banks,  knight,  a  native  of" 
this  town.  Kefwick  haS  been  long  noted  for  ha- 
ving within  its  neighbourhood  mines  of  the  fineft 
black  lead  in  the  world ;  hence  it  is  chiefly  inha- 
bited by  miners,  and  many  of  the  poorer  inhabi- 
tants fubfift  by  carrying  on  a  trade  with  ftrolling 
Jews  with  black  lead  clandeftinely  procured.  It 
has  a  weekly  market  on  Saturdays,  and  one  an- 
nual fair,  held  on  the  fecondof  Auguft^  forleather 
and  woollen  yarn. 

The  Skiddaw,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  is 

feated,  is  fkirted  with   the  lake  Bafingthwaite,  a 

:large  piece  of  water  about  a  mile  broad  and  five 

miles 
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miles  long,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  Widehope 
Fells,  with  their  impending  woods,  form  a  beau- 
tiful and  romantic  profpedl.  The  lake  Derwent- 
water  is  about  two  miles  broad,  and  four  miles- 
long,  and  adorned  with  feveral  beautiful  and  well 
wooded  iflands,  among  thefe  is  Lady  illand,  on 
which  flood  the  feat  and  caftle,  now  in  ruins,  of 
the  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  the  Rad- 
cliffs,  earls  of  Derwentvvater,  but  the  title  was 
forfeited  by  the  unhappy  rebellion  of  the  laft  pof- 
fefTor  of  this  eftate. 

In  going  from  Kefwick  to  the  Wad  Mines,  as 
they  are  called  in  Cumberland,  on  the  left,  is  a 
ridge  of  rude,  craggy  rocks,  extending  near  four 
miles  ;  and  on  the  right  is  Kefwick  lake,  beyond 
which  is  a  group  of  pyramidical  hills,  which 
form  an  uncommon  appearance.  At  the  head  of 
this  lake  the  Derwent  is  contracted  to  a  narrov/ 
river,  and  runs  between  two  precipices,  whofe 
fummits  are  covered  with  wood,  and  are  8co  yards 
in  perpendicular  height.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Derwent,  in  this  ftreight,  and  directly  under  one 
of  thefe  ftupendous  precipices,  lies  the  village  of 
Grange. 

After  pafling  this  gut,  the  Bowder  ftone  of 
3arrowdale  prefents  itfelf  to  the  traveller's  view. 
This  is  by  much  the  largeft  ftone  in  England, 
being  at  leaft  equal  in  fize  to  a  firft  rate  man  of 
war.  It  lies  clofe  to  the  road  fide  on  the  right 
hand,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  fragment  de- 
tached from  the  precipice  above,  by  lightening,  or 
perhaps  an  earthquake.  The  road  now  proceeds 
through  groves  of  hazel,  which  grow  here  with 
great  luxuriance,  and  bear  excellent  nuts.  Bar- 
rowdale  chapel,  the  area  of  which  is  fcarcely  e- 
qual  to  that  of  a  pidgeon-cote,  and  its  height 
•much  lefs,  isfituated  on  the  left  hand,  but  before 
you  come  to  it  the  valley  expands,  and  the  two 
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flreams,  which  are  here  divided,  form  the  Der-** 
went  by  their  union.  The  curious  traveller  now 
enters  another  narrow  valley,  winding  through 
mountains  totally  barren,  and  after  an  hour's  tra- 
velling, arrives  at  Leathwaite,  which  is  juft  un- 
der the  mines,  and  near  ten  miles  ride  from  Kef- 
wick.  A  dreadful  fcene  now  prefents  itfelf  to 
view,  a  fteep  mountain,  above  700  yards  high, 
is  to  be  climbed  on  foot ;  here  the  precipices  are 
furprizingly  variegated  with  apices,  prominences, 
fpouting  jets  of  water,  catara6ts,  and  rivers  pre- 
cipitated from  the  clifFs  with  an  alarming  noice. 
After  paffing  one  of  thefe  rivers  over  a  wretched 
foot  bridge  the  traveller  begins  to  afcend,  when 
in  about  an  hour  he  reaches  the  fpot  where  the 
interloping  miners  dig  with  mattocks,  and  other 
inftruments,  in  the  "rubbilh  of  the  mines,  that 
were  formerly  wrought,  for  lumps  of  black  lead, 
hy  felling  which  thefe  fellows  make  a  livelihood. 

The  black  lead  is  found  in  heavy  lumps,  fome 
"being  hard,  gritty,  and  of  fmall  value,  others 
foft,  and  of  a  fine  texture.  The  lumps  found  in 
the  rubbifh  feldom  exceed  half  a  pound  in  weight, 
but  thofe  found  in  the  mines  are  faid  to  weigh  fix 
or  (even  pounds  ;  they  work  forward  for  it,  and 
the  pits  refemble  quarries  or  gravel  pits.  The 
hill  in  which  it  is  found  is  a  dirty  brittle  clay,  in- 
terfperfed  with  fprings,  and  in  fome  places  fhivers 
of  the  rock.  Black  lead  grows  in  great  plenty 
from  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  to  the  height  of 
^bove  300  yards  ;  but  the  upper  part  is  in  a  man- 
jier  entirely  barren.  This  mineral  has  not  any  of 
the  qualities  of  metal,  for  it  will  not  fufe  but  cal- 
cine in  an  intenfe  fire.  Before  its  value  was  dif- 
covered,  the  farmers  ufed  it  to  mark  their  fheep, 
a^  thofe  of  the  fouth  countries  do  ruddle  ;  Mr. 
Smith  of  Wigton,  who  made  an  actual  furvey  of 
toe  fpot  obfcrvesj  thit  it  is  neither  the  petroleum. 
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the  melanteria,  nor  the  pingultis  of  the  ancients, 
nor  does  it  agree  with  any  defcription  in  Pliny  or 
Aldrovandus.  About  150  yards  above  the  rub- 
l)ifh,  where  the  interlopers  dig^  is  the  miners 
lodge,  to  which  the  afcent  is  very  fteep. 

After  reaching  the  fummit  of  the  black  lead 
hill,  there  is  a  large  plain  to  the  wefl,  from 
whence  arifes  another  craggy  afcent  of  near  500 
yards  in  height.  The  whole  mountain  is  called 
Unnifterre.  On  this  fecond  precipice  not  an  herb 
is  to  be  feen,  except  wild  favine,  growing  in  the 
interftices  of  the  naked  rocks.  Here  the  profpect 
is  dreadful,  the  horrid  projedlion  of  vaft  promon- 
tories, the  vicinicy  of  the  clouds,  the  thunder  of 
the  explofions  in  the  ilate  quarries,  with  moun- 
tains heaped  on  mountains  all  around,  fiil  the 
mind  with  a  kind  of  involuntary  horror. 

Before  we  quit  the  neighbourhood  of  KefwicJ^^ 
it  may  be  proper  to  mention  a  furprifing  inunda- 
tion which  happened'  in  the  valley  of  St.  John, 
on  the  22d  of  Auguft  1749.  It  began  with  moft 
terrible  thunder  and  incellant  lightening,  the  pre- 
ceding day  having  been  extremely  hot  and  fultry. 
The  inhabitants,  for  two  hours  before  the  break-* 
ing  of  the  cloud,  heard  a  ftrange  noife,  like  the 
wind  blowing  in  the  tops  of  high  trees.  It  is 
thought  from  the  great  damage  it  did  in  fo  fiTiall  a 
^ace  of  time  as  two  hours,  to  have  been  a  fpout 
or  large  body  of  water,  which,  by  the  lightening 
incefiantly  rarefying  the  air,  broke  at  once  on  the 
tops  of  the  mountains,  and  defcended  upon  the 
valley  below,  which  is  about  three  miles  long, 
half  a  mile  broad,  and  lies  nearly  caftand  weft,  be- 
ing clofcd  on  the  fouth  and  north  fides  with  pro- 
^igioufly  high,  fteep,  and  rocky  mountains. 
Legburthet  Fells  on  the  north  fide  received  almoft: 
the  whole  catarad,  for  the  fpout  did  not  extend 
sibovQ  a  mile  in  kngth.  It  chiefly  fwelled  four 
C  z  fmall 
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fmall  brooks,  but  to  fo  amazing  a  degree,  that  the 
largeft  of  them,  called  Catcheety  Giil,  fwept  a- 
way  a  mill  and  a  kiln  in  five  minutes,  leaving  the 
place  where  they  flood  covered  with  fragments  of 
rocks  and  rubbifh  three  or  four  yards  deep,  info- 
much,  that  one  of  the  mill-ftones  could  not  be 
found.  During  the  violence  of  the  ftorm,  the 
fragments  of  rocks  which  rolled  down  the  moun- 
tain choked  up  the  old  courfe  of  this  brook,  but 
the  water  forcing  its  way  through  a  ftiivery  rock, 
formed  a  chafm  four  yards  wide,  and  about  eight 
or  nine  deep.  Thefe  brooks  lodged  fuch  quanti- 
ties of  gravel  and  fand  on  the  meadows  on  their 
borders,  that  they  were  irrecoverably  loft.  Many 
large  pieces  of  rocks  were  carried  a  confiderable 
way  into  the  fields  ;  fome  larger  than  a  team  of 
t^w  horfes  can  move,  and  one  of  them  meafuring 
nineteen  yards  about. 

This  county,  befides  the  remarkable  perfons  aU 
ready  mentioned,  has  produced  the  following  emi- 
nent perfons. 

John  Aglionby,  an  eminent  divine,  was  born 
of  a  genteel  family,  and  admitted  a  fludent  of 
Queen's  college  in  Oxford,  of  which  he  afterwards 
became  a  fellow.  Having  finifhed  his  ftudies  he 
travelled  into  foreign  countries,  where  hecontrac- 
ed  an  acquaintance  with  the  famous  cardinal  BeU 
larmin.  Upon  his  return  to  England,  he  was  ap-^ 
pointed  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  queen  Elizabeth. 
He  afterwards  enjoyed  the  fame  dignity  under 
king  James  the  Firft,  and  had  a  confiderable 
ftiare  in  the  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament, 
which  was  made  in  that  prince's  reign.  He  died 
February  the  6th,  i6io,  in  the  44th  year  of  his 
age. 

Edmund  Grindal,  a  learned  prelate  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  was  born  about  the  year  I5i9» 
^\  Hcnfingham  in  Cumberland,  and  educated  \i\ 
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the  unlverfity  of  Cambridge.  By  the  intereft  of 
Ridley,  bifhop  of  London,  to  whom  he  was  chap- 
kin,  he  obtained  the  chanterfhip  of  St.  Paul's  ca- 
thedral, a  prebend  of  Weftminfter,  and  the  ho- 
nour of  being  chaplain  to  king  Edward  the  Sixth. 
After  the  death  bf  that  prince,  he  travelled  i.-nto 
German  V,  in  order  to  avoid  the  perfecutions  which 
raged  under  queen  Mary.  But  upon  the  accef- 
fion  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  returned  to  England, 
and  was  promoted,  firft  to  the  fee  of  London,  then 
to  that  of  York,  and  in  1575  to  the  archbifhopric 
of  Canterbury.  Tov/ards  the  latter  end  of  his 
life  he  fell  undefi"  the  queen's  difpleafure,  and  was 
confined  to  his  houfe,  and  fequeftered  from  his 
jurifdiction  ;  but  this  ftorm  he  at  laft  happily 
weathered.  He  died  July  the  6th,  1583,  and 
Vv^as  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Croy- 
don. 

William  Nicholfon,  a  learned  Englifh  bifhop 
in  the  eighteenth  century,  was  the  fon  of  Mr. 
Jofcph  Nicholfon,  redor  of  Hemibland  in  Cum- 
berland, and  was  born  at  Orton  about  the  year 
1655.  After  a  proper  foundation  of  grammar 
learning,  he  was  fent  to  Oxford,  took  the  firft 
degrees,  and  then  went  to  travel  into  Germany, 
and  upon  his  return  vifited  France.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival in  England,  his  merit  recommended  him  to 
the  bifhop  of  Carliile,  who  made  him  his  chap- 
lain, and  collated  him  to  the  archdeaconry  ;  fo 
that  at  length  he  was  promoted  to  the  See  of  Car- 
lifle,  having  before  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
in  the  literary  world.  He  was  deeply  engaged  in 
the  Bangorian  controverfy,  which  began  in  the 
year  17 17,  and  foon  after .  was  removed  to  a 
bifhopric  in  Ireland,  and  made  archbifhop  of 
Caftiel  in  1727.  He  died  a  few  days  after  his 
promotion  at  Derry,  leaving  the  character  of  a 
very  laborious  and  learned  man. 
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We  fhall  here  give  a  defcription  of  the  i^e  of 
Man,  on  account  of  its  being  fituated  nearer  to  the 
coaft  of  Cumberland  than  to  that  of  any  other 
county. 

Jhe  Isle   cf  Man. 

The  name  of  this  ifland  feems  to  have  been 
derived  from  Mona,  the  name  by  which  it  was 
called  by  Julius  Casfar.  Pliny  calls  it  Monabia, 
and  Ptolemy  Monaeda,  which  are  fuppofed  to 
fignify  the  more  remote  Mona,  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  the  ifland  of  Anglefea,  which  the  Romans 
alfo  called  by  the  name  of  Mona  j  yet  other  wri- 
ters have  imagined,  that  it  received  its  prefent 
name  from  the  Saxon  word  ?nang^  which  fignifies 
among^  from  its  fituation  between  the  kingdoms 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  and  that  hence 
arofe  the  exprefiion  Mancks-men,  Mancks-lan- 
guage,  &c.  _ 

This  ifland  v/as  inhabited  by  the  Britons  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans,  but  when  they  v/ere  after- 
wards difpofTefled  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  ter- 
ritories by  the  Saxons,  Picls  and  Scots,  it  became' 
fubjeft  to  the  latter  ;  and  we  are  informed  by  Oro- 
fius,  that  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  century, 
"both  Ireland,  and  the  lile  of  Man,  were  inhabited 
by  the  Scots,  and  that  the  prefent  inhabitants 
appear  to  be  the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Scots,  from  their  language,  which  ftill  bears  a 
Bear  affinity  with  the  Erfe,  and  differs  but  little 
from  that  fpoken  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland, 
and  by  the  irifh.  The  Norweo;ians,  however, 
during  their  repeated  invafions  of  Britain,  con- 
'<^uered  this  ifland,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  weftern 
illes  of  Scotland,  over  which  they  fet  up  a  king, 
who  had  the  title  of  king  of  the  Ifles,  who  chofe 
the  lile  of  Man  for  the  place  of  his  refidence  ;  but 

ia 
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jn  confequence  of  a  treaty  between  Magnus  IV. 
king  of  Norway,  and  Alexander  III.  king  of  Scot- 
land, concluded  in  the  year  1266,  the  Weftern 
ifics  and  Man  among  the  reft,  were  ceded  to  the 
Scots,  and  in  1270,  Alexander  having  driven  the^ 
king  of  Man  out  of  the  ifland,  united  it,  together 
with  the  reft  of  the  weftern  iiles,  to  the  crown 
of  Scotland.  However,  Henry  IV.  king  of  Eng- 
land, obtained  the  pofteHion  of  the  lile  of  Man, 
and  gave  it  to  John  lord  Stanley,  in  whofe  family 
it  continued  till  very  lately,  when  the  laft  lord 
tStanley,  earl  of  Derby,  dying  without  iffue,  the 
duke  of  Atholl,  his  fifter's  Ton,  fucceeded  him  as 
lord  of  Man  and  the  ifles,  and  continued  in  the 
poftefiion  of  the  ifland  till  it  was  purchafed  by  his 
prefent  majefty,  of  the  duke  and  dutchcfs  of 
Atholl,  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign. 

The  remains  of  antiquity  in  this  ifland  are  very 
numerous.  The  ancient  churches  round  Peel- 
caftle,  appear  to  have  been  originally  pagan  tem- 
ples, and  in  one  of  them  is  ftill  a  large  ftone  re- 
i'embling  a  tripos.  On  feveral  of  the  tombs  in 
thefe  churches  are  fragments  of  letters,  ftill  (o  in- 
telligible, as  to  put  it  beyond  doubt,  that  they 
were  different  infcriptions,  in  the  various  charac- 
ters of  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  Arabian, 
Saxon,  Irifti,  and  Scots  languages  j  and  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  country  in  which  more  Runic  infcrip- 
tions are  to  be  met  with,  than  in  this  ifland,  par- 
ticularly upon  funeral  monuments.  Thefe  in- 
fcriptions are  generally  cut  upon  long,  flat  rag- 
ftones,  with  crofl^es  on  one  or  both  fides,  and  are 
to  be  read  from  the  bottom  upwards.  Thefe  in- 
fcriptions are  generally  upon  the  edge  of  the  ftone  ; 
and  upon  the  fides  are  crofl^es  and  fmall  figures  of 
men,  horfes,  ftags,  dogs,    birds,    and   other  de- 
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In  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  are  many  fe- 
pulchral  tumili  or  barrows,  in  feveral  of  which 
have  been  found  urns,  but  moft  of  them  were 
broken  in  digging  them  up  j  yet  burnt  bones, 
white,  and  as  fre&  as  when  interred,  were  found 
in  each  of  them. 

Jn  the  laft  century  were  dug  up  in  this  ifiand 
feveral  brafs  daggers,  and  other  military  inftru- 
ments  of  the  fame  metal,  well  made,  and  after- 
warcfs  was  found  a  target,  refembling  thofe  ftiil 
to  be  feen  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  fludded 
with  nails  of  gold,  without  any  alloy,  and  faften- 
ed  with  rivets  of  the  fame  metal.  A  very  fine  fil- 
ver  crucifix  was  likewife,  feme  years  ago,  dug  up 
in  the  illand,  together  with  feveral  pieces  of  anci- 
ent gold,  filver,  and  copper  coin. 

According  to  the  Scottifh  writers,  the  Inhabi- 
tants were  converted  to  Chriftianity  by  the  care 
of  Crathlint,  king  of  Scotland,  who  fent  bifliop 
Amphibalus  here,  about  the  year  360  ;  but  it  is 
the  more  general  opinion,  that  St.  Patrick  plant- 
ed Chriftianity  in  this  iflandj  and  ere6led  the  epif- 
ccpal  fee  here  in  447. 

1  he  Ifle  of  Man  is  feated  about  half  v/ay  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland,-  dire<51:ly  wefl:  of  the 
fouthern  part  of  Cumberland,  and  the  northern 
part  of  Lancaihire.  It  is  fituated  between  the 
fifty-third  degree  fifty-three  minutes,  and  the 
fifty-fourth  degree  tv/enty-three  minutes  north  la- 
titude, and  betv/een  the  fourth  degree  twelve  mi- 
nutes, and  the  fourth  degree  forty-four  minutes 
weft  longitude,  and  is  about  thirty  mile^  ^ong» 
and  fifteen  broad  in  the  wideft  part ;  but  the  nor- 
thern point,  as  well  as  two  promontories  to  the 
fouth,  are  verv  narrow.  A  high  ridgre  of  moun- 
tains  runs  almoft  the  whole  length  of  the  ifland  ; 
and  fupplies  the  inhabitants  on  either  fide  with 
firing  and  water,  for  abundance  of  little  rivulets 
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Vun  from  thence  to  the  fea ;  and  by  the  fides  of 
them  the  inhabitants  have,  for  the  moft  part, 
built  their  houfes.  The  fides  of  the  mountains 
are  alfo  ftored  with  heath  and  excellent  peat  for 
fuel.  The  higheft  of  thefe  mountains  called  Sna* 
field,  rifes  about  five  hundred  and  eighty  yards 
perpendicular,  as  appears  from  their  being  meafu- 
red  by  the  barometer.  The  fummit  of  this  moun- 
tain affords  a  fine  profpedl  of  England,  Scotland, 
Wales  and  Ireland.  The  foil,  as  in  moft  other 
places,  is  very  different.  To  the  fouth  it  coniifts 
of  lime  ftone,  and  is  very  fertile.  The  mountains 
are  cold  and  lefs  fruitful,  but  the  vallies  between 
them  afford  good  pafture,  hay  and  corn.  To- 
wards the  north,  the  foil  is  dry  and  barren,  but 
might  be  greatly  improved  by  the  life  of  marie, 
of  which  there  is  fuiiicient  plenty  in  feveral  of  the 
northern  parifhes.  A  large  tract  of  land,  called 
the  Curragh,  runs  the  breadth  of  the  Ifle  between 
Ramfey  and  Ballaugh,  which  is  in  the  northera 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  was  formerly  a  bog,  but 
fmce  its  being  drained,  it  has  become  one  of  the 
richeft  parts  of  the  country  ;  and  though  the  peat 
is  fix,  eight,  and  ten  feet  deep,  yet  by  hufbandry 
and  burning,  they  have  obtained  a  furfaceof,mould 
that  will  bear  the  plough.  In  this  bog  have  been 
found  very  large  trees  of  oak  and  fir,  fome  of 
them  two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  forty 
feet  long,  which,  the  inhabitants  .fuppofe,  have 
lain  there  ever  fince  the  deluge.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  the  oaks  and  firs  do  not  lie  promifcuouily  ; 
but  where.there  are  plenty  of  the  one,  there  are  ge- 
nerally few  or  none  of  the  other.  In  fome  parts  of 
this  trad,  there  is  a  remarkable  layer  of  peat,  that 
extends  for  fome  miles  together,  two  or  three 
feet  in  thicknefs,  under  a  layer  of  gravel,  clay  or 
earth,  that  is  two,  three,  and  even  four  feet  thick, 
C  5  The 
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The   inhabitants  chiefly  manure  their  land  witJl 
lime  and  fea-wreck. 

Among  the  quarries  of  ftone  here  is  one  of 
black  marble,  fit  for  tomb-ftones,  and  the  floors 
of  churches  ;  and  alfo  good  rocks  of  lime-ftone, 
which,  being  burnt  with  peat  or  coal,  is  ufed  to 
manure  ban  en  land.  Thefe  ftones  are^  in  fome 
places,  full  of  petrified  fhells  of  different  kinds, 
and  fuch  as  are  not  now  to  be  found  on  thefe  coafts. 
Here  are  many  quarries  of  flate,  fit  for  covering 
houfes,  of  which  great  quantities  are  exported. 
Dr.  Gibfon  obferves  in  his  Camden,  that,  at  a  place 
called  the  Spanifh-head,  is  a  rock,  out  of  which 
are  wrought  long  flones  refembling  beams,  fit  for 
mantle  trees  of  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  long,  and 
ilrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  highefl 
ilack  of  chimnies.  There  are  mines  of  lead,  cop- 
per and  iron,  and  many  hundred  tuns  of  lead 
have  been  melted  and  exported  from  hence  5  but 
here  are  no  coals. 

With  refpeft  to  the  rivers  of  this  ifland,  they 
are  all  inconfiderabie  flreams  ;  the  principal  of 
ihefe  are  the  Selby,  which  rifes  near  Chriftchurch, 
and  running  a  fmall  diflarice  to  the  eaft,  turns  to 
the  north,  and  falls  into  Ramfey  bay.  The  White 
'Water  runs  from  north  to  fouth,  and  being  join- 
ed by  an  inconfiderabie  fi:ream,  called  the  Black 
Water,  pafles  by  Douglas,  and  falls  into  Douglas 
bay  ;  thefe,  with  fome  others,  are  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  ifland.  On  the  weft  are  Clanmey,  which^ 
sfter  a  fbort  courfe,  falls  into  Dauby  bay  ;  and 
the  Neb,  which  runs  north-eaft,  and  fails  into 
Peel  bay. 

The  air  is  fharp  and  cold  in  winter,  particular- 
ly in  fuch  places  as  are  expofed  to  the  winds^ 
which  are  very  boifterous ;  but  in  all  fuch  places 
as  have  a  natural  fiielter,  the  air  is  as  mild  as  in 
Lancafhire  j  the  frofts  being  fhort,  and  the  fnow 

feldom 
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feldom  lying  long  on  the  ground,  efpecially  near 
the  fea.  Hence  the  orchards  and  gardens  pro- 
duce as  good  fruit,  and  neceflaries  for  the  kitchen, 
as  any' of  the  neighbouring  countries.  Though 
the  winds  are  frequent,  and  fometimes  trouble-- 
fome,  they  drive  away  all  noxious  vapours,  fothat 
no  contagious  diftemper  has  ever  been  known  ia 
the  ifland,  and  the  inhabitants  generally  live  to 
a  great  age. 

The  black  cattle  and  horfes  are  for  the  moft 
part  lefs  than  thofe  of  England  ;  but  from  the  late 
improvements  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  thefe 
have  been  in  the  fame  degree  improved,  and  fome 
have  been  bred  here  as  large  as  in  other  places. 
They  have,  indeed,  a  fmall  hardy  breed  of  horfes 
in  the  mountains,  that  are  little  more  than  three 
feet  high,  and  are  much  coveted  by  gentlemen 
abroad  for  their  children  j  but  befides  thefe,  they 
breed  horfes  of  a  fize  proper  either  for  the  plough 
or  the  faddle.  In  the  mountains  are  a  fmali 
breed  of  fwine,  called  Purrs,  which  breed  and 
live  continually  in  the  mountains,  without  com- 
ing  to  the  houfes.  Here  are  alfo  a  breed  of  wild 
fheep,  and  both  thefe  and  the  hogs  are  account- 
ed excellent  meat.  Among  the  fheep,  they  have 
a  fpecies  called  Loughton,  of  a  bufF  colour,  that 
have  a  fme  wool,  which  is  made  into  a  pretty 
cloth,  without  being  dyed  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that 
there  are  neither  foxes,  badgers,  otters,  moles, 
hedgehogs  nor  fnakes,  in  the  ifland.  T'here  is 
here,  however,  an  airy  of  eagles,  and  at  lead 
two  or  three  of  faulcons  of  a  very  fpirited  kind, 
for  which  reafon  king  Henry  IV.  in  his  grant  of 
this  ifland  to  Sir  John  Stanley,  firft  king  of  Man, 
of  that  family,  obliged  him  to  prefent  him  and 
his  fuccelFors,  upon  the  day  of  th^jir  cgronation, 
with  a  cait  of  fauicons, 
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In  treating  of  the  fowls  of  this  Ifland,  we  ougK6 
not  to  omit  that  very  near  the  fouth-weft  promon- 
tory, called  the  Mull  hills ;  there  is  a  fmall  ifland 
named  the  Calf  of  Man,  which,  at  a  particular 
feafon  of  the  year,  is  reforted  to  by  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  fea-fowl,  particularly  puffins,  which  breed 
there  in  the  holes  of  the  rabbits ;  and  it  is  even 
faid,  that  the  rabbits  refign  their  habitations  to 
thefe  fowl  during  the  time  they  remain  on  the 
ifland.  About  the  middle  of  Auguft,  when  the 
young  puffins  become  fufficiently  fledged,  and  are 
ready  to  take  wing,  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
catch  them  in  fuch  quantities,  that  between  four 
and  five  thoufand  of  them  are  taken  every  year, 
part  of  which  is  confumed  by  the  inhabitants,  and 
part  of  them  pickled  and  fent  abroad  as  prefents. 

ThelfleofMan  is  well  fupplied  with fifh, particu- 
larly herrings,  of  which  there  is  fuch  a  confider- 
able  iifliery,  that  above  20,000  barrels  have  beert 
frequently  exported  in  one  year  to  France  and 
other  countries.  I'he  time  of  the  herring-fifliery 
is  between  July  and  Allholland-tide.  The  whole 
fleet  of  boats,  each  of  which  is  about  two  tons 
burthen,  is  under  the  government  of  the  water- 
bailifFon  fhore,  and  under  an  officer  at  fea,  called 
^  vice  admiral,  who,  by  the  fignal  of  a  flag,  di- 
rects them  when  to  caft:  their  nets.  There  were 
due  to  the  lord  of  the  ifle,  ten  {hillings  from,  eve- 
ry boat  that  took  above  ten  meafe,  every  meafe 
being  live  hundred  herrings,  and  one  fliilling  to 
the  water-bailiff.  In  acknowledgment  of  the  greae 
bleffing  of  this  fiftiery,  and  that  God  may  be  pre- 
vailed with  to  continue  it,  every  evening  bcforQ 
they  go  to  fea,  the  whole  fleet  attends  divine  fer- 
vice  on  the  {bore,  at  the  feveral  ports ;  the  refpec- 
tive  incumbents  on  that  occafion  making  ufe  of  a 
form  of  prayer,  leflbns,  &c.  compofed  for  that 
pttrpofe.     Befldes   this,  a  petition  is  inferted  in 

the 
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the  Litany,  and  ufed  in  the  public  fervice  through- 
out the  year,  for  the  blelTings  of  the  fea. 

The  inhabitants  are  a  civilized,  orderly  people, 
generally  very  charitable  to  the  poor,  and  hofpi- 
table  to  flrangers,  particularly  in  the  country, 
where,  if  a  ftranger  comes  to  their  houfes,  they 
would  think  it  an  unpardonable  crime,  not  to 
give  him  a  {hare  of  the  befb  provifions  and  liquors 
they  have  in  the  houfe.  They  have  ever  enter- 
tained a  profound  refpecl  for  their  lords,  efpecial- 
\y  for  thofe  of  the  houfe  of  Derby,  who  have  al- 
ways treated  them  with  great  regard  and  tender- 
iiefs.  Thin  oat-cakes  is  the  common  bread  of  the 
country. 

In  their  drefs  they  imitate  the  Englifh  ;  only 
the  poorer  fort  among  the  men,  efpecially  in  the 
country,  wear  a  kind  of  fandals  of  untanned  lea- 
ther, crofs  laced  from  the  toe  to  the  inftep,  and 
gathered  about  the  ancle.  People  of  fome  fortune 
have  good  fubftantial  ftone-houfes  covered  with 
ilate  ;  others  are  thatched  ;  and  that  the  thatch 
may  not  be  blown  ofF  by  the  boifterous  winds,  it 
is  fecured  by  a  kind  of  net-v/ork  formed  of  ftrav# 
bands. 

Their  lords  had,  for  a  long  time,  waved  the  ti- 
tle of  kings,  and  were  only  filled  Lords  of  A4an  and 
the  Ifles,  though  they  continued  to  enjoy  moft  of 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  as  giving  the  final 
afcent  to  all  laws  ;  the  power  of  pardoning  offen- 
ders, and  of  changing  the  fentence  of  death  into 
banifhment ;  of  appointing  and  difplacing  the 
governor  and  officers  ;  with  a  right  to  all  forfei- 
tures for  treafon,  felony  and  felf-murder. 

The  manner  in  which  the  lord  of  Man,  at  his 
firfl  accelTion,  received  his  inveftiture,  and  the 
homage  of  his  people,  was  as  follows.  He  fat  on 
Tinwald-hill,  in  a  chair  of  flate,  with  a  canopy 
pver  his  head,  in  the  open  air,  facing  a  chapel, 

where 
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where  public  prayers,  and  a  fermon,  were  mad^ 
on  thefe  occafions.  Before  him  his  fword  was 
held  with  the  point  upward.  His  barons,  name- 
ly the  bifhop  and  abbot,  with  the  reft,  according 
to  their  degrees,  fat  by  his  fide  ;  his  beneiiced 
men,  council  and  deemfters,  fat  before  him  j  his 
gentry  and  yeomanry,  and  the  twenty-four-  keys 
in  their  order,  while  the  commons  ftood  without 
the  circle,  with  three  clerks  in  their  furpliccs. 
The  lords  appointed  a  governor,  lieutenant  or 
captain,  who  conftantly  refided  at  Caftle-town, 
where  he  had  a  handfome  houfe,  and  a  falary  fuit- 
able  to  his  ftation.  He  held  a  ftafF  in  his  hand, 
as  the  enfign  of  his  authority,  and  when  he  took 
his  oath,  fwore  to  do  right,  between  the  lord  and 
his  people,  as  uprightly  as  the  f.aff  now  Jlandeth, 
He  was  to  take  care  that  all  officers,  civil  and 
military,  difcharged  their  duty.  He  was  chan- 
cellor, and  to  him  was  an  appeal  from  the  inferior 
courts,  and  from  him  to  the  lord  ;  and  after  all, 
if  there  was  occafion,  to  the  king  of  Great-Britain 
in  council. 

The  council  of  the  iHand  confided  of  the  go- 
vernor, the  biihop,  the  archdeacon,  two  vicars 
general,  the  receiver  general,  the  comptroller,  the 
water-bailiff,  and  the  attorney-general,  twenty- 
four  men  called  the  Keys,  fo  called  from  their  un- 
locking, as  it  were,  or  folving  the  difficulties  of 
the  laws,  formed  the  reprefentatives  of  the  com- 
mons, and  two  men  called  Deemfters,  v/ere  the 
judges,  both  in  cafes  of  common  law,  and  in  cri- 
minal and  capital  oiFences.  The  council,  and  the 
twenty-four  keys,  palTed  all  new  laws,  and  in 
conjundion  with  the  deemfters,  fettled  and  deter- 
mined the  meaning  of  the  ancient  laws  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  coanLry.  A  court  was  held  in  the 
open  air  on  a  hill,  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland, 
annually  oa  St.  John's  day,  called  the  Tinwald  j 
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tt  confifteJ  of  the  governor,  the  fpirltual  and  tem« 
poral  officers,  with  the  twenty-four  keys,  and  tv/o 
deemfters.  At  this  great  afTembly  all  the  new 
laws  were  publifhed^  after  their  having  received 
the  afient  of  the  lord  of  the  ifland  ;  and  every 
perfon  had  a  right  to  prefect  any  uncommon 
grievance,  and  to  have  his  complaint  heard  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  country.  The  two  deemfters 
are  the  temporal  judges,  both  in  cafes  of  common 
law,  and  of  life  and  death  ;  but  thofe  difputes 
that  are  too  trivial  to  be  brought  before  a  court, 
are  decided  at  their  houfes.  We  ought  not  here 
to  omit  the  fingular  oath  taken  by  the  deemfter, 
when  he  enters  upon  his  office,  it  being  expreiled 
in  thefe  words  :  You  jhall  do  jujiice  between  man  and 
?nan^  as  equally  as  the  kerr'tng-hone  lies  between  the 
two  fides » 

There  are  many  laws  peculiar  to  this  if.and  : 
thus,  if  there  be  no  fon,  the  eldeft  daughter  in- 
herits. A  widow  has  one  half  of  her  hufband's 
real  eflate,  if  (he  be  his  firft  wife,  and  one  quar- 
ter if  fhe  be  the  fecond  or  third ;  but  if  any  wi- 
dow marries  again,  or  mifcarries,  flie  lofes  her 
widow's  right  in  her  late  hufband's  eftate.  A  child 
born  before  marriage  is  capable  of  inheriting,  pro- 
vided the  marriage  follov/s  within  a  year  or  two^ 
and  the  woman  was  never  defamed  before,  with 
regard  to  any  other  man.  If  any  man  gets  a 
farmer's  daughter  with  child,  he  is  compelled  to 
marry,  or  endow  her  with  fuch  a  portion  as  her 
father  would  have  given  her.  If  a  fmgle  woman 
profecutes  a  Tingle  man  for  a  rape,  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  judges  impannel  a  jury,  and  if  this  jury  finds 
him  guilty,  he  is  brought  before  the  temporal 
courts,  where,  if  he  be  found  guilty,  the  deem- 
Her  delivers  to  the  woman  a  rope,  a  fwcrd  and  a 
ring,  and  fhe  has  it  in  her  choice  to  have  him 
hanged  J  or  beheaded,  or  to  marry  him.     Thefe 

regulai 
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regulations  are  flili  obferved,  fofar  as  is  confiftent 
with  the  inhabitants  being  at  prefent  fabjed  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain, 

The  bifliop  is  ftiled  Bifliop  of  Sodor  and  Man, 
and  fometimes  Sodorde  Man.  Whence  he  deriv- 
ed the  title  of  Sodor  is  uncertain, and  is  variouily 
accounted  for;  but  the  mofl  probable  opinion  feems 
to  be,  that  It  arofe  from  a  fmall  ifland,  within 
a  mufket  (hot  of  the  fhore,  near  the  town  of 
Peel,  on  which  is  the  ancient  cathedral,  which 
being  dedicated  to  SwT/ip,  our  Saviour,  was  origi- 
nally called  Ecclefia  Soterenfis^  from  which  it  was 
corrupted  into  Sodorenfts.  He  was,  till  lately,  no- 
minated to  the  See  by  the  lord  of  the  ifland,  who 
prefented  him  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  for 
his  royal  allent,  and  then  to  the  archbifhop  of 
York  for  confecration.  The  bifliop,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  being  a  baron  of  the  ifland,  has  no 
feat  in  the  Britifti  parliament.  He  has  a  court  for 
his  temporalities,  where  one  of  the  deemilers  fits 
as  judge;  and  he  has  this  remarkable  privilege, 
that  if  any  of  his  tenants  is  guilty  of  a  capital 
crime,  and  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life,  the  bifliop's 
fleward  may  demand  him  from  the  lord's  bar,  and 
try  him  in  the  bifhop's  court,  by  a  jury  of  his 
own  tenants  5  and  in  cafe  of  convi6lion,  his  lands 
are  forfeited  to  the  bifhop,  but  his  goods  and  per- 
fon  were  at  the  lord's  dilpofal.  The  ecclefiaftical 
courts  are  held  by  the  bifliop  in  perfon,  his  arch- 
deacon, his  vicars  general,  or  the  archdeacon's  of- 
ficial, who  are  the  proper  judges  in  all  controver- 
fies  which  happen  between  executors,  within  a 
year  after  probate  of  a  will,  or  adminiftration 
granted.  The  difcipline  of  the  church  is  ex- 
tremely ftrlcl,  OiFenders  of  all  conditions  being 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  its  cenfures,  commutation 
of  penances  being  aboiilhed  by  law  j  and  fuch  as 

are 
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arc  guilty  of  contumacy,  are  either  imprlfoneJ  or 
excommunicated. 

In  all  the  courts  of  the  ifland,  as  well  ecclefi- 
ailical  as  civil,  both  parties,  whether  men  or 
women,  plead  their  own  caufes.  It  is  B'^^  Qf  late 
years,  that  attornies  came  into  pradice.  ''thty 
are  ftill  not  confidercd  as  necelTary,  and  law- 
fuits  are  determined  without  any  great  expencc. 
The  manner  of  fummoning  a  perfon  before  a  ma- 
giftrate  is  pretty  fmgular  :  upon  a  piece  of  thin 
ilate  or  ftone  the  magiftrate  makes  a  mark,  which 
is  generally  the  initial  letters  of  his  chriilian  and 
furname,  which  being  delivered  to  the  proper  of- 
ficer, he  {hews  it  to  the  perfon  fummoned,  in- 
forms him  of  the  time  and  place,  in  which  he  is. 
to  make  his  appearance,  and  at  whofe  fuit;  and  if 
he  difobeys  this  fummons,  he  is  either  fined  or 
committed  to  prifon,  till  he  pays  cofls,  and  gives, 
fecurity  for  his  ftanding  trial. 

The  principal  manufactures  of  this  ifland  are 
linen  and  woollen  cloths,  ccnfiderablc  quantities 
of  which  are  exported  ;  the  other  articles  of  trade 
are  black  cattle,  wool,  hides,  fkins,  honey,  tal- 
low and  herrings.  By  an  act  pafled  in  the  feventh 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty's  reign,  feveral  pre- 
miums are  granted  for  the  encouragement  of  in- 
duftry  and  trade.  While  this  country  continued 
fubject  to  the  lords  of  Man,  vafl  quantities  of 
goods  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as 
from  France,  Holland,  and  other  places,  were 
landed  here,  depofited  in  ware-houfes,  and  after- 
wards run  afliore  on  the  coaft  of  England,  Scot- 
land and  Ireland  ;  by  which  means  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  was  greatly  injured,  and  this  ren- 
dered it  neceflary  to  bring  the  inhabitants  under 
the  immediate  fubjedion  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain, 

With 
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With  refpetSl  to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  dl- 
vifion?,  this  iiland  is  divided  into  fix  flieadings, 
each  of  which  is  under  the  government  of  a  par- 
ticular magiftrate,  who  is  in  the  nature  of  a  ihc- 
rifF,  and  being  entrufted  with  the  peace  of  his 
diftriiSi:,  fecures  criminals  and  brings  them  to  juf- 
tice.  The  ifland,  as  we  have  already  intimated, 
is  a  diocefe  of  itfelf,  and  lies  in  the  province 
of  York.  It  contains  only  feventeen'  parifhes, 
and  four  market  towns,  namely,  Caftle-town, 
Douglas,  Peel  and  Ramfey,  each  of  v/hich  has 
its  harbour,  and  a  caftle  or  fort  for  its  defence. 

Castle  Town,  aifo  called  Castle  Russen, 
the  metropolis  of  the  iHand,  received  its  name 
from  a  fine  ancient  caftle,  faid  to  have  been  ere(ft- 
ed  by  Guttred,  king  of  Man,  about  the  year  96c. 
This  caftle,  notwithftanding  its  antiquity,  is  ftill 
a  handfome  ftru6lure,  it  being  built  of  marble, 
and  is  a  ftrong  place,  furrounded  with  two  broad 
walls  and  a  moat,  over  which  is  a  draw  bridge, 
and  adjoining  to  it,  within  the  walls,  is  a  fmali 
tower,  w'^ere  ftate  prifoners  were  formerly  con- 
fined. Within  the  caftle  are  held  the  courts  of 
j'jftice,  and  on  one  fide  of  it  is  the  governor's 
houfe,  which  is  a  fpacious  and  commodious  ftruc- 
ture,  and  has  a  fine  chapel,  with  feveral  offices 
belonging  to  the  court  of  chancery.  The  town 
ftands  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  the  ifland,  on  a 
fine  harbour,  called  Caftle-town  bay.  The  build- 
ings here  are  the  moft  regular  of  any  place  in  the 
iiland,  and  here  the  governor  keeps  his  court,  and 
the  principal  officers  of  the  government  refide. 

Douglas  is  fituated  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  ele- 
ven miles  north-eaft  of  Caftle-town.  This  is 
the  richeft  and  moft  populous  town,  and  has  the 
beft  market  of  any  in  the  ifland.  It  has  lately 
encreafed  in  the  number  of  its  buildings,  but  the 
iireets  are  very  irregular.     There  is  here  a  neat 

chapel,^ 
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chapel,  a  public  fchool,  and  feveral  good  houfes, 
With  excellent  vaults  and  cellars  for  merchants 
goods.  The  harbour  is  not  only  the  beft  in  the 
iiland,  but  one  of  the  beft  in  the  Britifh  dominions. 
About  half  a  mile  from  Douglas  are  ftill  ftand- 
ing  the  remains  of  a  very  magnificent  nunnery,  in 
which  are  feveral  fine  monuments,  with  frag- 
ments of  infcriptions,  one  oi  which  is  as  follows  : 

ILLUSTRISSIMA   MATILDA  FILIA REX   MER- 

ciAE This  Matilda  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 

the  daughter  of  Ethelbert,  one  of  the  Saxon  kings 
of  Mercia,  who  is  faid  to  have  died  a  reclufe.  A- 
nother  monument  has  the  following  imperfedl  in 

fcription  : cartesmunda  virgo  immacu 

LATA ANNO   DOMINI   1230.     This  tomb   is 

fuppofed  to  have  been  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Cartefmunda,  the  beautiful  nun  of  Wincheftcr, 
who  fled  from  the  violence  offered  her  by  king 
John,  and  who  probably  took  refuge  in  this  mo- 
naftery,  and  was  interred  here. 

About  five  miles  to  the  northvv'ard  of  Cadle- 
town,  is  a  confiderable  inland  village,  named 
Balley-Salley,  where  formerly  ftood  a  religi- 
ous foundation,  begun  in  IC98,  by  Mac  Manis, 
governor  of  the  iiland  ;  but  afterwards  Olave, 
king  of  Man,  granting  fome  pofTeffions  here  to 
the  abbey  of  Furnes  in  Lancafhire,  Ivo  or  Evan, 
abbot  of  Furnes,  ere6ted  in  1134,  a  Cifterfian 
abbey  in  this  place,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Ma- 
ry, and  fiibordinate  to  Furnes.  In  1192,  the 
Monks  removing  to  Douglas,  continued  there  four 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Bally-Salley,  where 
they  flouri{hed  fome  years  after  the  general  fup- 
preflion  of  religious  houfes  in  England. 

Eleven  miles  north  of  Douglas  is  Ramsey, 
which  is  feated  on  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the 
ifland,  and  is  only  remarkable  for  a  good  fort, 
|tnd  an  excellent  harbour,  north  of  which  is  a 


6S  ^Description^ 

fpaclous  bay,  in  which  the  greatefl  fleets  may  riJ<? 
at  anchor  with  the  utmoft  fafety,  from  all  winds 
but  the  north-eaft. 

Peel  is  fituated  on  the  weilern  coaft,  fixteen. 
iniles  fouth-weft  of  Ramfey,  and  ten  miles  north- 
weft  of  Caftle-town.  It  is  a  place  of  confiderable 
trade,  and  has  feveral  good  houfes.  Upon  a  fmall 
i/land,  clofe  to  the  town,  is  Peel  caftle,  in  which 
is  a  garrifon  :  this  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  beft 
fituated  caftles  in  the  world  ;  for  the  ifland  upon 
which  it  {lands  is  a  huge  rock,  of  a  ftupendous 
height,  above  the  level  of  the  fea ;  fo  that  it  is 
inacceffible  from  all  quarters,  except  the  town, 
from  which  it  is  fsparated  by  a  fmall  ilraight  that 
may  be  forded  at  low  water.  The  caftle  is  fur- 
rounded  by  three  walls  well  planted  with  cannon. 
Thefe  walls  are  of  a  prodigious  thicknefs,  and 
built  of  a  bright,  durable  ftone.  The  afcent  to 
the  caftle,  from  the  place  of  landing  to  the  firft 
wall,  is  fixty  fteps  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  on  the. 
outfideof  this  exterior  v/all  are  four  watch  towers. 
From  the  firft  to  the  fecond  wall  is  an  afcent  of 
thirty  fteps,  alio  cut  out  of  the  rock.  Within 
the  interior  wall,  round  the  caftle,  are  the  remains 
of  three  churches  fo  decayed,  that  they  contain 
only  the  v/alls  and  a  few  tombs.  There  is  here 
alfo  a  fourth  church,  which  is  the  cathedral  of 
the  ifland,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Germain,  the 
firft  bifhop  of  Man.  This  ftruclure  is  kept  in 
better  repair,  and  within  it  is  a  chapel  appropri- 
ated to  the  ufe  of  the  biftiop,  under  which  is  a 
dungeon,  for  fuch  offenders  as  incur  the  punifti- 
ment  of  imprifonment,  in  virtue  of  a  fentence  of 
the  eccleftaftical  courts  j  and  is  reprefented  as 
one  of  the  mcft  dreadful  places  of  confinement 
that  imagination  can  form.  The  caftle  is  faid  to 
be  amazingly  magnificent,  and  that  the  largenefs 
Zfid  ioftinefs  of  the  rooms,  the  fine  echos  refound-* 
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ing  through  them,  the  many  winding  galleries, 
and  the  prorpe6t  of  the  fea  and  fhips,  from  fuch 
an  eminence,  fill  the  minds  of  the  fpedators  with 
aftonifliment. 

The  bifliop  has  his  refidence  in  the  parifh  of 
Kirk  Michael,  where  he  has  a  good  houfe  and 
chapel,  with  large  gardens  and  pleafant  walks, 
(heltered  with  groves  of  fruit  and  foreft  trees,  and 
is  fo  well  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  that 
from  thence  it  is  eafy  for  him  to  vifit  any  part  of 
his  diocefe,  and  to  return  home  in  the  fame  day. 

With  refpedl  to  the  religious  foundations  not 
yet  mentioned,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  at 
Bemakan,  a  village  in  Kirk-Harberry  parifh, 
was  a  houfe  of  Minor  Friars,  founded  in  1373, 
And, 

.  At  Ball AxMONA,  Godred,  king  of  IVIan,  found- 
ed a  monaftery  in  11 76,  but  it  was  afterwards 
granted  to  the  abbey  of  Bally-Salley,  to  which 
(he  Monks  removed. 
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DENBIGHSHIRE. 


^*^  HIS  county,  of  North  Wales,  czU 
^  ^  led     in   Britifh    Sir    Dhinbech,    is 

^  T  "^  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Flintfhirc 
^  Jtf  and  Shropfliire,  on  the  weft  by  Ca- 

"^^^^  ernarvonfhire  and  Merionethlhire, 
on  the  north  by  the  Jrifh  fea  and  part  of  Flint- 
fhire,  and  on  the  fouth  by  Montgomeryfhire  ;  it 
being  in  length  about  thirty-one  miles  from  eaft  to 
weft,  feventeen  broad,  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
near  ii8  in  circumference. 

The  weftern  part  of  this  county  is  fomewhat 
barren,  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  full  of  heaths  and 
craggy,  bare  hills  ;  the  middle,  where  there  is  the 
fpacious  vale  of  Llwyd,  is  very  fruitful  j  b.ut  the 
eaftern  parts  are  not  fo  fertile,  except  where  wa- 
tered by  the  river  Dee.  The  hufbandmen,  how- 
ever, have  been  long  endeavouring,  with  good  fuc- 
cefs,  to  improve  even  the  weftern  parts,  by  pare- 
ing  oft"  the  earth  with  a  broad  inftrument,  into 
thin  clods  and  turfs,  which  they  pile  up  in  heaps, 
then  burn  to  afties,  and  afterwards  fcatter  theni 
upon  the  land,  and  thereby  produce  fuch  quanti- 
ties of  rye,  as  is  almoft  incredible. 

The  air  is  reckoned  extremely  healthy,  though 
rendered  ftiarp  and  piercing  by  a  vaft  chain  of 
mountains,  which  nearly  furrounds  the  county, 
the  tops  of  which,  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  are  covered  with  fnow.  The  inhabitants 
are,  in  general,  long  liyed,  and  thofe  of  the  vale 

of 
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^f  Llwyd   remarkable  for  their  fpirit  and  viva- 
city. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Llwyd,  which 
rifes  at  the  bottom  of  an  hill  fouth-weft  of 
Buthin,  v^hence  running  north-eail,  and  pailing 
that  town,  it  directs  its  courfe  nearly  north-weft 
by  the  city  of  St.  Afaph,  in  Flintftiire,  and  falls 
into  the  Irifh  fea,  a  few  miles  north-v/eft  of  that 
city.  The  Elwy,  which  rifes  in  the  fouth-wcft 
part  of  the  county,  runs  north  and  north-eaft,  and 
falls  into  the  Llwyd,  near  St.  Afaph.  The  Dee, 
which  rifes  near  Bala,  in  Merionethfhire,  runs 
north-eaft  thro'  Denbighfhire  into  Chefhire,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  defcription  of  that  county : 
and  the  Conway,  which  feparates  Denbighfliire 
from  Caernarvonfhire.  The  lefs  confiderable 
ftreams,  are  the  Alwen,  the  Aled^  the  Llawedok, 
the  Neag,  and  the  Gyrow. 

Thefe  rivers  afford  plenty  of  fifli,  of  different 
kinds.  The  hills  and  heaths  feed  infinite  num- 
bers of  goats  and  fheep,  and  the  vallies  abound 
with  black  cattle  and  corn.  This  county  has 
likewife  a  variety  of  fowls,  wild  and  tame,  and 
contains  feveral  lead  mines,  particularly  about 
Wrexham,  which  yield  plentiful  fupplies  of  ore. 

The  manufactures  of  this  county  are  chiefly  of 
gloves  and  flannels ;  the  former  at  Denbigh,  and 
the  latter  at  Wrexham. 

Amongft  the  hiils,  above-mentioned,  is  a  place 
called  Kerigy  Drudion,  fo  denominated  from  the 
Druids ;  though  fome  doubt  of  this,  becaufe  Der- 
wydhon  is  the  only  name  met  with  in  the  Lexi- 
con, which  fignifies  Druids.  Camden  tells  us, 
this  word  fignifies  Druid  flones,  and  that  at  Voe- 
las,  there  are  fome  pillars,  infcribed  with  flrange 
Jetters,  which  fome  take  to  be  the  characters  ufed 
by  the  Druids.  But  his  Annotator  tells  us,  he 
has  inquired  after  thefe  iloi^es  in  vain,  and  that 

the 
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the  moft  remarkable  ftone  monuments  now  re- 
maining  in  this  parifli,  are  two  of  that  kind,  cal- 
led Kiftiewmaen,  or  Stone-Chefls.  Another  gen- 
tleman is  of  opinion,  it  is  in  vain  to  feek  after 
Druid  or  other  infcriptions  in  this  county ;  and 
that  thofe  mentioned  by  Mr.  Camden,  though 
they  boaft  of  very  great  antiquity,  are  only  ob- 
fcure  and  intricate,  from  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  thf 
ftone-cutter. 

The  moft  remarkable  piece  of  antiquity  in  the 
parilh  of  Kerig  y  Drudion,  are  two  folitary  pri- 
ibns,  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  in  the  time  of 
the  Druids,  They  are  placed  about  a  furlong 
from  each  other,  and  are  fo  fmall,  that  they  will 
conveniently  contain  only  a  fingle  perfon.  They 
are,  as  before  obferved,  fomewhat  in  the  form  of 
large  chefts,  from  which  they  chiefly  difFer,  in 
their  opening  or  entrance.  They  ftand  north  and 
fouth,  and  are  each  of  them  compofed  of  {qvqr 
ftones  ;  of  which  four  are  above  fix  feet  long,  and 
about  a  yard  in  breadth.  They  are  fo  placed,  as 
to  reprefent  the  funnel  of  a  chimney;  and  a  fifth, 
which  is  not  fo  long,  but  of  the  fame  breadth,  is 
pitched  at  the  fouth  end  thereof,  firmly  to  fecure 
that  pafTage.  On  the  north  end  is  the  entrance, 
where  the  fixth  ftone  is  the  lid,  and  guard  of  this 
ciofe  confinement.  But  becaufe  it  was  neceftary 
to  remove  it  occafionally,  it  is  not  of  weight  fuffi- 
cient  to  guard  the  prifoner  ;  therefore  on  the  top 
ftone  lies  the  feventh,  which  is  fo  vaft,  that  it  re- 
quired great  ftrength  to  remove  it  towards  the 
north  end  ;  that  with  its  weight  it  might  faften, 
and  as  it  were  clafp  the  dobr- ftone. 

The  Annotator  farther  obferves,  that  the  parlfti 
received  its  name  from  thefe  ftones  ;  and  that 
thofe  rude  ftones,  ereded  in  a  circular  order  fo 
common  in  this  ifland,  are  alfo  Druid  monu- 
ments ;  that  in  the  midft  of  fuch  circles,  ftone 

chefts 
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■cliefts  are  fometimes  found.  But  that  any  of  them 
were  ufed  as  prifons  in  the  time  of  the  Druids, 
<ioes  not  at  all  appear. 

This  county,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  was 
part  of  the  country  of  the  Ordovices,  and  fome 
Britons,  who  were  forced  out  of  Scotland,  are 
faid,  in  their  turn,  to  have  driven  the  Saxons 
hence ;  and,  by  the  afTiflance  of  the  Welib,  to 
have  poITelled  themfclves  of  all  this  dillridl,  from 
the  river  Conway  to  the  Dee, 

Denbighfhire  is  at  prefent  divided  into  twelve 
hundreds,  in  which  are  contained  four  market 
towns,  and  fifty-feven  parities.  It  is  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  in  the  diocefes  of  Ban- 
gor and  St.  Afaph.  It  fends  only  two  members 
to  parliament,  one  for  the  county,  and  one  for  the 
town  of  Denbigh, 

On  entering  this  county  by  the  road  from 
Shrcpfoire,  we  come  to  W^rexham,  which  is 
feated  in  a  fmall  territory,  called  Bromfield,^faid 
to  abound  in  lead,  twenty-eight  miles  north  by 
weft  of  Shrewfbury,  twelve  fouth  of  Cliefter,  and 
167  north-weft  of  London.  The  town  is  large, 
well  built,  and  well  frequented.  It  is  remarkable 
for  a  very  curious  and  beautiful  church,  in  which 
was  a  noble  organ,  that  was  deftroyed  in  the  great 
rebellion.  The  tower  is  lofty  and  of  moft  exqui- 
£te  workmanfhip,  adorned  v/ith  neat  carved  work 
and  feveral  fi2;ures.  The  church  was  built  about 
the  year  1507,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Giles.  It  is 
f;iid  to  be  heretofore  collegiate  ;  it  is  in  length  178 
feet,  in  breadth  fixty-two,  and  the  height  of  the 
iione  building  of  the  tower  135  feet.  Old  accounts 
mention,  that  the  town  was  burnt  in  the  year 
1463.  Befides  this  church,  the  town  has  two 
ineeting-houfes.  Wrexham  is  a  great  mart  for 
^2nnel,  which  is  here  bousht  up  in  vaft  quanti- 
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ties.  This  manufa6lure  is  the  chief  employment 
of  the  poor  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  has  two 
markets,  but  that  on,  Mondays  is  fmail,  though 
that  on  Thurfdays  is  very  confiderable  for  corn, 
cattlcj  and  provifions.  It  has  four  fairs,  name- 
ly, on  the  23d  of  March,  Holy  Thurfday,  the 
6th  of  June,  and  the  19th  of  September,  for 
cattle,  horfes,  hardware,  hops,  Manchefter- 
goods.  See.  Not  far  from  this  town,  fome  parts 
of  Offa's  dyke  are  ftill  vifible  :  this  was  a  trench 
caft  up  by  OfFa  the  great  king  of  Mercia,  as  a 
boundary  between  his  fubje<5ts  and  the  Britons. 

To  the  fouthward  of  Bromfield  lies  a  tradt  cal- 
led Chirk  ;  this  is  a  mountainous  country,  in 
which  are  two  caftles.  One  of  them  has  the 
name  of  Chirk,  but  was  anciently  called  Caftall 
Crogen.  It  lies  near  the  borders  of  Shropihire, 
but  we  do  not  find  when  it  was  firft  founded. 
However  Roger  Mortimer,  the  third  fon  of  Ro- 
ger, earl  of  Wigmore,  rebuilt  it,  and  it  is  now  the 
feat  of  the  Middletons.  It  is  ftill  very  entire, 
though  it  is  built  after  the  ancient  manner,  and 
feems  much  more  proper  for  a  place  of  defence, 
than  for  a  dwelling-houfe.  It  has  three  round 
towers,  one  at  each  end,  and  one  in  the  middle; 
and  the  ftrudure  between  each  is  much  about  the 
fame  breadth  as  the  diameter  of  the  towers,  though 
they  are  all  contiguous.  (See  an  engraved  view 
of  Chirk  caftle  hereto  annexed.)  John  Morti- 
mer, lord  of  Chirk,  and  grandfon  of  the  aforefaid 
Roger,  fold  the  lordfhip  of  Chirk  to  Richard  Fitz- 
Alan,  earl  of  Arundel. 

The  village  of  Chirk,  which  is  a  little  to  the 
caftward  of  this  caftle,  and  nine  miles  fouth  of 
Wrexham,  has  three  fairs,  on  the  fecond  Thurf- 
day in  February,  the  fecond  Tufeday  in  June, 
and  on  November  i2j  for  ftieep,  horned  cattle 
^pd  horfes, 
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DrNAS  Bran  Gallic  is  alfo  in  the  territory  of 
Chirk,  feated  near  the  northern  bank  of  the  river 
Dee,  on  the  high  top  of  a  fharp  hill.  Its  name 
feems  borrowed  from  a  brook,  fo  called  in  its 
neighbourhood.  This  was  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  the  feat  of  Griffith  ap  Madoc  (a  def- 
cendant  from  the  founder,  and  himfelf  a  benefac- 
tor to  the  abbey  of  Llan  Egwefl,  or  Vale  CrucisJ 
who  was  ftiled  Lord  of  Dinas  Bran,  from  his  pof- 
feffing  and  dwelling  in  this  caftle.  He  took  part 
with  king  Henry  III.  and  king  Edward  I.  againft 
the  prince  of  North  Wales,  for  fear  of  whom  he 
was  forced  to  (hut  himfelf  up  in  his  callle.  This 
Griffith,  by  Emma,  daughter  of  James  lord  Aud- 
Jey,  had  ifTue  Madoc,  Llewellyn,  Griffith,  and 
Owen.  The  lordfliip  of  Bromfieid  and  Yale, 
and  the  caftle  of  Dinas  Bran,  came  to  Madoc, 
and  that  of  Chirk  to  Llewellyn ;  but  the  ward- 
fhip  of  thefe  minors  was  given  by  the  king  to 
John  earl  of  Warren,  and  Roger  Mortimer,  who, 
in  the  tenth  of  Edward  I.  obtained  the  lands  for 
themfeives  by  the  king's  charter.  This  calilewas 
lately,  if  it  is  not  ftiil,  in  the  pofleffion  of  Richard 
Middleton,  Efq;  There  are  large  ruins  of  this 
caftle  ftill  remaining,  which  may  be  feen  at  a 
great  diftance,  where  one  part  of  them  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  country  church. 

Holt  Casti,e  is  feated  not  far  from  Wrex- 
ham, on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Dee,  in  the  very- 
edge  of  the  county,  where  that  river  divides  it 
from  Chefhire.  The  Britons  called  it  Caftell 
Llew,  or  Lyorxs  Caftle.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  anciently  a  Roman  camp.  John,  earl  of 
W^arren.  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  begaa 
to  build  here  a  caftle,  which  was  finifhed  by  his 
ion  William.  The  faid  earl  John,  being  guar- 
dian to  Madoc  ap  Griffith,  a  Britifti  prince, 
tceacheroufly  feized  this  and  fome  adjacent  pof- 
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feflions  to  the  prejudice  of  his  pupil.  From  the 
earls  of  Warren  it  came  to  the  Fitz  Alans,  earls 
i.f  Arundal  ;  and  from  them  to  William  Beau- 
champ,  baron  of  Abergavenny ;  and  afterwards 
to  William  Stanley,  who  being  beheaded,  this, 
with  his  other  eftates,  were  forfeited  to  the  crown. 
This  caftle  furrendered  to  the  parliament  forces 
on  the  19th  of  January,  1646.  We  have  given  a 
view  thereof,  though  only  a  few  fragments  of  the 
Myalls  are  now  remaining. 

Llandogla  is  a  village  ten  miles  weft  of 
Wrexham,  in  the  road  which  leads  to  Chefter, 
and  has  five  fairs,  namely,  on  March  11,  April 
2  5,  June  23,  Augufl  4,  and  Odober  26,  for 
cattle. 

Ruthin  Is  fituated  between  the  two  branches 
of  the  river  Clwyd,  fix  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Den- 
bigh, and  183  north-weft  of  London,  on  the  fouth 
part  of  the  vale  of  Clwyd  and  has  the  greateft 
rnarket  in  all  the  vale.  T  his  market  is  held  on 
Mondays.  It  has  the  following  fairs :  March 
IQ,  Friday  before  Whit-funday,  Auguft  8, 
September  30,  November  10,  for  catile  and 
fmall  pedlary.  It  is  a  very  populous  town,  and 
TiOt  many  years  ago  was  farrious  for  a  ftately  caf- 
tle, which,  as  well  as  the  town,  was  built  by 
Roger  Grey,  to  whom  king  Edward  I.  granted 
almoft  the  whole  vale.  This  continued  to  be  the 
feat  of  his  pofterity  the  earls  of  Kent,  till  earl 
Kichard,  lord  of  Ruthin,  dying  without  chil- 
dren, and  Having  no  regard  to  his  brother  Henry, 
fold  it  to,*king  Henry  VII.  Qiieen  Elizabeth 
gave  it,  .*witli  large  pofteffions  in  this  vale,  to 
Ambrofe  Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick.  In  1640  it 
came  to  Charles,  fon  of  Sir  Michael  Longueville, 
bv  Sufan  his  v/ife,  fiftcr  and  heirefs  to  Henry 
Grey.  It  now  belongs  to  Richard  Middleton, 
©f  Chirk-caftle,  Efc^j     The  ruins  of  this   caftle 
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{hew  that  it  was  formerly  very  large  and  ftrong. 
One  part  of  the  wall  is  ftill  nearly  entire,  the  bat- 
tlements being  upon  it.  (See  the  engraved  \'iew 
thereof.)  Ruthin  is  a  corporation,  governed  by- 
two  aldermen  and  burgeffes  ;  has  a  large  hofpi- 
tal,  and  a  free-fchool,  governed  by  a  warden, 
both  founded  and  well  endowed  by  Dr.  Gabriel 
Goodman,  dean  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth. 

This  benevolent  divine  was  a  native  of  Ru-- 
thin,  and  at  his  own  expence  caufed  the  Bible  to 
be  tranflated  into  Welch.  He  was  (o  much 
.  cfteemed  for  his  integrity,  that  the  great  treafurer 
Cecil  made  him  one  of  his  executors,  and  impow- 
ed  him  to  difpofe  of  large  fums  to  charitable  ufcs. 
He  died  in  the  year  1601,  and  v/as  buried  in 
V/eflminfter  abbey. 

Eaftwardof  the  vale  of  CI  wyd,  and  without  it,  lies 
Yal,  a  fmali  high  mountainous  track,  if  compa- 
red Vv'ith  the  neighbouring  parts.  No  river  runs  into 
it  from  any  other  part,  though   it  fends  forth  fe- 
veral   ftreams.     Its  fituation  lays   it  open   to  the 
winds  from  every  corner,  which  renders  it  a  very 
cold,  bleak  country,     Plowever,  thefe  mountains 
are  well  ftored  with  oxen,  fheep  and  goats  ;   and 
the  vallies,  in  fome  places,  are  tolerably  fertile  in 
corn,  efpecially  to  the  eaft  of  the  river  Alen.    But 
the   weftern  fide   is  barren,  and  interfperfed  with 
heaths  and  defarts.     It  contains  nothins;  remark- 
able,  except  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  monaftery,  feat- 
ed  very  pleafantly  in  a  valley,  among  v/oody  hills, 
ten  miles  fouth-eall:  of  Ruthin,  and    is  extended 
in  the  form  of  a  crofs  ;   in    the  Britilb   language, 
this  place  was  called    Llan   Egweft,  alfo  Pont  y 
Groes,  which    fignifies  Valle-crucis,    from   their 
prefenting  king  Edward  I.  wnth  a  piece  of  the  hc- 
ly  crofs,  which  prefent  procured  them  feveral  im- 
munities.    This  abbey  was  for  Ciilercian  Monk-, 
D  3  and 
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and  is  pleafantly  feated  in  the  townfhip  of  Macs 
yr  Ychen,  under  a  hill,  called  Bron  vawr,  in 
the  parifh  of  Llangollen,  near  the  north  banks 
of  the  river  Dee.  It  was  built  by  Madock,  fon 
of  Griffith  Maelor,  lord  of  Bromfield,  or  Lower 
Powes  Chirk  and  Yav/l,  about  the  year  1200. 
It  was  confirmed  to  the  faid  monks  by  his  fon  in 
the  year  1250,  and  was  dedicated  to  God  and  the 
blefted  Virgir>.  This  abbey  is  in  a  lordfhip  which 
belonged  to  the  late  Sir  Watkin  William  Wynne. 
Denbigh,  the  county  town,  ftands  on 
a  branch  of  the  river  Clwyd,  called  the  Iftrod, 
twenty-feven  miles  weft  of  Chefter,  twenty  eaft 
of  Conway,  and  209  north-weft  of  London.  It 
has  a  moft  delightful  profpeil  of  the  rich  vale  of 
Clwyd,  the  old  town  was  fituated  on  afteep  rock, 
not  far  from  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Clwyd. . 
But  being  deferted  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza* 
beth,  a  new  one  much  larger  was  built  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill.  It  was  formerly  called  by  the  Britains 
Cledfryn  yn  Rhos,  that  is,  the  craggy  hill  in 
Rhos.  This  part  of  the  country  was  given  by 
Edward  I.  to  David  ap  Griffith,  brother  to  Lle- 
wellin,  the  laft  prince  of  North  Wales  ;  but  he 
being  foon  after  attainted  and  beheaded  for  high 
treafon,  it  was  given  by  the  fame  king  to  Henry 
Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln.  This  earl  fortified  the 
town  with  a  wall,  not  large  in  circuit,  but  very 
Ilrong,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  ereded  a  caftle, 
adorned  with  many  high  towers ;  but  his  only 
fon  being  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  well  of  this 
caftle,  his  grief  on  this  occafion  made  him  defift 
from  the  work,  and  leave  it  unfiniftied.  After  the 
de^th  of  the  earl  of  Lincoln  this  caftle,  by  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  Alice,  came  into  the 
poifeffion  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter.  King  Ed- 
ward II.  gave  it  to  Hugh  Spencer,  and  afterwards 
Roger  Mortimer  became  the  pofleiTer  of  it  in  the 
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reign  of  king  Edward  HI.  which  Roger  fixed  up 
his  own  arms  on  the  chief  gate.  After  his  execu- 
tion it  came  to  William  Montacute,  earl  of  Sa- 
lifbury  ;  but  was  foon  after  rcftored  to  the  Mor- 
timers ;  and  by  thefe,  at  length  it  came  to  the^ 
houfe  of  York  ;  and  now  belongs  to  the  crown. 
It  was  delivered  up  to  the  parliament  army  on  the 
26th  of  October  1646.  It  appears  to  have  been 
a  place  of  prodigious  flrength,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  fituation,  but  likewife  from  the  hard- 
nefs  of  the  ftones,  and  unufual  thicknefs  of  the 
walls.  It  was  blown  up  after  the  reftoration  of 
king  Charles  II.  (Of  the  north-eaft  view  of  its 
ruins  we  have  given  an  elegant  engraving.)  The 
town,  at  prefent,  is  large,  populous,  and  well 
built,  and  befides  its  manufa6lure  of  gloves,  and 
the  bufmefs  of  tanning,  which  are  brifkly  carried, 
on,  it  otherwife  enjoys  a  tolerable  trade,  and  is 
reckoned  the  beft  town  in  North  Wales.  It  gives 
the  title  of  earl  to  the  noble  family  of  Fielding, 
and  fends  one  member  to  parliament.  It  is  gover- 
ned by  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  and  two  bailiffs,  an- 
nually chofen  out  of  twenty-five  burgefles,  and 
has  alfo  a  town-clerk,  and  two  ferjeants  at  mace. 
It  has  a  good  market,  on  Wednefdays,  for  corn, 
cattle  and  provifions  ;  and  three  fairs,  en  May 
J  4,  July  18,  and  September  25,  for  cattle,  and- 
fmall  pedlars  ware.  There  was  at  Denbigh,  an 
abbey  of  black  monks,  of  the  order  of  St.  Bene- 
dict, founded  and  endowed  by  Adam  Salufbury, 
about  the  time  of  Henry  III.  The  prefent  pro- 
prietor, is  Sir  Lynch  Salifbury  Cotton,  baronet. 
Some  ruins  of  the  walls  are  {till  remaining,  be- 
fides an  entire  ftrudure,  which  appears  like  the 
body  of  a  country  church. 

Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  a  great  benefaflor  to  th^ 

city  of  London, .was  a  native  of  this  town.  This 

gentleman  raifed  a  confiderable  fortune  by  work- 
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ing  fome  fijver  mines  in  Cardiganfhire,  by  which 
he  is  faid  to  have  cleared  2000 1.  a  month  for  fe- 
veral  years   together.     In  the  mean  time  the  citv 
of  London,  net  being   fufficiently  fupplied   with 
water,  three  acts  of  parliament  were  rucceffiveiy 
obtained,  by  which  the  citizens  were  allowed  full 
power  to  bring  a  river  from  any  part  of  Middlefex 
and  Hertfordfliire  3  but  this  projed  was  laid  afide 
as  impradicable,  till   it  was   undertaken  by  this 
great  man,  who,  after  having  made  an  exad  fur- 
vey  of  all  the  rivers  and  fprings  in  Middlefex  and 
Hertfordfhire,  made  choice  of  two,    one   in   the 
parifh  of  Amwell  near  Hertford,  and  the  other 
near  Ware,  both  about  twenty  miles   from  Lon- 
don.    Thefetwo  ftreams  being  united,  he  con- 
veyed them  at  a  very  great  expence  towards  the 
city  ;  but  when  he  had  brought  the  water  into  the 
neighbourhood   of    Enfield,    the  greateft    part  of 
liis  fortune  was  fpent,  upon  which  be  applied   to 
the  lord  mayor  and  common  council  ;  but  they  re- 
fufing  to  afTift  in  carrying  on  this  noble  work,  he 
had    recourfe  to  king  James  L   who  fharing  with 
him    in    the    expence    and    profits,    the    defign 
was  happily  effeded,  and  the  water  brought   into 
the  rdervoiratlilington  on  Michaelmas  day  1613. 
By  this  noble  work  Sir  Hugh  greatly  impaired  his 
fortune ;  however,  though  he  was  a  lofer  in  point 
of  profit,  he  was  a  gainer  in   point  of  honour; 
for  king  James  L  conferred  upon  him  the  honour 
of  knighthood,  and  afterwards  created  him  a  baro- 
net ;  befides   which,    he    had  the   much    greater 
honour   of  being  remembered   by  polterity  as  the 
benefador  of  this   country.     At  his  death  he  be- 
queathed   a  fhare  in   this   New  River  Water  to 
the  Goldfmiths  company,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, for  the  benefit  of  their  poor. 

David  Powel,  a  learned  divine  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  was  born,  in  this  town  about  the  year  : 
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1566,  or  later.  He  was  admitted  into  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Oxford,  but  of  what  college  does  not 
appear.  Taking  holy  orders,  he  became  vicar  of 
Ruabon,  in  his  native  country,  and  obtained. 
likewife  a  dignity  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St. 
Afaph.  In  this  fituation  he  made  himfelf  parti- 
cularly eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  the  Welch 
language  and  hiftory  ;  and,  in  1584,  publifhed 
the  hiftory  of  Cambria,  now  called  Wales ;  and, 
in  the  year  following,  Annotations  on  Giraldus 
Cambrenfis.  He  died  in  1590,  having  left  fe- 
veral  manufcripts  behind  him  fitted  for  the  prefs, 
but  they  have  never  been  publifhed. 

Beyond  Denbigh  is  the  vale  of  Clwyd,  which 
is  about  twenty  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  and  fix 
or  {even  in  breadth.  It  lies  open  to  the  fea,  and 
to  the  north  wind  ;  but  elfewhere  it  is  furrounded 
with  high  mountains,  efpecially  towards  the  eaft, 
which  appear  like  battlements  or  turrets  ;  the 
higheft  of  thefe  is  called  Moeienlhi,  on  the  top 
of  vv^hich  is  a  military  fence  or  rampire,  and  a 
very  clear  fpring.  There  are  alfo  feveral  other 
old  forts  or  intrenchments  in  this  county.  As^firft, 
Pen  y  Gar  vawr  on  Kader  Dhimmael,  diftant  about 
a  mile  from  Kerig  y  Drudion,  which  is  a  circular 
ditch  and  rampire,  of  at  leaft  100  paces  in  dia- 
meter. It  feem.s  to  have  had  once  a  kind  of  wall;, 
but  the  ftones  have  been  long  fmce  carried  away 
by  the  neighbours.  Another  is  at  Kaer-Dhynod, 
which  lies  in-  the  parifh  of  Lhan-Vihangel.  It  lies 
clofe  by  the  river  AKven,  and  is  rather  of  an  oval 
form  than  circular.  The  dyke  or  rampire  con- 
fifled  of  a  vaft  quantity  of  ftones,  that  are  now 
thrown  together,  without  any  order.  On  the  ri- 
ver-fide it  is  about  300  feet  perpendicular,  buf 
isot  half  fo  high  in  any  other  part, 
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On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  is  a  fleep  hilljl» 
about  twice  as  high  as  Kaer-dhynod,  on  whicii 
lies  Kaer-vorwyn)  that  is,  the  maiden  fort.  This  is 
a  large  circular  intrenchmcnt,  and  much  more 
artificial  than  the  former.  Kaer-dhynod,  as  Mr» 
Lloyd  fuppofes,  was  formerly  a  Britifh  camp,  be-* 
caufe  it  agrees  exa<5lly  with  the  defcription  Ta-* 
cltiis  gives  of  the  camp  of  kingCaradacus.  Thero 
is  alfo  a  third  fort  named  Dinas  Melin  y  Wigj 
which  is  thought  to  have  been  a  Britifti  town,  be« 
caufe  it  anCwcrs  to  the  defcription  Caefar  gives  of 
fuch  a  place  ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the  Britons  call 
that  a  Town,  which  is  in  the  midft  of  a  wood, 
furrounded  with  a  vallum  and  a  ditch,  to  pre* 
vent  the  incurfions  of  the  enemy  \  and  this  place 
is  full  of  woads,  dingles,  and  the  like*  ThQ 
fortification  is  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  high,  where 
lowed  ;  it  is  faced  for  the  moft  part  with  a  crag« 
gy  rock,  and  encompafled  with  a  deep  trench^ 
having  two  entries,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Gates. 

Camden  tells  us,  this  vale  is  exceeding  healthy 
and  fruitful,  and  affords  a  pleafant  profpe(St  j  the 
complexion  of  the  inhabitants  is  bright  and  chear** 
ful  ;  their  heads  of  a  found  conflitution  ;  their 
fight  very  lively,  and  even  their  old  age  vigorous 
and  lading*  The  green  meadows,  the  corn  fields^ 
and  the  numerous  villages  and  churches,  afford 
the  moft  pleafant  profpedt  imaginable.  The  river 
Clwyd,  from  the  very  fountain  head,  runs  through 
the  middle  of  it,  receiving  on  each  fide  a  great 
number  of  rivulets. 

Llansannan  is  feated  on  the  river  Alne,  eight 
miles  weft  of  Denbigh,  and  is  only  a  village,  but 
it  has  four  fairs,  on  May  i8,  Auguft  17,  0<51:o- 
bef  26,  and  November  30,  for  cattle,  This, 
place  is  noted  for  a  cave,  made  in  the  fide  of  a 
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(loney  hill  or  rock,  wherein  are  twenty-four  feats, 
fome  bigger  and  fome  lefs,  and  is  greatly  frequent- 
ed by  fhepherds  and  others,  who  look  after  the 
cattle  ;  it  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Arthur's 
round  Table. 

Llanrost  is  a  fmall  place  feated  on  the  river 
Conway,  on  the  very  edge  of  the  county,  (even^ 
teen  miles  fouth-weft  of  Denbigh,  and  198  north- 
weft  of  London.  It  has  a  free-fchool,  a  market 
on  Tuefdays,  and  a  market-houfe,  built  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  Maurice  Wynne,  Efq;  There  is  here  a 
curious  bridge  over  the  Conway,  into  Carnarvon* 
ihire,  170  feet  long,  and  fifteen  wide.  It  confifts 
of  three  arches  5  of  which  that  in  the  centre  is 
fixty-one  feet  wide,  and  the  others  thirty  and  a 
half.  This  town  has  five  fairs,  viz.  on  April  25, 
June  21,  Augufl  9,  September  17,  and  Deccni- 
her  II,  foi:  cattle  and  fmall  pedlars  ware*. 
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,^*»^  HE  river  Derwent  probably  gave 
^  ^  name  to  the   county  town ;  for  the 

t        T       t   Saxons,  who  beftowed  the  name  up- 
\^  ^  on  It,  wrote  it  Deorbi,  and  Camdeii 

'^^^i^  is  of  opinion,  that  the  town  takes  its 
name  from  that  river;  but  the  annotator  upon 
that  author  fuppofes  it  is  fo  called  from  an  habi- 
tation of  deer  ;  and  that  this  opinion  is  confirmed 
by  the  arms  of  the  town,  which  are  a  buck.  cou-» 
chant  in  a  park.  This  indeed  might  be  a  fuj[H- 
cient  proof,  if  the  arms  of  our  corporations  were 
not  fo  lately  and  fo  precarioully  taken  up.  We 
need  give  no  other  inftance  of  this,  but  that  of 
Oxford,  whofe  arms  are  an  ox  in  a  ford  ;  and 
thefe  were  taken  up,  becaiife  the  magiftrates  did 
not  then  know  that  that  city  took  its  name  from 
OIDeyford. 

There  are  feveral  rivers  in  England  that  go 
by  the  name  of  Derwent  Deur-Winden,  in  the 
Britidi  tongue,  fignifying  the  winding  of  the  wa- 
ter. It  is  obfervabie,  that  moft  of  the  ancient 
towns  ftood  upon  rivers,  and  took  their  names  there- 
from ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  Derby  is  derived; 
from  Dcr  Wetbye,  by  dropping  the  middle  fylla- 
ble,  bye  being  a  Saxon  word  for  an  habitation, 
for  which  rcafon  there  arc  many  towns  and  vil- 
lages in  Lincolnfhire,  Cumberland,  and  other 
countless,  v/hofe  names  end  in  bye« 
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According  to  ths  Roman  divifion  of  Britain, 
this  county  was  pofTefled  by  the  Coritani,  who  al- 
fo  inhabited  five  other  counties,  namely,  thofe  or 
Northampton,  Leiceller,  Rutland,  Lincoln  and 
Nottingham.  During  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  Der- 
byfhire  was  in  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  as  were 
the  five  counties  juft  mentioned,  as  alfo  near  ele- 
ven others. 

Derbyfhire  is  an  inland  county,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Yorkfhire  ;  on  the  caft  by  Nottingham- 
fhire  ;  on  the  fouth  by  Leiceflerfhire  ;  and  on  the 
weft  by  Staffordfhire  and  Chefhire.  It  is  fifty-fix 
miles  in  length  from  the  village  of  Stratton,  on 
the  borders  of  Leicefterfhire,  to  the  moft  northern 
extremity  of  the  Peak  ;  and  thirty-eight  miles  in 
breadth,  where  broadeft,  from  Sherbrook,  on  the 
borders  of  Nottinghamfhire,  to  Shaw  Crefs,  on 
the  borders  of  CheiLire  ;  but  in  the  moft  fouthern 
part,  between  Staffordfhire  and  Leicefterfhire,  it  is 
only  nine  miles  broad  j  yet  it  is  at  leaft  164  miles 
in  circumference. 

Its  principal  rivers  are  the  Dove,  the  Derwent, 
the  Irwafh,  and  the  Crav^low  ;  for  the  Trent  on- 
ly runs  a  little  way  on  the  fouthern ,  part,  and 
therefore  will  be  m.ore  properly  taken  notice  of, 
elfewhere.  Some  pretend  the  Dove  is  fo  calledi 
from  its  refembling  the  filver  feathers  of  that  bird  ; 
but  this  is  a  meer  fancy.  Hov/ever,  it  is  famous 
for  the  fiih  called  grayling,  as  well  as  trouts, 
which  are  accounted  the  beft  in  England.  The 
current  is  thought  to  pafs  thro'  a  grieat  deal  of  limc- 
ftone,  which  makes  the  waters  fo  fertile,  that,  if 
it  overflows  its  banks  in  the  fpring,  it  greariy  en- 
riches the  meadows,  infomuch,  that  they  have  a 
proverb  that  fays,  in  April  Dove's  flo9d,  in  worth 
a  lying's  good.  It  rifes  in  the  north-weft  part  of 
the  county,  near  the  three  fnire  ftones,  and  paflTes 
fouth  to  Afl^born  j  then  it  turns  a;little  more, to, 

the 
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the  well,  and  pafTes  by  Uttoxeter;  after  which  It 
turns  eaft,  and  falls  into  the  Trent,  four  miles 
above  Burton-upon-Trent.  Mr,  Cotton  takes 
notice  of  it  in  his  poem  on  the  Wonders  of  the 
Peak,  in  the  following  lines, 

^ — — . — — — .  Thy  murmurs  Dove 

Pieafing  to  lovers,  or  men  fallen  in  love  ; 

With  thy  bright  beauties,  and  thy  fair  blue  eyes^ 

Wound  like  a  Parthian,  while  the  fhooter  flies  -, 

Of  all  fair  Thetes,  none  fo  bright, 

So  pleafant  to  the  tafte,  none  to  the  fight, 

None  yield  the  gentle  angler  fuch  delight. 

To  which  the  bounty  of  a  fl:ream  is  fuch, 

As  only  with  a  fwift  and  tranfient  touch, 

T'inrich  her  fterile  borders  as  flie  glides, 

And  force  fweet  flowers  from  their  marble  fides, 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  river  fometimes  fwells 
fo  much  in  twelve  hours  time,  that  it  has  carried 
off  many  fheep  and  other  cattle,  and  yet  returns 
as  fuddenly  again  into  its  own  channel  j  which  is- 
owing   to   its   running  through    a   mountainous 
Country,  from  which  it  defcends  with  great  irnpe- 
tuofity.     The  ftream  of  the  Derwent  is  of  a  dufky 
colour,    which   proceeds  from  the  foil   it   pafles 
through .     It  rifes  in  the  mod  northern  part  of  the 
county,  and  palTes  fouth-weft  on  to  Derby,  with- 
out  receiving  any  confiderable  river  ;  and  about 
feven  miles  below   Derby  falls   into  the  Trent. 
The  Erwafh,  as  has  been  obferved,  divides   part 
of  this  county  from  Nottinghamfliire,  and  rifes 
about  four  miles    fouth-weft   of  Mansfield.       It 
pafTes  by  no  remarkable  place,  and  falls  into  the 
Trent  eleven  miles  eafl-fouth-eafl  of  Derby.  The 
Crawlow  waters  the  northern  parts,  but  there  is 
nothing  remarkable  to  be  faid  of  it. 

The  eaftern  and  weflern  parts,  into  which  this 
county  is  divided  by  the  river  Derwent,  are  very 

different 
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dlfTerent  both  with  refpefl  to  the  nirj  and  t\iQ  foil, 
except  juft  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  where  the 
land  en  both  fides  is  remarkably  fertile.  In  the 
eaftern  divifion  the  air  is  agreeable  and  healthy  i 
and  the  foil  being  every  where  fruitful,  is  well 
cultivated)  producing  almoft  every  kind  of  grain 
in  great  abundance.  The  fouthern  part  of  the 
county  alfo  partakes  of  this  agreeable  tempera^ 
tare  and  fertility.  But  in  the  more  northern  pare 
of  the  weftern  divifion,  the  air  is  in  general 
(harper,  the  weather  more  variable,  and  florms  of 
wind  and  rain  more  frequent.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  rude  and  mountainousj  and  the  foil, 
excepting  the  vallies,.  is  rocky  and  barren  ;  the 
hills,  however,  afford  pafture  for  numerous  flocks 
of  fheep.  This  part  of  the  country  has  the  name 
of  the  Peak,  which  is  a  word  derived  from  the 
French,  in  v/hich  language  Pique  figniHcs  any 
thing  fharp  and  pointed.  In  the  wildefl  parts  of 
the  Peak  country,  there  is  not  a  bufh  or  tree  to 
be  feen,  for  the  mountains  are  there  entirely  bar* 
ren,  yet  the  vallies  abound  with  paftures  and 
corn-fields  ;  but  there  are  no  hedges,  though  they 
give  that  name  to  a  fort  of  walls  formed  of  loofe 
ftones,  with  which  they  inclofe  their  grounds* 
Here,  fays  Dr.  Stukeley,  '*  the  odd  profpects  af- 
"  ford  fome  entertainm.ent  to  a  traveller,  and  re- 
^'  lieve  the  fatigue  of  fo  tedious  a  road.  Nov/ 
*'  you  pafs  over  barren  moors,  in  perpetual  dan- 
**  ger  of  flipping  into  coal  pits  and  lead  mines  ; 
"  or  ride,  for  miles  together,  on  the  edge  of  a 
"  fteep  hill,  on  folid  flippery  rock,  or  loofe  flones, 
^'  with  a  valley  underneath,  where  you  can  fcarce- 

*<  ly  difcover  the  bottom  with  your  eye. The 

"  extended  fides  of  the  mountains  are  generally 
**  powdered  over,  as  it  were,  with  rocks,  flreams 
**  of  water  every  where  dribbling  down,  and  nov/ 
^^  bolder  cataraib  diverfify  the  romantic  fcene.'* 

How- 
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However,  the  mod  rocky  and  flerile  parts  of  Def-*' 
byfhire  are  not  without  their  riches,  which  con- 
fift  in  minerals,  particularly  lead.  They  alfo- 
produce  iron,  antimony,  marble,  and  alabafter. 
There  are  in  thefe  mountains  feveral  lead  works, 
whofe  mines  have  an  entrance  like  the  mouth  of 
a  well  through  which  the  ore  is  drawn  up  ;  for 
which  purpofe  a  large  wheel  or  fhaft  is  worked 
by  horfes,  in  a  round  wooden  building,  which 
they  call  a  cupola.  This  joins  the  fhed  which  is- 
built  over  the  mine.  The  ore,  when  drawn  up,  ap- 
pears like  a  heap  of  dirt  and  ftones  mixed  toge- 
ther ;  and  this  the  poor  wemen  and  children  put 
into  tubs,  and  wafhing  the  dirt  away,  pick  out 
the  flones.  Thus  with  great  labour  of  Searching, 
they  find  the  ore,  which  is  laid  by  in  feveral- 
parcels  according  to  its  different  value.  The  in- 
habitants about  thefe  mines  make  a  very  mife- 
rable  appearance,  and  have  little  or  nothing  ta- 
Ihelter  them  from  the  wind  and  weather,  except 
poor  low  cottages.  However,  they  feem  to  be 
very  healthy,  and  perhaps  may  live  as  happily  as 
thofe  in  higher  life.  On  the  hills,  near  Workf- 
worth,  there  are  the  greatell  number  of  mines,, 
and  thefe  yield  copper  ore  as  well  as  that  of  lead. 

The  mines  and  quarries  of  the  Peak  have,  how- 
ever, rendered  that  rough  and  mountainous  coua- 
try,  lefs  remarkable  than  what  are  called  the 
Seven  Wonders  of  the  Peak,  which  we  fliall  take' 
Botice  of  in  their  order. 

The  firft  wonder  is  Chatfworth  bourc,  the  feat 
of  the  duke  of  Devonfnire.  'The  road  to  it,  be- 
yond Chefteriicld,  is  over  hills  that  feem  to  be 
thrown  one  upon  another,  like.Pelion  upon  Ofia. 
The  trees  here  are  as  fcarce  as  churches  ;  for 
there  is  hardly  any  thing  to  be  (sen^  except  mul- 
titudes of  flones  flicking  out  of  the  earth,  front 
three  to  five  feet  high,  and  fome  higher  -,  and 

from 


DERBYSHIRE.  g^^ 

from  five  to  fifteen  feet  in  breadth.  Thefe  arc 
called  Peak-floncs,  and  ferve  to  make  mill-llones. 
There  is  a  high  hill,  in  the  fame  road,  from  the 
top  of  which  may  be  (etn^  in  a  clear  day,  Lincoln- 
minfter,  which  is  atleaft  forty  miles  diftant.  From 
this  hill  there  is  a  defcent  to  Chatfworth  park, 
which  is  prodigious  rough  all  the  way  ;  fo  that 
no  vehicle  can  pafs  it  without  danger,  and  even 
foot  travellers  muft  ftep  down  carefully  from  ftone 
to  flone.  Chatfworth  houfe  is  large,  lofty,  and 
built  with  hewn  ftone,  of  a  fquare  form,  and 
the  roof  is  flat,  and  furrounded  with  a  handfome 
balluftrade.  The  windows  are  lofty,  and  glazed 
with  plate  glafs ;  each,  fquare  being  two  feet 
broad,  and  the  fafhes  feventeen  feet  high.  1  he 
glafs  is  ground  with  a  bevil  edge,  and  the 
frames  double  gilt.  In  fliort,  the  external  parts 
of  the  building  and  ornaments  make  altogether  a 
mod  m.agnihcent  appearance.  It  is  feated  in  a 
fertile  and  dehVhtful  valley,  enriched  by  a  variety 
of  native  beauties,  while  the  dreary  wildnefs  of 
the  country  around  adds  to  the  charms  of  this 
delightful  fpot,  and  gives  it  the  air  cf  enchant- 
ment. The  river  here,  for  a  while,  puts  on  a 
fmooth  afpe(£l,  and  glidw  gently  by,  as  unwilling 
to  leave  fo  enchanting  a  fpot.  Between  it  and 
the  houfe  is  a  venerable  walk  of  trees,  which, 
fays  Dr.  Stukeley,  ft:ill  retain  the  name  of  the 
Philofopher  Hobbs,  who  frequently  ftudied  under 
its  fhade.  Noble  iron  gates  and  balluftrades  expofe 
to  view  the  front  of  the  houfe  and  court,  and  are 
terminated  at  the  corners  next  the  road  with  tv/o 
large  ftone  pedeftals  of  Attic  work,  curioufly  a- 
dorncd  with  trophies  of  war,  and  utenfils  of  all 
the  fciences,  cut  in  Bafto  Relievo.  The  face  of 
the  building  is  Ionic,  the  whole  being  a  fquare  of 
a  fingle  order,  but  every  fide  of  a  diiFerent  mo- 
del.    The  ftone  is  of  an  excellent  fortj  veined 


9®  A  Description   of 

like  marble,  hewn  out  of  the  neighbouring  quar- 
ries, and  tumbled  down  the  adjacent  hill  j  and  is 
introduced  into  the  work  in  very  large  blocks, 
finely  jointed. 

Before  the  weft  front  is  a  ftone  bridge  over  the 
Derwent,  on  which  is  a  tower  built  by  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Shrewfbury.  There  is  alfo  an  ifland  in  the 
river,  in  which  is  a  building  like  a  caftle,  which 
ieen  from  the  houfe  has  a  good  effeft. 

On  entering  the  court-yard,  which  is  on  the 
north-fide,  there  is  an  afcent  to  the  houfe  by  a 
few  fteps.  The  hall,  \yhich  is  extremely  lofty, 
has  the  doors,  chlmnies,  windows,  ftair-cafes, 
ft^rs,  &c.  of  marble.  This  room  is  finely  adorn- 
ed with  paintings  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  by  the 
celebrated  Varrio,  particularly  a  curious  repre- 
fentation  of  the  murder  of  Caefar,  in  the  capital, 
and  of  the  refurrcvtion  of  our  Lord.  At  the 
farther  end  of  the  hall  are  two  flights  of 
ilairs,  fourteen  feet  wide,  and  each  landing-place 
is  formed  of  a  fingle  ftone,  fourteen  feet  fcjuare. 
Thefe  ftairs  winding  round  meet  and  form  a  gal- 
lery at  the  top,  adorned  with  iron  baluftrades  of 
excellent  workmanfhip  richly  gilt.  In  the  centre 
between  the  ftairs  is  a  fine  arched  door-cafe, 
which  leads  to  the  lower  rooms  and  offices.  The 
whole,  viewed  from  the  entrance,  appears  ex- 
tremely pi^lurefque. 

Having  afcended  the  ftair-cafe,  you  have  a  fine 
view  of  the  pidure  juft  mentioned,  it  being  then 
level  to  the  eye.  From  thence  you  enter  the 
grand  apartments.  At  one  end  of  the  gallery  is 
the  duke's  clofet,  finely  ornamented  with  Indian 
paintings.  The  great  ftate-room  is  richly  fur- 
niftied  and  truly  magnificent :  the  cieling  and 
walls  are  adorned  with  curious  paintings,  and 
from  the  former  hang  two  large  chandeliers  of  fil- 
ver  gilt.     Two  other  rooms   are,  according  to 

their 
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their  feveral  purpofes,  equally  magnificent,  and 
nobly  furniftied  ;  that  called  the  Queen  of  Scots 
apartment,  is  decorated  with  fine  old  tapeftry  and 
landfcapes.  On  one  cieling  is  a  painting,  with 
emblematical  figures,  to  commemorate  the  crufh- 
ing  of  the  rebellion  in  17 15.  The  Bath-room  is 
all  of  marble  curioufly  wrought.  The  chapel  is 
prodigioufly  rich,  without  being  gaudy,  the  altar 
end,  and  the  floor,  are  of  marble,  the  feats  and 
gallery  are  of  cedar,  and  the  reft  of  the  wall  em- 
belliftied  with  painting,  by  Varrio,  reprefenting 
feveral  of  our  Saviour's  miracles,  not  in  a  glaring 
manner,  but  in  ftone  colours,  with  the  pillars 
heightened  by  ftreaks  of  blue  and  gold,  refem- 
bling  Lapis  Lazuli.  Mr.  Cotton,  fpeaking  of  this 
houfe,  fays. 

The  piclures,  fculptures,  carving,  graving,  gilding. 
Would  be  as  long  defcribing  as  in  building. 

Towards  the  north-eaft  of  the  gardens  rifes  a 
a  very  high  mountain,  thick  planted  with  different 
kinds  of  trees,  whofe  heads  appearing  one  above 
another,  with  leaves  of  various  green,  form  a 
moil  beautiful  hanging  wood  of  prodigious  height. 
On  the  fummitof  this  mountain  northward  ftands 
the  fummer-houfe,  which  appears  over  the  tops  of 
the  trees  like  the  old  tower  of  a  country  church, 
and  fets  off  that  part  of  the  profpe6t  to  great  ad- 
vantage. Due  eaft  from  the  houfe  is  the  grand 
cafcade,  which  falls,  for  about  a  furlong,  down  a 
very  eafy  and  regular  flope  betwixt  two  w^oods. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  cafcade  is  an  hexagon 
temple  about  thirty  feet  high  ;  on  three  fides  of 
which,  next  the  cafcade,  are  the  figures  of  Flora, 
Ceres,  and  Pomona,  with  their  emblems  or  fym- 
bols.  From  the  top  of  the  temple  iffues  a  flood 
of  water,  which  covering  with  roaring  waves, 
the  whole  dome  falls  dgwn  with  great  rapidity 

and 
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and  noife  like  a  cataradl ;  from  the  fymbols  of  lbs 
figures  likewife  Ipout  various  kinds  of  fountains; 
and  before  the  front  of  the  temple  two  jets  arife 
in  the  form  of  fans.  Afterwards  the  whole  of  this 
water  rufhcs  down  the  cafcade,  and  has  a  moffc 
grand  efFedt.  To  fee  the  torrent  rolling  dovm, 
and  covering  the  temple  like  a  fheet,  the  foun- 
tains gufhing  up  with  expanded  arms  to  meet  it, 
and  altogether  come  tumbling  down  the  headr 
long  rough  cafcade,  appears  very  amazing.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  cafcade  lie  a  great  number  of 
loofe  irregular  ftones,  among  which  the  water 
runs,  and  is  immediately  loft. 

From  thence,  turning  fouthward,  you  walk 
along  an.  avenue,  through  a  grove  of  tall  pi-nes, 
which  brings  you  to  a  kind  of  wildernefs,  in  the 
middle  of  which  a  fountain  rifes  on  a  pedellal, 
about  five  feet  high,  and  fpouting  regularly  round 
the  top  forms  a  bell,  and  appears  like  a  large 
glafs  punch  bowl  inverted  ;  from  many  places, 
among  the  trees,  other  fountains  ilFue  in  curve 
lines,  which  they  call  a  Battery.  Thefe  play  on 
the  punch  bovv'l,  and  as  faft  as  they  break  it  in 
pieces,  it  joins  and  mends  itfelf  again.  At  a 
fm-all  diftance  is  the  reprefentation  of  a  weeping 
willow,  the  leaves  of  which  continually  drop  with 
water,  and  the  limbs  and  fmaller  branches  fend 
forth  a  great  number  of  fountains.  There  is  here 
likewife  a  very  fine  piece  of  water,  in  which  are 
feveral  flatues  reprefenting  Neptune,  the  Nereids, 
and  fca-horfes. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  defoUte  and 
dreary  moor  near  the  houfe  ;  this  contains  a  large 
body  of  water,  which  is  not  only  a  common  drain 
for  all  the  country  round,  but  fupplies  all  the  re- 
fervoirs,  canals,  cafcades,  and  other  water  works, 
in  the  above  garden,  to  which  it  is  conducted  by 
pipes, 

Upoa 
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Upon  the  hills,  beyond  the  garden,  is  a  park, 
V^'here  are  Tome  ftatues,  and  other  curiofities ; 
but  even  thefe  hills  are  overlooked  by  a  high 
rocky  mountain,  from  which  the  view  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  the  numberlcfs  beauties  of  this  fmiling 
view  breaks  upon  the  traveller  like  the  effed^  of 
enchantment. 

This  palace  was  built  by  William,  the  firfi  duke 
of  Devonfhire  :  but  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
that  in  the  houfe  firft  erecled  there  by  Sir  William 
Cavendifn  of  SufFolk,  Mary  queen  of  Scots  re- 
mained a  prifoner  nineteen  years,  under  the  care 
of  the  countefs  of  Shrewfbury,  Sir  William's  wi- 
dov/  ;  in  memory  of  which  one  of  the  new  apart- 
ments is  called  the  Queen  of  Scots.  Marfhal 
Tallard,  the  French  general,  whom  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  took  prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Hock- 
flet,  was  alfo  entertained  here  for  fome  days,  and 
on  his  taking  leave  of  the  duke,  politely  faid, 
that  when  he  returned  to  France,  and  reckoned 
up  the  days  of  his  captivity  in  England,  he  fliould 
leave  out  thofe  he  had  fpent  at  Chatfworth. 

The  fecond  wonder  is  Mam-tor,  which  is  four 
miles  north  of  Tidefwall,  and  fifteen  weft- north- 
weft  of  Cheilerfield.  Under  this  hill  there  are  fe- 
veral  lead  mines  ;  but  the  wonder  is,  that  this  hill 
is  almofl:  perpetually  fhivering  down  earth  and 
great  ftones  in  fuch  plenty,  and  with  fuch  noife, 
as  fometimes  to  frighten  the  neighbouring  inha- 
bitants; yet  it  never  vifibly  grows  lefs.  This 
hill,  fays  Mr.  Cotton, 

Spawns  a  lefs  hill  of  loofer  mould  below,  1 

Which  will  in  time  tall  as  the  mother  grow,      /" 
And  mud  perpetuate  the  mother  fo.  J 

Which  wonder  is,  that  tho'  this  hill  ne'er  ceafe. 
To  waile  itfelf  it  fufFers  no  decrcafe  ; 
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But  *twould  a  greater  be,  if  thofe  that  pafs, 

Should  mifs  the  atoms  of  To  vaft  a  mafs. 

Tho'  neighbours,  if  they  nearer  would  enquire^ 

Muft  needs  perceive  the  peeling  cliff  retire  j 

And  the  moil  curfory  beholder  may, 

Perceive  a  conftant,  manifeft  decay, 

By  jetting  ftones,   that  by  the  earth  left  bare. 

Hang  on  the  trip,  fufpended  in  the  air. 

Elden  hole  is  the  third  wonder,  and  is  now 
furrounded  with  a  flone  wall,  to  prevent  cattle 
from  tumbling  into  it  j  it  was  built  by  a  farmer, 
who  loft  two  fat  oxen  by  their  falling  into  this 
hole.  Outwardly  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  but 
a  huge  gap  or  chafm  in  the  earth,  or  rather  the 
rock.  This  is  about  five  yards  long,  and  three 
broad ;  and  the  top  of  it  is  fomewhat  higher  than 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  with  a  mouth  very  jagged 
and  uneven.  Mr.  Cotton,  fpeaking  of  this  hole^ 
expreffes  himfelf  thus. 

Betwixt  a  verdant  mountain's  falling  flanks. 

And  within  bounds  of  eafy  fweiling  banks, 

That  hem  the  wonder  in. on  every  fide, 

A  formidable  fiffure  gapes  fo  wide  ; 

Steep,  black,  and  full  of  horror,  that  who  dare 

Look  down  into  the  chafm,  and  keeps  his  hair 

From  lifting  off  his  hat,  either  has  none. 

Or  for  more  modifli  curls  cajuhires  his  own. 

The  yawning  mouth  is  thirty  paces  long. 

Scarce  half  fo  wide,  within  lin'd  thro*  with  ftrong 

Continuous  walls  o{  folid  perpend  ftone  j 

A  gulph  wide,  fteep,  black,  and  a  dreadful  one  ; 

Which  few  that  come  to  fee  it  dare  come  near  i 

And  the  more  daring  ftill  approach  with  fear. 

If  a  ftone  be  thrown  into  this  hole  as  large  as  a 
man  can  lift,  as  foon  as  it  ftrikes  the  rock  it  will 
bound  from  fide  to  fide  till  it  is  out  of  fight,  but 
tiie  found  maybe  heard  fome  time  after  decrcafing 
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gradually  till  it  ends  in  a  murmur.  As  to  the 
depth,  Mr.  Cotton  gives  the  following  account 
from  dn  experiment  made  by  himfelf. 

How  deep  this  gulph  does  travel  under  ground. 
Though  there  have  been  attempts  was  never  found  ; 
But  I  myfeif  with  the  Peak  furrounded, 
Eight    hundred  fourfcore  and  four    yards    have 

founded  ; 
And  though  of  thefe  fourfcore  return'd  back  wet. 
The  plummet  drew,  and  found  no  bottom  yet. 

The  depth  here  mentioned  by  this  author  is 
four  yards  above  half  a  mile,  which  is  a  prodigi- 
ous depth  if  it  were  no  deeper.  The  earl  of 
Leicefter,  in  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  hired  a 
rnan,  who  was  let  down  into  it  with  a  bafket  of 
ftones,  to  obferve  the  fides,  and  try  the  depth  ; 
he  was  let  down  200  ells,  which  was  the  length 
of  the  rope,  and  then  pulled  up  again  j  but  when 
he  came  to  the  top  he  was  fenfelefs,  and  died 
within  eight  days  ^  which  is  no  wonder,  for  all 
deep  places,  where  the  air  Magnates,  will  do  the 
fame ;  that  is,  it  will  kill  thofe  that  enter  there- 
in, as  great  numbers  have  found  to  their  coft. 
This  place  is  four  miles  north-weft  of  Tidefwell, 
fifteen  weft  by  fouth  of  Sheffield,  and  twenty-fix 
north-weft  of  Derby. 

The  fourth  wonder  is  Buxton  wells,  (o  called 
from  the  town  where  they  rife,  and  the  wonder 
confiftedin  having  another  fountain  at  the  diftance 
of  fix  feet,  which  was  cold,  though  the  other  was 
hot.  Buxton  itfelf  is  but  a  dirty  village,  at  whofs 
bottom  the  wells  are  feated,  where  there  is  a  pub- 
lick  inn,  which  is  called  the  Hall.  This  is  a 
large  commodious  houfe,  to  which  a  great  deal  of 
good  company  refort  in  the  fuiiimer-time,  and 
commonly  ftay  a  month  or  two  for  the  benefit  of 
bathing,  and  the  pleafure   of  the  country  air  and 
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exercife.  There  is  plenty  of  groufe,  or  moor- 
game,  for  gentlemen  that  love  ihooting  ;  and 
trouts  and  graylings  for  thofe  that  delight  in  fiih- 
ing.  In  fhort,  there  is  no  want  of  diverfion,  and 
the  manner  of  living  is  eafy  and  reafonable. 
There  is  a  good  affembly-room,  in  which  the 
company  dine  and  fup  together,  and  after  fupper 
they  have  generally  a  ball. 

The  well  is  about  a  ftones  caft  from  the  houfe, 
scrofs  a  dirty  lane,  and  is  covered  v/ith  a  hand- 
fome  building,  which  is  the  fecStion  of  a  rotunda. 
The  infide  is  paved  with  brick,  and  the  v/ell  is 
walled  round  with  ftone.  The  v/alks  are  adjoin- 
ing to  the  well,  and  are  in  a  field  of  about  an  acre 
of  ground,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  a  pretty  river, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  dirty  lane  juft  mentioned. 
The  walks  are  of  earth,  ftrewed  over  with  fine 
afhcs,  to  prevent  its  flicking  to  the  fhoes.  In  the 
middle  of  this  field  is  a  mount,  caft  up  and  plant- 
ed with  trees  and  fhrubs,  which  has  a  very  fine 
efFea. 

The  water  poffefTes  an  intermediate  degree  of 
feeat,  between  thofe  of  Bath  and  Briftol ;  and  is 
the  principal  calcarius  water  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Short ;  who  informs  us,  that  if  five-eights  of  a 
quart  of  boiling  water  be  added  to  three  pints  of 
river  water  in  the  fummer,  it  will  give  the  exaft 
.heat  of  Buxton  water  in  that  feafon.  It  has  a 
fweet  and  pleafant  tafte,  and  v^hen  cooled,  weighs 
eight  or  ten  grains  in  a  pint  lefs  than  river  water. 
Its  nature  approaches  nearer  to  that  of  Briftol  than 
Bath,  and  icmay  be  fafeiy  ufed  both  inwardly  and. 
outwardly  in  cafes  where  Bath-waters  are  hurtfuUf 
It  has  relaxing,  diluting,  fweetning  and  attenua- 
ting qualities,  and  opens  obflrutStions  of  the  fmall- 
eit  vefFels.  It  cools  the  parts  that  are  too  hot, 
gently  warms  thofe  that  are  cold,  and  dries  up 
thofe   that  are  moift.     It  is   npt  followed    with 
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fvveatln^,  but  rather  with  colclnefs  ;  and  is  good 
in  confumptions,  for  hot  fcorbutic  humours,  and 
all  fluxions  and  bleedings,  as  v/ell  as  hypochon- 
drical  and  hviterical  cafes.  It  is  alfo  of  great  ufe 
both  externally  and  internally,  in  the  regular  gout, 
in  rheumatic  and  fcorbutic  pains,  in  vomiting  of 
blood,  and  in  inordinate  fluxes  of  the  piles,  as  well 
as  in  other  bleedings.  It  is  proper  in  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  liver,  and  in  heat  and  obftrudtionsof  the 
kidneys;  in  all  which  cafes  it  has  been  found  fuccefs- 
ful  even  by  external  ufe.  " internally  it  is  good  in  a 
diabetes,  in  bloody  urine  from  a  weaknefs  in  the 
urinary  paflagcs,  in  a  bilious  cholick,  in  want  of  ap- 
petite, in  cold  itomachs  from  hard  drinking,  ef- 
pecially  fpirituous  liquors,  and  in  an  atrophy, 
from  a  fharpnefs  of  blood, "  occafioned  by  free 
drinking  at  improper  times  of  the  day.  To  thcfe 
may  be  added,  contraction  and  ftiffnefs  of  the 
veffels,  efpecially  in  old  age  ;  cramps,  convulfions, 
the  dry  althma  without  a  fever  or  quick  pulfe, 
barrennefs  from  various  cafes,  and  alfo  a  gonor- 
rhea. It  likewife  cures  St.  Anthony's  fire,  ring- 
worms, fcabs,  the  itch,  morphcw,  nodes,  chalky 
fwellings,  and  all  hard,  callous  tumours,  and  old 
ftrains  and  withering  of  the  parts  ;  in  all  which 
1^(1  cafes  bathing  is  chiefly  to  be  ufed.  Buxton  is 
feated  four  miles  from  the  three  {hire  ftones,  £ve 
weft  of  Tidefwell,  and  thirty-two  north-v/eft  of 
Derby. 

The  fifth  wonder   is  Tidefwell,  or  Weeding-- 

o 

well,  which  is  a  fpring  that  ebbs  and  flows  at  un- 
certain times ;  but  this  will  happen  twice  or 
thrice  in  an  hour  at  particular  feafo-is ;  and  at 
ojthers,  efpecially  in  dry  fumrners,  it  entirely 
ceafes.  When  the  water  deere.ifes  it  makes  an 
jodd  fort  of  a  noife  within  the  mountain,  which 
fome  liken  to  the  pouring  of  liquors  out  of  bottles, 
.  VuL.  Ill,  Ji  but 
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but  much  louder.  Thisfpringis  about  a  yard  ^eep' 
and  broad  ;  and  the  water  rifes  and  falls  about 
three  quarters  of  a  yard.  The  caufe  of  this  is 
varioufiy  explained  by  different  authors  ;  but  as 
their  thoughts  are  merely  conjedural,  we  fhall 
pafs  them  over  in  filence. 

Pool's  hole,  about  half  a  mile  from  Buxton,  is 
the  llxth  wonder;  there  are  a  few  ftraggling  cot- 
tages about  it  inhabited  by  perfons  who  gain  their 
livelihood  by  (hewing  Grangers  the  place.  Some 
of  thefe  are  always  ready  to  ferve  as  guides  with 
lighted  candles.  It  is  feated  at  the  bottom  of  a 
hill  called  Coitmcfs,  and  the  entrance  is  almoft 
hid  among  builies  and  brambles,  and  fo  very  low, 
that  thofe  that  go  to  view  it  are  forced  to  creep  in 
on  their  hands  and  knees.  However,  it  is  fo  high 
on  the  infide,  that  in  many  places  the  roof  is  not 
to  be  feen.  It  is  very  cold  and  damp,  and  the 
continual  dropping  of  the  water  renders  it  very 
difagreeable,  This  water  is  of  a  petrifying  na- 
ture, which  it  probably  derives  from  the  rock 
which  confifts  of  lime-flone.  Thefe  drops  con- 
tinually falling  form  a  great  number  of  very  odd 
fhapes,  which  the  country  people  have  given 
names  to.  Over  the  entrance  is  Pool's  bedcham- 
ber, and  on  the  right  hand  his  kitchen,  and  a 
little  farther  his  faddle,  which  is  a  large  petrifac- 
tion joined  to  the  rock,  and  is  fomewhat  in  the 
fhape  of  a  pack- faddle.  Beyond  that  is  his  chair, 
which  hangs  from  the  roof,  and  juft  by  it  is  a 
flitch  of  bacon  hanging  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
they  both  feem  ready  to  fall  down  upon  the  heads 
of  the  vifitors.  Befides  thefe,  the  guides  pretend 
tOihow  a  lion,  an  ape,  efquire  Cotton's  hay-cock, 
and  the  like  ;  but  the  names  agree  very  little  with 
the  things  they  are  faid  to  reprefent.  The  paffage 
for  about  2C0  yards  is  over  rocks,  fo  wet  and  ilip- 
pery^  that  people  are  in  fome  danger  of  frilling  and 
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breaking  their  limbs.  On  the  left  hand  is  a  fright- 
ful precipice,  where  there  is  no  bottom  to  be  i'een^ 
Some  pafs  in  this  cavern  to  the  length  of  half  a 
mile,  and  come  back  through  anotner  vvay  that 
is  ealier  v/alking.  About  400  yards  within  this 
hole  is  the  queen  of  Scots  pillar,  which  is  account- 
ed the  moll:  curious  thing  in  it;  it  is  a  petrified 
column,  of  a  confiderable  height,  fpangled  with 
glittering  fpar  or  ore,  and  quite  tranfparent,  as 
ibme  affirm.  When  the  vifitors  return  back, 
there  are  women  ready  v/ith  bafons  of  water  and 
clean  towels  to  wafh  with  ;  the  traveller  muft  pay 
the  ufual  price  for  their  attendance,  and  if  hs 
pleafes  may  purchafe  a  fort  of  cryftal  ftone  of  on 
oblong  figure,  terminating  in  a  point  at  each  end  ; 
and  called  Dcrbyfliire  diamonds.  They  are  found 
on  the  mountains  under  hillocks,  of  the  fize  of 
mole-hills,  and  not  by  digging,  as  many  have 
thought.  This  hole  terminates  near  the  roof  in  a 
hollow,  called  the  Needle's-eye,  in  which,  Vv^hea 
the  guide  places  the  candle,  it  reprefents  a  flar  in 
the  firmament.  Near  the  pillar  it  is  ufual  to  fire 
a  piftol,  and  the  report  is  fo  augmented  by  the  hoU 
lownefs  of  the  cavern,  that  it  founds  almoft  as 
loud  as  a  cannon.  There  are  different  conjec- 
tures about  the  name  of  this  cave  ;  though  the 
moft  common  opinion  is,  that  one  Pool,  who  was 
a  notorious  thief,  gave  it  his  name,  for  he  being 
outlav/ed,  fled  from  juftice,  and  took  up  his  red- 
dence  here  ;  which,  if  true,  he  chofe  a  place 
much  worfe  than  any  prifon.  Others  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  owes  its  name  to  a  hermit,  who  retired 
into  this  difmal  cell;  but  both  thefe  ftories  feem 
altogether  uncertain. 

The  laft  wonder  is  the  Devil's  Arfe,  or,  as  they 

now  call  it  more  politely.   Peak's  hole.     It  lies  a 

iittle  beyond  Caflrleton,  four  miles  north  of  Tidef- 

md\^>    fifteen  wefl-north-weft    of    Cheflerfield, 
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and  thirty  north-well  of  Derb/.     It   lies   2t    the 
^oot  of  a  mountain,  which  is  divided  by  a  fort  of 
cliff,  for  it  rifes  to  a  fharpnefs  on  each  fide,    and 
almoft  furrounds  thofe  with  a  circle  that  approach 
it.     The  front  is  a  ragged  perpendicular   rock  of 
an  amazing  height,  with   here   and  there   a   few 
ihrubs  and  bufhes,    inhabited    by   fcreech   owls, 
kites,  and  jackdaws.     On    the   top  of  this  rock, 
and  at  its  utmoft  verge,  (lands  a  caille  ;  it  is  unccr-. 
tain  when  it  was  built,  and  confequently  mufl  be  very 
gncient,    as  we  have  no  account   of  its  founder. 
It  feems  to  be  impregnable,  from  the  fteepnefs  of 
the  rock,  and  there  being  but  one  way  up  to  it  ; 
and  that  fo  full  of  windings,  that   it  is  near   t\^Q 
ITiiles  to  the  top.     On  the  left    hand    is  another 
precipice,  with  a  running  water,  that  has  a  black 
Und  difmal   appearance.     At  the  bottom  of  thefe 
rocks  is  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,  within  the  en- 
trance of  vvhich  are  a  number  of  cots,  inhabited 
by  people  who  make  a  moll  wretched  appearance, 
which  is  no  wonder,  bccaufe  they  chufe  this  abode 
to  be  ready  to  attend  travellers.     There  is  often 
ricar  a   hundred  of  them  with    lighted  candles  in 
their   hands,  who   ftand   ready   to  conduct    thofe 
who  are  delirous  of  entering  this  dreadful  cavity. 
Thp  extremity  of  the  arch  is  about   forty   feet 
high,  and    the  width  at  the   bottom  near  eighty. 
The  fweep  of  the  arch  is  not  altogether  irregular, 
but  fomewh^t   in  the  Gothic   tafte.     However  it 
is   certain,  that   no  architect,  or  any  other  man, 
had  any  hand  in  its  formation.     The  inhabitants 
of    the  cave  do    not  entirely  depend    upon    vifi- 
tors  ;    for    fome    late  travellers  found    many    of 
the  women  fpinning  before  their  doors  ;  and  near 
the  middle  the  ground  belongs  to  a   packthread- 
fpinner,  v/herefevcral  men  and  boys  were  at  work. 
About  a  hundred  yards  from  hence  the   roof  de- 
clines, 
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clines,  and  comes  within  about  three  feet  of  the 
ground  ;  which  obliges  the  vilitors  to  {loop  very 
low  to  get  into  the  cavern.  About  twelve  or 
fourteen  yards  farther  the  roof  rifes  again,  and 
advances  to  fuch  a  height,  that  the  top  is  not  to 
be  feen,  notwithftanding  the  number  of  lights. 
About  eighty  yards  farther  the  roof  declines 
ngain,  and  then  the  firft  river  appears,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  but  it  feems  to  be  nothing  elfe 
than  a  {landing  lake,  v/hich  extends  under  the 
low  part  of  the  rock  to  the  opening  on  the  other 
fide.  Air.  Hobbs  was  of  opinion,  that  none  ever 
did  or  could  go  farther,  as  appears  from  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  his  Latin  poem^  in  which  are  the  follow- 
ing lines. 

Making  our  entrance  with  confufed  light?, 
Two   rocks  with  crooked  backs  drove  from  our 

fights 
The  beams  of  day,  and  bending  down  below 
On  all-fours,,,  force  us  through  their  arch  to  go; 
Until  at  length  the  flow  and  humble  fourcC) 
Of  a  dark  river  crolHng,  fcopt  our  courfe. 
Thus  far  we  went,  beyond  it  none  can  have 
The  leaft  admittance. 

Mr.  Cotton  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion, 
or  at  leaft  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  crofs  this 
water  : 


To  a  filent  brook  at  lad  you  come. 


And  there  the  rock  its  bofom  bows  fo  low. 
That  few  adventurers  farther  prefs  to  go  ; 
For  who  would  pafs  in  double  dangers  bound, 
Rifing  he  breaks  his  {kull,  he's  Hooping  drown'd  ; 
Thrice  I  that  pafs  attempted  v/ith  defire. 
And  thrice  I  did  ingloriouHy  retire. 

Hov/ever,  a  coachman  belonging  to  fome  com- 
pany, who  lately  entered  this  cavern,  ventured  to 
E  3  be 
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be  ferried  over  In  a  fmall  boat  about  fix  feet  long, 
four  wide,  and  one  deep,  and  the  bottom  was 
covered  with  ftrav/.  The  coachman  lay  down 
upon  his  back,  and  the  boatman  jumped  into  the 
water,  and  wading  up  to  his  middle,  towed  his 
fare  to  the  rock,  and  then  fhoving  the  boat  under 
it,  they  were  immediately  out  of  fight.  One  of 
the  company,  that  did  not  care  to  crofs  the  river, 
was  conducted  through  a  dirty  hole,  not  bigger 
than  the  mouth  of  an  oven,  and  full  of  loofe 
ftones,  which  obliged  him  to  creep  upon  his  hands 
and  knees.  About  the  middle  of  the  chafm  he 
found  his  back  rub  againft  the  rock,  and  his 
waiftcoat  buttons  grazed  along  the  rough  ftones 
at  the  bottom  ;  however,  the  whole  length  is  not 
above  eight  or  ten  yards.  As  foon  as  he  could 
ftand  upright  he  looked  about  him,  and  faw  at  a 
great  diftance  a  company  furrounded  with  glitte- 
ring ftars;  thefe  immediately  fung  a  divine  hymn  in 
a  melodious  manner,  which  was  rendered  more 
agreeable  and  mu Ileal  by  the  echo  that  refounded 
through  the  high  and  hollow  vault.  The 
fcene  was  fo  unexpedted,  that  he  was  at  a  lofs  to 
guefs  whether  he  was  awake  or  in  a  dream.  Be- 
tween thofe  people  and  the  place  where  he  flood 
there  was  a  vaft  gulph,  horridly  dark,  which  ren- 
dered the  fight  more  folemn.  However,  he  waa 
informed  at  length  by  his  guide,  that  the  appari- 
tions were  nothing  €i{^  but  about  a  dozen  youths 
belonging  to  the  town  with  candles  in  their  hands  j 
and  that  the  place  they  were  in  was  the  higheft 
part  of  the  cavern,  and  called  the  Chancel ;  and 
that  they  performed  their  parts  for  the  fake  of  a  re- 
ward. 

From  this  place  the  gentleman  and  his  guide 
proceeded  to  the  fecond  river,  which  he  could  not 
pafs  over  without  wading,  and  therefore  he  fuf- 
|)€nded  his  curiofity,  and  returned  back,  but  did, 
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not  find  the  pafTage  fo  difficult  as  it  was  before, 
which  might  be  owing  to  his  now  knowing  the 
very  worft  of  the  road. 

At  a  village  in  thefe  parts  called  Birchover,  is 
a  large  rock,  on  which  are  two  tottering  Pcones  5 
one  of  v^/hich  is  twelve  yards  in  circumference^ 
and  four  yards  high,  yet  is  fo  equally  poifed  up- 
on a  point,  that  it  may  be  eafily  moved  with  ones 
finger.  T'his  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  logaa 
ftones,  of  which  we  have  treated  in  Cornwall,  in 
feveral  mountains  in  this  county,  and  at  their 
bottoms,  are  cavities  called  by  the  inhabitants 
Swallows,  becaufe  they  fwallow  up  rivulets  of 
water  that  entirely  difappear.  Dr.  Leigh  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  fubterraneous  rivers  in  Peak's 
hole,  are  formed  out  of  the  conflux  of  thefe  wa- 
ters, that  are  received  into  large  cavities  under 
ground  ;  and  that  thofe  rapid  fprings  that  pro- 
ceed from  the  mountains  near  Caftleton  com* 
from  hence. 

There  are  feveral  other  medicinal  fprings  in 
this  county,  but  the  rnoft  remarkable,  behdes 
that  at  Buxton,  is  Matlock  bath,  which  is  a 
fpring  that  rifes  at  a  village  of  that  name.  It  is 
five  miles  north  of  Wirkfworth  ;  fourteen  north 
by  weft  of  Derby  ;  nine  fouth-weft  of  Chefter- 
field,  and  eighteen  fouth  of  Sheffield.  It  is 
on  the  very  edge  of  the  river  Derwent,  and  is  a 
very  beautiful  place  finely  fituated,  for  here  a 
perfon  may  divide  his  time  between  a  quiet  foli- 
tude  and  agreeable  company.  The  bath  confifts 
of  one  uniform  range  of  buildings,  befides  an  out- 
houfe  of  handfome  lodging-rooms  nearly  adjoin- 
ing ;  and  the  ftables,  which  are  at  a  diftance  from 
the  houfe.  In  the  firft  part  of  thefe  buildings 
are  the  two  baths,  one  for  gentlemen,  and  the 
other  for  ladies  j  having  their  entrance  and  dref- 
E  4  fing- 
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fmg-rooms  quite  di{l-iii6^.  The  ladies  bath  13 
arched  with  ftone  about  ten  feet  above  the  furface 
of  the  water,  which  renders  it  cool  and  extreme- 
ly private.  Over  the  baths  are  the  lodging-rooms, 
for  the  convenience  of  thofe  that  bathe  conftant- 
ly.  Beyond  the  bath,  on  the  ground  floor,  is  a 
lange  of  rooms,  each  of  which  is  capable  of  con- 
taining a  dozen  people  very  commodioufly  ;  and  at 
the  farther  ^v\^  is  a  large  kitchen  and  a  fervants 
hall.  In  the  middle  of  the  building  is  a  grand 
flair-cafe,  and  fronting  the  top  of  it  is  a  mufick 
room  ;  the  afiembly  room  is  on  the  right  hand, 
and  is  large  and  commodious.  There  is  a  palTage 
out  of  it  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  which  rifes  to  a 
great  height,  and  {belters  the  back  part  of  the 
houfe.  The  company  for  the  time  being  gene- 
rally make  but  one  family;  for  they  breakfaff, 
dine,   and  fup  together  in  this  room. 

Before  the  front  of  the  houfe  there  runs  a  fpa- 
cicais  terrafs,  from  whence  there  are  a  fev/  ftcps 
down  to  a  kvel  grafs-plat,  convenient  for  the 
company  either  to  walk  in  or  play  at  bowls.  At 
the  edge  of  the  green  there  is  a  dwarf-wall,  be- 
yond which  dcfcends  a  rocky  flielf  to  the  river 
Derwent,  which  is  here  very  wide  and  rapid.  It 
runs  with  a  murmuring  noife,  that  is  greatly  en- 
creafed  by  the  reverberation  of  the  found  from 
the  high  rocks  that  hang  over  it.  The  higheft  of 
thefe,  called  Mattlock  Tor,  has  been  meafured, 
and  found  to  be  120  yards  perpendicular,  which 
is  ten  yards  higher  than  the  top  of  St.  Paul's. 
On  one  fide  of  the  houfe  is  a  grove  of  lofty  trees, 
and  on  the  other  a  delightful  fhady  lawn,  called 
the  Lovers  Walk,  In  fliort,  the  whole  place  is 
furrounded  with  fuch  agreeable  landfcapes,  fine 
woods,  pleafant  walks,  high  rocks,  fteep  hills, 
and  romantick  views,  that,  together  with  the 
roaring  ftream  of  the  Derwent,  it  may  be  called 

a  per- 
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U  perfe(5l  Paradife.  The  expence  of  living  here 
is  very  eafv,  there  being  nothing  to^  be  paid  for 
lodging  or  bathing,  let  a  perfon  ftay  as  long  as 
he  will.  The  ordinary  expences  are  three  (hil- 
lings a  day  for  meals,  and  tea  in  the  afternoon. 
The  whole  is  managed  by  fervants,  who  are  plac- 
ed here  by  the  gentlemen  who  built  the  houfesby 
fubfcription. 

The  water  of  this  bath  is  not  fo  hot  as  that  of 
Briftol  ;  but  it  is  very  clear,  and  emits  no  fteam 
except  in  a  cold  morning,  or  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon.  It  is  lighter  than  common  water,  and  a 
gallon  of  it,  upon  evaporation,  yields  forty  grains 
of  fediment,  whereof  thirty  grains  are  fait,  con- 
fiding of  nitre  and  fea  fait,  and  the  remainder  is 
a  white  rough  alcaline  earth  ;  infomuch,  that  it 
may  be  properly  called  a  calcarious  water.  It 
nearly  agrees  v^ith  that  of  Briftol,  with  regard  to 
the  quantity  of  earth  it  contains,  and  is  more 
powerful  in  fweetening  the  blood  and  humours, 
than  that  of  Buxton.  The  virtues  are  nearly  the 
fame  as  the  waters  of  Buxton  and  Briftol,  both  for 
external  and  internal  ufe.  They  are  proper  to  cure 
gleets,  the  fluoralbus,  the  cancer,  and  the  king's 
evil,  both  by  bathing  and  drinking.  Bathing  is 
proper  for  rheumatifms,  the  fcurvy,  itch  and  fcabs  ; 
hectic  ulcers  are  relieved  both  by  outward  and  in- 
ward ufe  ;  internally  it  is  good  in  an  atrophy, 
from  an  heftic  fever,  where  the  blood  is  thin  and 
Iharp,  the  motion  quick,  and  the  vefiels  weak.  It 
isalfofuccefsfuliy  ufed  in  fpitting  of  blood,  bloody 
urine,  bloody  ftools,  and  frequent  bleedings  at 
the  nofe ;  it  likewife  cures  the  diabetes,  and  a 
bilious  cholic. 

The  cattle  of  this  county  difFer  little  or  nothing 

from  thofe  in  other  parts  of  England.;  for,  as  the 

fweet  paftures  feed  them  well,  they  are  very  fit 

for  the  dairy.     And   the  great  number  of  fheep, 
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which  we  have  already  obferved  are  produced  lir 
the  Peak,  are  lent  from  thence  to  the  neighbour- 
ing markets  and  fairs. 

The  delightful  meadows  and  paftures  in  the 
fouthern  and  eaftern  parts  of  the  county,  produce 
all  the  common  herbs  that  flourifh  in  other  parts 
of  England ;  but  thofe  which  are  more  rare,  and 
grow  either  only  here,  or  thrive  more  than  others,, 
are  the  following. 

The  common  round-leaved  garden  fcurvy-grafs, 
Cochlearia  Hortenju^  Ph.  Lond.  and  Edinb.  "l^his 
is  one  of  the  capital  antifcorbutic  herbs,  and  has 
been  principally  made  ufe  of  in  conjunction  with 
mild  vegetable  acids,  as  orange  juice,  forrel,  &c* 
It  is  alfo  of  fervice  in  paralytic  and  cachectic  in- 
difpofitions,  and  in  wandering  rheumatic  pains  of 
long  continuance,  unaccompanied  with  a  fever^ 
called  by  Dr.  Sydenham,  the  Scorbutic  Rheuma- 
tifm. 

Glub  mo fs,  Mufcus  terrejhis  repens^  five  clava' 
tus^  in  the  mountains  of  the  Peak.  It  creeps  up« 
on  the  earth  far  and  near,  taking  root  by  the  help- 
of  long  vvoody  fibres,  that  proceed  to  the  right  and 
left,  from  the  different  branches.  It  has  fmall- 
beads  colle6ted  together  like  a  club,  and  under 
each  of  the  fcales  are  bivalved  capfulse,  v/hich, 
when  ripe,  throw  out  a  dufi:  as  fine  as  the  Rower 
of  brimftone,  which  being  thrown  into  the  flame 
of  a  candle,  flashes  like  gunpowder.  Some  af- 
fert,  that  this  powder  is  good  in  the  ftone  and 
fuppreffion  of  urine.  The  dofe  is  from  half  a 
fcruple  to  a  fcrupie. 

,  Ladies  mantle,  Achhp.illa,  .This  plant,  which 
is  alfo  found  in  the  Alps  and  Pyrenean  mountains, 
is  fai<i  to  be  good  for  internal  ulcers,  fpitting  of 
blood,  and  the  whites  in  women  \  but  is  feldom 
ufed.  The  dofe  is  a  dram  of  the  leaves  in  powder, 

Goldea 
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■  Golden  dock,  Lapathum  folio  acuto^  flore  aureo 
C.  B.  Anthoxanthon  J.  B.  In  the  meadows  by  the 
road-lide  leading  to  Svvarfton  bridge,  which  in 
winter-time  in  floods  are  over-flown  by  tlie  Trent. 

Giant  throat-wort,  Trachelium  majus  helgarum^ 
park.  In  the  m.ountainous  pafture-fields  by  the 
hedge-fides,  &c.  plentifully,  as  well  in  this  coun- 
ty as  in  Yorkfhire,  StafFordlhire,  Nottinghamfhire.. 

Panfies  or  hearts  eafe,  Viola  tricolor^  Ger.  fr/- 
color  ?najor  is'  vulgaris^  Park.  In  the  mountains 
a^mong  the  corn,  and  upon  the  mud-walls  and 
fences  of  flone. 

Panfies,  with  a  large  yellow  flower,  Fiola  mc?i^ 
tana  lutea  grandifl:ra  nojiras.  In  the  mountainous 
paftures  of  the  Peak,  in  feveral  places,  principal- 
ly where  the  foil  is  moift  and  boggy. 

Red  v/horts  or  bilberries,  Vitis  idea  femper  vi- 
Yens  fvucfu  riihro^  J.  B.  In  the  mountains  of  the: 
Peak  plentifully. 

Derbyfliire  contains  fix  hundreds,  eleven  mar- 
ket towns,  one  hundred  and  fix  parifhes,  twenty- 
one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  and  a 
hundred  and  twenty- fix  thoufand  nine  hundred 
inhabitants  ;  but  fends  only  four  members  to  par- 
liament ;  two  for  Derby,  and  two  for  the  county. 

On  entering  this  county  from  Afhiey  de  la^ 
Zouch,  in  Leicefterlhire,  you  find  a  remarkable- 
piece  of  antiquity,  called  Grisley  caftle,  feated 
live  miles  to  the  v/eft  of  the  road,  and  near  it  wasv 
the  monaftery  of  St.  George  ;  but  they  are  both.- 
now  in  ruins.  This  laft  belonged  to  black  ca- 
nons of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  was 
founded  by  William,  the  fon  of  William  de 
Griefley.  It  was  valued,  at  the  diffolution  o£ 
religious  houfes,  at  about  40  1.  a  year. 

On  returning  back  to  the  road,  and  proceed- 
ing five  miles  to  the  fouth  towards  Derby,  you. 
come  ta 

Melburji- 
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Melburn  town  and  caftle,  which  was  former^" 
iy  a  royal  manfion,  but  is  now  only  a  heap  of 
ruins.  Here  John,  duke  of  Bourbon,  who  was 
taken  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  by  Henry  the 
Fifth,  was  kept  prifoner  nineteen  years  under  the 
cuftody  of  Nicholas  Montgomery  the  younger. 

Seven  miles  to  the  weft  of  this  town,  out  of 
the  road,  is  Rapton  or  Ripton,  which  is  feat- 
ed  near  the  conflux  of  the  Dove  and  Trent,  eight 
miles  fouth-weft  of  Derby,  and  was  once  a  town 
of  very  great  account.  It  has  been  faid  by  fome 
to  have  been  a  place  where  there  was  a  colony  of 
the  Romans  ;  but  as  Horfley  takes  no  notice  of 
it,  it  may  juftly  be  doubted.  However  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  feverai  of  the  Mercian  kings  were  buri- 
ed in  this  place.  Here  was  a  monaftery  for  black 
canons  of  St.  Auguftine,  founded  by  one  of  the 
kings  of  Mercia,  and  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Tri- 
nity and  the  Virgin  Mary.  It  was  greatly  aug- 
Jiiented  by  Ranolph,  earl  of  Chefter,  and  his  la- 
dy, with  AlKlamare  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke^ 
who  not  only  made  great  additions  to  the  build- 
ings, but  al fo  to  the  revenue.  Henry  the  Third 
coiiiirEned  to  the  canons  all  their  lands  and  pof- 
feiHons  It  was  valued,  at  thefuppreflion,  at  1 18  1. 
a  year,  by  Dugdale,  but  by  Speed  at  168.  All 
that  this  village  is  famous  for  at  prefent,  is  a  free 
fchool, which  is  endowed  with  lands  in  this  coun- 
ty and  Lancafhire. 

Derby  is  a  rich  and  populous  town,  fituated 
en  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Derwent,  whicb 
is  navigable  into, the  Trent,  and  upon  the  fouthit 
is  watered  by  a  fmaller  ftream  called  Mertin- 
brook,  which  falls  into  the  Derwent,  a  little  way 
^ait  Qt  the  town,  and  over  which  there  are  nine 
bridg6s.  It.  is  tweiity-four  miles  north-weft  by 
north  of  Leicefter;  fifty-fix  on  the  fame  point 
from  Northampton  j  eighty-feven  north  of  Ox- 
ford ^ 
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ford  ;  thirty- feven  on  the  fame  point  from  Coven- 
try ;  and  a  hundred  and  twenty-three  north-weft 
by  north  from  London.  It  is  a  place  of  great 
antiquity,  having  been  a  royal  borough  in  ths 
reign  of  Edward  the  ConfelTor,  at  which  time 
there  v/ere  a  hundred  and  forty-three  burgefTcs  -, 
but  when  the  Norman  furvey  was  made,  they 
were  reduced  to  a  hundred.  It  was  afterwards  in- 
corporated by  a  charter  from  king  Charles  the 
Firil,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  a  high  Rew- 
ard, nine  aldermen,  a  recorder,  a  town-clerk, 
fourteen  brethren,  and  fourteen  common  council- 
men.  It  is  a  large,  well  built,  handfome,  and 
populous  town,  in  which  are  five  parifli  churches, 
befides  feveral  meeting-houfes  for  different  deno- 
minations of  diflenters.  The  church  of  All  Saints 
is  the  moft  remarkable  :  it  appears  from  an  in- 
fcription  to  have  been  originally  built  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Mary,  by  the  contributions  of  the 
batchelors  and  maidens  of  the  tov/n  ;  but  no  part 
of  the  old  ftru6-ure  is  {landing,  except  the  tower, 
which  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  Gothic  archite6lurev 
a  hundred  and  feventy-eight  feet  high  ;  and  the 
church  has  been  rebuilt  in  a  very  beautiful  man- 
ner. This  being  originally  a  royal  free  chapel 
was  collegiate,  and  befides  the  mafter,  or  redtor 
(who  appears  tohavebeenthe  dean  of  Lincoln)  had 
feven  prebendaries  ;  but  at  the  fuppreflion  all  their 
yearly  revenues  amounted  to  no  more  39  1.    12  s. 

In  this  town  was  likewife  an  hofpital  of  royal 
foundation,  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard,  confiding 
of  a  mader  (whofe  place  v/as  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown)  and  feveral  leprous  brethren. 

There  was  alfo  in  the  town  of  Derby  a  mo- 
naftery,  but  of  what  order  is  not  known  ;  and  a 
cell  dedicated  to  St.  James,  and  founded  for  black 
monks  j  but  it  does  not  appear  to  what  abbey  it 
belonged.     In  digging  near  the  place  where   the 

chapel 
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chapel  oC  this  religious  houfe  formerly  flood,  m 
ftone  cofHn  was  difcovered,  and  in  it  a  body  of  a 
prodigious  fize,  which  the  firft  motion  fhook  into 
dull.  The  coffin  was  hollowed  in  the  fhape  of  a 
human  body.  It  is  probable  thefe  foundations 
were  inconfiderable,  towns  being  never  eileemed 
a  proper  fituation  for  religious  houfes,  which  re- 
quire a  confiderable  fpace  of  ground  for  court?, 
orchards  and  gardens ;  hence  the  moft  celebrated- 
cd  monafteries  were  placed  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  towns.  Near  the  above  church  is 
an  hofpital  for  eight  poor  men,  and  four  wo- 
men, founded  by  a  countefs  of  J3evon{hire. 
O'/er  the  Derwent  is  a  handfome  flone  bridfj-e  of 
five  arches,  upon  which  is  a  dwelling-houfe  that 
was  formerly  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,. 
and  founded  by  the  kings  and  queens  of  Eng- 
land ;  but  neither  the  order  nor  revenues  arc 
known.  That  this  chapel  was  built  on  the  bridge 
is  not  very  furprizing,  for  many  of  thef^  were 
built  on  publick  paflages  for  travellers  todiftribute 
their  alms,  and  receive  the  benediction  of  the 
prieft.  It  has  fallen  to  decay  formany  years.  In- 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  it  wa^  converted 
into  a  meeting-houfe ;  but  fmce  that  time  it  has 
been  new  built  and  changed  into  a  dye-houfe. 

Between  this  bridge  and  a  beautiful  little  ifiand, 
the  water  of  the  Derwent  has  feveral  fmall  falls. 
The  ifland,  which  is  faid  to  be  artificial,  and 
raifed  at  a  great  expence,  is  beautifully  planted, 
and  forms  a  garden,  oppofi-te  to  a  very  extenfive 
building,  in  which  is  a  curious  m.achine,  the  firft 
in  the  kingdom,  for  making  orgazine  or  thrown 
filk,  eredled  in  1734-,  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
Lombe,  alderman  of  London,  who,  at  the  ha^ 
7.ard  of  his  life,  had  brought  the  defign  from 
Italy,  from  whence  this  filk  was  then  imported  tO' 
England    for   ready  money.      This  engine   has- 

29,586 
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16,586  wheels,  and  97,746  movements,  which 
are  all  worked  by  one  v/ater-wheel  fixed  on  the 
outfide  of  the  houfej  and  turned  by  the  ftream  of 
the  Derwent,  three  times  round  in  a  minute.  By 
every  turn  of  this  water-wheel,  the  machine  twilts 
73,726  yards  of  filk  ,  fo  that  in  twenty-four 
hours,  it  will  twift  318,496,320  yards.  Any 
fmgle  wheel  or  movement  of  this  complicated  ma- 
chine, may  be  ftopped  without  impeding  the  reft  ; 
and  the  whole  is  governed  by  one  regulator.  There 
have  been  three  or  four  hundred  hands  conftantly 
employed,  moft  of  whom  were  women  and  chil- 
dren, whofe  bufmefs  was  to  tie  the  threads  that 
broke.  The  houfe,  which  contains  this  mill,  is 
a  large,  handfome  ftru6lure,  built  with  brick,  five 
or  fix  ftories  high,  and  of  very  great  extent ;  yet 
the  whole  of  it  is  at  once  equally  warmed  by  a 
fire-engine,  contrived  for  that  purpofe.  The  ma- 
chine was  efteemed  of  fuch  importance  by  the  ]e- 
giflature,  that  on  the  expiration  of  the  patent, 
which  Sir  Thomas  had  obtained  for  the  fole  ufe  of 
it,  during  fourteen  years,  the  parliament  granted 
him  1 4,000 1.  as  a  farther  recompence  for  the 
great  hazard  he  ran,  and  the  expence  he  had  in- 
curred by  introducing  and  diredting  it,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould  fufter  a  perfedl  model  of  it  to 
be  taken,  in  order  to  fecure  and  perpetuate  the 
invention  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  this 
model  is  now  kept  in  the  Record-office,  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  However,  great  care  was 
taken,  during  Sir  Thomas's  life,  to  prevent  any 
one  examining  the  engine  itfelf  too  nearly ; 
by  which  means  it  continued  the  only  engine  of 
the  kind  in  Great-Britain  till  after  his  death, 
when  it  being  publickly  expofed  to  fale,  by  ordtr 
of  his  widow,  feveral  plans  were  taken  of  it  and 
other  engines  of  the  fame  kind  were  foon  after 
eredted  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The 
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The  market-place  of  this  town  is  a  handfoine 
fquare,  adorned  v/ith  genteel  buildings  ;  an  ele- 
gant market- houfe,  and  the  town-hall,  in  which 
the  ailizes  and  feiTions  are  kept,  and  is  a  large  and 
beautiful  ftruclure.  At  a  little  diilance  from  the 
town  has  been  lately  erecSled  an  airy  county  goal, 
and  it  has  a  fine  court-houfe  for  holding  the  af- 
fizes.  Some  of  the  ftreets  are  narrow,  and  com- 
pofed  of  old  timber  houfcs  ;  but  other  parts  of  the 
town  are  adorned  w^ith  new  buildings,  thai  make 
a  fplendid  appearance  j  for  here  ufually  rcfide  ma- 
ny gentlemen  who  have  eftates  in  the  Peak.  And 
on  a  piece  of  ground,  at  a  fmall  divtance,  called 
the  Row  Ditches,  are  frequent  horfe-races. 

Derby  has  a  market  on  Fridays,  with  eight  fairs^ 
Thefi  are  on  January  25,  at  which  there  is  a 
meeting  for  cheefe;  on  Wednefday  in  LentafTize 
week  ;  Friday  in  Eafter-week  ;  the  firll:  Friday 
in  May  j  Friday  in  Whitfun-week  ;  and  July  25, 
for  horned  cattle;  September  27,  28  and  29,  for 
cheefe  j  and  on  the  Friday  before  Michaelmas  for 
horned  cattle. 

Derby  was  a  (belter  for  the  Danes,  for  fome 
time  after  they  had  been  driven  from  other  places, 
the  Peak  on  their  backs  being  a  kind  of  natural 
fortification  ;  fo  that  they  had  little  more  to  do  than 
to  provide  againft  attacks  in  front ;  here  they  con- 
tinued till  the  victorious  Ethelfreda  took  it  by  fur- 
prize,  and  put  them  to  the  fword.  It  is  faid, 
that  on  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  town,  a 
eaftle  formerly  ftood  ;  but  there  are  now  no  re- 
mains of  it,  only  there  is  a  hill  called  Cowcadle- 
hill,  and  a  ftreet  leading  to  St.  Peter's,  called  in 
old  writings,  Caftlegate-ftreet.  Derby  v/as  the 
fartheft  extent  of  the  progrefs  made  by  the  Scots 
rebels,  in  1745, 

John  Flamfteed,  one  of  the  mofl  eminent  aftro- 
jnoniers  the  world  has  produced,  was  born  at  this 
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town  on  the  19th  of  Auguft  1646.  He  had  ear- 
ly read  a  great  deal  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  law  : 
but  happening  to  fee  John  de  Sacrobofco's  book 
de  Sphaeruy  this  gave  him  a  turn  to  aftronomy^ 
v.'hich  Itudy  he  profccuted  with  great  vigour,  and 
in  1^67,  collected  feme  remarkable  eclipfes  of  the 
fixed  fla's  by  the  moon,  which  would  happen  in 
3670.  This  piece,  which  he  fent  to  the  Roy- 
al Society,  procured  him  the  thanks  of  that 
learned  body,  ^oon  after  he  went  to  Cambridge^ 
and  entered  himfelf  a  fludcnt  of  lefus-colleo-e  in 
that  univcrfitv,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
Dr.  Barrow,  Mr.  Newton,  Dr.  Wroe  and  others. 
In  ]673,  he  v/rote  a  fmall  trac5l  concerning  the 
true  diameters  of  all  planets,  and  their  vifible  dia- 
meters, when  at  their  neareft  or  greatefl:  dif^ances 
from  the  earth.  The  next  year  he  wrote  an  Ephe- 
incris.  in  which  he  {liewed  the  falfity  of  aftrolcgy, 
and  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who  pretended  to  it, 
and  gave  a  table  of  the  moon's  rifing  and  fetting, 
carefully  calculated,  together  with  the  eclipfes 
and  appulfes  of  the  moon  and  planets  to  the  fix- 
ed ftars.  He  likev/ife  made  an  Ephemeris  for  the 
life  of  his  majerty  king  Charles  the  Ciecond,  who 
was  fo  pieafed  with  his  uncommon  ingenuity,  that 
he  appointed  him  king's  aftronomer,  v/ith  a  fala- 
ly  of  icol.  a  year,  and  ordered  an  obfervatory 
to  be  built  for  him  at  Greenwich.  In  168 1,  his 
Dccjrine  of  the  sphere  v/as  publifhed  in  a  pofthu- 
mous  work  of  Sir  Jonas  IVjoore,  who  had  been  a 
generous  patron  to  him,  and  firfi:  recommended 
him  to  the  notice  of  his  majefty.  Having  now 
taken  orders,  he  was  prefented  to  the  living  of 
Burfiow  in  Surry,  and  this  he  enjoyed  till  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  1  aft  day  of  December 
1719.  He  compofed  the  Britifh  catalogue  of  fix- 
ed (tars,  containing  about  30C0  in  number,  which 
is  twice  as  many  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  cata- 
logue 
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logue  of  Hevelius.  This  catalogue,  intltled 
Hijhria  Ccelefth  Britannica^  was  printed  on  a  fine 
paper  and  character,  at  the  expence  of  his  royal 
highncfs  George  prince  of  Denmark,  and  publifh- 
ed  in  three  volumes  folio. 

A  mile  below  Derby  flood,  on  the  river  Der- 
went,  the  old  Roman  city  Derventio,  which 
is  now  called  Little  Chester.  Dr.  Stukeley 
traced  the  track  of  the  wall  quite  round,  and  in 
fome  places  law  under- ground  the  foundation  of 
it  in  the  paftures.  Within  the  walls  are  the 
foundations  of  houfes  ;  and  in  the  fields,  round 
what  is  called  the  Caftle,  you  may  fee  the  track 
of  the  ftreets  laid  with  gravel,  particularly  in  a 
dry  fummer,  when  the  grafs  over  them  is  very 
bare.  Several  wells  are  found,  fome  of  which  arc 
fquare,  and  curbed  with  good  ftone.  And  here 
abundance  of  Roman  coins  of  gold,  filver  and 
brafs,  have  been  dug  up.  There  have  alfo  beea 
found  earthen  pipes,  the  remains  of  aqueducSls, 
^a^  various  other  antiquities.  Towards  the  river 
they  have  dug  up  human  bones,  brafs,  rings,  and 
the  like.  There  was  a  bridge  over  the  river,  and 
its  foundations  may  be  ftill  felt  with  a  ftafF. 

St.  Helen's,  near  Derby,  was  a  monaftery  of 
canons  regular  of  St.  Auguftine.  To  this  houfe, 
Hugh  the  prieft,  dean  of  Derby,  gave  to  the  prior 
Albinus,  and  the  canons  there,  which  he  held  in 
little  Derby,  for  the  ereding  a  church,  and  an 
habitation  for  them;  together  with  divers  lands 
of  his  patrimony.  It  was  valued,  at  the  diflb-t 
Jution,  at2481.    14s.   5  d.  a  year. 

At  Calke  Abbey,  a  fmall  village  near  Der- 
by, Maud,  countefs  of  Chcfter,  founded  a  monaf- 
tery  of  regular  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguf- 
tine,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Giles,  before 
the  year  1161  ;  but  afterwards  caufed  moft  of  the 
canons  to  be  removed  to  the  priory  of  Reptun, 
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to  which  this  monaftery  continued  a  cell  till  the 
difTolution. 

Dale  Abbey,  otherwife  Depe-Dale,  or 
Stanley-Park,  is  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  Derby, 
and,  was  founded  by  Radulphus,  fon  of  Germun- 
dus,  on  account  of  an  admonition  to  a  baker  in 
Derby  ;  who  thereupon  left  all  he  had,  and  be- 
came a  hermit.  Serlo  de  Grendon,  fon-in-lavv  to 
the  faid  Radulphus,  built  a  magnificent  church 
and  monafrery  here,  wherein  he  placed  canons 
from  the  cell  at  Caike,  and  procured  feveral  pri- 
vileges from  Rome;  but  being  remifs  in  divine 
offices,  for  fear  of  being  removed,  they  refigned, 
and  returned  from  whence  they  came.  Then  they 
had  fix  canons  from  Tupholon,  who  were  recall- 
ed on  the  fame  account.  After  this  William 
Grendon,  fon  of  Serlo  de  Grendon,  fettled  the 
town  and  park  of  Stanley  Depedale,  and  lands 
in  Okebrook,  upon  this  houfe;  and  nine  canons 
from  New  Houfe  in  Lincolnfhirc  ;  and  the  heirs 
of  the  faid  William  confirmed  the  gifts  of  their 
anceftors,  to  the  canons  of  Stanley-park  ;  all 
which,  with  other  pofTeilions,  were  confirmed  to 
them  by  king  Henry  the  Third,  in  the  19th  year 
of  his  reign.  The  prefent  o'wners  are  the  earls  of 
Stamford  and  Chefterfield.  The  annual  value,  at 
the  difTolution,  was  144I.  I2s.  A  great  part  of 
the  walls  are  flill  (landing,  as  appears  from  the 
annexed  view  of  them. 

At  King's  Mead,  ?.  village  near  Derby,  was 
alfo  St.  Mary  de  Pratis,  or  St.  Mary  of  the  Mea- 
dows, a  priory  of  benedi6i:ine  nuns,  founded  about 
the  year  li5o.  King  Henry  the  Second  granted 
and  confirmed  to  the  nuns,  twenty-feven  acres  of 
land,  in  his  foreft  of  the  Peak,  with  large  com- 
monage in  that  forefl  ;  and  king  Henry  the  Third 
granted  to  the  priorefs  and  nuns,  an  augmenta-^ 
tion  of  100  s.  per  ar/iumy  to  be  paid  by  the  bai- 
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liffs  of  Nottingham.     This  nunnery,  at  the  Tup* 
prefHon,  was  valued  at  3x81.  i6s.   id.  per  an7itim. 

At  LoKAY,  near  Derby,  was  an  hofpital  of  the 
order  of  St.  Lazarus  of  Jerufalem,  dedicated  to 
■St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  fubject  to  a  religious 
houfe  in  France,  to  which  v/as  annually  paid  from 
hence  a  rent  of  20  1.  but  upon  a  war  with  France 
it  was  feized,  and  given  by  king  Edward  the 
Third  to  King's-hal),  Cambridge. 

And  at  Brads  all,  near  the  fame  town,  was 
U  houfe  of  friars  hermits,  which  was  in  bein^  in 
•the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  after  v/hich  it''be- 
came  a  fmall  priory,  of  the  order  of  St.  Au-^-uf- 
tine,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity  •,  and  thus 
continued  till  the  dijdolution,  when  its  annual 
revenue  was  valued  at  no  more  than  13  1.  and  8  d. 

From  Derby  a  road  extends  northward  into 
Yorkfhire,  paffing  by  Alfreton,  a  town  plea- 
Hmtly  feated  on  rai  agreeable  lull,  thirteen  miles 
ncrih  of  Derby,  and  1  36  north-north-wert  of  Lon- 
don J  but  has  noihing  very  remarkable.  Its  ale, 
however,  is,  or  has  been,  in  great  efteem.  it 
has  a  fmall  market  on  Fridays,  and  a  fair  on  Ju- 
ly 30,  for  horfes  and  horned  cattle. 

Five  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Alfrcton,  is  the  village 
of  CoDENER,  v^^hich  had  formerly  a  ftately  caftle 
that  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Greys,  who 
were  from  thence  called  Lords  Grey  of  Codener ; 
but  at  prefent  it  belongs  to  Leigh  Mafter,  Efq; 
many  of  the  walls  are  ilill  (landing,  with  feveral 
windows  and  doors  through  them,  which  fliew, 
thatthey  have  belonged  to  a  magnificent  ftrudure. 
For  the  fatisfa6lion  of  the  curious  reader  we  have 
given  a  view  of  thefe  ruins  as  they  nov*'  appear. 

At  the  diftance  of  nine  miles  to  the  north  of 
Alfreton,  is  Chesterfield,  fituated  on  the  fame 
road.  It  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  between  two 
rivulets,  called  the  Ibber  and  the  Rother.     This 
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town  was  made  a  free  borough  by  king  John,  and 
had  formerly  a  monarrery,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary 
and  the  Holy  Crofs,  which  was  valued,  at  the  dif- 
Iblution,   at  no  more   than  19I.   a  year.      It   had 
alfo  an  ancient  hofpital  for  lepers,  in  the  reign  of 
kin^   Richard  I    dedicated   to   St.  Leonard  ;   but 
we  do  not  find  by  whom    it  w^as  founded,   nor  its 
revenues   at  the  difTolution.     The  houfes  of  this 
town  are,  for  the  mod  part,  built  of  rough  flone, 
and  covered  with  flate.     The  market-place  is  fpa- 
cious,  and  a  market-houfe  has  been  lately  erected. 
It  has   a   large,  handfome  church  ;  but  the  fpire 
being  built   with  timber,  and  covered  with  lead, 
is  warped  by  the  weather,  from  its  perpendicular 
direclion.      It  has    a  free-fchool,  which  is  faid  to 
be  the  mofl  confiderable  in  the  north  of  England  \ 
it  fending  many  {Indents  to  the  univerfities,  efpe- 
cially  to  Cambridge.     The  town    is  governed  by 
a  mayor   and  aldermen  ;  and  the  feflions   for  the 
peace  are  held  here  for  the  north  part  of  the  coun- 
ty.    The  market,  which  is  held  on  Saturday,   is 
v/cll  fupplied  with  corn,  lead,  malt,  leather,  {lock- 
ings,   blankets,  and  bedding;    commodities,    in 
which  the  inhabitants  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade, 
not  only  with  the  neighbouring  towms,  the  Peak, 
the  city  of  Cheller,  I\lanche{ler,  and   Liverpool,  . 
but  With  Yorkfhire,  Northamptonfhire,  Lincoln- 
fl)ire,  LeiceH:er{liire  and    London.      It    has  eight 
fair.-;,  namely,  on   January  25,  February  28,   A- 
pril  3,  May  4,  and  July  4,  for  cattle,  horfes,  and 
pedlars  goods  ;on  September  25  for  cheefe,  onions, 
and   pedlars    goods ;    and  on  November   25,    for 
cattle,  {beep  and  pedlary, 

BoLsovER  is  feated  five  miles  north-eaft  of 
Chefterfield,  towards  the  edge  of  Nottingham{hire, 
and  142  north-north-weit  of  London,  in  a  good 
foil  and  air  ;  and  fome  take  it  to  have  been  a 
flrong  garrifon  of  the  Danes,  there  being  yet  to 
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be  feen  two  large  ditches  or  trenches.  The  town 
is  pretty  large,  the  houfes  indifferently  well-built, 
with  a  market  on  Fridays,  but  no  fairs.  It  is  molt 
remarkable  for  its  caftle,  which  at  prefent  is  a 
beautiful  modern  ftru6lure,  that  from  its  high  fi- 
tuation,  has  a  very  agreeable  appearance  at  a  dif- 
tance.  It  has  turrets  at  the  top,  and  a  flone  ftair- 
cafe  leading  up  to  one  of  them,  that  feems  to  be 
part  of  the  old  caftle,  as  well  as  the  rooms  next 
adjoining.  The  other  part,  which  is  built  near 
the  caftle,  is  a  famous  gallery,  feventytwo  yards 
in  length,  and  (Qven  yards  four  inches  in  breadth, 
within  the  cieling.  It  has  battlements  on  the  top, 
and  is  a  very  beautiful  regular  ftru61:ure.  This 
caftle  (of  which  we  have  given  a  view)  anciently 
belonged  to  the  Haftings,  lords  of  Abergavenny, 
by  exchange  with  king  Henry  the  Third,  and 
from  them  it  came  to  the  Cavendifhes  and  Hol- 
lis,  dukes  of  Newcaftlc  ;  and  by  female  right  to 
the  prefent  owner  the  earl  of  Oxford. 

Between  five  and  fix  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Chefterfield,  is  Dronfield,  a  fmall  town  that 
has  a  market  on  Thurfdays,  with  four  fairs,  which 
are  held  on  the  loth  of  January,  on  the  14th  of 
April,  and  the  15th  of  July  for  fheep  and  cat- 
tle ;  and  on  the  firft  of  September,  for  cheefe. 

BEAUCHiEF,or  Bechief  Abbey,  is  three  miles 
north-weft  of  Dronfield,  and  was  founded  for  the 
Premonftratenfes,  by  Robert  Fitz  Ranulph,  lord 
of  Alfreton  ;  who  being  one  of  thofe  four  knights 
who  murdered  Thomas  Becket,  archbifnop  of 
Canterbury,  erecled  this  abbey  as  an  expiation  for 
that  fadt,  and  dedicated  it  to  him  by  the  name  of 
St.  Thomas  the  Martyr.  It  was  valued,  at  lite 
time  of  the  diftblution  of  the  monafteries,  at  126I . 
a  year  by  Dugdale,  but  at  137  1.  by  Speed.  It  is 
n-ow  in  the  polfeffion  of  -  * —  Pcggs,  Efq; 
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We  fliall  now  return  back  to  Derby,  and  pro- 
ceed from  thence,  in  the  road  which  extends  thro* 
the  north-v/eft  part  of  the  county.  The  firit 
town  of  any  confequence  near  this  road,  is 
WiRKSv/ORTH  or  WoRKswoRTH,  which  is 
feated  about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  it,  in  a  road 
that  crofTes  to  Chefterfleld,  twelve  miles  north- 
weft  of  Derby,  and  fifteen  fouth-weft  of  Chefter- 
field.  This  is  the  chief  town  in  the  Peak  coun- 
try, and  is  a  large,  populous,  and  well  frequent- 
ed place,  feated  in  a  valley,  near  the  fpring-head 
ofthe  river  Ecclefbourn.  It  has  a  fine  church,  a  free- 
fchool  and  alms-houfes  ;  and  is  the  greateft  m.arket 
for  lead  in  England  ;  for. at  a  fmali  difiance  from 
it,  and  at  Criech,  a  village  to  the  eaftv/ard  of  it, 
are  the  furnaces  for  fmelting  down  the  lead-ore. 
Thcfe  furnaces  are  built  on  the  hills  eaft  of  the 
town  ;  and  on  that  part  of  them,  v/hich  is  moft 
€xpofed  to  the  weft  wind.  In  thefe  they  burn 
wood,  and  generally  wait  till  the  wind  blows  from 
the  weft,  before  they  begin  to  fmelt ;  for  the 
fumes,  which  are  extremely  noxious,  are  then  car- 
ried dire6tly  from  the  tov/n  j  and  tho',  if  they  had' 
been  built  weft  of  the  town,  and  worked  with  the 
wind  at  eaft,  the  wind  v/ould  have  blown  the 
fumes  equally  from  the  tov.'n,  yet  the  other  fitua- 
tion  v/as  preferred,  it  being  found  by  experience, 
that  the  wind  blows  longer  from  the  weft  quarter, 
than  from  any  other.  In  thefe  furnaces,  the  lead 
runs  through  channels  formed  for  that  purpofe, 
into  a  kind  of  moulds,  by  which  it  fettles  into 
large  malFes,  called  fows  and  pigs.  Great  num- 
bers of  men,  women  and  children  are  maintained 
by  working  of  the  lead  mines  ;  and  the  miners 
have  laws,  cuftoms  and  privileges,  peculiar  to 
themfeives,  which  have  been  confirmed  by  feveral 
acts  of  parliament.  There  is  a  court  held  in  this 
town    to   determine  all  difrerences  betvveen  the 
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owners  of  the  mines  as  well  as  the  workers.  It  13 
called  the  Bar-moot  court,  and  confifts  of  a  maf- 
ter  and  twenty-four  jurors,  who  have  power  of 
letting  out  two  meers  of  ground  of  twenty-nine 
yards  in  length  in  a  pipe-work,  and  fourteen 
yards  fquare  in  a  flat  work,  to  any  perfon  that 
has  found  a  new  vein  in  any  man's  ground,  ap- 
pointing the  owner  one  meer,  half  at  each  end  of 
the  former,  and  other  fees  and  perquifites  accord- 
ing tocuftom  for  pafTage  of  carts  and  the  like. 

The  produce  of  the  mines  round  this  tov/n  is 
very  ccnfiderable.  The  king  claims  the  thirteenth 
penny  as  a  duty,  for  which  the  proprietors  com- 
pound at  the. rate  of  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  ; 
and  we  are  told,  that  the  tythe  of  Workfworth 
has  been  worth  as  much  annually  to  the  re6tor  of 
the  pariih.  Near  this  place  mill-ftones  and  grind - 
{tones  are  alfo  dug  up.  The  market  is  on  Tuef- 
days  ;  and  there  are  three  fairs,  viz.  on  Shrove- 
Tuefday,  May  i,  and  September  3,  for  horned 
cattle. 

About  nine  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Wirkf- 
worth,  in  the  fame  crofs  road,  is  Ashborn, 
which  is  feated  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  river  Dove, 
on  the  borders  of  Stafford  (hi  re,  with  which  it  has 
a  communication  by  means  of  a  Hone  bridge  over 
that  river.  It  is  a  pretty  large  place,  and  the 
i'oil  around  it  is  rich  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  fiourifliing 
as  it  was  formerly.  The  inhabitants,  however, 
carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  cheefe,  great 
quantities  of  which  they  fend,  by  this  river,  both 
up  and  down  the  Trent.  It  has  a  market  on  Sa- 
turdays, and  feven  fairs,  en  February  13,  for 
horfes  of  all  forts,  and  horned  cattle  ;  on  April  3, 
May  21,  and  July  5,  for  horfes,  horned  cattle 
and  v/ool  ;  on  Augaft  16,  for  horfes  and  horned 
cattle  ;  on   Qdober  20,    and  December  29,  for 
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1)1  ack  heavy  horfes,    befides  others,    and   'horned 
cattle. 

On  returning  back  into  the  north-weU;  road, 
and  proceeding  to  the  northward,  youxiome  to 
WiNSTER,  which  is  fituated  about  twelve  miles 
to  the  north  of  Workfworth,  near  foine  rich 
mines,  but  is  a  place  of  little  note. 

About  four  miles  north-weft  of  Winfler,  and 
the  fame  diftance  to  the  eaft  of  the  road,  is 
Bakewell,  which  is  built  on  the  weft  bank  of 
the  river  Wye,  twelve  miles  weft  of  Chef  ieriield  j 
twenty-two  north-weft  of  Derby,  and  14,1  north- 
weft  of  London.  It  is  feated  among  tht;  hills  of 
the  Peak,  and  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Biiddecan- 
well,  it  being  fuppofed  to  have  taken  its  na  me  from 
the  fprings  and  baths  of  hot  water  at  fome  diftance 
from  it,  now  called  Buxton  wells, which  h  ave  beea 
already  defcribed.  Bad,  in  the  German  tongue, 
fignifying  a  bath.  It  is  a  pretty  large  town,  and 
its  parifti  is  of  great  extent;  for  thoug'h  it  has 
but  one  church,  it  contains  feven  chapel  3  of  eafe. 
It  is  thought  to  have  been  a  place  of  gr  eat  anti- 
quity, and  a  town  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  ; 
becaufe,  near  it,  an  altar  with  a  Romaji  infcrip- 
tion,  and  other  antiquities,  have  beeri  dug  up. 
It  has  a  market  on  Mondays,  and  five  fairs;  on 
Eafter- Monday,  Whit-Monday,  Augu  ft  13,  the 
Monday  after  the  10th  of  Oflober,  and  the  Mon- 
day after  the  22d  of  November,  for  Jiorned  cat- 
tle and  horfes. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Bakewell  is  the  village 
of  Wardlow,  where  fome  people,  making  a 
turnpike  road,  took  out  of  an  adjoining  field  an 
heap  of  ftones  that  had  lain  there  time  immemori- 
al, and  which  plainly  appeared  to  be  a  work  of  art ; 
when,  to  their  great  furprize,  they  found  that  feven- 
teen  perfons  or  more  had  been  interred  there  in  a 
circular  range.    The  bodies  appeared  to  have  been 
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Jain  upon  the  furface  of  the  ground,  upon  lon^ 
flat  fto  nes,  and  their  heads  and  breafts  proteded 
from  the  incumbent  weight  of  ftone,  afterwards 
heaped .  over  them,  by  fmatt  walls  made  round  each, 
with  a  jlat  ftone  over  the  top,  and  two  of  them 
were  w*  illed  up,  and  covered  from  head  to  foot  in 
the  form  of  a  long  cheft.  Upon  removing  the 
rubbifh,  many  bones  were  found  undecayed. 
The  heJ  ip  of  ftones  that  covered  them  was  thirty- 
two  yards  in  diameter,  and  about  five  feet  high, 
and  the  iftones,  of  which  the  coffins  or  tombs  were 
compofeti,  appeared  to  have  been  taken  from  a 
ftone  qui-  rry,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant* 
A  part  0  f  the  circle  was  vacant,  which  was  pro- 
bably occrafioned  by  that  part  being  deftroyed  be- 
fore the  people  were  aware  that  it  contained  any 
thing  ren  larkable,  as  feveral  bones  and  teeth  were 
found  the  re. 

About  ten  miles  to  the  northward  of  Bakewell 
is  Castl  ETON  Castle,  which  is  a  very  ancient 
building,  and  by  its  fituation  impregnable  ;  being 
built  on  a  fteep  rock,  to  which  there  is  but  one 
way  of  going  up,  and  that  fo  full  of  windings^ 
tliat  it  is  1  lear  two  jniles  to  the  top.  It  formerly 
belonged  ?to  the  Peverells.  King  Edward  JI, 
gave  it,  wi  th  the  honour  and  manor  of  Caftleton, 
to  his  Ton  John  duke  of  Lancafter.  Of  the  ruins 
of  this  caiUe  we  have  given  a  curious  print. 

Burgh,  a  fmall  village  near  Caftleton,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  frequented  by  the  Romans, 
from  a  caufeway  leading  from  it,  to  the  baths  of 
Buxton. 

Among  the  eminent  men  born  in  this  county 
were  the  foliovving  :  Arthur  Agard,  a  learned 
Englifti  antiquarian,  was  born  at  Tofton  in  this 
county,  in  the  year  J 540.  He  was  bred  to  the 
law,  and  being  appointed  deputy  chamberlain  of 
the  Exchequer,  held   the  place  forty-five  years. 
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His  paflion  for  Englifh  antiquities  induced  him  to 
make  many  large  col leil ions,  and  his  office  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  great  fkill  in 
that  branch  of  literature.  The  Dooms-day  book 
was  his  peculiar  ftudy,  and  he  compofed  a  learned 
work  to  explain  it.  By  his  will,  he  directed  that 
eleven  manufcrlpt  treatifes  written  by  him,  ftiould 
be  given  to  the  ofHce  in  which  he  ferved  ;  the 
r&{}^  of  his  colle6tions,  containing  twenty  volumes, 
he  bequeathed  to  his  friend  Sir  Robert  Cotton. 
He  died  the  22d  of  Auguft  161 5,  and  was  inter- 
red in  Weftminfter  abbey. 

Sir  Anthony  Fitzherbert,  author  of  feveral  law- 
tradts,  was  born  at  Norbury  in  this  county,  and 
educated  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  Removing 
thence  to  the  inns  of  court,  he  applied  to  his 
lludies  with  fuch  unwearied  diligence,  that  he  be- 
came at  length  a  moft  noted  lawyer,  and  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  his  Majefty's  ferjeants  at  law,  and 
afterwards  a  judge  of  the  court  of  Common-Pleas. 
He  expired  on  the  27th  of  May  1 538,  His  works 
are,  Jn  Abridgement  of  Cafes  ;  The  Office  and  Au- 
thority of  Jujiices  of  the  Peace  \  The  Office  of  She" 
riffis  i  Natura  Bnvium^  &c. 
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K%^^  HIS  county  is  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
^  rp  J^  country,  which,  v/hile  under  the  Ro- 
^  ^  man  government,  was  called  Danmo- 
f?^^i^  nil,  or  Denmonii,  the  name  being  dif- 
ferently written  by  different  authors.  In  the  time 
of  the  Heptarchy,  Devonfliire  was  under  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  when  it  received  the  name  of  Deuonfcyre, 
From  the  Britifh  words  deunan,  and  deuffnaynt, 
which  fignify  deep  vallies,  moft  of  the  towns 
and  villages  being  in  a  low  fituation. 

Devonfhire  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Briftol 
channel ;  on  the  north-eaft  and  eaft  by  Somerfet- 
fhire  and  part  of  Dorfetfhire  ;  on  the  fouth-eaft 
and  fouth  by  the  Britifli  channel  ;  and  on  the 
weft  by  Cornwall  j  extending  about  69  miles  in 
length  from  north  to  fouth,  66  in  breadth  fjrom 
eaft  to  weft,  and  about  200  in  circumference. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  within  the  borders  of  this 
county,  the  grand  military  ways,  called  Ikening, 
and  the  Fofs,  are  generally  allowed  to  meet,  the 
former  from  Somerfetftiire,  and  the  latter  from 
Dorfetfhire  j  which  is  a  fufficient  proof,  that 
Dorfetfhire  was  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  Romans  j 
and  this  opinion  has  been  farther  confirmed,  by 
coins  of  the  Roman  emperors,  both  of  gold,  fil- 
ver  and  brafs,  being  dug  up  in  different  parts  of 
the  county. 

In  1753  was  dug  up  in  a  field,  in  the  parifh  of 
Eaft-cocket  in  this  county,  a  piece  of  Mofalck 

work. 
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work,  with  very  curious  figures ;  reprefenting  a 
woman  lying  in  full  proportion,  with  an  hour- 
glafs  under  her  elbow,  and  a  fiower-pot  in  one 
hand ;  over  her  head,  an  hare  flying  from  a  grey- 
hound, juft  catching  her  in  his  mouth  3  at  her 
feet,  a  blood-hound  in  purfuit  of  a  doe,  juft  be- 
fore him,  with  feveral  other  figures.  This  an- 
tique piece  appears  to  be  a  floor  of  a  Roman  fu- 
datory,  or  fvveating-houfe.  The  cavity  below,  by 
its  dividing  walls,  burnt  flones.  Sec.  very  plainly 
fnevvs  it  to  be  the  fire-place  ;  and  but  one  flue  re- 
mains to  convey  the  warm  air  to  the  room  above'. 
This  floor  is  compofed  of  burnt  bricks,  blue, 
red,  and  white,  none  more  than  an  inch  fquare, 
mofl  of  them-  lefs.  Within  a  beautiful  fquare,  con- 
taining a  circle,  are  thefe  figures:  a  v/oman 
drefl,  'tis  thought,  in  the  Roman  :KJa  with  its 
purple  laticlave,  or  border ;  another  much  da- 
maged ;  which,  with  the  former,  give  a  hand  to  put 
the  cloaths  round  another  woman,  laid  on  a  couch 
naked  down  below  her  waiftr,  ?.nc\  on  whom  a 
phyfician  hard  by  prepares  to  do  fome  operatioa 
•  by  the  fire,  either  cupping  or  burning. 

With  regard  to  the  natural  hiftoryof  Devonfhire, 
it  appears  that  it  was  anciently  a  rough,  woody, 
mountainous  country,  and  the  plains  were  covered 
v/ith  heath  and  coppices  ;  but  now,  through  the 
labour  and  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  the  land 
is  almoil  every  v/here  cultivated  and  improved  ; 
infomuch  that  it  abounds  with  various  producti- 
ons, in  common  with  the  neighbouring  counties. 
The  mountains,  indeed,  are  not  capable  of  this 
improvement,  efpecially  where  they  are  fteep  and 
rocky  ;  but  then  there  are  mines  of  various  kinds, 
though  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  them  arc 
worked  at  p'refent.  That  they  had  mines  of  fd- 
ver  and  gold,  is  evident  from  the  grants  made  by 
Edward  III.  and  other  kings,  for  carrying  them 
F  3  on. 
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on,  with  a  rcfervation  of  the  tenths  to  the  ch^rcfe. 
In  the  year  1293,  William  de  Wymondham  was 
overfeer  of  thofe  works,  and  extracted  370  pounds 
weight  of  fine  filver  out  of  the  lead-ore,  which 
Edward  I.  gave  as  a  portion  with  his  daughter 
Eleanor.  The  next  year  there  was  ^21  pounds 
weight,  which  was  fent  to  London  to  be  coined  ; 
and  the  245th  year  after,  the  Derby fhire  miners 
extracted  from  hence  700  pounds  weight  of 
iilver  for  the  Mint. 

As  for  the  tin  mines,  there  is  no  queftion  to 
be  made,  but  they  were  very  confiderable  in  former 
ages  ;  and  upon  that  account,  there  were  four  ftan^ 
naries  or  jurifiidions,  v/ith  as  many  ftanary  courts 
and  coinage;  Rempton,  Taviftock,  Afhburton 
and  Chetford.  It  appears,  that  in  king  John's 
time,  Devcnfbire  produced  more  tin  than  Corn- 
wall itfelf ;  for  the  coinage  was  farmed  at  ico 
pounds  a  year,  and  that  in  Cornwall  only  at  100 
marks  ;  but  now  Cornwall  has  almoft  the  whole 
trade,  if  it  does  not  enjoy  it  entirely. 

This  county  has  likewife  quarries  of  good  ftone 
for  building,  and  of  flate  for  covering  houfes, 
great  quantities  of  which  are  exported. 

Devonfhire  is  well  watered  with  brooks  and 
rivers  that  rife  out  of  the  hills,  and  take  their  fe- 
veral  courfes,  fome  running  into  the  Englifh 
channel,  and  others  into  Briftol  channel.  The 
principal  of  thefe  are  the  Tamer  and  the  Ex; 
the  former  has  been  already  defcribed  in  our  ac- 
count of  Cornwall.  The  Ex  is  thoucrht  by  fome, 
to  have  been  fo  called  from  Ifcaw,  a  Britiih  word, 
fignifying  elder-wood,  which  grows  in  great 
abundance  on  its  banks.  This  river  rifes  in  a 
ban  en  rra(5l  of  country  called  Exmore,  fituated 
partly  in  Devonfhire,  and  partly  in  Somerfetfnire, 
near  the  Briftol  channel,  and  running  fouthward, 
pafles  through  the  city  of  Exeter,  after  which  it 

falk 


DEVONSHIRE.         127 

falls  into  the  Englifh  channel  at  Exmouth.  Ee- 
fides  thefe,  there  are  in  this  county,  fo  many  con- 
fiderable  rivers,  that  it  has  above  a  hundred  and 
fifty  bridges.  The  chief  of  thefe  rivers  are  the 
Taw  or  Tau,  the  Lad,  the  Oak,  the  Darr,  tha 
TouriJgc,  and  the  Tame.  Whence,  on  eaca 
fide  of  the  county,  there  are  feveral  convenient 
ports  and  harbours,  by  which  means  the  country 
is  well  fupplied  with  fifli,  particularly  great  plenty 
of  excellent  falmon  ;  but  the  moft  beneficial  are 
herrings  and  pilchards,  in  which  the  inhabitants 
carry  on  a  confiderable  trade. 

Here  are  alfo  chalybeate  mineral  fprings,  at 
Cleave,  Taviftock,  Lamufton,  Lifton,  and  other 
places.  Near  Mary-church,  there  is  a  remark- 
able fpring,  called  Laywell,  which  ebbs  and 
flows  feveral  timics  in  an  hour,  and  fometimes 
babbles  up,  like  water  boiling  in  a  pot.  It  is 
very  clear,  and  is  remarkable  for  being  cold  in 
fummiCr,  a^d  never  freezing  in  winter.  The  in- 
habitants hereabouts  affirm,  it  is  of  great  fcrvice 
in  fome  forts  of  fevers;  perhaps  thefe  are  of  the 
heilic  kind. 

The  foil  is  extremely  various  ;  in  the  weitern 
parts  it  is  moorifh,  coarfe,  and  barren,  and  in 
many  pUccs  confifts  of  a  ftifF  clay,  which  the 
water  cannot  penetrate  ;  it  is  therefore  bad  tor 
fheep,  which  are  here  not  only  fmall,  but  in  wet 
feafons  are  very  fubjea  to  the  rot.  Thefe  parts 
are,  however,  happily  adapted  to  the  breeding  of 
fine  oxen,  which  the  drovers  of  Somerfetfhire 
purchafe  in  great  numbers,  and  fatten  for  the 
London  markets.  In  the  northern  parts  of  the 
county  the  foil  is  dry,  and  abounds  with  downs, 
which  afFord  excellent  paflure  for  fheep  ;  and  be- 
ing well  manured  w^ith  lime,  dung  and  fand, 
yield  fine  crops  of  corn,  though  not  equal  to  thofe 
produced  in  the  midfl  of  the  county,  v/here  there 
F  4  is, 
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is     m  fome  places    a  fertile,  fandy  foil,  and  in 
others,   a  rich  marie,  for  manuring  the  ground. 
In  the  eaftern  parts  the  foil  is  ftrong,  of  a  deep 
red   intermixed   with    loam,   and   produces   ^reat 
crops   of  corn      and  the   belt   peas   in  Engfand. 
1  here  are  a  few  villages   north-weft  of  Dart- 
mouth,  that  are  famous  for  an  excellent  rough 
cyder,   faid  to  be  the  beft  in  the  kingdom  ;   and 
the  (0,1   being  here  of  a  rcddift  fand,    produces 
l.kewife,  tfte  beft  cabbnges  and  carrots  in  Great- 
i.ritain..     ,(  his  part  of  the  county  has  alfo  excel- 
lent meadow  and  pafture  ground  \    the  moft  bar- 
ren places  being  rendered  fertile   by  a  ftell-fand 
rom  tne  ^oaft,   as  hath  been  particularly  men- 
ioned  ,n  Cornwall  ;   in  places  remote  from  the 

f','  f^V'"'/'"''  ''^""°'  "^^  "^^fi'y  obtained, 
the  turt  ,s  fhaved  ofFthe  ground,  and  being  burnt 
to  aflies,  proves  excellent  manure.  This  method 
<>t  agriculture  was  firft  ufcd  in  Devonihire,  but 
has  been  praa.fed  in  other  counties,  where  it  is 
"-led  denmirmg  the  land.  The  fouthern  parts 
Pt  tne  county,  on  account  of  the  fuperior  fertility, 
IhTre  °  ^^'"'^'^  ''^^  """"^  °'"  t'^^  g^'-den  of  Devon- 

Dartmoore  is  a  mountainous  part  of  the  coun- 
try   through  which  the  river  Dart  palTcs.    It  was 
made  a  foreft  by  king  John,   and  is  20  miles  long 
and   14  broad,    affording  pafture  in   the  fummer! 
time,   tor  about  one  hundred  thoufand  flieep,  and 
a  proportionable  number  of  other  cattle,  to  the  no 
final  advantage  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 
Jt  alfo  affords  large  quantities  of  turf,  for  winter 
tire.     In  king  John's  time  there  were  tin  mines  in 
thi     foreft,  wnich  have  been   long   difcontinued. 
i  he  hills  confift  of  a  blackifli  mojld,  which  co- 
ver the  rocks,  and  from   thence  proceed  feveral 
itreams,  running  fouthward  into  the  fea. 
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Devonfliire  abounds  in  fruit,  and  particularly 
apples.  We  have  already  mentioned  its  excellent 
cyder,  of  which  they  make  great  quantities,  and 
fome  years  have  fo  much  of  it,  that  the  common 
people  drink  it  to  excefs  while  it  is  new  5  by 
which  means  they  fall  into  a  diilemper,  not  much 
unlike  the  dry  belly-ach,  fo  common  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  like  that  often  terminates  in  a 
palfy.  Some  affirm,  there  are  ic,cco  hogfheads 
of  cyder  exported  yearly  from  this  county  to 
London. 

The  vegetable  productions  of  Devonfhire  are 
moft  of  them  common  in  the  other  counties,  ex- 
cept the  following : 

Eryngo,  Eryngium  vulgar c^  J.  B.  on  the  rocks 
from  which  you  defcend  to  the  ferry  from  Ply- 
mouth into  Cornwall. 

Small  fea  rufh-grafs  of  Plymouth,  Gramen  jun- 
ceum  marithnum  ex'ili  PUmoJJii^  Park.  On  the  wet 
grounds  near  Plymouth. 

Sea-rufli  with  globular  heads,  Juneus  acutus 
maritimus  capituUs  rotundls^  C.  B.  in  Broughton- 
boroughs  in  this  county. 

The  turkey's  feather.  Lichen  feu  mufcus  marinus 
variegatus.  Fungus  auricularis  Cafalpini^  J.  B.  on 
the  rocks  near  Exmouth,  plentifully. 

Baulm-leaved  archangel,  baftard  baulm,  Lamlum 
montanmn  meliffcs folio^  C.  B.  ?neli(ja  FufchiiGti.  In 
many  woods  in  this  county,  and  particularly  near 
Totnefs, 

Wild-madder,  B.uhia  Jllveftrh^  Park.  S>ylv.  af- 
fera^  qu^s fdvejiris  diofcordisy  C  B.  It  grows  on 
the  rocks  near  the  bridge  at  Bediford,  and  all 
along  the  hedges  on  both  fides  the  way  between 
Weftiy  and  Bediford,  and  in  many  other  places 
in  this  county. 

The  inhabitants  of  this   county  had  always   a 

good  character  3   for  Diodorus  tdls  us,    that  the 
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Danmonii  were  a  civil  and  courteous  people,  as 
well  as  flout  and  courageous  ;  and  this  is  fo  far 
true,  that  they  were  not  wholly  fubdued  by  the 
Saxons,  till  the  year  46;,  after  their  firft  land- 
ing in  Britain.  At  this  day  they  keep  up  their 
ancient  characlerj  and  the  meaner  fort  efpecially, 
are  ftrong  and  robuft,  and  able  to  undergo  all 
forts  of  labour,  both  by  land  and  fea.  The  ma- 
iiufa61:urers  are  diligent  and  induftrious,  and  are 
employed  in  making  and  felling  ferges,  perpetua- 
nas,  druggets  and  cloths,  of  feveral  forts.  The 
gentry  are  like  thofe  of  Cornwall,  and  are  given 
to  hofpitality  at  home,  and  to  making  a  figure 
when  they  travel  abroad  ;  they  alfo  give  their  chil- 
dren a  very  good  education  ;  v/hich  perhaps  may 
be  the  reafon  v^^hy  fo  many  learned  men  have  been 
natives  of  this  county. 

The  manufadures  of  Devonfhire  are  fhalloons,- 
longells,  narrow  cloths,  ferges,  kerfies  and  bone- 
lace  -y  in  which,  and  in  corn,  cattle,  wool,  fea- 
fifh,  ftcne  for  building,  and  flates  for  covering 
houfes,  the  inhabitants  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade. 

With  refpedl  to  the  civil  and  ecciefiaftical  divi- 
fions  of  this  county,  it  is  divided  into  thirty-three 
hundreds,  and  contains  one  city  and  thirty-feven 
market  towns.  It  is  feated  in  the  pro-vince  of 
Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Exeter,  and  fends 
twenty-fix  members  to  parliament,  namely,  two 
knights  of  the  fnire,  two  citizens  for  Exeter,  and 
two  burgeffes  for  each  of  the  fallowing  towns, 
Aftiburton,  Barnftaple,  Eearalfton,  Dartmouth, 
Honiton,  Okehampton,  Plymouth,  Plympton, 
Taviftock,  Tiverton  and  Totnefs. 

On  entering  this  county  by  the  road,  which 
leads  from  Lyme  in  Dorietfhire  to  Exeter,  we 
come  to  AxMOUTH,  which  received  its  name  from- 
its  being  built  at  the  raouth  of  the  fmall  river  Ax^ 

about 
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al)out  four  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Axminfter.  It  had 
formerly  a  good  harbour  for  fhips  in  tempeftuous 
weather,  but  it  was  for  fome  ages  rendered  ufelefs 
by  its  being  in  the  hands  of  religious  men,  be- 
longing to  the  abbey  of  Siam.  The  harbour  is 
now  of  little  fervice,  and  though  there  have  been 
feveral  attempts  to  recover  it,  it  has  been  all 
in  vain. 

Seaton  is  a  village  on  the  fea-{hore,  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  Axmouth,  and  about  a  mile  out  of 
the  road.  Here,  Mr.  Camden,  and  Dr.  Stukeley 
conjecture,  was  fituated  the  Roman  town,  nam- 
ed Moridunum.  It  has  been  a  great  haven,  and 
excellent  port.  The  river  Ax  has,  at  its  mouth,  a 
rocky  high  and  fteep  fhore,  and  upon  the  well: 
fidf,  upon  a  little  eminence,  near  Seaton,  are  the 
ruins  of  a  modern  light-houfe,  built  with  briclc, 
and  there  were  formerly  many  great  fouudations 
of  houfes  vihble  nearer  the  fea  than  the  prefent 
town.  Tov/ards  the  land,  beyond  the  great  bank 
orbeach,isamarfh  made  by  the  fea,  full  of  fait  pans, 
into  which  the  fea-water  flows  at  high  tides.  On 
digging  thefe  places,  they  find  innumerable  keels, 
and  pieces  of  vefTels,  with  pitch,  nails,  anchors, 
He.  fix  or  eight  feet  deep,  this  being  formerly 
part  of  the  haven,  and  anchors  have  been  found 
as  high  as  Axminfter.  Upon  higher  ground,  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  river,  are  the  remains  of  a 
caftle  moted  round  j  and  juft  by  the  prefent  haven 
is  a  great  and  long  pier,  formed  of  large  ftones, 
running  out  into  the  fea.  This  place  is  alfo  me- 
morable for  the  Danifli  princes  landing  here  ia 
the  year  937.  It  has  one  fair  on  the  firft  of  May 
for  cattle. 

SiDMOUTH  is  afmall  fifliingtown,  ftatedon  the 
fea-ftiore,  at  the  mouth  of  a  fmall  river  called  the 
Side,  ninemiles  fouth-weft  of  Exeter,  andtwo  miles 
to  the  fouth  of  the  road  to  that  city,  ,  It  was  for- 
merly 
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merly  a  good  Tea- port,  before  its  harbour  was  fa 
choaked  up  with  land,  that  no  fhips  of  burthea 
can  get  in.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the  principal 
fiftiing  towns  in  the  county,  and  furnifhes  the 
neighbouring  parts  with  provifions.  It  has  two 
fairs  j  one  on  Eafter-Tuefday,  and  the  other  on 
the  Monday  after  the  loth  of  September,  for  cattle. 
Veniton  is  a  fmall  place,  where  there  is  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Otter  or  Ottery.  Here  the 
Devonfhire  and  Cornifh  rebels  encamped,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  were  defeated  in 
two  bloody  battles,  by  Sir  John  Ruflell  and 
lord  Grey,  who  commanded  the  king's  forces. 

St.  Mary's  Ottery,  is  the  chief  place  on 
the  river  of  that  name,  and  is  feated   about   nine 
miles   to  the  eaft  of  Exeter.     Here  was  a  bene- 
di(5line   Friary,  dedicated   to    St.  Mary,  and  an- 
nexed, by  king  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  to   one  of 
the  fame  name  and   order   at  Roan;  but  in  the 
eighth  of  Edward  III.  this,  with  many  other  eftates 
of  the  monafteries  in  this  diocefe,  were  conveyed 
to  John  Grandifon,  bifhop  of  Exeter,  for  him  to 
lay  out   on  facred  things  of  more  general   ufe  to 
mankind  3   fuch    as   churches,  hofpitals  and  col- 
leges ;  and  accordingly,  he  converted  this  monaflc- 
ry  into  a  college  of  canons  fecular,  confifting  of 
a    principal,    eight    prebendaries,    ten   vicars,    a 
teacher  of  grammar,  a  mufician^  and  eight  cho- 
rifters,  two  officiating  priefts,  eight  deacons,  and 
two  inferior   clerks,  to   ferve  with  holy  water  at 
the  altar.  Its  annual  value,  at  the  diffolution,  was 
302  1.   2  s.   9  d.     This  is  a  fniall  town,  but  has  a 
handfome   church,  and  a   very   good  market  for 
provifions,  on  Thurfdays  ;  as  alio  three  fairs,  on 
the   Tuefday  fevennight   before  Eafter,  Tuefday 
in  Whitfun-^veek,  and  on  Auguft  15,  for  cattle. 
ToPSHAM  is  feated  on  the  river  Ex,  four  miles 
Couth  of  Exeter,  and. is  the  port-town  of  that  city. 

It 
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It  is  almoft  encompailed  with  the  rivers  Clift  and 
Ex  ;  and  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  but  no  fairs. 
As  the  road  from  Exeter  to  this  town  is  very  plea- 
fant,   many  people  refort  hither  for  pleafure. 

Before  we  defcribe  the  city  of  Exeter,  we  fhall 
give  an  account  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  great 
London  road,  from  Dorfetfhire  to  that  city.  This 
road  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  that  we  have  juft 
defcribed. 

The  iirft  place  upon  this  road  is  Ford,   which 
is    feated  to  the  north-eaft  of  Axminfter.     Here 
was   formerly    an    abbey    of    Ciftertian    Monks, 
founded  by  Adeliza,  daughter  of  Baldwin,  of  the 
family  of  Brionis,  who  was   hereditary  fheriff  of 
this  county.     She  gave  her  houfe,  called  Ford, 
in  Thorncomb,  together  with  the  manor  thereof, 
and  by  this  means  founded  the  abbey,  which  was 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.     The  daughter  of 
this  lady  being   married  to  one   of  the  family  of 
the  Courtneys,  the   patronage  of  this  monaitery 
came  to  them,  and  continued  fo,  when,  in  procefs 
of  time,  they  came  to  be   earls  of  Devonfhirc. 
This  was  a  long  time  in  the  pofleffion  of  a  branch 
of  the  Prideaux,  till  the  ifTue  male  failing,  it  came 
by  marriage  of  a  daughter  to   Francis  Gwyn,  of 
Glamorgan,   Efq;  whofe  fon    is  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor.    It  was  valued,  at  the  time  of  the  diflb- 
lution  of  religious  houfes,  by  Dugdale,  at  374  1. 
a  year;  but  by  Speed,  at  381.     It  is  now  turned 
into  a  dvvelling-houfe,  and  makes  a   moft  beau- 
tiful appearance,  it  feeming  to  be  quite  intire.  All 
the  walls  have  battlements  on  the  top  3  and  in  the 
middle  there  is  a  gate-houfe,  which   rifes   like  a 
tower  fteeple,  and    is   a  handfome  Gothic  ftruc- 
ture.  At  each  end  there  are  two  fquare  buildings, 
which  may  be  called  the  two  wings,  and  the  parts 
between  them  are  adorned  v.^ith  fine  Gothic  win- 
dows, efpeciaily  on  one  fide.     However,  there  is 

little 
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little  doubt  to  be  made,  but  this  abbey  hasrecei'/- 
cd  feveral  alterations  and  improvements  in  parti- 
cular parts,  for  the  more  convenient  reception  of 
the  inhabitants.  Of  this  ftrudure  the  reader  will 
form  a  mere  perfect  idea  from  the  viev7  we  have 
here  given  of  it. 

AxMiNSTER  or  AxMisTER,  IS  featcd  a  little  to 
the  fouth-weft  of  Ford,  on  the  river  Ax,  and  is 
famous  in  hiftory  for  the  tombs  of  the  Saxon 
princes  flain  by  the  Danes,  in  the  bloody  battle  of 
Brunaberg  ;  and  here  king  Athelftan  founded  a 
minfter  for  {t'^QXx  priefts,  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of 
thofe  {lain  in  a  battle,  which  he  fought  againft 
the  Danes  at  Bremal  Down,  near  this  place.  In 
after  ages  thefe  prieils  were  reduced  to  two,  and  a 
portion  of  land  was  allotted  for  them,  known  by 
the  name  of  Prieft  Aller.  Axminfter  is  a  healthy, 
clean  arrd  confidcrable  town- ;  it  has  a  fmall  trade 
in  drugget.^  kerfies,  and  other  articles  of  the 
woollen  manufadlure,  and  is  plentifully  fup- 
plied  v/ith  fifh  from  Lyme  in  Dorfetlhire,  Ax- 
mouth,  and  feveral  other  towns  on  the  neighbour- 
ing: coaft.  It  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  with 
three  fairs ;  which  are  held  on  the  25th  of  April, 
the  Wednsfday  after  the  24th  of  June,  and  the 
-firft  Wednefday  after  the  29th  of  September,  for 
cattle. 

Ho  NITON  is  a  large  town  feated  to  the  weft  of 
Axminfter,  on  the  fame  road,  156  miles  fouth- 
"weft  of  London.  This  is  an  ancient  borough  by 
•prefcription,  but  has  no  corporation,  it  being  go- 
verned by  a  portrieve,  who  is  annually  chofen  at 
^the  court  of  the  lord  of  Ihe  manor,  and  makes 
the  return  of  the  members  to  ferve  in  parliament. 
The  elecSlion  is  made  by  all  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  who  are  called  Burgage-holders  ;  and  at  a 
poll,  not  many  years  fmce,  they  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  200.     Honiton  is  lituated  in.  the  moft 
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pleafant  part  of  the  whole  county,  which  here 
abounds  with  corn  and  pafture,  and  commands  a 
view  of  the  adjacent  country,  which  is  extreme- 
ly beautiful.  It  has  a  bridge  over  the  river  Otter, 
and  is  a  populous  well-built  town,  chiefly  confifting 
of  one  long  ftreet,  remarkably  well-paved  with 
pebbles,  through  which  runs  a  fmall  channel  of 
clear  water.  The  parifh  church,  which  is  adorn- 
ed with  an  organ,  Hands  upon  a  hill,  half  a  mile 
above  the  town  ;  and  the  afcent  on  foot  being  dif- 
ficult and  troubiefome,  the  gentry  v/ere  formerly 
accuftomed  to  go  to  church  on  horfe-back,  or  in 
coaches ;  on  which  account  ftables  were  built  near 
the  church-yard,  to  accommodate  them.  Here  is 
a  charity- fchool  for  thirty  boys  j  and  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  out  of  the  town,  on' the  ead 
fide  of  the  road  to  Exeter,  is  an  hofpital,  with  a 
handfome  chapel,  founded  and  endowed  by  Tho- 
mas Chard  Abbot,  for  four  lepers.  1  he  gover- 
nor and  patrons  are  put  in  by  the  re6lor,  church- 
^^'ardens  and  overfeers  of  the  parifh  ;  and  by  a  re- 
gulation made  in  1642,  other  patients  were  al- 
lowed to  be  admitted,  as  well  as  lepers.  This 
was  a  market  town  before  the  reign  of  king  John ; 
and  the  market  was  kept  on  Sundays,  but  it  is  now 
changed  to  Saturdays.  There  is  alfo  a  fair  on 
the  firfl:  Wednefday  after  the  19th  of  July,  for 
cattle,  A  dreadful  fire  happened  here  on  July 
19,  1747,  by  which  three  parts  of  the  town  were 
Confumed,  and  the  damage  was  computed  at 
"43,000  1.  The  (irft  manufacture  of  ferges  in  De- 
vonfhire  was  in  this  town,  but  the  inhabitants 
are  now  much  employed  in  making  of  lace,  of 
which  confiderable  quantities  are  fent  to  London. 
We  now  come  to  Exeter,  w^hich  is  a  contrac- 
tion of  Excefter,  fignifying  a  caftle  on  the  Ex. 
This  city  is  feventy-eight  miles  fouth-weft  of 
Briftol,   thirty-one  jfjorth    of  Dartmouth,    forty 

fouth 
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fouth  of  Minehead,  thirty-eight  fouth-fouth-eafl of 
Barnftable,  feventy-nine  eaft  by  north  of  Truro, 
fifty- two  weft  by  north  of  Dorchefter,  eighty-nine 
weft  by  fouth  of  Salifbury,  fifty-four  north-eaft  of 
Plymouth,  ninety  eaft-north-eaft  of  the  Land's 
end,  and  172  to  the  weftward  of  London.  Ex- 
eter has  by  many  been  taken  to  be  the  Ifca  Dam- 
noniorum  of  the  Romans,  and  the  laft  ftation  in 
the  itinierary  of  Antoninus;  but  Horfley,  who 
has  examined  thefe  things  very  carefully,  affirms, 
that  ftation  was  at  Chifelborough,  and  that  Exeter 
had  Uxcla  for  its  Roman  name.  It  is  called  Pen- 
Caer  by  the  Britons,  which  fignifies  the  capital. 
It  is  a  large,  populous  city,  built  on  an  agreeable 
eminence,  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river  Ex. 
This  city  was  undoubtedly  built  by  the  Romans : 
for  one  arch  of  the  fouth -gate  feems  to  be  Ro- 
man, and  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  walls  of 
the  city  were  erected  upon  Roman  foundations, 
there  having  been  great  numbers  of  Roman  anti- 
quities found  here.  In  digging  behind  the  Guild- 
hall in  Pancras  Lane,  a  great  Roman  pavement 
was  found,  confifting  of  little  white,  fquareftonesj 
there  was  alfo  a  pot  of  Roman  coins,  holding 
ninety-two  pecks,  dug  up  about  fifty  years  ago. 
The  walls  inclofe  a  great  compafs  of  ground,  and 
are  built  in  the  form  of  a  paralleilogram,  30CO 
Roman  feet  long,  and  2000  broad.  A  ridge  runs 
along  the  middle  of  its  length,  which  declines  a 
little  on  both  fides,  and  adds  greatly  to  its  cleanli- 
nefs,  and  the  falubrity  of  the  air  ;  and  being  de- 
fended by  the  river,  the  walls,  the  declivity  of 
the  ground,  and  the  ditch  on  the  out-fide,  was  a 
place  of  great  ftrength,  and  was  well  chofen  for 
a  frontier  againft  the  Coranavii.  The  walls  are 
in  pretty  good  repair,  and  have  many  lunets  and 
towers,  and  there  is  a  walk  round  the  city,  where 
the  inhabitants  have  the  advantage  and  pleafure 

of 
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of  feeing  the  fine  country  on  the  oppofite  hills  co- 
vered with  wood,  rich  grounds,  orchards,  vil- 
lages and  gentlemen's  feats.  It  has  fix  gates  and 
four  principal  ftreets,  all  centering  in  the  middle 
of  the  city,  and  thence  called  Carfox,  from  the 
old  Norman  word  ^atre  voi^^  or  the  four  ways: 
one  of  thefe  called  the  High  Street,  runs  the 
whole  length  of  the  paralleliogram ;  this  is  broad 
and  ftraight,  all  the  houfes  are  fpacious,  commo- 
dious and  handfome,  it  being  fcarce  to  be  equal- 
led in  any  other  city  of  this  kingdom,  except 
London. 

From  a  ground  plot  of  this  city,  made  in  queen  ^ 
Elizabeth's  time,  it  appears,  that  there  has  been 
a  vaft  encreafe  of  buildings,  both  within  and 
without  the  walls.  The  inhabitants  drive  a  great 
trade  here  in  the  woollen  manufadure,  for  cloths, 
ferges,  and  other  ftuffs ;  and  all  along  the  M'ater- 
fide,  there  are  a  great  number  of  tenters  to  ftretch 
them  on.  In  the  northern  angle  of  the  city,  and 
on  the  higheft  ground,  is  Rugemont  caftle,  once 
the  palace  of  the  Weft  Saxon  kings,  and  then  of 
the  earls  of  Cornwall.  It  is  of  a  fquarifh  fhape, 
not  very  large,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch. 
There  is  a  rampire  of  earth  within,  equal  in 
height  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  which  makes  a 
fine  terrace  walk,  on  which  is  a  double  row  of 
elms,  from  whence  is  a  fine  profpe(St  of  the  city 
and  country.  The  caftle  is  now  much  decayed, 
only  a  part  of  it  being  kept  in  repair  for  the  af- 
fixes, quarter  fefiions,  county  courts,  and  a  cha- 
pel. In  a  morning  when  the  air  is  quite  ferene, 
and  the  fun  fhines,  over  all  the  country  fouth- 
ward,  between  the  fea  and  Exeter,  there  is  gene- 
rally fecn  a  very  thick  fog ;  but  on  the  weft  fide, 
there  is  a  fine  profpedl.  In  the  wall  of  this  caftle, 
is  a  narrow  cavity  quite  round,  perhaps  for  the 
conveyance  of  found  from  turret  to  turret.    Dr. 

Holland 
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Holland  fuppofes  this  to  have  been  orginally  a 
Roman  work  ;  which  is  not  at  all  unlikely,  and 
it  was  probably  their  praetorum  or  garrifon.  Be- 
yond the  ditch  is  a  pleafant  walk,  between  rows 
of  trees  and  a  little  intrenched  hill,  called  the 
Danes  Caftle.  In  the  Guildhall  are  the  pictures 
of  general  Monk,  and  of  the  princefs  Henrietta 
Maria,  the  daughter  of  Charles  I. 

Within  the  walls  of  this  city  are  fixteen 
churches,  befides  chapels,  with  five  large  meet- 
ing-houfes,  and  four  without.  The  cathedral, 
which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  is  a  magnificent 
Gothic  ftru6lure,  and  though  it  was  400  years  in 
building,  appears  as  uniform,  as  if  it  had  been 
creeled  by  one  architect.  It  is  vaulted  throughout, 
is  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet  long,  and  feven- 
ty-four  broad.  It  has  a  ring  of  ten  bells,  reckon- 
ed the  largeft  in  England,  as  is  alfo  its  organ,  the 
greatefi:  pipe  of  which  is  fifteen  inches  in  diame- 
ter. I'he  dean  and  chapter  havetheirhoufes  round 
the  cathedral,  in  what  is  called  the  Clofe,  from 
its  being  inclofed  and  feparated  from  the  city  by 
walls  and  gates.  Within  this  inclofure  are  two 
■churches,  for  the  fervice  of  the  cathedral. 

Leofricus  was  the  firft  bifhop  and  founder  of  this 
ftru6ture.  Warewaft,  the  third  bifhop,  began  to 
build  the  choir  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  and  bifhop 
Brewer  appointed  the  dean  and  prebendaries  in  the 
time  of  Henry  ill.  Bifhop  Pevil  built  the  body 
of  the  church  to  the  wefl  end  in  the  13th  year 
of  Edward  II.  afterwards  bifhop  Grandifon 
lengthened  the  cathedral  with  two  arches,  and 
bifhop  Lacy  began  the  chapter-houfe  ;  but  it  was 
finifhed  by  bifhop  Nevil.  Bifhop  Courtney  built 
the  north  tower,  or  rather  repaired  it,  and  gave 
the  large  bell,  called  Peter.  The  dean  and  chap- 
ter eredted  the  cloyfters,  and  St.  Mary's  chapel,  at 
the  end  ot  the  choir,  is  now  turned  into  a  Libra- 
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fy.  The  bifhop's  throne  In  the  choir  is  a  lofty 
piece  of  Gothic  work  ;  and  here  are  many  monu- 
ments of  bifhops  in  the  cathedral.  On  taking  up 
the  floor  of  the  choir  in  the  year  1763,  m  order 
to  new  pave  it,  a  large  ftone  was  removed,  under 
which  was  found  a  very  fhallow  walled  grave,  in 
which  was  a  leaden  coffin  of  an  ancient  form  : 
the  cover  was  partly  decayed,  and  an  removing 
what  remained  was  found  a  fkeleton  pretty  entire. 
On  the  right  fide  ftood  a  fmall  filver  chalice,  co- 
vered with  a  paten,  and  a  piece  of  filk  or  linen, 
it  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  which,  was  bound 
round  the  ftcm  or  pillar  of  the  chalice.  Among 
the  dull:  was  found  a  handfome  gold  ring,  with  a 
large,  but  not  a  very  good  fapphire  ;  the  whole 
as  frelh  as  if  juft  brought  from  the  jeweller's.  Oii 
the  left  fide  lay  the  remains  of  a  v/ooden  crozier, 
which  fcarce  retained  enough  of  its  original  form 
to  determine  what  it  had  been.  The  infcription 
had  been  long  effaced,  but  tradition  has  preferved 
the  remembrance  that  this  was  the  grave  of  Tho- 
mas de  Bitton,  bifnop  of  Exeter,  who  died  about 
the  year  1305,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  The 
bones  v/ere  refpecSlfully  covered  up  again,  but  the 
ring  and  chalice  v/ere  referved  for  the  infpe6i:ion 
of  the  currous,  in  the  repoiitory  of  the  archives 
of  the  cathedral.  The  dean,  chanter,  chancel- 
lor, and  treafurer,  are  the  four  dignities  of  this 
cathedral,  to  whom  we  may  add  the  four  arch- 
deacons of  Exeter,  Totnefs,  Barnftaple,  and 
Cornvvall  J  and  ever  fince  the  year  1225,  it  has 
had  twenty-four  prebendaries.  The  revenues  of 
this  bilhopric  were  valued  at  the  dilTolution  at 
1566I.  14s.  6d.  per  annum. 

Here  is  a  ftone  bridge  over  the  Ex,  and  the 
city  is  well  fupplied  with  water  brought  from  the 
neighbourhood  in  pipes  to  feveral  conduits,  among 
which  is  one  grand  conduit  crei^led   by  William 
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Duke,  who  was  mayor  of  this  city,  in  the  reigri 
of  king  Edward  IV.  In  the  city  and  fuburbs 
are  prifons,  both  for  debtors  and  malefa6lors  5 
a  workhoufe,  alms-houfes,  and  charity-fchools  j 
and  in  1741  an  hofpital  was  founded  here,  upon 
the  model  of  the  infirmaries  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter,  for  the  fick  and  lame  poor  of  the  city  and 
county.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  without  the 
eaft  gate,  is  the  pari{h  of  Heavy-tree,  fo  called 
from  the  gallows  ere6ted  there  for  malefactors  i 
and  near  it  is  a  burial-place  for  them,  purchafed 
by  the  widow  of  Mr.  Tuckfield,  flierifF  of  Exe- 
ter, in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  She  alfo  left 
money  to  buy  them  flirouds. 

At  the  Norman  invafion,  there  were  here  315 
houfes  belonging  to  the  king,  of  which  forty- 
eight  were  deltroyed  ;  and  the  furvey  fets  forth, 
that  Exeter  did  not  pay  any  taxes,  except  when 
London,  York  and  Winchefter  did.  It  is  a  coun- 
ty of  itfelf,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor,  twenty- 
four  aldermen,  a  recorder,  chamberlain,  a  town 
clerk,  a  fherifFand  four  ftewards,  and  has  a  fword- 
bearer,  four  ferjeants  at  mace,  and  four  ftafF- bear- 
ers. In  the  Guildhall  are  the  pictures  of  general 
Monk,  and  the  princefs  Henrietta  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  icing  Charles  I.  This  city  has  from  the  begin- 
ning fent  members  to  parliament,  who  are  chofe 
by  the  magiftrates  and  freemen,  who  are  in  num- 
ber about  1200.  It  has  been  anciently  noted  for 
the  coinage  of  money,  and  no  longer  fmce  than 
the  reign  of  William  III.  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  filver  coined  here  ;  which  may  be  ftill  diftin- 
guifhed,  by  the  E  under  the  king's  buft.  The  in- 
corporate body  of  this  city  is  divided  into  compa- 
nies, and  each  company  is  governed  by  officers, 
annually  chofen  frbm  among  them.  Civil  caufes 
are  tried  by  the  mayor  or  his  officers,  who  have 
cognizance  of  all  pleas,  and  hear  all  caufes  l?e- 
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tween  party  and  party,  and  determine  th^m  with 
the  advice  of  the  recorder,  aldermen  and  council 
of  the  city  j  but  criminal  caufes,  and  breaches  of 
the  peace,  are  determined  by  eight  aldermen,  who 
are  juftices  of  the  peace. 

This  city  was  anciently  a  fea  port,  and  fiiips  of 
burden  could  come  up  to  its  very  v/alls,  to  a  place 
now  called  the  Water-gate;  but  Hugh  Courtney," 
earl  of  Devon,  being  offended  with  the  citizens, 
caufed  great  heaps  of  fand  and  earth  to  be  thrown 
into  the  channel,  which  obftruded  the  naviga- 
tion, and  all  merchandize  were  obliged  to  be 
brought  from  Top{ham,  which  is  three  miles  ofF. 
They  however  endeavoured  to  open  the  pafTage 
again,  but  had  not  the  fuccefs  they  expe£led  ; 
though  now  lighters  of  great  burden  can  come 
up  to  the  city  quay. 

Exeter,  from  the  great  number  of  monks  it  con- 
tained, was  called  by  the  Saxons  Monkton;  yet 
the  filence  of  our  hiftorians  renders  the  account 
of  the  religious  houfes  here  very  imperfe6^.  It  is 
not  certain,  whether  this  was  the  feat  of  the  fa- 
mous monaftery  of  Adeftancefter,  in  which  St. 
Boniface,  the  apoftle  of  the  Germans,  who  was 
born  at  Crediton  in  this  county,  had  his  educa- 
tion about  the  year  690.  It  is  faid,  that  within 
the  precin61;s  of  what  is  now  called  the  Clofe, 
there  were  three  religious  houfes  ;  one  was  a  nun- 
nery, which  is  now  the  dean's  houfe,  another  was 
a  houfe  of  monks,  faid  to  have  been  erected  by 
king  Ethelred  in  the  year  868,  and  the  third  was  a 
monaflery  of  Benedidine  monks,  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Peter,  founded  by  king. 
Athelftan  in  932,  and  endowed  with  twenty-fix. 
villages.  The  monks,  however,  foon  deferted 
this  monaftcry  for  fear  of  the  Danes;  but  king 
Edgar  replaced  them  in  the  year  968  :  however,  in 
10:3  they  were  again  forced  to  fly  upon  the  plun-. 
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dering  of  this  city  by  the  Danes  ;  but  they  werfi 
again  fettled  by  Canute,  who  in  1019  confirmed 
their  lands  and  privileges  :  but  upon  the  tranflation 
oftheepifcopal  fee  from  Creditohto  this  city  in  1050, 
the  eight  monks  remaining  in  this  monaftery  were 
fent  to  Weftminfter  abbey,  and  fome  fecular  ca- 
nons placed  by  bifhop  Leofric  in  their  ftead. 

Befides  thefe,  there  were  in  this  city  and  its 
neighbourhood  many  other  religious  houfes.  The 
church  of  St.  Olave  here,  with  fome  lands 
adjoining,  were  given  by  king  William  the  Con- 
queror, or  William  Rufus,  to  the  abbey  of  Bat- 
tel, in  Suflex  ;  and  foon  after  a  priory  of  fix  Be- 
nedictine Monks,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  was 
ere6led  upon  this  foundation,  the  revenues  of 
which  were  valued  at  the  difiblution  at  147I.  12s. 
a  year.  An  old  collegiate  church  or  free  chapel, 
for  four  prebendaries  in  the  caftle  of  this  city,  de- 
dicated to  the  Virgin  Mary,  was  given  by  Wil- 
liam Avenell  to  the  priory  of  Plimpton,  in  the 
rcign  of  king  Stephen.  The  chapel  of  St.  James, 
oh  the  outfide  of  the  city,  with  its  tithes  and 
other  eftates,  were  given  by  Baldwin  de  Redveri- 
us,  or  Rivers,  earl  of  Devonfhire,  to  the  head 
monaftery  of  St.  Peter,  at  Cluny  in  France,  and 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin  de  Campis  near  Paris, 
before  the  year  1 146,  on  condition  that  a  prior, 
and  fome  monks  of  the  fame  order,  fhould  be 
fettled  here,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  it 
became  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin  de 
Campis  ;  but  as  it  was  an  alien  priory,  it  was  fre- 
quently feized  by  the  kings  when  they  were  at 
v/ar  with  France,  and  was  at  laft  fupprefied,  but 
was,  however,  made  part  of  the  endowment  of 
King's  college  in  Cambridge,  by  king  Henry  VI, 
Without  the  fouth  gate  of  the  city  was  a  lazer 
houfe,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen  before  the 
year  IJ63,     A  priory,  or  rather  hofpital  of  St, 
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John  Baptift,  was  founded  by  Gilbert  and  John 
Long,  within  the  eaft  gate  of  the  city,  about  the 
year  1239.  It  was  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine^ 
confifted  of  fivepriefts,  nine  chorifters  and  twelve 
poor,  and  was  valued  at  the  diflblution  at  102I. 
1 23.  gd.  a  year.  A  houfe  of  Francifcans  or  grey 
friars  was  feated  near  the  town-wall,  in  a  place 
called  Freren-Hay,  between  the  north  and  weft- 
gates  ;  but  bifhop  Button  removed  them  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward  I.  to  a  houfe  which  he  built 
for  them,  without  the  fouth-gate,  where  they 
continued  till  the  difTolution.  Here  was  alfo  an- 
ciently an  alms-houfe  for  twelve  men,  and  as  ma- 
ny poor  women,  who  were  called  Fratres  Calen- 
darum  ;  but  John  Grandifon,  bifhop  of  Exeter, 
converted  this  houfe  Into  a  college  for  the  vicars 
choral  of  the  cathedral.  Thefe  vicars,  who  were 
twenty  in  number,  became  incorporated,  and  had 
at  the  difTolution  clear  revenues,  worth  204I.  19s* 
3d.  per  annum,  which  were  to  be  divided  among 
them. 

William,  the  fon  of  Baldwin,  (who  was  per- 
haps one  of  the  earls  of  Devonfhire)  in  or  be- 
fore the  reign  of  Henry  II.  gave  the  church  and 
lands  of  Cowick,  a  village  near  Exeter,  to  the 
abbey  of  Bec-Herlowin  in  Normandy,  to  which 
Cowick  became  a  cell  of  Benedi6line  monks.  It 
was  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  at  the  diflblu- 
ton  of  alien  priories  was  given  to  Eton  college, 
but  in  the  third  year  of  Edward  IV.  it  was  grant- 
ed to  Taviftock  abbey,  to  which  it  became  a  cell. 

This  place  has  often  fufFered  great  calamities; 
for  in  the  year  875,  the  Danes  came  up  the  river 
Ex,  and  committed  great  cruelties.  Afterwards 
Swain,  king  of  Denmark,  hearing  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  had  mafTacred  the  Danes,  upon  St.  Brice's 
day,  landed  here  with  a  great  navy,  and  befieged 
the  city.     Yet  he  v/as  not  able  to  take  it,  till  it 
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was  betrayed  by  one  Hugh,  a  Norman,  who  was 
made  governor  thereof  by  queen  Emma.  After 
he  had  taken  it,  he  fpared  neither  men,  women 
nor  children,  burnt  the  city,  razed  the  walls,  de- 
niolifhed  the  churches,  and  left  it  in  ruins.  Af- 
ter this  it  began  to  flourifli  again,  till  William 
the  Conqueror  laid  clofe  fiege  to  it.  However, 
the  inhabitants  held  out  till  part  of  the  wall  u^as 
throurn  down,  and  then  they  furrendered,  upon 
the  beft  terms  they  could  obtain.  Jn  the  reign  of 
king  Stephen,  Baldwin  Rivers,  earl  of  Devon, 
fortified  this  city  and  caftle  in  favour  of  Maud 
the  emprefs  ;  but  it  v/as  forced  to  furrender  for 
want  of  provifions.  After  this  it  underwent  three 
other  fieges  ;  for  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
Perkin  Warbeck,  pretending  to  be  duke  of  York, 
fecond  fon  to  Edward  IV.  laid  fiege  to  Exeter, 
and  battered  it  with  ordnance  ;  but  the  citizens 
defended  themfelves,  till  they  were  relieved  by 
Edward  Courtney,  earl  of  Devon.  The  king 
was  fo  pleafed  with  their  bravery,  that  he  made 
them  a  vifit,  and  gave  them  the  fword  which  he 
then  wore,  to  be  born  before  the  mayor,  as  alfo 
a  cap  of  maintenance.  In  the  reign  of  Edward 
VL  the  rebels  of  Devonfhire  and  Cornwall,  pre- 
tending to  be  difpleafed  with  the  reformation, 
came  before  this  city,  in  July  1544,  and  fummo- 
ned  the  citizens  to  furrender.  The  rebels  began 
the  fiege,  by  Hopping  up  all  the  paflagcs  for  pro- 
vifions, cutting  their  conduit-pipes,  and  breaking 
dov/n  all  their  bridges.  After  this  they  battered 
the  city  with  their  cannon  ;  but  the  citizens 
bravely  defended  themfelves,  though  reduced  to 
famine,  till  the  lord  John  Ruffel  defeated  the  re- 
biels,  and  raifed  the  fiege.  This  deliverance  hap- 
pened on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  which  was  appoint- 
ed for  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  and  is  ftill  kept  by 
the  name  of   Jefus-day.      The  parliament  took 
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feflion  of  the  city  in  the  beginning  of  the  civil 
wars  ;  but  prince  Maurice  recovered  it  in  1643, 
to  the  great  joy  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants, to  whofe  protection  king  Charles  the 
Firft's  qu^en  committed  her  perfon,  till  {he  went 
over  to  France ;  but  the  city  was  retaken  by  the 
parliament's  forces  in  1646.  The  prince  of 
Orange  marched  to  this  city  after  he  landed  at 
Torbay,  where  he  met  with  a  very  cool  reception  ; 
and  here  Sir  Edward  Seymour  and  other  gentle- 
men began  an  aflbciation  for  his  fupport. 

Exeter  has  three  markets,  on  Wednefdays, 
Fridays,  and  Saturdays  j  and  four  fairs,  on  Afh- 
Wednefday,  Whit-Monday,  Auguft  i,  and  De- 
cember 65  for  horned  cattle,  horfes,  and  moil 
kinds  of  commodities. 

The  trade  of  the  city  in  ferges,  Sec.  is  compu- 
ted at  600,000  1.  at  leafl.  The  weekly  ferge 
market  is  faid  to  be  the  greateft  in  England,  ex- 
cept that  at  Leeds  j  and  as  much  ferges  are  every 
week  bought  up  at  it  as  come  to  60,  80,  or 
100,000 1.  Great  quantities  of  woollen  goods  are 
fnipped  here  for  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy,  Holland 
and  Germany.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
J  765,  fome  gentlemen  of  fortune  fet  up  in  Exe- 
ter a  porcelain  manufa(flory. 

Exeter  gave  the  title  of  duke  to  John  Holland, 
brother  on  the  mother's  fide  to  Richard  II.  And 
James  I.  in  the  year  1605,  gave  the  title  of  earl 
of  Exeter  to  Thomas  Cecil,  by  whofe  defcendants 
it  is  aWl  enjoyed. 

This  city  has  produced  the  following  perfons 
diftinguiflied  by  their  learning. 

Sir  William  Petre,  the  anceilor-,  and  firft  foun- 
der of  a  noble  family  in  Eflex,  was  born  at  Exe- 
ter, or,  according  to  others,  at  Tor-newton,  in 
this  county.  Having  gone  through  the  ufual 
courfe  of  academical  1-earni ng  ia  Exeter  college. 
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Oxford,  he  was  ele6led  fellow  of  All- Souls  col-* 
lege  in  1523.  He  afterwards  took  the  degrees  of 
bachelor,  and  doiflor  of  the  civil  law,  and  was 
eleded  principal  of  Peckwater  inn,  in  the  afore- 
faid  univerfity,  now  incorporated  into  Chriili's 
church  college.  Being  introduced  to  court  by 
Thomas  Cromwell,  earl  of  EfTex,  he  foon  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  abilities  and  addrefs. 
Upon  the  difTolution  of  the  monafteries,  he  ob- 
tained a  large  grant  of  abbey  lands,  together  with 
the  honour  of  knighthood  ;  and  was  afterwards 
appointed  by  king  Henry  Vill.  one  of  the  princi- 
pal fecretaries  of  ftate.  He  continued  to  pofTefs 
the  fame  oiHce  under  his  fon  and  fuccefTor,  Ed- 
ward VI.  as  alfo  under  queen  Mary,  and  queen 
Elizabeth  5  and  having  thus  enjoyed,  without  in- 
terruption, the  favour  of  four  fucceflive  monarchs, 
died  on  the  13th  of  January  1572. 

Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  founder  of  the  famous 
Bodleian  library  at  Oxford,  was  born  at  Exeter, 
March  the  2d,  1544.  He  received  his  education 
chiefly  at  Geneva,  whither  his  father  had  been 
obliged  to  retire,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary, 
on  account  of  his  religion.  Upon  the  acce/Iion  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  he  returned  with  his  father  to 
England,  and  was  foon  after  fent  to  Magdalen- 
college  Oxford.  In  1576,  he  travelled  into  fo- 
reign countries,  and  fpent  about  four  years  in  vi- 
fiting  France,  Germany  and  Italy.  In  1585,  he 
was  fent  by  the  queen  to  Frederic,  king  of  Den- 
mark, to  Julius,  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  toother 
German  princes,  in  order  to  engage  them  to  join 
with  her  in  aflifting  the  king  of  Navarre,  af- 
terwards Henry  IV  of  France.  He  afterwards 
difcharged  feveral  other  important  embaffies  5  but 
finding  his  advancement  at  court  obftru6ted  by 
the  jealoufies  of  the  minifters,  he  retired  from 
public  bufmefs,  and  applied  himfelf  wholly  to  the 

pro* 


DEVONSHIRE,         147 

promoting  of  literature,  which  he  cfFedlually  did, 
by  founding  and  endowing  the  public  library  at 
Oxford.  He  was  knighted  by  king  James  I.  and 
offered  confiderable  employments,  which  he  mo- 
deftly  declined.  He  died  on  the  28th  of  January 
1612,  and  was  interred,  with  great  folemnity,  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  choir  of  Morton-college. 

Peter  King,  baron  of  Ockham,  and  lord  high 
chancellor  of  Great  Britain  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, was  born  at  Exeter  in  the  year  1669.     His 
father,  who   was  an    eminent    grocer   and  falter, 
refolved  to  breed  him  to  his   own   bufinefs,    and 
accordingly  kept  him  for  fome  time  in   the  fhop ; 
but  the  youth's    inclina.tion    to   learning  was    {o 
ftrong,  that  he  laid  out  all  the  money  he  could 
fpare  in  books ;  and  devoting   every  moment  of 
his  leifure  hours  to  ftudy,  became   at   length  an 
excellent  fcholar,  before  any  one  had  the  leaft  fuf- 
picion  of  it.     Of  this  he  gave  the  public  a  noble 
proof  in  kis  Enquiry  into  the  conPntution^  difcipline^ 
unity   and  worfiip^    of  the  primitive  churchy  that 
Jlourijhed  within   the  firjl    '^qo  years  after  Chrijt  y 
publifhed  at  London  in    1691.     Kis  acquaintance 
with  Mr.   Locke,  to  whom  he  was  related,  and 
who  left  him  half  his  library  at  his  death,  was  of 
great   advantage  to  him.     By  the   advice  of  that 
gentleman,  he  went  over  to  Holland,  and  ftudied 
at  Leyden  s  and  upon  his  return  to  England,  ap- 
plied himfelf  to   the  fludy  of  the   law,  which  he 
intended  to   make  his   profeflion,  with     fuch  un- 
wearied diligence,  that  he  foon  became  a  mod:  no- 
ted barrifter.     In  the  two  laft  parliaments  of  king 
William,    and   in   all    the  parliaments   of    queen 
Anne,  he  ferved  as  burgefs  for  Beer- Alfton  in  De- 
vonfhire.     In    1708,   he  was   chofen   recorder   of 
the  city  of  London,  and    received   the  honour   of 
knighthood   from  her  majefty.      In  1 7  14,  he  was 
appointed  lord  cliief  judice  of  the  common-pleas, 
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and  next  year  was  advanced  to  the  peerage  hy  the 
title  of  lord  king,  baron  of  Ockham  in  Surry.  On 
the  ift  day  of  June,  of  the  fame  year,  he  was 
conftituted  lord  high  chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
in  which  poft  he  continued  till  November  1733, 
when  he  refigned  it  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health.  He  died  July  22,  1734.  Befides  the 
work  above  mentioned,  he  wrote  The  H'ljiory  of 
the  Apofihs  Greedy  with  Critical  Ohfervations  oh  its 
fever  a  I  Articles. 

Richard  Hooker,  the  celebrated  author  of  The 
Lmvs  of  Ecclefiafical  Polity,,  w^s  horn  in  1553, 
at  Heavy-tree,  near  Exeter,  and  educated  at  Cor- 
pus Chrifti  college,  Oxford,  of  which  he  was 
chofen  a  fellow  in  1577  ;  but  having  been  unwa- 
rily drawn  into  a  marriage,  he  loft  his  fellowfliip  ; 
a  lofs  the  more  mortifying,  as  his  wife  not  only 
wanted  both  beauty  and  fortune,  but  likewife 
proved  a  fhrcw.  This  fevere  misfortune,  how- 
ever. Hooker  bore  with  the  greater  patience,  as 
he  happily  enjoyed  the  friendfliip  of  feveral  emi- 
nent perfons,  particularly  of  the  doctors  Whit- 
gift  and  Sandys,  archbifhops  of  Canterbury  and 
York.  By  the  intereft  of  thefe  prelates,  he  be- 
came, fucceffively,  mafter  of  the  Temple,  preben- 
dary of  Sarum,  fub-dean  of  that  cathedral,  and 
redtor  of  Bifliop's-Bourne  in  Kent,  in  which  lail 
living  he  continued  till  his  death.  He  expired  on 
the  2d  of  November  1 600,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  his  own  parifh. 

Alphington  is  a  village  about  two  miles 
fouth  of  Exeter,  where  there  are  two  fairs,  on  the 
firfi:  Thurfday  in  June  for  horned  cattle,  and  on 
Odober  16,  for  horfes  and  horned  cattle. 

At  the  diftance  of  feven  miles  fouth  by  eaft  of 
Exeter,  is  PoWDERHAM  Castle,  which  is  feated 
near   the  river  Ex,  and  is  a  very  bandfome   old 
ilruduic,  kept  in   very  good   repair.    The    ave- 
nue 
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nue  to  it  is  furrounded  with  ftone  walls,  having 
battlements  on  the  top;  and  in  the  middle, oppofite 
to  the  front,  there  is  a  fquare  gate-houfe.  The 
architecture  of  this  caftle,  as  the  reader  will  fee 
from  the  view  we  have  here  given  of  it,  {hews  that 
it  is  very  antique  ;  and  yet  it  makes  a  very  pleafant 
nnd  magnificent  feat.  It  was  firfl  built  by  Ifa- 
bella  de  Ripariis,  or  Rivers,  countefs  of  Albe- 
marle and  Devon,  and  her  marrying  a  Courtney, 
brought  it  into  that  noble  family,  in  v/hich  itftill 
continues. 

ExMOUTH,  feated  where  the  river  Ex  falls  into 
the  fea,  as  the  name  imports,  contains  nothing 
remarkable  ;  for  there  are  only  a  few  cottages  be- 
lono-incr  to  fifliermen,  and  it  has  neither  fair  nor 
market. 

In  the  road  from  Exeter  to  Taunton  in  Somer- 
fetfhire,  is  Silverton,  which  is  about  eight  miles 
north  of  Exeter,  and  is  a  pretty  good  town,  tho' 
it  has  no  market ;  it  has,  however,  three  fairs,  one 
on  Midfummer-day,  another  on  the  24.thof  June, 
and  the  other  on  the  4th  of  September,  for  cattle. 

Bradlinch,  or  Bradinch,  is  feated  near 
the  river  Columb,  eight  miles  north  of  Exeter, 
and  Is  an  ancient  town  governed  by  a  mayor  ;  but 
having  fuffered  greatly  by  fire,  is  gone  to  decay. 

At  the  diftance  of  ten  miles  north  of  Exeter, 
and  176  fouth-weft  of  London,  is  Columbton, 
which  is  feated  on  the  river  Columb,  from  whence 
it  takes  its  name,  and  is  a  handfonie  town,  with 
a  tolerable  market  on  Saturdays  j  and  two  fairs, 
on  May  i,  and  0(Slober  28,  for  cattle.  The 
church  had  a  curious  rich  gilded  rood-loft,  which 
is  Hill  preferved  as  an  ornament.  This  town  has 
a  confiderable  woollen  manufactory. 

On  proceeding  from  Exeter,  by  the  road  from 

thence  to  Minehead  in  Somerfetlhire,  we  come  to 
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Tiverton,  anciently  calied  Twiford,  which  13 
fifteen  miles  north  of  Exeter,  twenty-five  fouth 
of  Minehead,  and  165  to  the  fouth-wefl:  of  Lon- 
don. It  received  the  name  of  Twiford,  from  its 
fituation  near  two  fords,  one  over  the  river  Ex^ 
and  the  other  over  a  fmall  river,  called  the  Lo- 
man,  where  there  are  now  two  ftone  brido-es.  It 
is  an  ancient  borough  town,  but  is  remarkable 
for  its  fufferings  by  fire  j  for,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1598,  the  naarket-day,  a  fire  broke  out,  and  burnt 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  whole  town,  confifting 
of  above  600  houfes,  was  confumed,  and  only  the 
church,  and  tv/o  alms-houfes,  efcaped.  It  was 
Icarce  rebuilt,  when  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  16 12, 
another  fire  totally  deftroyed  the  place.  The 
town  had  hitherto  returned  no  members  to  parlia- 
ment;  but  in  1615,  king  James  the  Firft  gave 
the  inhabitants  a  charter,  importing,  that  in  con - 
fideration  that  Tiverton  was  an  ancient  town,  and 
had  lately  fuffered  a  very  great  lofs  by  fire,  it  was 
ordained,  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants^ 
they  fhould  fend  tv/o  reprefentatives  to  parliament, 
that  the  place  fhould  be  a  free  town  incorporate, 
governed  by  a  mayor,  twelve  principal  burgeflfes, 
and  twelve  inferior  burgelTes  or  alTiftants,  a  recor- 
der, and  a  clerk  of  the  peace ;  that  the  mayor 
ihould  be  goalkeeper,  and  the  goal-delivery  be 
held  before  him  and  the  recorder.  After  this  Ti- 
verton became  a  large  populous  place,  and  carried 
on  a  confiderable  trade  ;  but  on  the  5th  of  June, 
173T,  another  terrible  fire  happened  here,  which 
deftroyed  200  of  the  beft  houfes  in  the  place,  and 
moft  of  the  manufactures,  infomuch,  that  the 
lofs  was  computed  at  150,0001.  on  which  the 
parliament  pafled  an  a61:  the  following  year  for 
rebuilding  the  town,  in  which  it  was  enjoined, 
that  the  new  built  houfes  fhould  be  covered  with 
tiles  or  leadj  iiiftead  of  thatch  3  that  no  trade, 

likely 
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likely  to  occafion  fires,  fhould  be  exercifed  in  the 
public  ftrcets ;  nor  any  ftacks  of  corn  or  flraw 
erected  there  ;  that  fire  engines  fhould  be  provid- 
ed, and  the  ftreets  and  pafTages  widened.  In  the 
church  was  a  chapel  built  by  the  earls  oi"  Devon- 
fhire  for  their  burial-place  i  and  in  this  chapel, 
which  is  nowdemoliined,  was  a  monument  ere£t^ 
ed  for  Edward  Courtney,  earl  of  Devonfhire,  and 
his  countefs,  with  their  effigies  in  alabafter.  Thi-s 
monument  was  richly  gilt,  and  had  the  follov/ing 
odd  infcription, 

Ho,  ho,  who  lies  here  ? 

'Tis  I,  the  good  earl  of  Devonfhire, 

With  Kate,  my  wife,  to  me  full  dear. 

We  lived  together  fifty-five  year. 

That  we  fpent,  we  had  ; 

That  we  left,  we  \oR  ; 

That  we  gave,  we  have. 

The  earls  of  Devonfhire  had  a  caflle  here,  which 
came  by  marriage  to  the  Trelawneys,  but  now 
belongs  to  Sir  Thomas  Carew,  Bart.  It  is  a 
Gothick  irregular  building,  but  is  more  entire 
than  thefe  remains  generally  are,  as  the  reader 
will  fee  by  the  view  here  given  of  it.  It  has  flill 
a  round  tower,  and  a  magnificent  gate-houfe, 
which  are  pretty  compa6l.  But  the  greateft  glory 
of  this  town  is  a  free-fchool,  founded  by  Peter 
Blondel,  a  wealthy  clothier,  of  this  borough  ; 
who  gave  20C0I.  for  purchafing  lands,  to 
maintain  fix  fcholars  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
who  are  to  be  elected  from  this  fchool,  and  they 
are  now  augmented  to  eight,  and  placed  at  Baliol 
college,  in  Oxford,  and  at  Sidney  college,  Cam- 
bridge. The  fchool  is  a  large  pile  of  building, 
with  a  cupola  in  the  middle  ;  and  has  convenient 
apartments  for  the  mailer  and  ufher.  Here  are 
alfo  two  alnis-houfes.  The  town,  before  the 
G  4  laft 
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laft  fire,  confifted  of  about  50C  houfes ;  and  the 
number  is  doubtlefs  not  lefs  at  prefent,  large  con- 
tributions being  made  all  over  England  to  rebuild 
them.  There  is  in  tnis  place  the  greateft  woollen 
manufactory  in  the  county,  except  that  of  Exeter. 
The  market  is  on  Tuefdays,  and  there  are  two 
fairs;  one  on  Tuefday  fortnight  after  Whit-fun- 
day,  and  the  other  on  the  10th  of  Odlober,  for 
cattle. 

About  feven  miles  to  the  eafl  of  Tiverton  is 
BuRLEscoMB,  Of  Berdlescomb,  where  was  a 
priory  of  black  canons ;  but  by  whom  founded  is 
not  known. 

At  Legh,  a  village  north-weft  of  Tiverton, 
Walter  Clavell,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the 
Second,  founded  a  monaftery  for  canons  of  the 
order  of  St.  Auftin,  who  were  changed  by  Maud 
de  Clare,  countefs  of  Hereford  and  Gloucefter, 
in  the  beginning  of  king  Edward  the  Firft's  reign, 
into  an  abbefs  and  nuns,  or  canoneffes  of  the 
fame  order.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Ma- 
ry, St.  John  the  Evangelift,  and  St.  Etheldreda. 
At  the  difiblution  it  contained  eighteen  religious, 
and  its  revenue  was  valued  at  197  1.   3  s.   i  d. 

Twenty-two  miles  north  of  Exeter,  on  the 
fame  road,  and  eighteen  miles  fouth  of  Minehead, 
is  Bampton,  which  is  feated  on  a  branch  of  the 
river  Ex,  on  the  borders  of  Somerfetftiire,  and 
in  a  bottom  furrounded  with  hills.  It  is  half  a 
niile  in  length,  and  contains  about  100  houfes, 
xwith  a  large  church.  'Tis  governed  by  a  por- 
treeve, and  had  formerly  two  markets,  on  Wed- 
nefdays  and  Saturdays  ;  but  now  has  only  one  on 
Mondays,  and  two  fairs  on  Whit- tuefday,  and 
Odober  24,  for  cattle. 

Jufl:  on  entering  the  borders  of  Somerfetftiire,  a 
road  extends  weftward  to  Heartland-point,  the 
wellern  extremity  of  Devonshire.     The  firft  town 
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upon  this  road,  on  leaving  Bampton,  is  South 
Morton,  which  is  feat-^d  on  a  little  river  called 
the  Moul,  eleven  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Barnftaple, 
thirteen  weft  of  Dulvcrton  in  Sonieifetihire,  and 
103  weft:  by  fouth  of  London.  It  is  an  ancient 
borough  Its  corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor^ 
eighteen  burgeftes,  a  recorder,  town-clerk,  and 
two  ferjeants  at  mace  ;  they  anciently  fent  mem- 
bers to  parliament,  but  now  have  loft  that  privi- 
lege. The  church  is  a  noble,  fpacious  building, 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  is  kept  in  good 
repair.  It  is  adorned  with  an  organ,  and  an  al- 
tar-piece, at  the  charge  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
mayor  is  juftice  of  the  peace,  for  one  year  after 
his  mayoralty,  as  is  alfo  the  eldeft  burgefs.  The 
market  is  on  Saturdays,  and  the  fairs,  which  are 
fix  in  number,  are  on  Saturday  after  February  13, 
Saturday  before  May  i,  Wednefday  before  June 
22,  Wednefday  after  Auguft  26,  Saturday  before 
October  10,  and  Saturday  before  December  12, 
all  for  cattle,  befides  wares  and  merchandizes. 
They  have  manufactories  of  {erges^  ftiaUoons  ahd 
the  like,  which  invite  the  country  people  to 
bring  their  wool  to  this  market,  and  great  quan- 
tities are  bought  by  the  traders,  every  Saturday. 
In  the  year  1684,  a  merchant  of  London,  and  a  na- 
tive of  this  town,  built  and  endowed  a  free  fchool 
here.  Near  the  town  they  have  erected  lime 
kilns  fome  years  ago,  from  which  the  hufband- 
men  fetch  great  quantities  of  lime,  to  manure  the 
ground,  which  by  this  means  produces  plenty  of 
pafture,  and  all  forts  of  corn. 

To  the  north  of  this  town  is  a  village  alfo 
fituated  on  the  Moul,  and  from  thence  called 
NoRTH-MouLTON,  which  has  two  fairs,  viz,  on 
the  firft  Tuefday  after  May  1 1,  and  November  12, 
for  cattle. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  road  are  three  villages, 

which,    from  their  fituation  on  the  Taw,    are 
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named  North-Tawton,  Bishops-Tawton", 
and  South-Tawton.  AtNorth-Tawton  isapitof 
a  large  circumference,  ten  feet  deep,  out  of  which 
a  fpring  of  water  fometimes  iffues,  and  forms  a 
little  brook  that  continues  running  many  days  to- 
gether. The  common  people,  who  are  generally 
fuperftitious,  imagine  that  the  appearance  of  this 
water  is  the  fore-runner  of  fome  public  calamity. 
North-Tawton  has  three  fairs,  viz.  the  third  Tuef- 
day  in  April ;  on  the  2d  of  October,  and  on  the 
17th  of  December,  for  cattle,  fheep,  cloth,  &c. 
If  thefe  laft  mentioned  days  fall  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  or  Monday,  the  fair  is  then  held  on  the 
Tuefday  following. 

Biftiops-Tawton  is,  as  we  have  already  inti- 
mated, feated  on  the  Taw,  a  little  to  the  fouth  of 
Barnftaple,  and  though  at  prefent  it  is  an  incon- 
fiderable  place,  was  the  firft  bifhop's  fee  in  this 
county.  Eadulphus,  or  Werftan,  the  firft  bifhop, 
had  this  fee  about  the  year  905  ;  but  Putta,  the 
fecond  bifhop,  who  had  his  fee  here  for  fome  time, 
was  removed  from  this  place  to  Crediton,  and 
from  thence  the  fee  was  tranflated  to  Exeter* 
The  bifhop  of  Exeter  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
built  a  fine  houfe  here,  which  he  intended  for  a 
place  of  refuge,  in  cafe  his  temporalities  fhould 
be  feized  ;    but  it  did  not  anfwer  his  purpofe. 

Barnstaple  has  its  name  from /"^r,  which  fti 
the  Britifh  tongue  fignifies  the  mouth  of  a  river, 
and  the  Saxon  wov^jlaple^  a  mart.  It  is  fituated 
'forty  miles  north  of  Exeter,  and  is  a  little  fea-port 
town,  which,  for  antiquity,  beauty  of  fituation, 
and  neatnefs,  far  exceeds  any  in  the  weft,  and 
can  perhaps  be  equalled  by  very  few  in  any  part 
of  England.  It  is  fituated  in  a  delightful  vale, 
furrounded  with  a  femlcirciilar  range  of  hills,  to 
which  the  Taw  may  be  confidered  as  the  diameter. 
The  ftreets  are  well  paved,  the  two  principal  of 
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^vhIc■h  run  through  its  whole  length  in  lines 
nearly  parallel  with  the  river.  The  buildings, 
though  low,  are  neat,  and  for  the  moft  part  re- 
gular. The  parifh  church  is  large,  ornamented 
with  a  handfome  fpire,  and  furnilhed  with  a  no- 
ble organ.  Befides  which,  there  are  here  two 
meeting-houfes,  frequented  by  a  confiderable  bo- 
dy of  diflenters ;  and,  'till  lately,  a  fociety  of 
French  refugees  had  a  chapel,  in  v/hich  divine 
fervice  was  weekly  performed  in  their  own  tongue 
by  a  very  worthy  clergyman,  on  whofe  demife  the 
congregation  joined  with  the  eftablifhed  church. 
The  grammar-fchool  here  has  been  very  celebrat- 
ed, and  produced  numbers  of  great  men  :  among 
v/hom  we  may  reckon,  Jewel,  bifhop  of  Salilbury  ; 
Harding,  profefTor  at  Louvain  ;  the  facetious 
Gay;  Aaron  Hill,  the  dramatic  poet;  Stinton,  the 
prefent  chancellor  of  Lincoln  ;  Dr.  Mufgrave, 
5cc.  Over  the  north- gate  is  a  charity-fchool, 
where  40  boys  and  20  girls  v/ere  annually  to  be 
inftrud^ed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
though  the  number  is  now  fomewhat  reduced. 
This  gate  being  lately  repaired,  and  a  handfome 
cupola  raifed  on  the  top,  with  a  public  clock, 
agreeably  terminates  the  High-ftreet.  At  the 
fouth-eaft  entrance  is  an  old,  well-built,  well- 
contrived  alms-houfe,  founded  and  endowed  hf 
one  Penrofe,  a  merchant,  with  a  large  garden  ad~ 
joining,  and  a  chapel  for  daily  prayers.  The 
next  object  that  prefents  itfelf  is  an  agreeable 
public  walk,  commonly  called  the  fquare  ;  planted 
with  double  rows  of  limes,  and  taking  in  a  pretty 
profpect  of  the  river,  and  country  adjacent ;  to- 
gether with  a  very  handfome  ftone  bridge  of  16 
arches,  which  preferves  a  free  communication  be- 
tween this  town,  and  its  neighbouring  ones,  of 
Torrington,  Biddeford,  &c.  This  bridge  was 
the  benefaction  of  one  Stamford,    a  citizen  of 
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London.     A  little  farther  to  the  north-weft  h 
Itill  feen   a  high  artificial  mount,  on  which  was 
creded  a  caftle,  furrounded  by  a  moat,  and  com- 
pJetely  comrnanding  the  town  and  river;  the  re- 
mains of  this  monument  of  antiquity,  attributed 
-by  fome  to  Judael  de  Tottenais,  but  by  others, 
with   more  probability,   to  king  Athelftan,    has 
been  lately  applied   to  the  building  of  lime  kilns. 
V\  e  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a  beautiful    little 
walk  juft  on  the  outfide  the  north-gate,  and  hence 
called  the  Northern  Hay  ;  it  commands  a  laro-e  ba- 
ion  of  water;  a  portion  of  the  furroundingliills, 
which  are  diverfified  with  a  number  of  delightful 
villas,  corn   fields,  hanging  woods,    and   pafture 
ground  ;  and  the  pleafant  village  of  Pilton,  which 
being  fituated  on   the  declivity  of  a  hill,  has  a 
fine  efi:ea;  this  walk  is  at  prefent  444  feet  in 
length,  and  it  is  hoped,   that  the  contributions  of 
the   gentlemen   of    the   town,    will   carry  it  all 
round    the   calHe,    which,   if  ever  efFeded,  will 
render  it  beautiful  beyond  parallel. 

^  The  town  is  on  all  fides  (except  the  eafl)    fur- 
nifhed  with   quays,  which  the  confluence  of  two 
little  ftreams  of  frefli  water,  with  the  Taw,  ren- 
der very    convenient;    at    the   fpring    tides   this 
place  13  almofl  furrounded  by  water,  and  till  the 
excellent  improvement  of  banking  in  the  marfhes 
took  place,  by  which  fome  hundred  of  acres  of 
arable  and    pafture   land   is  preferved,,  the  level 
grounds   around  appeared  a  perfea  fea.     On  the 
largeft  of  thefe  quays  is  built  an  elegant  piazza, 
iupported  by   Tufcan  pillars,  and  adorned   with 
the  arms  of  fome   principal  perfons  of  the   town 
and  neighbourhood,  with  urns,  trophies,  &c.  at 
proper  diftances ;  in    the   middle,   on   the  top,  is 
eroded  a  full  length  ftatue  of  queen  Anne,  in  her 
regalia,   fupported  by  eight  ftrong,   fquare,  fluted 
pillars,  and  underneath  an  infcription  on  a  black 

marble. 
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marble,  fignifying,  that  it  was  raifed  as  a  teflimo- 
ny  of  his  loyalty,  by  Robert  Rolle,  of  Steven-' 
ftone,Elq;  1708.  This  walk  is  a  convenient  ren- 
dezvous for  mailers  of  veflels,  and  merchants,  tho' 
now  indeed  the  river  being  a  good  deal  choaked 
with  fand,  its  navigation  is  rather  difficult,  and 
this,  with  other  caufes,  has  hurt  the  trade,  which 
formerly  fiouriflied  here,  and  a  confiderable  part 
of  it  migrated  to  the  fouth  coaft.  The  principal 
commerce  of  the  inhabitants  now  is  with  Briflol, 
and  Ireland,  and  fome  few  (hips  are  fitted  out  to 
New  England  and  Newfoundland,  to  which  places 
they  export  v/oollen  goods,  which  is  the  chief  ma- 
nufadture  of  the  town  ;  alfo  porter,  a  large  brew- 
houfe  having  within  thefe  few  years  been  erected 
for  that  purpofe.  Coals  and  culm  they  have  in 
abundance  from  Wales  ;  and  the  fineft  foft  water 
is  conveyed  by  pipes  into  moft  houfes  through  the 
town  ;  the  natural  fall  of  a  rivulet  from  a  neigh- 
bouring hill  on  the  north,  affecting  all  the  pur- 
pofes  without  the  expence  of  a  water-engine.  A 
plentiful  market  is  held  on  Fridays,  to  which  the 
fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  fruitfulnefs  of 
the  rivers,  jointly  contribute  5  in  fliort,  here  is 
almoft  every  thing  defirable.  Thefe  advantages 
of  fituation,  and  the  cheapnefs  confequent  on 
plenty,  have  of  late  induced  many  flrangers  to 
fettle  here  j  and  it  is  now  become,  from  an  induf- 
trious,  trading,  opulent  town,  a  feat  of  diflipa^ 
tion,  luxury  and  pleafure  ;  the  inhabitants  di- 
viding their  time  between  eating,  drinking,  gam- 
ing, drefling,  vifiting,  and  public  amufements. 
They  have  aflemblies  once  a  fortnight,  concerts 
and  plays  during  the  feafon  ;  and  parties  of  plea- 
fure on  the  water  is  a  favourite,  and  indeed  de- 
lightful method  of  fpending  the  fummer  evenings. 
The  government  of  this  borough  is  veiled  by 
a  charter  from  queen  Mary,  in  a  mayor,  two  al- 
dermen, 
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dermen,  twenty- four  common-councilmen,  anc! 
proper  officers  j  it  fends  two  members  to  parlia- 
ment, who  are  elected  by  the  corporation,  and 
fuch  as  are  free-men,  free-born,  or  made  fo  by 
the  magiftrates.  The  number  of  electors  are 
computed  to  be  about  7  or  8co.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  is  upwards  of  6000,  and  the 
number  of  cuftom-houfc  officers  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  for  this  and  the  two  adjoining  ports.  An 
annual  fair  is  held  on  Sept.  19. 

In  the  Norman  furvey  Barnftaple  is  mentioned 
jis  a  borough  of  the  king's  demefne  ;  and  Leland 
informs  us,  that  king  Athelftan  gave  them  the 
chief  of  their  privileges.  William  the  Conqueror 
gave  this  town  to  Johellus,  the  fon  of  Alured, 
who  built  a  caltle  here,  and  founded  a  priory, 
which  he  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  and  made  it  a  cell  to  St.  Mar- 
tin de  Cam.pis,  at  Paris. 

At  PiLToN,  on  the  other  end  of  the  bridge, 
was  a  friary  of  benedicline  monks,  founded  by 
king  Athelftan,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Ma- 
ry. It  was  for  fome.time  a  cell  to  Malmfbury 
abbey  in  Wiltfhire,  and  about  the  time  of  the  dif- 
folution  confifted  only  of  a  prior,  and  three  monks, 
when  its  annual  revenues  were  v^ued  at  56  1.  12  s. 
8d. 

In  a  marfh  about  tv/o  miles  above  Barnftaple, 
near  the  banks  of  the  river,  is  a  remarkable  tomb, 
which  from  the  fingularity  of  its  fituation  may 
deferve  a  particular  defcription.  It  is  erected  over 
four  perfons  who  died  of  the  plague ;  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  v/all,  with  a  double  row  of  low 
elms,  and  bears  thefe  infcriptions,  which  are  at 
prefent  as  legible  as  ever.  Acrofs  one  end  of  the 
iloiiQ  are  thefe  lines. 

To 
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To  ttie  memory  of  our  foure  fvveete 

Sonnes,  John,  Jofeph,  Tliomas  and  Richard, 

who  were  immaturely  taken  from  us 

altogeather  by  Divine  Providence,  are 

here  interred  the  17  th  day  of  Auguit, 

Anno  Dom.   1646. 

Acrofs  the  other  end  are  thefe  words, 

In  hac  fpe  acquiefcunt  Parentes 
Maetiilimi  Jofeph  &  Agnes  Ley. 

And  between  thefe,  are  the  following  lines, 

Good,  and  greate  God,  to  thee  we  do  refigne 
Our  foure  deare  fonnes,  for  they  were  chiefly  thine 
And  Lord  vre  were  not  worthy  of  the  name 
To  be  the  Sonnes  of  faithful  Abrahame 
Had  we  not  learnt  for  thy  juft  pleafure's  Sake 
To  yield  oure  ail  as  he  his  Ifaacke 
Reader,  perhaps  thou  knewTt  this  fielde,  but  ah 
'Tis  now  become  another  Machphelahe 
What  then  this  honor  it  doth  crave  the  more 
Never  fuch  feeds  were  fowne  therein  before 
Which  (hall  revive  and  Chrift  his  Angels  warne 
To  bear  with  triumph  to  his  heavenlye  Barne. 

At  or  near  this  town  v/as  born  that  excellent 
poet  Mr,  John  Gay,  of  a  good  family,  in  1688, 
and  was  educated  at  the  free-fchool  here.  Inhe- 
riting from  his  parents  but  a  very  fmall  fortune,  he 
was  bound  apprentice  to  a  filk-mercer  in  London  j 
but  his  fpirit  being  too  high  for  that  kind  of  em- 
ployment, he  foon  after  left  it,  and  applied  him- 
felf  to  his  ftudies.  In  1712  he  was  made  fecre- 
tary  to  the  dutchefs  of  Monmouth,  which  fet  him 
at  his  eafe,  his  finances  being  before  but  in  very 
bad  condition.  In  1714  he  attended  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  to  Hanover ;  and  upon  the  death  of 
that  nobleman  returned  to  England,  where  he 
was  carefled  by  perfons  of  the  firll  quality. 

During 
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During  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  he  had  great 
hopes  of  rifing  at  court  ;  and  did  not  entirely 
Jofe  them  in  that  of  king  George  the  Firft ;  but  his 
clofe  connedtion  with  the  late  miniftry,  unhappily 
blafted  all  his  expectations.  To  divert  his  me- 
lancholy, Mr.  Pulteriey  took  him  along  with  him 
to  Aix  in  France,  in  1717,  and  the  year  follow- 
ing he  was  invited,  by  lord  Harcourt,  to  his  feat 
in  Oxfordfhire.  In  1720  he  publifhed  his  poems 
by  fubfcription,  which  brought  him  fome  fupplies 
of  money  ^  but  whatever  he  gained  by  that,  or  by 
any  other  means,  was  unfortunately  fwallowed  up 
in  the  devouring  gujph  of  the  .'•"outh-Sea  fcheme. 
Overwhelmed  with  this  unexpedt  d  calamity,  he 
was  feized  with  fuch  a  dejecSlion  of  fpirits,  as  had 
well  nigh  put  a  period  to  his  life.  He  recovered, 
however,  from  this  dangerous  diforder,  and  in 
1724,  produced  his  tragedy,  called  The  Captives  i 
which  being  honoured  with  the  countenance  of 
her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs  of  Wales,  encou- 
raged him  to  write  a  fet  of  fables  for  the  ufe  of  the 
duke  of  Cumberland.  Upon  the  acceflion  of  king 
George  the  Second,  he  was  offered  the  poft  of 
gentleman-ufher  to  the  youngeft  princefs  Louifa  j 
but  this  he  declined  as  unworthy  of  his  chara<Ster, 
In  1727,  his  famous  Beggar'' s  Opera  made  its  ap- 
pearance upon  the  ftagc,  and  was  received  with  a 
degree  of  applaufe,  which  had  never  been  fhewn 
to  any  former  dramatic  performance.  For  fixty- 
three  nights  fucceffively  was  it  acSled  at  London,  fif- 
ty times  at  Bath  and  Briftol,  thiity  or  forty  times  la 
moft  of  the  other  great  towns  of  England,  and 
24  times  in  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales  THiie  un- 
parallelled  fuccefs  of  that  piece,  induced  him  to 
write  a  fequel  to  it,  entitled  Polly;  but  this  was 
refufed  a  licenfe  by  the  chamberlain.  However  it 
was  afterwards  publilhed  by  fubfcription.  He  was 
now   taken  into  the  protedlion  of  the  duke  and 
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dutchefs  of  Queenfberry,  who  treated  him  with  a 
kindnefs,  and  even  with  a  tendernefs,  which  does 
honour  to  their  memory.  But  neither  the  gene- 
rous friendfhip  of  that  noble  pair,  nor  the  joy 
arifmg  from  the  fuccefs  of  his  works,  and  the  en- 
creafe  of  his  fame ;  nor  the  moft  confolatory  let- 
ters fent  from  Pope,  Swift,  and  his  other  inti- 
mate acquaintances,  could  overcome  his  incura- 
ble melancholy'.  He  lived,  or  rather  languifhed, 
under  a  total  depreflion  of  fpirits,  till  the  winter 
of  1732,  when  he  was  fuddenly  carried  off  by  an 
inflammatory  fever,  on  the  4th  of  December. 
His  body  was  interred  in  Weftminfter  abbey, 
where  a  handfome  monument  was  erecied  to  his 
memory,  by  the  duke  and  dutchefs  of  Queenfber- 
ry,  with  an  infcription  upon  it  furniflied  by  Mr. 
Pope.  His  fortune,  amounting  to  about  3000  1. 
v/as  divided  between  his  two  fiflers.  Befides  the 
works  already  mentioned,  he  wrote  The  SJ?epherd's 
Week,  Trivia,  The'what  d'ye  call  it.  The  Wife  of  Bath^ 
Three   Hours   after  Ivlarriage^  Achilles   an  Opera ^ 

Comb  Martin,  or  Martin's  Comb,  is  fi- 
tuatcd  on  the  Briftol  channel,  about  live  miles 
north- eail  of  Barnftaple,  Its  name  is  derived  from 
Kum,  a  Britifh  word,  which  fignifiesa  vale,  and 
Martin,  the  family  name  of  thofe  who  for  many 
ages  were  lords  of  this  place.  Here  is  a  cove  for 
the  landing  of  boats  ;  and  the  land  about  it  is 
noted  for  yielding  the  bell:  hemp  in  the  county. 
In  former  times  this  place  was  famous  for  tin 
mines  ;  and  in  Camden's  days  fome  lead  mines 
were  opened,  which  had  veins  of  filver.  They 
were  firft  difcovered  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Firft,  and  yielded  great  profit  ;  but  they  were  af- 
terwards negleded  till  the  time  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, when  they  were  opened  again,  and  great 
quantities  of  filver  were  extraded  from  the  ore, 

by 
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by  Sir  Beavis  Bulmar,  a  virtuofo  in  refining  me- 
tals, who  caufed  two  cups  to  be  made  of  this  fii- 
ver,  and  prefcnted  one  of  them  to  the  earl  of 
Bath,  and  the  other,  which  weighed  137  ounces, 
to  Sir  Richard  Martin,  lord  mayor  of  London.  A 
nev/  adit  has  been  lately  dug,  at  the  expence  of 
5000 1.  but  it  is  faid  the  mine  has  not  been 
wrought  fince. 

Five  miles  weft  of  Comb  Martin,  is  Ilfar- 
COMB,  Ilfordcomb,  or  Alfrincomb,  which  is 
lituated  on  the  Briftol  channel,  forty-nine  miles 
north-north-wePt  of  Exeter.  It  is  a  rich,  popu- 
lous place,  governed  by  a  mayor,  bailiffs,  and 
other  officers ;  but  chiefly  confifts  of  only  one 
ftreet  of  fcattered  houfes,  almoft  a  mile  long.  It 
has  a  good  road  for  fhips,  and  a  harbour  and  pier, 
which  affords  fecure  ihelter  to  veffels  from  Ire- 
land, when  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  for 
them  to  run  into  the  mouth  of  the  Taw,  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  Barnftaple-bay, 
which  is  the-next  harbour.  This  advantage  has 
induced  the  merchants  of  Barnftaple,  to  tranfa^t 
a  great  deal  of  their  bufinefs  here,  where  the  trade, 
and  particularly  the  herring  fifhery,  is  very  con- 
flderable.  In  173 1  the  harbour  and  pier  being 
much  decayed,  by  length  of  time,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fea,  an  a6t  of  parliament  pafTed  for  re- 
pairing and  enlarging  them,  which  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution.  This  place  is  alfo  noted  for 
maintaining  conftant  lights,  to  dire6i:  fhips  at  fea. 
At  this  town  Johellus,  the  fon  of  Alured,  found- 
ed a  priory  of  five  or  fix  Cluniac  monks,  in  the 
reign  of  king  William  the  Conqueror,  or  king 
William  Rufus.  It  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  and  was  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Martin  de  Campis  at  Paris  j  but  was  afterwards 
made  Denifon,  and  continued  to  the  general  fup- 
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prtfllon,  when  it  was  valued  at  123  1.  6  s.   yd.  a 
year. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  Barnftaple,  whence  a 
road  extend  eight  miles  weftward  to  Biddeford, 
which  is  feventeen  miles  north  of  Ilfarcomb,  {even. 
north  of  Torrington,  and  197  from  London.  Its 
name,  which  fignifies  by  the  Ford^  arofe  from  its 
fituationon  the  river  Towridge,  which,  at  a  fmall 
didance  to  the  north,  joins  the  Taw,  juft  above 
Barnflaple-bay.  It  is  an  ancient  fea-port  town, 
commodioufly  fituated  for  the  reception  of  vefTels 
in  the  river  Towridge,  over  which  it  has  a  large 
ftone  bridge,  confiding  of  twenty-four  ftately 
Gothic  arches  built  in  the  fourteenth  century.  It 
is  677  feet  in  length  ;  the  height  of  the  walls  upon 
the  bridge,  from  the  pavement  to  the  copings,  is 
four  feet  five  inches.  In  the  center  of  this  bridge 
is  a  neat  crofs,  which  is  a  modern  ftrudlure,  on 
which  is  this  infcription,  gulielmus  et  maria 

DEI  GRATIA  MAG   BRIT  FR  ET   HIB  REX   ET  RFG, 

&c.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  crofs  is  the  arms  of 
England,  on  the  weft  that  of  the  town,  and  on 
the  eaft  that  of  the  bridge  ;  on  the  top  are  a  north, 
fouth,  eaft,  and  weft-dial,  over  which  is  a  fane. 
The  foundation  is  ftill  very  firm,  yet  it  is  faid  to 
fhake  at  the  flighteft  fteps  of  a  horfe  ;  but  this  is 
a  miftake,  the  arches  indeed,  not  being  covered 
with  a  fufficient  weight,  are  fo  elaftic,  as  to  yield 
and  fpring  up  at  the  rapid  motion  of  a  coach. 
The  building  this  bridge  they  pretend  is  miracu- 
lous; for  the  inhabitants  obferving  the  great  dan- 
ger of  paffing  the  ford  on  account  of  the  breadth 
and  roughnefs  of  the  water,  made  feveral  attempts 
at  different  times  and  places  to  build  a  bridge  ;  but 
could  find  no  firm  foundation.  At  length  one 
Richard  Gornard,  the  parifh  prieft,  was  admonifh- 
ed  in  a  dream,  to  Jay  the  foundation  of  the  bridge 
j^ear  a  rockj  which  he  fhould  find  xolling  from 

the 
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the  high  grounds  upon  the  flrand.  In  conrequencc 
of  his  dream  he  found  the^  rock,  upon  which  he 
informed  SirTheodore  Greenville  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  as  well  as  the  biiliop  of  the  diocefe,  wha, 
by  their  concurrent  endeavours,  at  length  finifhed 
it.  The  contributions  were  fo  large,  that 
there  is  a  fufficient  revenue  to  keep  it  in  repair  for 
ever. 

Biddeford  is  a  clean,  well  built,  and  populous 
town,  governed  by  a  mayor  and  aldermen,  a  re- 
corder, a  town  clerk,  with  ferjeants  and  other  offi- 
cers. It  has  a  particular  court,  in  which  civil 
a6lions  of  any  kind  are  brought  and  determined. 
There  is  here  a  (Ireet  three  quarters  of  a  mile  long, 
running  parallel  to  the  river,  with  a  noble  quay 
and  cuftom-houfe,  where  fhips  can  load  and  un- 
load in  the  very  heart  of  the  town.  It  has  alfo 
another  ftreet  of  confiderable  length,  as  broad  as 
the  high  ftreet  in  Exeter,  with  good  buildings, 
inhabited  by  wealthy  merchants.  It  has  a  lai'ge 
church,  great  part  of  which  has  been  lately  re- 
built, and  the  whole  repaired  and  beautified.  \t 
has  an  organ,  and  a  good  ring  of  fix  bells,  and 
the  tower  being  near  the  river,  the  tone  is  rende- 
red more  foft  and  mufical.  The  motto  on  the 
treble  is, 

Peace  and  good  neighbourhood  ; 
And  that  on  the  tenor, 

I  to  the  church  the  living  call. 

And  to  the  grave  I  fummon  all. 
The  church  has  feveral  remarkable  monument?, 
among  which  is  one  to  Mr.  John  Strange,  an 
eminent  merchant.  The  life  of  this  gentleman 
was  rendered  remarkable  by  many  incidents,  that 
feemed  as  if  he  was  brought  into  the  world,  and 
preferved  by  providence  for  a  particular  purpofe, 
which  he  lived  to  accomplifh,  notwithftanding 
fcyeral    accidents    which  would  otherwife    have 

been 
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been  fatal,  and  then  died,  when  it  might  rcafonably 
have  been  expected  that  he  would  have  had  a  lon- 
ger life.  When  he  was  young  he  fell  from  a 
very  high  clifF  without  receiving  any  hurt,  and  he 
was  afterwards  ftruck  on  the  forehead  hy  an  ar- 
row, which  juft  raifed  the  fkin  and  glanced  av/ay, 
without  doing  him  any  farther  injury.  The  plague 
breaking  out  in  Biddeford  in  1646,  the  mayor  de- 
ferted  his  truft,  and  fled  the  place  ;  this  was  the 
crifis  for  which  Mr.  Strange  feems  to  have  been 
born  ;  he  was  chofen  mayor  inftead  of  the  fugi- 
tive, and  during  the  whole  time  that  the  pefti- 
lence  raged,  he  went  into  the  infe6led  houfes,  to 
fee  that  the  Tick  were  properly  attended,  to  prevent 
the  houfes  of  the  dead  from  being  plundered,  and 
to  fee  that  the  bodies  were  properly  interred  ;  af- 
ter he  had  performed  this  good  work,  and  there 
were  none  fick  of  the  difeafe  in  the  place,  he  Tick- 
ened  of  it,  and  being  the  laft  that  it  deftroyed,  his 
death  crowned  his  labour,  and  conferred  his  re- 
ward. The  church  is  a  reciory  worth  200  1.  per 
anyium^  and  the  prefent  patron  is  the  lord  Gov/er. 
There  are  two  diflenting  meeting-houfes,  one  of 
which  is  pretty  large,  the  number  of  dilTenters  be- 
ing computed  to  be  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  inha- 
bitants. It  has  a  market  on  Tuefdays,  Thurf- 
days,  and  Saturdays  \  the  Tuefdays  and  Thurf- 
days  markets  are  moft  confiderable  ;  Tuefdavs 
being  well  ferved  with  corn,  and  the  other  with 
provifions  :  Thurfdays  is  called  the  little  market, 
and  is  held  in  a  different  part  of  the  town.  It 
has  three  fairs,  namely,  on  February  14,  July  18, 
and  November  13,  for  cattle.  The  merchants  of 
this  town,  not  only  trade  to  Ireland,  from 
whence  it  is  an  eftablifhed  port  for  wool,  as  wcJl 
as  Barnftaple,  but  they  annually  fend  fleets  to 
Virginia  and  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  forty  or  fifty 
fail  belonging  to  this  port  are  yearly  employed  in 
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bringing  cod  from  Newfoundland  j  and  other 
fleets  are  fent  to  Liv^erpool  and  Warrington  for 
rock-falt,  which  is  here  diflblved  by  fea-water  in- 
to brine,  and  then  boiled  into  a  new  fait,  called 
Salt  upon  fait,  which  is  ufed  in  curing  the  her- 
rings that  are  taken  here  in  great  quantities. 
Though  the  inhabitants  amount  to  about  2500, 
it  fends  no  members  to  parliament. 

The  foil  about  Biddeford  is  hilly  and  rocky, 
with  blackifh  mould,  yellowifh  clay,  fens,  marjfh, 
wood,  arable,  pafture,  and  heath.  The  chief 
produ6t  is  wheat,  barley,  peas,  and  beans.  There 
are  many  good  quarries  of  hard,  durable  ftone  for 
building  in  the  rocky  part,  and  in  the  clay  part 
very  good  earth  for  bricks.  There  is  alfo  a  culm- 
pit,  which  was  worked  for  fuel  a  few  years  ago, 
when  coal,  which  is  ufually  fold  for  one  fliilling 
per  bulhel,  double  Winchefter,  was  very  dear. 
The  principal  manure  is  lime,  afhes,  dung,  and 
fea-fand,  that  in  colour  refembles  unburnt  umber, 
but  is  lighter  and  more  yellow  ;  oar- weed,  is  alfo 
fometimes  ufed,  but  principally  for  gardens.  The 
afhes  are  made  by  fpading  the  turf  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground,  and  then  burning  it  in  heaps. 

In  the  bay  lies  the  ifland  oFLundy,  which  is 
five  miles  long  and  two  broad,  but  fo  encompaf- 
fed  with  rocks,  that  it  is  acceflable  only  in  one 
part,  and  the  avenue  there  is  fo  narrow,  that  a 
few  men  might  defend  the  pafs  againfb  a  multi- 
tude. If  to  this  natural  fortification  a  fmall  fort 
had  been  added,  the  petty  French  privateers 
who  lurked  there  in  queen  Ann's  war,  to 
our  great  lofs,  might  have  been  driven  away. 
They  took  fo  many  of  our  veflels,  for  v/hich  they 
lay  in  wait  in  this  place,  that  they  called  it  Gol- 
den-bay. The  ifland  is  four  leagues  diftant  from 
the  neareftland,  but  it  abounds  with  fine  fprings 
©f  freih  water.     The  foil  in  the  fouthern  part  is 
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good,  but  the  northern  partis  rocky.  There  is, 
among  others,  one  craggy,  pyramidical  rock,  fo 
remaricable  for  the  number  of  rats  burrowing 
about  it,  that  it  is  called  Rat-ifiand  The  whole 
ifland  abounds  with  rabbits  and  wild  fowl.  It  is 
faid,  that  no  venomous  creature  will  live  upon  it. 
It  was  a  few  years  ago  inhabited  by  only  one  fami- 
ly, who  fold  liquors  to  fuch  fifhermen  as  put  on 
Ihore  there.  It  is  faid  to  be  the  property  of  lord 
Govver. 

About  one  mile  north  of  Biddeford  is  Nor- 
THAM,  a  place  formerly  famous  for  breeding  of 
mariners.  The  church  has  been  twice  enlar2;ed 
by  the  inhabitants,  that  they  might  have  room  to 
afTemble  in  itj  and  the  fteeple  is  efteemed  a  fea 
mark  for  failors. 

AppledoR-E  is  the  next  village  to  the  north, 
and  was  called  by  the  Saxons,  Appietree.  It  is 
well  inhabited,  and  feated  at  the  mouth  of  two 
remarkable  rivers,  the  Towridge  and  the  Taw. 
At  this  place  Hubba  the  Dane,  after  having  ra- 
vaged South  Wales,  with  fire  and  fword,  landed 
in  the  reign  of  king  Alfred,  with  thirty-three  fail 
of  fhips,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  caflle  of  Kenwith, 
now  called  Pennaborough.  The  Devonihire  men 
oppofed  thefe  ravagers,  and  having  flain  Hubba, 
and  many  of  his  followers,  obliged  the  reft  to  fly 
to  their  fhips,  and  make  their  efcape. 

From  Biddeford  a  road  extends  weftvvard  fix- 
teen  miles  to  Hartland,  which  is  forty-four 
miles  weft-north-v*'eft  of  Exeter,  and  197  from 
London.  Jt  flands  upon  a  promontary,  called 
Hartland-point;  and  by  Ptolemy,  the  promonto- 
ry of  Hercules.  There  is  here  a  great  refort,  not 
only  of  people  from  Cornwall,  but  from  the  fifh- 
ing-boats  of  Barnfl:aple,  Biddeford,  and  other 
tov/ns  on  the  coaft ;  thefe  velFels  lie  under  the 
rocLs,    which  ihelter  them  from   the  fouth-weft 
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and  fouth-eaft  winds  ;  and  when  they  blow  tOd 
hard  for  the  Tailors  to  venture  to  Tea,  they  go  a- 
(liore  here  to  buy  provifions.  The  inhabitants 
carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  the  herring  fiflie- 
ry ;  and  the  cod  taken  here  is  efteemed  the 
beft  in  the  world,  though  it  is  far  from  being  fo 
plentiful  as  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  A 
pier  has  been  ere6led  to  prevent  the  breaking  in 
of  the  fea  with  violence.  Here  is  alfo  a  good 
quay.  The  church  was  famous  in  former  times 
for  its  reliques.  It  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Stoke  St.  Ledlan,  to  whofe  honour  Gitba,  the 
wife  of  earl  Godwin,  built  here  a  fmall  monaftery  ; 
from  her  believing,  that  by  means  of  this  faint, 
her  hufband  had  efcaped  fhipvvreck.  It  was  de- 
figned  for  canons  regular,  who  were  afterwards 
changed  for  canons  fecular,  by  the  bifhop  of  Exe- 
ter. Its  revenues  were  valued  at  the  diflblution  at 
306  1.  a  year.  The  town  has  a  market  on  Satur- 
days ;  and  two  fairs  for  cattle  ;  the  firft  on  Eafter 
Wednefday,  and  the  other  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  north-weft  extremity 
of  Devonfhire,  we  fhall  turn  fouth  to  Holds- 
worthy,  which  is  fixtecn  miles  fouth  of  Hart- 
land,  thirty-fix  weft  by  north  of  Exeter,  thirty-  . 
five  to  the  northward  of  Plymouth,  and  194  from 
London.  It  is  but  a  fmall  town,  feated  between 
two  brooks,  which  foon  after  fall  into  the  river 
Tamer.  It  has,  however,  a  market  on  Saturdays, 
and  three  tairs,  namely,  on  April  27,  July  10, 
and  O6lobcr  2,   for  cattle. 

"  About  fixteen  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Holdf- 
worthy  is  Hatharleigh,  a  fmall  town  near  the 
river  Towridge,  whofe  manor  anciently  belonged 
to  Taviftock  abbey.  It  contains  about  a  hun- 
dred houfes  ;  has  one  good  inn,  and  a  market  on 
Fridavsj  with  four  fairs,    namely,    on   May  21, 
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June   22,    September  4,    and   November  8,   for 
cattle. 

Thisplace  gaveb'irth  to  Jafper  Mayne,  an  emi- 
nent poet  and  divine  of  the  feventeenth- century, 
who  was  born  at  Hatherleigh,  in  1604,  was  bred 
at  Oxford,  and  entered  into  holy  orders.  He 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  ingenious  vein  in  po- 
etry, which  produced  two  excellent  plays,  The 
City  Alatch^  a  comedy,  and  The  Amcrous  War^ 
a  tragi-coraedy.  During  the  civil  wars  lie  adhered 
to  the  royal  party  ;  was  deprived  of  his  livings  by- 
Cromwell  J  but  reftored  to  them  by  king  Charles  JL 
who  beflowed  upon  him  fome  higher  preferments. 
He  died  in  1672,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir  of 
Chrift's-church  Oxford,  By  his  will  he  left  five 
hundred  pounds  towards  the  rebuilding  of  St. 
Paul's  cathedral,  and  among  feveral  other  lega- 
cies, the  following  ftrange  one.  He  had  a  fer- 
-vant,  who  had  been  long  v/ith  him,  to  whom  he 
i>equeathed  a  trunk,  and  in  it  fomething,  whicK 
would,  he  faid,  make  him  drink  after  his  death. 
The  debtor's  eyes  v/ere  no  fooner  clofed,  than  the 
fervant  paid  a  vifit  to  the  trunk,  where,  to  his 
great  furprife,  he  found  only  a  red  herring.  He 
-compofed  a  poem  upon  the  naval  victory  obtained 
by  the  duke  of  York  over  the  Dutch  ;  and  tranf- 
Oated  into  Englifti  part  of  Lucian's  dialogues,  and  . 
iDr.  Donne's  Latin  epigrams. 

From  Hatherleigh  a  road  extends  northward  to 
ToRRiNGTON,  alfo  called  Great  Torring- 
.TON,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  a  village  of  that 
-name.  This  town  is  thus  called  from  its  fitua- 
jtion  on  the  river  Tov^ridge,  it  being  originally 
called  Towridge-town.  Jt  is  feated  on  the  fide 
/of  a  hill,  about  nine  miles  to  the  north  of  Ha- 
;:herleigh.  It  is  an  ancient  borough,  but  has  not 
4ent  any  members  to  parliament  fince  the  reign  of 
fienry  I\^  it  is,  however,  a  large  town  eoverned 
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by  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen,  and  fixteen  burgef- 
fes.  The  petty  feffions  and  other  meetings  are 
alfo  generally  held  here  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county.  It  has  two  churches,  one  of  which  is  a 
handfome  ftru6lure,  and  has  a  library  belonging 
to  it.  This  town  has  a  flone  bridge  over  the 
Towridge,  an  alms-houfe,  with  the  right  of  com- 
monage for  the  poor,  and  a  charity-fchool  for 
thirty-two  boys.  It  is  a  rich  and  populous  place;, 
and  the  inhabitans  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to 
Ireland,  and  other  places  to  the  weft.  It  has  a 
a  market  on  Saturdays  ;  and  three  fairs,  held  on 
May  4,  July  5,  and  October  10,  for  cattle. 

Frithelstoke  ftands  overagainftTorrington, 
and  is  the  place  where  Robert  de  Bello  Campo, 
or  Beauchamp,  founded  a  priory  of  canons,  and 
dedicated  it  to  God,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  St. 
Gregory.  The  patrons  referved  to  themfelves  a 
power  to  guard  the  gate,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  priory,  during  the  abfence  of  a  prior,  and  no 
longer.  The  fcite  and  land  about  the  houfe  con- 
tained loco  acres,  all  which  v/ere  given  by  Henry 
VIII.  to  Arthur  Plantag.enet,  vifcount  Lifle.  It 
was  valued  at  the  diiTolution  at  127  1.  a  year. 
There  is  nothing  now  but  ruinous  walls  remain- 
ing, which  ftand  clofe  to  a  handfome  church. 

We  fliall  now  return  to  Hatherleigh,  and 
takina:  the  road  which  leads  from  thence  to 
Launcefton  in  Cornwall,  proceed  to  Lyd- 
STow,  Lydston,  or  Lifton,  which  is  fituated 
nine  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Hatherleigh, 
within  two  miles  of  the  river  Tamer,  which  di- 
vides this  county  from  Cornwall.  This  town 
had  a  market  in  Camden's  time,  and  feems  to 
.have  been  anciently  of  fome  account  ;  but  has 
nov/  nothing  worthy  of  notice  but  three  fairs, 
which  are  held  on  Holy  Thurfday,  Oi^lober  28, 
and  February  2,  for  cattle. 
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Eight  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  village, 
and  three  miles  out  of  the  road  to  Okehamptoii, 
is  LiDFORD,  which  was  formerly  a  famous  place, 
as  appears  from  the  furvey  book  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  It  had  then  140  burgefles,  and  the 
cuftody  of  the  caftle  there  was  always  committed  to 
men  of  the  greateft  quality;  which  is  a  plain 
proof,  that  it  was  a  place  of  great  importance. 
It  alfo  once  fent  members  to  parliament. 

Returning  back  to  the  road,  we  fliall  now  pro- 
ceed to  Okehampton,  or  Ockingtont,  which 
is  feated  eleven  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Lydftow. 
This  town  received  its  name  from  the  river  Oke, 
or  Ocke,  upon  which  it  ftands  in  a  bottom,  at 
almoft  a  mile's  diftance  from  the  parifh  church, 
which  is  on   a   hill.     This  is  an  antient  borough 
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and  barony  5  and  we  find  in  Dooms-day  book, 
that  there  were  then  four  burgefifes  and  a  market. 
It  is  a  corporation^  and  is  governed  by  eight  prin- 
cipal burgelTes,  out  of  whom  the  mayor  Is  annuallv 
chofen,  and  as  m^any  afliftants,  out  of  whom  the 
principal  burgeffes  are  ele61:ed.  This  town  was 
raifed  to  a  borough,  by  king  Jam^es  I.  and  in 
1648,  it  was  admitted  to  fend  members  to  parlia- 
ment, as  it  had  formerly  done  in  the  reigns  of  Ed- 
ward I.  and  II.  They  are  chofen  by  the  freemen 
and  freeholders,  who  are  faid  not  to  exceed  500. 
The  mayor  is  the  returning  officer,  and  has  great 
influence  at  elections.  They  have  alfo  a  recorder, 
"ajuftice,  and  a  town  clerk,  but  the  hall  is  mean, 
and  the  chapel  indifferent.  This  laft  was  an  old 
chantry,  repaired  by  one  of  the  Trelawneys,  who 
erected  a  fmall  neat  tower  about  the  time  of  James 
I.  to  give  it  the  form  of  a  church.  This  town 
has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  four  fairs,  viz.  on 
the  fecond  Tuefday  after  March  11,  May  14,  the 
firil  Wednesday  after  July  5,  and  on  Auguft  5, 
for  cattle, 
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Near  Okehampton  is  an  ancient  caftle  built  by 
Baldwin  de  Briony,  and  at  firft  called  Ocke- 
menlon  ;  it  defcended  to  Richard  de  Rivers,  or 
Ripariis,  and  from  him  to  his  fifter  Adeliza,  who 
marrying  one  of  the  Courtenays,  it  came  into  that 
noble  family,  and  fo  continued  till  king  Edward 
IV.  feized  it,  for  their  adherence  to  the  houfe  of 
Lancafter;  King  Henry  VII.  reftored  it  to  the 
Courtenays  ;  but  king  Henry  VIII.  again  aliena- 
ted it,  and  difmantled  the  caftle  and  park;  yet 
Edward  Courtenay,  in  queen  Mary's  reign,  ob- 
tained a  reftoration  ;  but  he  dying  without  ilTue 
male,  it  came  by  a  female  into  the  Mohun's,  ba- 
rons of  Mohun  and  Oakhampton  ;  and  by  the 
]ike  failure  of  the  male  it  came  by  marriage  to 
Chrlflopher  Harris,  of  Heynes,  Efq; 

It  is  now,  as  the  reader  will  fee  from  the  view 
we  have  here  given  of  it,  entirely  in  ruins,  only 
fome  parts  of  the  high  walls  ftand  fcattering  here 
aiid  there,  and  fhow  that  it  was  formerly  a  noble 
iirudiure.  On  the  top  of  a  round  mount,  there 
are  the  remains  of  a  building,  that  feems  to  be 
more  entire  than  the  other. parts,  and  was  probably 
defigned  for  a  watch  tower. 

About  four  miles  to  the  north  of  Okehampton 
{lands  Sampford  Courtney,  where  the  great 
infurrection  of  the  Devonfhire-men  began  in 
1549.  Tv/o  of  the  inhabitants  were  the  chief 
promoters  of  it  ;  one  of  whom  would  have  no 
gentlemen,  and  the  other  no  juftice  of  pe^cc,  be- 
caufe  they  intended  to  deflroy,  all  that  were  rich 
and  in  authority. 

Six  miles  farther  eaftward,  on  the  fame  road,  is 
Bovv^,  afmall  market  toy/n,  feated  near  the  fpring- 
hcad  of  a  river,  v/hich  falls  into  the  Taw;  how-^ 
ever,  it  is  a  pretty  place,  and  has  a  market  on 
I'hurfdays,  with  tvv'o  fairs  ;  on  Holy  Thurfday, 
aijd  November  22,  for  cattle. 

C&Er 


iw  /zi/'u  L-j; 


DEVONSHIRE.  173 

Crediton,  commonly  called  Kirton,  the 
next  town  upon  this  road,  is  eight  miles  north* 
weft  of  Exeter,  thirty  fouth  of  Barnftaple,  and 
183  from  London.  In  the  time  of  the  Saxons 
it  was  a  bifhop's  fee,  and  is  at  prefent  pretty  large. 
It  is  feated  between  two  hills,  and  divided  into 
two  towns,  the  eaft  and  the  weft.  It  is  adorned 
with  a  handfome  church,  built  in  the  form  of  a 
cathedral,  and  muft  have  been  a6lually  fo,  at  the 
time  of  its  being  a  bifhop's  fee.  There  is  a  free- 
fchool  belonging  to  it,  which  has  twelve  gover- 
nors, who  were  incorporated  by  a  patent  from 
queen  Elizabeth.  It  has  a  good  trade  in  ferges, 
and  is  well  inhabited  ;  at  leaft  till  the  fire  in  Au- 
guft  1743,  when  above  460  houfes  were  burnt 
down,  befides  the  market-houfe,  wool  chambers, 
and  other  public  buildings.  The  lofs  of  the 
Hock  in  trade  was  computed  at  about  3000  1.  and 
the  lofs  of  houfes  and  goods  uninfured,  at  near 
50,000  1.  Its  market,  which  is  on  Saturdays,  is 
accounted  as  good  as  any  in  the  county  ;  and 
there  are  three  fairs,  on  May  u,  Auguft  21,, and 
September  2f,  for  cattle. 

Plight  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Crediton,  is 
Chumleigh,  or  Chiivileigh,  a  fmall  town, 
twenty- one  miles  north-weft  of  Exeter,  twcnty- 
feven  fouth-eaft  of  Ilfarcomb,  and  184  from  Lon- 
don. It  is  feated  on  the  river  Taw,  which  en- 
compafles  three  parts  of  it.  It  is  famous  for  the 
{even  prebends,  faid  to  have  been  founded  here, 
by  the  lady  of  the  manor,  for  feven  children, 
which  ftie  had  taken  from  the  father,  who  was  car- 
rying them  in  a  bafket  to  drown  them,  becaufe 
he  had  too  many  ;  but  this  looks  extremely  like  a 
fable.  It  had  a  free-fchool  founded  by  the  earl 
of  Bedford,  which  has  been  long  fmce  demolifli- 
ed.  It  has  a  market  on  Wednefdays,  and  one 
fair,  on  Auguft  2,  for  cattle. 
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Now  returning  again  to  Exeter,  we  fhall  fetout 
on  the  other  v/eilern  road,  which  leads  from  that 
city  to  T aviftock  ;  the  firft  place  upon  which  is 
MoRETON  -  Hampstead,  which  is  15  miles 
ibuth-weft- of  Exeter,  19  north-eaftof  Taviftock, 
and  187  from  London.  It  is  feated  on  a  hill,  and 
is  a  pretty  large  town,  with  a  good  market  on  Sa- 
turdays, and  three  fairs,  namely,  on  the  firft  Sa- 
turday in  June,  July  18,  and  November  30,  for 
cattle. 

About  two  miles  farther  to  the  weft  is  Cheg- 
FORD,  which  had  formerly  a  market,  which  is 
now  difufed.  At  prefent  it  contains  about  eight 
houfes,  and  the  church  is  a  very  handfome  flruc- 
ture.  It  has  four  fairs,  on  March  25,  May  4, 
September  2g,  and  Odober  29. 

The  way  from  hence  extends  over  Dartmore  to 
TAViSTOCK,  which  is  feated  low,  on  a  fandy 
foil,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Taw,  thirty-. 
three  miles  weft  of  Exeter,  fourteen  north  of  Ply- 
mouth,   and  2o5  north-weft  of  London. 

This  town  was  the  feat  of  Ordigaria,  or  Orga-? 
rius,  duke  of  Devonfhire.  and  Cornwall,  whofe 
daui>htcr  married    kino;   Edo;ar.      His   fon  Ordulf 

o  too 

built  a  famous  abbey  here,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
and  St.  P.umon,  as  fome  authors  fay,  while  others 
afcribe  ir  to  the  father.  This  ftru^ure  was  burnt 
by  the  Danes,  and  foon  after  rebuilt.  At  length 
Edvvard  L  allowed  and  confirmed  its  privileges. 
It  had  the  dignity  of  a  mitred  abbot,  who  fat  as 
a  baron  in  parliament,  till  the  diilolution  of  re- 
ligious houfes  ;  Henry  VI! I.  then  gave  it  to  John 
lord  Ruflel,  in  whofe  family  it  ftill  continues. 
It  was  valued,  at  that  time,  at  ©02 1.  a  year. 
This  abbey  does  not  appear  in  ruins,  like  moft 
edifices  of  this  kind,  for  the  ftones  of  the  anci- 
ent walls  have  been  probably  made  ufe  of  to  keep 
up  the  other  parts.     There  are  two  ftrudures, 

which 
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which  appear  to  have  been  gate-houfes,  and  are  at 
a  coiifiderable  diftance  from  each  other  ;  clofe  to 
one  of  them  is  a  building,  that  feems  fome- 
what  like  the  body  of  a  country  church  j  and  the 
other  parts  are  in  good  repair,   and  inhabited. 

Tavii-lock  is  a  large  place,  and  has  feveral 
llreets  pretty  well  built  ;  the  parifh  church  is  a 
handfome  (Iructure,  covered  with  fiate,  with  a 
high  tower  at  the  weft  end,  and  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Euftachius,  whofe  feftival  or  wake  is  kept  on 
September  20.  Butthe  glory  of  the  town  was  foi  mer- 
]y  the  abbey  juft  mentioned.  Flere  was  alfoafchool 
erected,  for  teaching  the  old  Saxon  language; 
that  the  antiquities,  la.ws  and  hiftories,  written 
in  that  tongue  by  our  anceftors,  mJght  be  pre- 
ferved  from  oblivion.  Likevvife  a  printing-prefs 
was  fet  up  here  by  the  abbot,  foon  after  that  art 
was  found  out,  as  is  evident  from  feveral  books 
printed  in  this  abbey.  Taviftock  is  an  ancient  bo- 
rough by  prefcription  ;  and  is  governed  by  a  por- 
treeve, who  is  annually  chofen  by  twenty-four 
freeholders  at  the  court-leet,  which  is  on  Michael- 
mas day.  It  fends  two  members  to  parliament ;  the 
right  of  election  being  in  the  freeholders,  who  are 
about  I  10  in  number,  and  the  members  are  re- 
turned by  the  portreeve.  It  has  two  alms-houfes, 
and  is  fupplied  by  the  Taw  with  plenty  of  fifh. 
The  market  is  on  Fridays,  and  there  are  five 
fairs,  which  are  held  on  the  17th  of  January, 
the  t th  of  May,  the  9th  of  September,  the  icth 
of  October,  and  the  i  ith  of  December,  for  cattle. 
From  this  town  the  noble  family  of  the  Ruilels 
enjoy  the  title  of  marquis,  (o  that  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Bedford  has  always  the  title  of  mar- 
quis of  Taviftock. 

In  the  foreft  of  Dartmore,  between  Chegford 

and   Taviftock,  is  a  high  hill,  called  Crocken- 

ToRR,  where  the  Devonfliire  tinners  are  obliged, 

H  4  by 
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by  their  charter,  to  aflemble  their  parliament:,  or 
the  jurats,  who  are  commonly  gentlemen  within 
the  jurirdidlion,  chofen  from  the  four  ftannary- 
courts  of  coinage  in  this  county,  of  which  the 
lord  Warden  is  judge.  The  jurats  being  met  in 
this  defolate  place,  fomctimes  to  the  number  of 
2  or  3CO5  are  quite  expofed  to  the  weather,  and 
have  no  other  feat  but  a  ftone  bench,  nor  any  re- 
ireftiment,  but  what  they  bring  with  them  ;  the 
fleward  therefore  immediately  adjourns  the  court, 
either  to  Taviftock,  or  fome  other  ftannary- 
town. 

Sir  Francis  Drake,  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
naval  officers  that  ever  appeared  in  England,  was 
born  of  mean,  but  honeft  parents,  at  this  town, 
in  the  year  1545.  He  ferved  at  nrft  under  his 
kinfman.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  an  expeditiori 
to  the  W  eft  Indies  ;  and,  having  been  robbed  by 
the  Spaniards  on  that  occafion,  he  afterwards  in- 
demnified himfelf  by  plundering  the  town  of 
Nombre  de  Dios,  and  feveral  other  places.  In  1577 
he  fet  out  on  his  famous  voyage  round  the  world, 
which  he  completed  in  the  fpace  of  three  years, 
returning  to  England  in  the  month  of  November 
1580.  He  was  the  firft  Englifhman  that  fur- 
rounded  the  globe,  and  the  firft  commander  in 
chief  of  any  nation  ;  for  Magellan,  whofe  fliip 
performed  the  fame  voyage,  died  in  his  paflage. 
For  this  noble  atchievement  queen  Elizabeth  re- 
warded him  with  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
gave  orders  for  preferving  his  fhip,  as  a  monu- 
ment of  his  ov/n  and  his  country's  glory.  It  was 
accordingly  kept  for  a  long  time  at  Deptford  ; 
and  when  it  was  at  laft  broken  up,  a  chair,  made 
of  its  planks,  was  prefented  to  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  where  it  is  ftill  to  be  feen.  In  J 587  he 
deftroyed  above  10,000  ton  of  {hipping,  in  the 
tay  of  Cadiz  ,  and  thus  retardedj  at  leaft  for  feve- 
ral 
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ral  months,  the  Tailing  of  the  Spanifh  Armada  ; 
and  at  the  defeat  of  that  mighty  ornament,  in  the 
fucceeding  year,  he  ferved  as  vice-admiral,  under 
the  lord  Howard  of  EiEngham,  when  one  of  the 
largell  galleons,  commanded  by  Don-  Pedro  de 
Vaidez,  furrendered  rather  to  the  terror  of  his 
name,  than  the  force  of  his  arms.  In  I594'>  he 
undertook,  in  conjunulion  with  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins, a  frefh  expedition  againft  the  Spanifli  W^eft- 
Indies  ;  but  this  attempt  having  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,  he  was  feized  with  fuch  a  dejection  of  fpirits, 
as  threw  him  into  a  fever,  which,  together  with 
a  flux,  which  attacked  him  at  the  fame  time, 
brought  him  to  his  grave,  on  the  28th  of  January, 

Three  miles  to  the  north  of  Taviflock  i=? 
Brent-Tor,  an  eminence,  on  the  top  of  which 
theparifhchurch  is  feated,which,tho' twenty  miles 
diftant  from  the  fea,  is  made  ufe  of  as  a  fea-mark 
by  failors,  that  are  coming  into  the  harbour  of 
Plymouth.  There's  fo  little  foil  in  the  church- 
yard, that  it  is  hardly  fufficient  to  cover  the 
dead.  The  little  river  Tavc  has  its  fource  about 
three  miles  eaft  of  this  village,  and  is  encreafed 
by  feveral  brooks,  which  unite  their  ftreams  near 
Tavidock. 

In  the  church  of  Lameerton,  or  Lamer- 
ton,  a  village  two  miles  north-weft  of  Tavif- 
tock,  are  the  effigies  of  Nicholas  and  Andrew 
Tremaine,  twins  of  this  parifh,  who  in  features, 
Itature,  voice,  and  every  other  particular,  fo  ex- 
actly refembled  each  other,  that  thofe  who  knew 
them  beft  could  not  always  diftinguilh  them.  This 
fmiilitude  of  perfon,  was  however  lefs  wonderful 
than  the  extraordinary  fympathy  than  fiibfiiled 
between  them  ;  for,  even  at  a  diftance  from  each 
other,  they  performed  the  fame  functions,  had 
the  fame  appetites  and  defires,  and  fuffcred  the 
H  5  iTLT^e 
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fame  pains  and  anxieties,  at  the  fame  time.  No- 
thing farther  is  related  of  thefe  remarkable  per- 
fons,  but' that  in  the  year  1663,  they  were  killed 
together  at  New  Haven  in  France  ;  but  in  what 
manner,  or  upon  what  occafion,  is  unknown. 

Eight  miles  fouth  of  Taviftock,  and  feven  north 
of  Plymouth,  is  the  borough  of  Pearalston, 
Bearalston,  or  Boaralston,  which  is  fitu- 
ated  at  the  junclive  of  the  Tave  and  the  Tamer. 
Though  it  is  an  ancient  borough  by  prefcription, 
it  is  nothing  more  than  a  hamlet,  in  the  parifn  of 
Bcreferrers,  from  which  church  it  is  near  two 
miles  diftant  in  the  middle  of  the  parifh,  and  con- 
tains only  about  eighty  poor  houfes,  very  indif- 
ferently built.  The  parifh  church  belonging  to 
this  borough  is  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  and  is 
erecSted  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  having  a  body 
with  two  ifies,  and  a  good  chancel ;  but  the  tower 
is  low  and  ordinary.  There  was  formerly  a  cha- 
pel belonging  to  ti^e  borough  dedicated  to  the  ho- 
ly trinity,  which  flood  near  a  well,  called  to  this 
day  Trinity  Well  ;  but  at  prefent  there  are  no 
remains  of  it.  This  borough  is  no  corporation, 
but  is  governed  by  a  portreeve,  chofen  annually  at 
the  lord's  court,  and  he  returns  the  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament.  The  right  of  eleiling  is  in 
all  thofe  v/ho  have  land  in  the  borough,  and  pay 
three  pence  acknowledgment  to  the  lord,  who  are 
ibmetimes  near  100  in  number.  It  has  neither 
market  nor  fair. 

Plymouth  is  fcated  about  four  miles  to  the 
fouth  of  the  1  aft- mentioned  tov/n,  forty- three 
miles  fouth-weft  of  Exeter,  feventy-five  eaft  by 
north  of  Penzance,  and  216  to  the  weftward  of 
lyondon.  It  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  a  fmall 
river  called  the  Plym,  which,  at  a  little  diftance, 
f.dlsinto  a  bay  of  the  Englifh  channel,  called  Ply- 
n;^iith-Sound5  on  one  fide  of  the  town,  as  the  river 
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Tamar  does  on  the  other.  It  is  a  large  and  po- 
pulous place,  containing  near  as  many  inhabitants 
as  Exeter.  The  ftreets  are  very  compact,  and 
well  fupplied  with  v/ater,  though  it  is  brought 
from  a  fpring  feven  miles  diftant,  which  was  done 
at  the  expence  of  that  great  navigator  Sir  Francis 
Drake.  Not  many  ages  ago,  it  was  a  fmall  filh- 
ing-town  ;  but  it  has  received  its  increafe  from 
the  conveniency  of  the  harbours,  which  are  fit  to 
receive  vefTels  of  any  burden.  It  was,  however, 
a  well  frequented  town,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Third  ;  but  it  was  laid  in  afhes,  in  the  time 
of  Henry  the  Fourth,  when  the  French  invaded 
thefe  parts,  and  burnt  300  of  the  houfes.  It  is 
now  well  knov^n  to  be  a  flourifhing  place,  and  to 
be  one  of  the  chief  magazines  for  fea-ftores  in  the 
kingdom.  The  moft  remarkable  things  in  it,  are 
its  port,  caftle  and  forts,  the  dock  and  the 
churches. 

Its  port,  confifting  of  two  harbours,  capable  of 
containing  1000  fail,  has  rendered  it  one  of  the 
chief  magazines  in +»is  majefty's  dominions. 

The  caftle  is  fuppofed  to  be  built  by  the  Val- 
torts,  who  were  lords  of  this  part  of  the  town  ;  or, 
as  fome  fay,  by  Edmund  Stafford,  bifhop  of  Exe- 
ter, and  chancellor  of  England.  King  Charles  II. 
modernized  it,  and  turned  it  into  a  ftrong  citadel, 
in  which  there  is  generally  a  garrifon,  conlifting 
of  two  companies  of  foldiers,  under  the  command 
of  a  governor  and  lieutenant.  Its  v/alls  include 
at  lealt  two  acres  of  ground.  It  has  five  regular 
baftions,  mounted  with  165  guns,  and  contains  a 
large  magazine  of  (lores.  But  the  greatcft  fecu- 
rity  ot  the  town,  are  the  forts  about  the  entrance 
of  the  harbours,  wherein  are  about  100  guns,  ex- 
cluhveof  thofe  juft  mentioned.  The  inlet  of  the 
f^a,  which  runs  fome  miles  up  the  country,  at 

'   the 
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the  mouth  of  the  Tamar,  is  called  the  Hamou^e  % 
and  that  which  receives  the  Plym,  is  called  Cat- 
water.     About  two  miles  up  the  Hamouze,  are 
two  docks,  one   dry  and   the  other  wet,  with  a 
bafon  200   feet  fquare  :  they  are  hewn  out   of  a 
mine  of  flate,  and  lined  with  Portland  flone.  The 
dry  dock  is  formed  after  the  model  of  a  flrft  rate 
man  of  war,  and   the  wet  dock   will  contain  five 
£rft  rates.  The  docks  and  bafon  were  chiefly  con- 
fl:ru6ted   in  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Thirdy 
and  finifhed  in  that  of  queen  Anne.     They  have 
pleafant  walks  about  them,  faid  to  be  equal  to  any 
in  England.     There  are  here  conveniences  of  all 
kinds  for   building  and  repairing  fhips  ;  and  the 
whole  forms  as  complete  an  arfenal  as  any  in  the 
kingdom.    There  are  only  two  churches,  of  which 
St.  Andrew's  is  a  very  fpacious  building,  and  has- 
a   very  high,  handfome  tower,  at  the  weft  end, 
adorned  with  pinnacles,  and  containing  fix  large 
bells.-     The  body  of  the  church  is  equally  large 
and  beautiful,  as  are  alfo  the  fide  ifies  of  the  chan- 
cel.     Charles's  Church,  fo   called  from  its  being 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Charles   the  Firft,  is 
a  good  building,  with  a  handfome   fpire,  cover- 
ed with  lead.      Thouj2:h  there  are  feveral  meeting;-* 
houfes,  each  of  thefe  churches  has  fo  large  a  cure 
of  fouls,  that   the  parifh  clerks,  till   very   lately, 
took  deacon's   orders,  to  enable  them  to  perform 
the  facerdotal  functions  ^  the  profits  of  the  pew& 
go  to  the  poor. 

This  corporation  confifts  of  a  mayor,  twelve 
aldermen,  and'  twenty-four  common-councilmenj- 
a  recorder,  and  a  town-clerk,  whofe  place  is  very 
profitable.  When  the  mayor  is  to  be  chofen,  the 
mayor  in  office,  and  the  alderm.en,  choofe  two 
perfons  ;  and  the  common-council  make  choice  of 
two  others ;  thefe  four  perfons,  to  whom  they 
give  the  name  of  Aifurers,  appoint  ajury  of  thirtv- 
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fix  perfons,  who  eledl  the  new  mayor :  the  offici- 
ating mayor,  his  predecelTor,  and  the  two  fenior 
aldermen,  are  juftices  of  the  peace.  The  town 
has  a  cuftom-houfe,  intruded  to  proper  officers, 
namely,  a  collector,  cuftomer,  comptroller, 
fearchers,  land-waiters,  and  the  like.  Belonging 
to  the  dock  is  a  ftore-keeper,  mafter  fhipwright, 
a  mafter  attendant,  and  clerk  of  the  furvey,  all 
under  the  direction  of  a  commiffioner  for  fea  af- 
fairs. There  is  a  good  pilchard  fifhery  on  the 
coaft,  and  a  confiderable  trade  to  the  Streights 
and  the  Weft-Indies.  Here  is  a  charity-fchool, 
four  hofpitals,  and  a  work-houfe,  in  all  which,  a- 
bove  ICO  poor  children  are  cloathed,  fed  and 
taught.  Colonel  Jory  gave  a  charity  to  one  of 
the  hofpitals  for  twelve  poor  widows  ;  he  alfo  gave 
fix  good  bells  to  Charles's  church,  valued  at  500  1, 
and  a  mace  to  be  carried  before  the  mayor,  worth 
120  1.  It  has  a  market  on  Mondays  and  Thurf- 
days,  and  two  fairs;  one  on  the  25th  of  January^ 
and  the  other  on  the  twenty-firft  of  September^ 
for  horned  cattle  and  woollen  cloth. 

At  the  entrance  of  Plymouth  Sound,  is  Edy  • 
ftone  rock,  which  is  covered  at  high  water,  upon 
which  a  lighthoufe  was  built  by  one  Winftanly, 
in  1696,  but  it  was  blov/n  down  by  a  ftorm  in 
November  1703,  when  the  ingenious  architect, 
with  feveral  other  perfons  that  were  in  it,  perifh- 
ed  in  its  ruins.  Another  lighthoufe  was,  however, 
erected  by  act  of  parliament,  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne;  but  that  too  v/as  deftroyed,  and 
another  lighthoufe  is  juft  finifhcd.  Between  Ply- 
jnouth  and  the  fea,  is  a  hill  called  the  Haw,  up- 
on the  top  of  which  is  a  delightful  plain,  from 
which  there  is  a  plcafant  profpect  all  round  ;  and 
.  on  which  is  a  curious  compafs  for  the  ufe  of  ma- 
imers. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Hawkins,  a  celebrated  fea-commander, 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  born  at 
Plymouth  about  the  year  1520.  After  learning 
the  mathematics  at  fchool,  and  the  practice  of 
navigation  from  his  father,  who  was  himfelf  a 
good  fea-officer,  he  began,  when  very  young,  to 
undertake  thofe  expeditions,  which  have  rendered 
his  name  fo  famous.  He  was  one  of  the  firft 
Englifhmen  who  attempted  the  flave-trade  to  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  to  which,  between  the  years 
1562  and  1568,  he  made  three  feveral  voyages. 
In  the  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  Armada  in  1588,  this 
gentleman,  who  adted  as  rear-admiral,  had  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  fhare,  that  the  queen  rewarded  him 
with  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the  place  of 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  About  the  year  1594,  he 
fet  fail  with  Sir  Francis  Drake,  on  an  expedition 
againft  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies ;  but  being  thwart- 
ed in  his  meafures  by  his  collegue,  he  was  feized 
with  fuch  a  fit  of  melancholy,  attended  with  a  fe- 
ver, as  put  a  period  to  his  life.  He  died  on  the 
2ift  of  November,  1595,  in  fight  of  the  ifland  of 
Porto  Rico. 

Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  fon  of  the  above-men- 
tioned gentleman,  and  himfelf  a  very  gallant  fea- 
ofiicer,  was  born  at  Plymouth,  but  in  what  year 
is  uncertain.  He  entered  early  into  the  fea-fer- 
vice,  aded  as  a  captain  at  the  defeat  of  the  Spa- 
nifh Armada,  and  in  1593,  undertook  an  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Spaniards  in  the  South-fea  j  but 
his  fhip  being  taken  after  an  obftinate  refiftance^ 
he  was  detained  a  prifoner  two  years  in  Peru,  af- 
ter which  he  returned  to  England.  He  was  feiz- 
ed with  an  apoplectic  fit,  while  attending  the 
privy-council,  and  expired  fuddenly  in  1622. 

Sir  T'homas  Edmonds,  youngeft  fon  of  Thomas 
Edmonds,  head-cuftomer  of  the  port  of  Ply- 
mouth, was   born  in  that  town  about  the  year 
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tS^2*  "^here  he  got  his  education  is  uncertain. 
He  was  introduced  to  court  by  his  name-fake. 
Sir  Thomas  Edmonds,  comptroller  of  the  houf- 
hold  to  her  majefty  queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  being 
initiated  into  public  bufmefs,  under  that  moft  ac- 
complifhed  ftatefman,  Sir  Francis  Walfmgham., 
v/as  employed  during  that  and  the  two  fuc- 
ceeding  reigns,  in  feveral  important  embaffies, 
particularly  in  the  courts  of  France  and  Brufiels  ; 
all  which  he  difcharged  with  equal  ability  and 
fuccefs.  James  the  Firft,  fenfible  of  his  great 
merit,  beftowed  upon  him  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood, and  the  place  of  treafurer  of  the  houfhold, 
which  he  enjoyed  till  his  death.  This  happened 
on  the  20th  of  September,   1639. 

Jofeph  Glanvill,  an  eminent  divine,  and  in- 
genious writer  of  the  feventeenth  century,  was 
born  at  Plymouth  in  1636,  and  educated  at  Ox- 
'ford.  Entering  into  orders  about  the  time  of  the 
reftoration,  he  became  re6lor  of  Wimbifh  in  Ef- 
fex,  vicar  of  Fome-Selwood  in  Somerfetfhire, 
recSlor  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  at  Bath,  preben- 
dary of  V/orcefter,  and  chaplain  to  king  Charles 
the  Second.  His  works  are  numerous.  The 
principal  are  his  Lux  Orientalis ;  his  Scepf.s  Scie?i~ 
tifica ;  philoPphical  confiderations  concerning 
the  being  of  Witches  and  Witchcraft  ;  Plus  Ul- 
tra,  or  the  progrefs  and  advancement  of  know- 
ledge fmce  the  days  of  Ariftotle  j  and  Philofophia 
Pia,  or  a  difcourfe  of  the  religious  temper  and 
tendencies  of  experimental  philofophy.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  royal  fociety.     He  died  in  1680. 

Five  miles  north  eail  of  Plymouth,  is  Plymp- 
TON,  a  populous  town,  that  received  its  name 
from  its  being  feated  on  a  fmall  ftream  that  runs 
into  the  river  Plym,  and  is  called  Plympton- 
Maurice,  or  Earls  Plympton,  to  diftinguifh  it 
from  Plympton  St.  Mary,  a  little  town  half  a 
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mile  diftant,  whither  the  inhabitants  ufed  to  re* 
pair  to  hear  divine  fervice,  before  they  had  a 
church  of  their  own.  It  is  fcated  in  a  valley, 
and  was  incorporated  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, under  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  eight  alder- 
men or  principal  burgefles,  who  are  called  com- 
mon-councilmen,  a  bailiff,  and  a  town  clerk. 
The  right  of  ele6^ing  members  of  parliament  is 
in  the  free  burgefles,  who  are  computed  at  about 
104.  This  is  a  ftannary-town,  and  though  po- 
pulous, confifts  chiefly  of  two  fl:reets  of  ordinary 
buildings.  Near  the  wefl:ern  end  of  the  town  is 
the  Guildhall,  flanding  on  ftone  pillars,  where 
the  corn  market  is  kept.  On  the  north  fide  of 
the  town  fl:ood  the  caftle,  the  fcite  of  which  con- 
tains about  two  acres,  but  the  walls  are  now  al- 
moft  entirely  demolifhed.  It  is  encompafied  with 
a  ditch,  for  the  moft  part  full  of  water;  and  a 
little  way  from  thence  is  a  mount  of  earth,  about 
200  feet  in  circumference,  and  feventy  high,  with 
a  circular  wall  on  the  top.  In  this  town  is  a  free 
chapel  or  college,  founded  by  one  of  the  Saxon 
kings,  in  which  was  a  dean  or  provofl:,  four  pre- 
bendaries, and  other  miniflers.  It  was  diflx)l- 
ved  by  William  Warlewafl:,  bifliop  of  Exeter  ;, 
who  in  the  year  1121  fettled  here  a  priory  of  ca- 
nons regular  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  apofl:ies  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
Its  yearly  revenues,  by  the  benefa£i:ions  of  earl 
Baldwin  and  others,  exceeded  thofe  of  any  other 
monafl:ery  in  the  diocefc  of  Exeter,  they  being  va- 
lued at  the  diffolution  at  912I.  12s.  8d.  a  year. 
There  is  here  the  befl:  frec-fchool  in  the  county^  j| 
it  being  endowed  with  lands  of  lool.  a  year  value,  ^ 
with  a  good  houfe  and  gardens  for  the  mailer,  and 
a  handfome  fchool-room  fixty  feet  long  and  twen- 
ty broad,  erecled  on  fl-one  pillars.  I  his  town 
has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  fcur  f;iirs  j  name- 


DEVONSHIRE. 185 

ly,  on  the  25th  of  February,  the  5th  of  April, 
the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  and  the  28th  of  06tober, 
for  horned  cattle  and  v^ooWen  cloth. 

Six  miles  to  the  call:  of  Plympton  is  ModbuRY, 
which  is  feated  on  the  road  in  a  bottom  between 
two  hills,  and  not  many  years  ago,  was  remarkable 
for  its  great  number  of  houfes,  built  after  the  an- 
cient manner,  as  well  as  for  its  fine  ale.  The 
country  about  it  is  extremely  fruitful,  for  which 
reafon,  the  market  on  Thurfdays  is  as  well  fup- 
plied  with  neceflaries,  as  that  of  any  town  in  the 
county  of  the  fame  bignefs.  It  has  only  one  fair, 
on  April  23,  for  horned  cattle,  cloth  and  (hoes. 
This  little  town  is  much  famed  for  ferge  making, 
a  confiderable  manufadory  being  carried  on  here. 
A  great  quantity  of  yarn  is  every  week  brought 
to  market  out  of  Cornwall  by  jobbers,  who  are 
men  of  property.  The  woollen  branch  of  trade 
would  flouriili  greatly  in  thefe  weftern  parts,  did 
not  the  Cornifn  men  fmuggle  fo  much  wool  into 
France. 

At  no  great  diflance  from  Modbury  is  MoRE- 
LY,  or  MoRLEiGH,  a  place  where  there  was  for- 
merly a  fort,  which  is  now  nothing  but  a  heap  of 
flones,  and  it  is  now  called  Stanborough.  It  was 
formerly  of  fuch  note,  as  to  beftow  its  name  on 
the  hundred,  in  which  itftood.  The  church  was 
built  by  Sir  Peter  Fifhacre ;  this  was  enjoined 
him  by  way  of  pennance,  for  having  killed  the 
parfon,  in  a  difpute  about  tithes. 

About  thirteen  miles  eaft  by  fouth  of  Plympton 
is  KiNGSERiDGE,  a  town  feated  at  the  fpring 
head  of  a  fmall  river,  which  foon  after  falls  into 
the  fea.  There  is  here  a  free-fchool  founded  and 
endowed  by  Mr.  Crifpin,  a  citizen  of  Exeter.  It 
has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  one  fair,  on  July 
20,  for  horned  cattle,  cloth  and  fhoes.  DoD- 
.^ROOK  joins  to  it,    it  being  only  parted   by  the 
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rivulet.  It  is  but  a  fmall  place,  but  is  faid  tor 
have  a  confiderable  market  for  fat  and  lean  cattle 
on  Wednefdays,  but  no  fair. 

Dartmouth,  which  received  its  name  from 
its  fituation  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Dart,  is 
feated  on  the  fide  of  a  craggy  hill,  thirty-one 
miles  fouth  of  Exeter,  thirty  eaft  of  Plymouth, 
in  the  road  from  thence  to  Exeter,  and  198  from 
London.  It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length 
from  north  to  fouth  ;  but  the  ftreets  are  very  ir- 
regular, and  in  fom.e  parts  there  are  two  or  three 
one  above  another,  fo  that  you  muit  afcend  or  def- 
cend  many  fteps  in  paiTmg  through  them  ;  yet  the 
quay  is  large,  and  the  ftreet  before  it  fpacious, 
Dartmouth  is  at  prefent  a  fea-port  and  a  borough, 
a  corporation  and  a  market-town.  The  harbour 
is  fafe  and  capacious,  and  lies  very  convenient  for 
the  ufe  of  merchants,  the  entrance  being  well 
guarded.  Five  hundred  fail  of  fhips  may  ride  fafe 
in  the  bafon  of  the  harbour,  w^hich  is  defended  by 
three  caftles,  befides  forts  and  block-houfes,  and 
its  entrance  may,  upon  occafion,  be  fhut  up  with 
a  chain.  Here  is  a  large  quay,  and  a  fpacious 
flreet  before  it,  chiefly  inhabited  by  merchants, 
who  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Portugal,  and 
the  Plantations,  but  efpecially  to  Newfoundland, 
and  from  thence  to  Italy  with  fifh.  Here  is  alfo 
the  greateft  pilchard  fifliery  of  any  place  in  the 
weft,  except  Falmouth  in  Cornwal ;  and  the  (hip- 
ping and  trade  of  this  town  in  general,  were  the 
moft  confiderable  of  any  in  the  county,  except 
Exeter,  till  Plymouth  began  to  exceed  it.  The 
town  is  ferved  with  conduit-water,  and  has  three 
churches,  befides  a  large  diflenting  meeting- houfe; 
but  the  mother  church  is  at  the  village  of  Town- 
ftall,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  diftant.  This 
church  ftands  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and  has  a  tower 
fixty-nine  feet  high,  which  ferves  as  a  fea-mark. 
^  0ns 
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One  of  the  churches  or  the  town  is  a  ftately 
building,  adorned  with  a  Hone  tower  eighty-three 
feet  high.  Dartmouth  formerly  confifted  of  three 
parts  or  divifions,  which  are  now  all-united,  and 
make  but  one  corporation,  under  the  name  of 
Dartmouth.  Thele  were  Clifton,  Hardnefs,  and 
Dartmouth.  Clifton,  the  moft  ancient  of  thefe 
divifions,  derived  its  name  from  the  cliiFs,  on 
which  mofl  of  the  houfcs  were  built,  and  out  of 
which  many  of  them  were  dug.  The  caftle  was 
ancientlv  fmall,  but  has  of  late  been  enlarged  by 
the  inhabitants  with  two  roofs,  a  flone  tower  of 
fixty  feet  high,  and  a  wooden  fpire  of  twenty. 
The  corporation  at  prefent  confifts  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  and  twelve  mafters  or  magiftrates ; 
which  mayor,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  mafters,  has  a  power  to  elect  officers, 
namely,  two  bailiffs,  a  town-clerk,  and  a  high 
fleward.  They  keep  a  court  of  feflions,  and  a  wa- 
ter bailiwick  court.  The  choice  of  members  of 
parliament  is  in  the  freemen,  created  by  the  mayor 
and  magiftrates,  who  are  about  eighty  in  number, 
and  the  return  is  made  by  the  mayor.  The  m,ar- 
ket  is  on  Fridays,  but  there  are  no  fairs. 

Dartmouth  was  burnt  by  the  French  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Firft,  but  they  attempting  it 
again,  after  its  being  rebuilt,  were  bravely  repul- 
fed  chiefly  by  the  women,  who  fighting  defpe- 
ratelv,  made  a  great  flaughter,  and  took  Monf. 
Gaftel  their  general,  three  lords,  and  twenty- 
three  knights  prifoners ;  but  by  v/hat  means  this 
brave  exploit  fell  to  the  fhare  of  thefe  heroines, 
and  whether  the  men  were  abfent,  or  inadtive,  is 
not  mentioned. 

At  Brixham,  a  village  about  three  miles  well: 
of  Dartmouth,  is  a  fpring  called  Lay-well,  which 
ebbs  and  flows  from  one  to  eleven  times  in  an 
hour.     Its  rife  and  fall  is  at  a  medium,  about  an 

inch 
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inch  and  a  quarter  ;  and  the  area  of  the  bafon,  in-' 
to  which  it  is  received,  is  about  twenty  feet.  It 
fometimes  bubbles  up  like  a  boiling  pot ;  yet  the 
water,  which  is  as  clear  as  cryftal,  is  very  cold 
in  the  fummer,  and  never  freezes  in  winter.  The 
neighbouring  inhabitants  have  an  opinion,  that 
it  has  great  medicinal  virtues  in  the  cure  of  fome 
fevers. 

From  Dartmouth  the  fhore  runs  north-north- 
eaft  to  Perry  Point,  from  whence  there  begins  a 
bay  twelve  miles  in  compafs,  called  Torbay, 
from  a  village  adjoining,  William,  lord  Brafer, 
built  an  abbey  here  for  monks  of  the  Premon- 
ftratenfian  order,  and  endowed  it  with  lands  and 
the  church  of  Torr.  King  John  confirmed  thefe 
monks  in  all  their  polTellions,  and  granted  them 
feveral  privileges.  It  was  valued  at  the  time 
of  the  dilTolution  of  the  monafteries,  at  369  1.  a 
year. 

ToTNEss  is  a  town  of  great  antiquity,  feated 
fix  miles  up  the  river  from  Dartmouth,  twenty- 
tv/o  miles  eaft  of  Plymouth,  twenty-five  weft  by 
fouth  of  Exeter,  and  196.  from  London.  It  ftands 
on  the  fide  of  a  high  rocky  hill,  declining  to  the 
river,  and  confifts  chiefly  of  one  broad  ftrect, 
three  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length.  It  had  former- 
ly four  gates,  but  both  thofe  and  the  walls  are 
now  demolifhed,  except  the  fouth  gate,  and  fome 
fmall  parts,  which  are  ftill  remaining,  though  the 
outward  walls  of  the  caftle  are  ftill  entire,  except 
the  battlements.  This  fortrefs  ftands  on  a  high 
hill  north-weft  of  the  town  ;  but  the  lodgings 
within  the  caftle  are  entirely  ruined.  There  is  but 
one  church',  which  is  a  fpacious  building  in  the 
middle  of  the  town,  with  three  great  ifles,  and  a 
large  chancel.  The  tower  is  at  the  weft  end,  and 
is  above  ninety  feet  high,  adorned  with  four  beau- 
tiful pinnacles.     On  the  north  fide  of  the  church 

ftands,. 


DEVONSHIRE.  189 

ftands  the  town-hall,  and  a  fchool-houfe.  Over 
the  river  Dart  is  a  fine  ftone  bridge  of  feven  arch- 
es at  which  the  tide  flows  ten  or  twelve  feet ;  and 
-that  river  fupplies  the  inhabitants  with  trout  and 
other  fifti  in  great  plenty.  This  town  is  a  borough 
by  prefcription,  and  the  moft  ancient  in  the 
county.  King  John  made  it  a  corporation,  con- 
fiding of  a  mayor,  thirteen  burgher-mafters,  and 
twenty  common-councilmen,  a  recorder,  and  a- 
bout  eighty  freemen,  who  elecSt  two  members  to 
ferve  in  parliament.  Its  market  is  on  Saturdays, 
and  there  are  four  fairs,  on  Eafter  Tuefday, 
May  I,  July  25,  and  OxStober  28,  for  horfes, 
fheep  and  horned  cattle. 

Leland  informs  us,  that  the  Roman  caufeway, 
extending  from  north  to  fouth,  began  here,  and 
extended  through  Devonfhire  and  Somerfetfhire, 
probably  by  Exeter  and  Ilchefter,  palling  by  Bath 
to  Cirencefler. 

That  this  was  a  confiderable  town,  at  the  time 
of  the  conqueft,  may  appear  from  hence,  that  it 
was  never  taxed  but  when  Exeter  was.  It  was 
given  tojudhaelde  Totnais  by\Villiam  the  Con- 
<}ueror ;  and  he  built  a  caftle  here  for  his  feat, 
making  it  the  head  of  his  barony.  He  alfo  found- 
ed a  priojy  here,  to  the  honour  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  Leland  obferves,  that  on  the  north- eaft 
£de  of  the  pariih  church  there  was  a  priory  of 
black  monks,  and  alfo  an  hofpital  near  the  church- 
yard, with  a  lazer-houfe  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town,  endowed  with  lands. 

Berry  Pom£Ry  is  about  a  mile  eaft  of  Tot- 
nefs,  and  is  fo  called  from  the  Pomeroys,  a  very 
confiderable  f;irailv  in  thefe  parts,  who  built  a 
eaftle,  at  a  fmall  idiftance  from  it.  This  was 
erected  .i  the  time  of  Wi-lliam  the  Conqueror, 
by  Ralph  de  Pomeroy,  whofe  pofterity  continued  to 
ie^ijoy  it,    till    the   reign    of  Edv/ard  the  Sixth, 
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when  it  was  fold  to  Edward  Seymour,  duke  of 
Somerfet.  None  of  the  walls  are  entirely  demolifti- 
ed,  and  therefore  the  extent  and  fize  of  the  caf- 
tle  may  be  plainly  feen.  The  gatehoufe  is  almoft 
entire,  as  aifo  the  round  tower,  ftanding  at  one 
end.  Likewife  a  great  part  of  the  lodgings, 
whofe  remains  fhow  that  it  was  formerly  a  hand- 
fome  houfe.  Of  this  ftructure  we  have  given  a  ve- 
ry exa6t  view. 

Darlington  is  a  village,  about  a  mile  north 
of  Totnefs,  where  there  is  a  ftructure,  fuppofed 
to  have  belonged  to  the  knights  templars.  But 
as  the  whole  order  was  diflolved  about  the  fifth  of 
Edward  the  Second,  few  particulars  are  to  be 
found  relating  to  them.  Their  great  polTeflions 
were  given  principally  to  the  knights  hofpitallers, 
though  fome  at  that  time  came  into  gentlemen's 
hands,  as  all  did  at  length  at  the  common  dilTolu- 
tion.  The  principal  part  is  entire,  and  a  hand- 
fome  old  ftructure,  built  of  ftone,  and  between 
that,  and  a  clumfey  building  at  the  other 
end,  there  is  a  row  of  apartments,  confifting  of 
two  ftories  each,  and  in  number  five.  They  all 
except  one  have  ftairs  on  the  out  fide,  which  lead 
to  the  upper  ftory,  in  the  fame  manner  as  many 
houfes  in  Scotland.  It  lately  belonged  to  Arthur 
Champernowne,  Efq; 

Six  miles  to  the,  eaft  of  Totnefs  is  Brent,  a 
market  and  port  tov/n,  in  the  road  between  Exe- 
ter and  Plymouth  ;  and  near  it  is  a  bridge,  called 
Brent  bridge,  acrofs  the  river  Aun.  It  has  a  mar- 
ket on  Saturdays,  and  tv/o  fairs,  on  May  iS,  and 
06i:ober  ic,'  for  horned  cattle. 

Six  miles  from  Brent,  and  three  miles  fouth- 
weft  of  Afhburton,  in  the  road  from  i  lymouth  to 
Exeter,  is  Buckfastleigh,  a  village,  where 
there  are  the  ruins  of  an  abbey  of  white  monks 
of   the  Ciftereiaii  order,  dedicated   to  the  BleiTed 

Virgin ; 
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Virgin  ;  fome  fay  it  was  originally  founded  by 
duke  Alfred,  before  the  conqueft  ;  and  oth-ciS  at- 
tribute it  to  Ethelvverd,  fon  of  William  de  Pome- 
roy,  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  the  Second  ;  it  is 
certain  this  king  confirmed  its  grants  and  privi- 
leges. Among  its  principal  benefactors,  was  Rich- 
ard Banzan,  who  endowed  it  with  certain  lands, 
to  hold  by  the  thirtieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  The 
annual  value,  at  the  dilTolution  was,  according  to 
Dugdale,  466  1.  IIS.  2d.  It  is  now  in  a  rui- 
nous condition,  only  fome  of  the  walls  are  ftill 
ftanding,  but  they  are  moft  entire  at  one  end.  At 
the  village  there  are  two  fairs,  on  June  29,  for 
iheep,  and  on  Auguft  24,  for  horned  cattle. 

AsHBURTON  is  twenty  miles  on  the  fame  road 
eaft-north-eaft  of  Plymouth,  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance  fouth-wefl  of  Exeter,  and  191  from  Lon- 
don. It  is  a  borough  town,  but  was  never  incor- 
porated ;  and  is  a  great  thoroughfare  in  the  road 
from  London  to  the  Land's  End  in  Cornwall.  It  is 
governed  by  a  portreeve,  annually  chofen  at  the 
court  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  who  Is  the  return- 
ing officer  at  all  elections.  The  choice  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament  is  in  all  the  houfekeepers,  who 
are  about  200  in  num.ber.  The  town  confifts  of 
of  one  long  ftreet,  that  runs  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  the  houfes  are  pretty  well  built.  The  prin- 
cipal ornament  of  this  place  is  the  church,  which 
is  a  very  handfome  ftruclure,  built  in  the  form  of 
a  cathedral.  The  tower  is  ninety  feet  high  ;  and 
on  the  top  of  it,  is  a  fmall  fpire  of  lead.  It  has 
a  large  chancel,  in  which  are  feveral  ftalls,  in  the 
manner  of  collegiate  churches.  There  is  alfo  a 
chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Laurence,  which  was  an- 
ciently a  chantry  chapel  or  guild,  endowed  with 
iands^  and  valued,  at  the  diilblution,  at  about  7  1. 
a  year.  It  is  now  ufed  as  a  fchool-hcufe,  and  for 
the  town    meetings  about   the  parilli    bufinefs  ; 

likewife 
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likewife  t^e  poll  for  parliament  men  is  ufually 
takon  hf^rc.  This  is  a  ftannery  town,  and  is  re- 
markable for  its  mines  of  tin  and  copper,  and  a 
manufadlure  of  ferge.  The  market  is  on  Satur- 
days, and  there  are  four  fairs ;  on  the  firft  Thurf- 
day  in  March,  firft  Thurfday  in  June,  Auguft  lO, 
and  .November  ii,  for  horned  cattle. 

Chudleigh,  or  Chidleigh,  is  feated  on  the 
fame  road,  nine  miles  north-eaft  of  Afhburton, 
on  the  river  Teing.  Before  the  reformation,  the 
bifhops  of  Exeter  had  a  magnificent  feat  here, 
which  is  now  in  ruins.  It  has  a  good  market  on 
Saturdays,  and  three  fairs,  namely,  on  the  nth 
of  June,  for  fheep  ;  St.  Matthew's  day,  and  the 
2 1  ft  of  September,  for  horned  cattle. 

Six  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Chudleigh,  and  fifteen 
miles  fouth  of  Exeter,  is  Teingmouth,  or  Tin- 
mouth,  a  village  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Teing,  from  whence  it  took  its  name.  The 
Danes  landed  here  about  the  year  800,  killed 
the  governor,  and  from  hence  proceeded  to  in- 
vade other  parts  of  this  illand.  The  French  alfo 
burnt  it  in  queen  Anne's  war  ;  which  is  no  won- 
der, as  it  is  a  fmall  defencelefs  place.  However,, 
the  inhabitants  got  a  brief,  by  which  they  raifed 
fo  much  money,  as  to  build  their  houfes  much 
better  than  they  were  before.  There  are  two 
villages  of  this  name.,  called  Eaft  and  Weft  Tin- 
mouth,  at  each  of  which  there  is  a  church  ;  one 
of  th^m  is  a  remarkable  ftru<R:ure,  and  feems  by 
the  architecture  to  have  been  a  priory,  or  fome 
fuch  building.  It  was  formerly  a  market  town, 
2nd  has  now  three  fairs,  viz.  on  the  third  Tuef- 
<iay  in  January,  the  laft  Thurfday  in  February, 
and  on  September  29,  for  woollen  cloth. 

Befides  the  great  men  already  mentioned,  this 
coLinty  has  alfo  produced  the  following  perfons, 
<i:iti;?guiihed  by   their  learning  or  their  bravery » 

Johrt 
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John  Blount,  called  in  Latin  Blondus,  a  very 
eminent  divine  of  the  thirteenth  century,  receiv- 
ed his  firft  tincture  of  learning  in  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  and  went  afterwards  for  farther  improve- 
ment to  Paris,  the  ufual  refort  of  the  fcholars  of 
thofe  times.  On  his  return,  he  again  fettled  at 
Oxford,  and  read  divinity  ledures  there  v/ith 
great  applaufe.  In  1232,  he  was  made  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury  ;  however,  he  was  fet  afide  by  the 
pope,  probably  to  fhev/  his  power,  and  to  preferve 
it.  He  compofed  feveral  learned  works,  and  a- 
mong  them  various  commentaries  on  the  fcriptures* 
H^  died  in  1248. 

Henry  de  Bathe,  a  learned  knight,  and  an  emi- 
nent and  fkilful  jufticiary  of  the. thirteenth  centu- 
ry, was  advanced  to  be  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
common  pleas,  in  the  year  1238,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the -Third.  His  avarice  is  chiefly  obje6led 
to  him,  as  in  a  very  fhort  time  he  accumulated 
an  immenfe  eftate  Falling,  however,  under  the 
king's  difpleafure,  and  being  brought  to  a  trial 
for  corruption,  when  the  king  faw  that  the  court 
was  going  to  acquit  him,  he  himfelf  mounted  the 
feat  of  judgment,  and  declared,  that  whofoever 
fhould  kill  de  Bathe,  fhould  have  the  royal  par- 
don for  him  and  his  heirs.  But  notwithftanding 
this,  de  Bathe  was  again  taken  into  favour,  and  re- 
eftablifhed  in  the  fame  feat  of  judicature  as  be- 
fore, and  foon  after  being  advanced  to  the  poft  of 
lord  chief  juftice  of  the  king's  bench,  in  this  ho- 
nourable employment  he  died. 

Henry  de  Braclon,  a  celebrated  Englifh  lawyer 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  was  born  at  Braclon, 
or  Bratton,  in  this  county,  and  ftudied  at  Oxford, 
where  he  took  the  degree  of  dccTior  of  laws.  Apply- 
ing himfelf  afterv/ards  to  the  fludy  of  the  common 
law,  he  rofe  to  great  eminence,  and  was  by  kin^ 
Henry  the  Third  made  one  of  his  itinerant  judges, 

^OJL-,  IJL  I  At 
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At  prefenthe  is  chiefly  known  by  his  learned  works 
on  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England,  the  firfl  edi- 
tion of  which  was  printed  at  London,  in  1569. 

Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton,  a  famous  lawyer  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  was  born  in  this  county,  and 
educated  at  one  of  our  univerfities,  from  whence 
he  removed  to  the  Inner-Temple,  London,  of 
which  fociety  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  readers. 
He  was  afterwards  made,  by  king  Henry  the 
Sixth,  fteward  or  judge  of  the  court  of  the  palace, 
or  marfhalfea  of  the  king's  houlhold  ;  and  in 
1462,  was  appointed,  by  king  Edward  the  Fourth, 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  common  pleas  ;  and, 
fome  time  after,  created  knight  of  the  Bath. 
The  merit  of  his  Treatife  of  the  Englifli  Tenures 
and  Titles,  by  which  all  eftates  were  anciently 
held  in  this  kingdom,  is  too  well  known  to 
need  being  enlarged  on.  He  died  the  23d  of  Au- 
guft  1 48 1,  and  was  interred  in  the  cathedral  church 
of  Worcefter. 

John  Jewel,  an  eminent  prelate,  and  learned 
writer  of  the  fixteenth  century,  was  born  May  24,  ■ 
3522,  at  Buden,  in  Devonfhire,  and  educated 
in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  During  the  reign  of 
king  Plenry  the  Eighth,  he  was  privately  a  pro- 
teftant ;  but,  after  the  death  of  that  prince,  he 
avowed  his  fentiments  openly.  Upon  the  accef- 
fion  of  queen  Mary  to  the  throne,  he  was  ex- 
pelled Corpus-Chrifti-College  by  the  fellows, 
without  any  order  from  the  court,  and  by  their 
own  private  authority.  He  then  fled  into  Ger- 
many, where  he  refided  fome  years  5  but  return- 
ing to  England  at  the  accelTion  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, he  was  rewarded  for  his  conftancy,  with  the 
bifhopric  of  Salifbury.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
parts,  and  endov/ed  with  fuch  a  prodigious  me- 
mory, that  he  could  repeat  forty  llrange  words 
backwards  or  forwards,  after  once  or  twice  read- 
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ing  them.  He  wrote  a  very  learned  piece,  enti- 
tled, An  Apology  for  the  Church  of  England^  toge- 
ther with  fome  lermons  and  other  trads.  He 
died  September  23,  1571,  and  was"  buried  in  the 
choir  of  Salifbury  cathedral. 

John  Davis,  a  famous  navigator  in  thefixteenth 
century,  was  born  at  Sandridge,  near  Dartmouth, 
in  Devonfhire,  and  engaged  very  early  in  a  fea- 
faring  life.  In  1585  he  fet  out  on  his  firft  voyage, 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-weft  pafTage  to  the 
Eaft-Indies  ;  and  tho'  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  he 
yet  difcovered  Greenland,  and  the  ftreights,  call- 
ed Tretum  Davis,  or  Davis's  Streights,  v/hich  ftill 
bear  his  name.  In  the  two  following  years  he 
made  two  other  voyages  for  the  fame  purpofe ; 
and  though  he  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  ac- 
complifh  his  defign,  he  yet  rendered  it  very  pro- 
bable that  fuch  a  paiTage  may  be  found.  Indeed, 
in  fuch  noble  proje6ts,  we  ought  never  to  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs  till  their  abfolute  impoffibility  be 
fully  afcertained.  He  afterwards  performed  five 
different  voyages  to  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  but,  in  the 
laft  of  thefe,  was  unfortunately  ilain  December 
27,  1605,  in  a  defperate  fight  with  fome  Japo- 
nefe,  on  the  coaft  of  Malacca. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  firft  difcoverer  and 
planter  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  in  North  Ame- 
rica, was  born  of  honourable  parentage  at  Hayes, 
near  Budley,  in  Devonfhire,  in  1552.  Having 
finifhed  his  ftudies  at  Oriel-College,  Oxford,  he 
applied  himfelf  chiefly  to  the  military  profellion. 
He  ferved  his  apprenticcfhip  in  arms,  under  Hen- 
ry Champernon,  who  was  fent  by  queen  Eliza- 
beth, with  a  fmall  body  of  forces,  to  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  perfecuted  proteftants  in  France.  He 
afterwards  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  in  fupprefTing 
the  Munfter  rebellion  in  Ireland.  His  firft  in- 
troduction at  court  was  owing  to  a  remarkable 
I  2  circum- 
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circumftance :  as  her  majefty,  queen  Elizabeth, 
was  one  day  taking  a  walk,  fhe  was  flopped  by 
a  fplaftiy  place,  which  fhe  feemed  in  doubt  whe- 
ther to  pafs  or  not.  Raleigh,  who  was  prefent, 
obferving  her  irrefolution,  immediately  threw  ofF 
his  new  plufh  cloak,  and  fpread  it  on  the  ground ; 
and  the  queen  trod  gently  over  it,  not  lefs  pleaf- 
cd  than  furprized  at  the  adventure.  From  this 
time  his  advancement  in  favour  was  fuch,  as 
might  be  expected  in  a  court,  fo  much  regulated 
by  the  maxims  of  gallantry.  In  1584,  he  fet  out 
on  his  grand  expedition  for  the  difcovery  and  fet- 
tlement  of  JVigandacoa^  afterwards  called  V'tr^ 
ginia^  in  honour  of  the  virgin  queen.  As  a  re- 
ward for  his  fervices,  he  received,  upon  his  re- 
turn, the  honour  of  knighthood,  and  the  grant  of 
a  large  eflate  in  Ireland.  From  this  colony  he 
imported  the  firft  tobacco  that  had  ever  been  i^QVi 
in  England.  A  pleafant  flory  is  related  of  this 
plant  with  regard  to  Raleigh.  He  was  wont,  it 
feems,  to  fmoak  it  privately  in  his  fludy  ;  and  his 
fervant  coming  in  one  morning  with  his  tankard 
of  ale  and  nutmeg,  before  he  had  finifhed  his 
pipe,  and  obferving  the  fmoke  to  ifTue  out  of  his 
mouth,  he  threw  all  the  ale  in  his  face,  and  then 
running  down  fl:2.irs,  alarmed  the  whole  family, 
by  exclaim.iag  that  his  mafter  was  on  fire,  and, 
before  they  could  get  up  to  him,  would  be  burnt 
to  afhes.  In  1688,  he  had  a  confiderable  fliare  in 
defeating  the  Spanifh  Armada  j  and  continued  to 
enjoy  the  royal  favour  till  1 694,  when  having  de- 
bauched one  of  the  maids  of  honour,  he  fell  into 
difc^race.  Neverthelefs,  upon  his  marrying  the 
lady,  he  found  means  to  re-eftabliih  his  intered. 
In  1695,  he  fet  out  on  a  voyage  to  Guiana,  from 
whence  he  brought  home  fome  gold  ore  ;  and  the 
year  follov/ing,  he  reduced  the  town  of  Cadiz. 
Upon  the  accdHon  of  king  James,  he  was  again 

difgraced^ 
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difgraced  ;  and  was  even  tried  and  condemned  to 
fufferdeath  for  fome  pretended  treafonablepracSlices. 
Me  obtained,  however,  a  reprieve  from  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  and  after  remaining  a  prifone^^  in  the  tower 
for  the  fpace  of  thirteen  years,  during  which  he 
compofed  his  hiftory  of  the  world,  and  feveral 
other  tracts^  was  once  more  fet  at  liberty,  and 
undertook  a  new  voyage  to  Guiana;  but  this 
expedition  not  having  anfwered  his  majefty's  ex- 
pectations, the  king,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  court 
o(  Madrid,  had  the  barbarity  to  caufe  him  to  be 
executed,  on  his  former  fentence,  on  the  29th  of 
October,  16 18.  He  was  a  great  favourite  of 
Henry,  prince  of  Wales,  who  admired  his  noble 
accomplllhments,  and  was  wont  to  fay,  that  nn 
king  but  his  father  would  keep  fuch  a  bird  in  a 
iage, 

John  Cowell,  a  learned  civilian  of  the  Hxteenth 
and  feventeenth  centuries,  was  born  at  Ernfbo- 
rough,  in  this  county,  and  educated  at  Eton 
fchool,  where  he  was  diftinguifhed  fo  much  by  his 
genius  and  induftry,  that  he  was  elected  a  fcholar 
of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  in  1570.  After 
taking  the  two  degrees  in  arts,  he  applied  him- 
felf  chiefly  to  the  ftudy  of  the  civil  lav/,  for 
which  he  had  a  particular  turn,  and  foon  became 
fo  eminent  in  that  branch  of  learning,  that  he 
was  appointed  fuccefTively  king's  profeflbr  of 
civil  law  in  Cambridge,  mafter  of  Trinity-hall, 
vice-chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and  vicar-gene- 
ral to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  At  the  re- 
queft  of  this  prelate  he  wrote  a  book,  called  The 
Interpreter^  explaining  the  difficult  terms  in  the 
ecclefiaftical,  civil,  and  common  law,  which  pro- 
cured him  great  honour.  But  having  been  fo  im- 
prudent as  to  infert  in  his  work  fome  paiTage, 
which  favoured  the  extenfion  of  the  prerogative, 
he  drew  on  himfelf  the  refentment  of  the  Houfe 
I  3  ^f 
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of  Commons,  who  threw  him  into  prifon,  and 
condemned  his  book  to  be  publickly  burnt. 
Humbled  by  this  levere  punifhment,  he  no  fooner 
recovered  his  liberty,  than  he  retired  to  his  college 
and  his  private  fludies,  which  he  continued  to 
profecute  till  the  year  1611,  when  he  died,  and 
was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  Trinity-hall  under 
the  altar. 

Arthur  Chichefter,  a  gallant  officer,  in  the 
end  of  the  fixteenth  and  beginning  of  the  feven- 
teenth  centuries,  was  born  at  Ralegh,  near  Barn- 
•ftaple,  in  the  county  of  Devon.  Embracing  early 
a  military  life,  he  ferved  in  France  under  king 
Henry  the  Fourth,  from  whom  he  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood.  Returning  about  the 
year  1600,  to  his  native  country,  he  embarked 
immediately  in  the  wars  of  Ireland  ;  and  in  thefe 
he  foon  acquired  fuch  a  high  reputation  for  his 
courage  and  conduct,  that  he  was  created  baron 
of  Belfaft,  and  appointed  lord  deputy  of  Ireland. 
He  watched  the  Irifli  chiefs  with  fuch  unwearied 
vigilance,  that  the  famous  earl  of  Tyrone  was 
wont  to  complain,  "  that  he  could  not  drink  a 
*'  full  caroufe  of  fack,  but  the  {fate  was  immedi- 
*'  ately  informed  of  it."  He  died  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1625. 

George  Monk,  duke  of  Albemarle,  the  refto- 
jer  of  Charles  the  Second  to  his  crown  and  king- 
doms, was  defcended  of  an  ancient  family,  fet- 
tled at  Potheridge  in  Deyonfliire,  v/here  he  was 
born  December  the  6th,  1608.  Being  naturally 
of  a  martial  difpofition,  he  entered  early  into  the 
fea  fervice ;  and  having  afterwards  obtained  a 
commiflion  in  the  army,  he  ferved,  for  ten  years, 
in  the  Low  Countries,  under  the  lords  Oxford  and 
Goring.  Returning  to  his  native  country,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  ;  and  in 
this  flation  afiifled  lord  Leicefter  and  the  marquis 

of 
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of  Ormond  in  fupprefling  the  grand  Irifli  rebellion  • 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars,  he  adhe" 
red  to  the  ruyal  party ;  and  being  taken   prifoner 
at  the  fiege  of  Nantwich,  was  committed  to  the 
tower,  where  he  remained  in  clofecuftody,  till  the 
year  1646  ;  v/hen,  hearing  that  the  king's  affairs 
were  entirely  ruined,  and   being  earneftl/  impor- 
tuned  by  his    kinfman,  lord   Lifle,   to  fubmit   to 
the  ruling  powers,  he  took  the  covenant,  accept- 
ed of  a  command  in  the  parliamentary  army,  and 
went  over  to  Ireland,  where  he  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  by  his   gallantry  and  condu6l.      During  the 
war  between   the   Englifh    and   Dutch  common- 
wealths, he  was  joined  with  the  admirals  Blake  and 
Dean,  in  the  command  at  fea;  and  in  that  ftation  he 
had  a  confiderable  (hare  in  the  two  great   naval 
victories   obtained  over  the   Hollanders    in    1653. 
During  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  Monk  con- 
tinued commander  in  chief  of  the  forces   in  Scot- 
land, demeaning  himfelf  in    that   poft  with  great 
prudence  and  moderation,  except  at  the  fiege  of 
Dunbar,     where   he  put    the  whole   garrifon,  of 
800  men,  to  the  fword.     Upon  the  death  of  Oli- 
ver  Cromwell,    Monk    declared    for  his  fon  and 
fucceffor  Richard  ;   and  the   new  protector  being 
foon  after  depofed,  he  formed  the  grand  defign  of 
reftoring   king  Charles  the  Second    to   the  poffef- 
fion  of  his  throne  J  and  this   fcheme  he  condu^led 
w^ith  fo  much  fecrecy  and  circumfpeclion,  that  he 
at  laft   happily   rendered   it  effectual.     The    king 
was  fo  fenfible  of  his  merit,  that  upon  his  arrival 
at  Dover,  he  embraced  him  with  great  cordiality, 
honoured  him  with  the  appellation  o{  father^  and 
created  him  a  knight  of  the  garter  and  duke  of  Al- 
bemarle.     His    grace    afterwards  became   fuccef- 
fively  a  member   of  the  privy  council,  mafter  of 
the  horfe,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bed-cham- 
ber, and  firft  commiflioner  of  the  treafury.  Not- 
I  4  withftanding 
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withftamling  the  great  obligations,  which  he  had 
conferred  upon  his  fovereign  ;  obligations  fo  great, 
as  to  be  commonly  attended  with  prelumption  oi^ 
the  one  hand,  and  jealouiy  on  the  other  j  he  con- 
tinued to  enjoy  the  royal  favour  till  his  death, 
which  happened  on  the  3d  of  January  1669,  in 
the  fixty-fecond  year  of  his  age.  The  king,  as  a 
mark  of  his  regard  to  his  memory,  honoured  him 
with  a  magnificent  funeral,  and  caufed  his  re« 
mams  to  be  depofited  among  the  monarchs  of 
England  in  Weftminlter  abbey. 

Nicholas  Monk,  a  divine  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  brother  to  the  famous  George 
Monk,  duke  of  Albemarle,  was  born  at  Pothe- 
ridge,  or  at  Marton  in  Devonihire,  in  1609.  At 
the  age  of  feventeen  he  was  entered  a  commoner  in 
Wadham  college,  Oxford  5  where,  in  1634,  he 
took  the  degree  of  mafter  of  arts,  and  foon  after 
entered  into  holy  orders.  He  was  the  perfon 
chiefly  employed  in  carrying  on  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  his  brother,  general  Monk,  and 
Sir  John  Greenville,  foreffeaingtheking'sreflorati- 
on.  Soon  after  thatgreatevent,  hev/as  nominated  to 
the  fee  of  Hereford,  which  however,  he  did  not 
Jong  enjoy,  for  he  died  the  6th  of  January  1661. 

Theophilus  Gale,  a  learned  and  pious  divine  of 
the  feventeenth  century,  was  born  at  King's  Teio-n- 
ton    in    Devonihire   in    1628.       He   received  his 
education  in  Magdalen  college,  Oxford  ;  of  which, 
after  taking  the  two  degrees  in  arts,  he   was  cho- 
fen  a  fellow   in  1650  ;  but  not  being  able,  upon 
the   refloration,  to   comply  with   the  terms  pre- 
fcribed   by  law,  he  loft  this  preferment.     He  af- 
terwards aded  as  tutor  to  the  marquis  of  Whar- 
ton, with  whom    he  travelled  into  France;  and, 
upon  his  return  from  that   country  in  1665,  be- 
came an  affiftant  to  Mr.  John-Rowe,  who  had  then 
a  private  congregation  in  Holborn.     He  publifhed 
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ibon  after,  his  famous  book,  entitled,  The  Court 
cf  the  Gentiles  ;  in  which  he  endeavours  to  deduce 
all  languages  and  learning  from  the  Hebrew. 
He  likewife  compofed,  among  many  other  trads, 
a  compendious  view  of  the  ancient  philofophy  j 
and  having  thus,  by  his  abilities,  as  well  as  by 
his  virtues,  procured  the  efteem  of  all  his  con- 
temporaries, he  died  in  February  1678,  in  the 
fiftieth  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Sprat,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  a  very 
elegant  and  correal  writer,  in  the  end  of  the  laft 
and  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  was  the 
fon  of  a  clergyman,  and  born  at  Tollaton  in  De- 
vonlhire,  about  the  year  1636.  He  had  his  edu- 
cation in  Wadham-college,  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  degrees  in  arts  and  divinity.  Upon  the 
death  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  he  wrote  a  fine  pinda- 
ric  to  the  memory  of  that  ufurper  ;  in  which,  if  he 
erred,  he  erred  with  his  betters  :  for  the  fame 
compliment  was  paid  to  the  protestor  by  Dryden, 
Waller,  and  feveral  other  poets.  After  the  ref- 
toration  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  he  v/as 
made  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  majefty,  and 
fellow  of  the  royal  fociety  ;  and  of  this  learned 
body  he  publifhed,  in  1667,  a  moft  excellent 
hiftory.  He  likewife  wrote  the  life  of  Cowley, 
and  is  faid  to  have  affifted  the  witty  duke  of  Buck* 
ingham  in  moft  of  his  compofitions.  As  he  was 
a  man  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  he  rofe  fucceffively 
to  the  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  minifter  of  St. 
Margaret's,  canon  ofWind  for,  dean  cfWeftminfler, 
and  bifnop  of  Rochefcer,  to  which  lait  dignity  he 
was  promoted  in  1684.  Though  he  had  concurred 
but  too  much  in  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  king 
James  the  Second  ;  yet,  upon  the  revolurion,  he 
i-ubmitted  chearfully  to  the  new  government,  and 
lived  in  quiet,  though  without  any  degree  of  infiu- 
tejjcej  till  1692,  when  a  moft  villainous  fcheme  was 
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laid  for  depriving  him  of  his  life,  by  bringing, 
him  in  guilty  of  high  treafon  ;  but  the  perjury  oi 
the  vvitnefTes  being  foon  made  appear,  the  bifhop 
was  acquitted  with  honour.  From  this  time  for- 
ward he  pafled  his  life  in  tranquility  and  retire- 
ment,  and  died  at  Bromley  in  Kent,  May  20j 
17 13,  in  the  feventy-ninth  year  of  age. 

John  Churchill,  duke  of  Marlborough,  and 
prince  of  the  holy  Roman  empire,  one  of  the  ableft 
ilatefmen,  and  mod  polite  courtiers,  as  v/ell  as 
one  of  the  greateft  captains,  and  moft  illuftrious 
heroes  of  his  age,  was  the  fon  of  Sir  Winftont 
Churchill,  of  Wotton  BaiTet  in  Wiltftiire,  and 
born  at  Afhe  in  Devonftiire,  June  24,  i6so.  To 
enumerate  all  the  honours  acquired,  and  all  the  glo- 
rious anions  performed  by  this  accomplijQied  gene- 
ral, would  exceed  the  bounds  we  ought  to  allow  to 
the  prefent  article  ;  fuffice  it  to  mention  a  few  of 
the  moil  remarkable.  He  was  at  iirll  page  of  ho- 
nour to  James,  duke  of  York;  but  being  ftrongly 
inclined  to  a  military  life,  he  obtained,  at  the  age  of 
fixteen,  an  enfigncy  in  the  guards,  and  in  °that: 
quality  ferved  againft  the  Moors  at  Tangiers.  In 
the  war  with  the  Dutch  in  1672,  he  ferved  under 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  in  the  French  army^* 
where  he  diftinguiihed  himfelf  fo  much  by  his 
gallantry  and  condud',  that  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  French  monarch  at  the  head  of  the  army. 
The  duke  of  Monmouth  too,  at  his  return  to 
England,  declared  to  his  father,  king  Charles  the 
Second,  that  he  owed  his  life  at  the  fiege  of  Maef^ 
tricht  to  the  bravery  of  captain  Churchill.  This 
opened  the  way  for  hid  farther  advancement;  and 
lie  was  accordingly  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  of 
Littleton's  regiment,  and  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber,  and  mafter  of  the  robes  to  James  duke 
of  York.  This  prince  he  afterwards  attended  tx> 
the  Low  Countries,  and  to  Scotland  i  and  it  was 
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hy  the  intereft  of  his  royal  hlghnefs,  that,  ia 
1682,  he  v/as  made  baron  of  Eymouth,  and  co- 
lonel of  the  third  troop  of  guards.  Upon  the 
acceiTion  of  king  James  to  the  throne,  he  was 
created  baron  Churchill  of  Sandridge,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Hertford,  and  made  brigadier-general  of  his 
majefty's  army  j  and  in  this  laft  capacity  he  had 
a  cor#^.iderable  {hare  in  fuppreiTrng  the  duke  of 
Monmouth's  rebellion.  Great,  however,  as  v/ere 
the  obligations,  which  he  lay  under  to  his  fove- 
reign,  thofe,  which  he  owed  to  his  country,  were, 
in  his  opinion,  much  greater ;  for  when  he  faw 
king  James  taking  wide  ftrides  towards  deftroying 
the  religion  and  liberties  of  his  country,  he  im- 
mediately deferted  him,  and  went  over  to  the 
prince  of  Orange.  In  the  fubfequent  reign  he 
enjoyed  the  fame  influence,  which  he  had  pofleiTed  in 
the  preceeding.  He  was  fv/orn  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil, made  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  queen^s 
bed-chamber,  and  created  earl  of  Marl  borough  c 
He  afterwards  ferved  with  great  reputation,  both 
in  Flanders  and  in  Ireland  ;  but,  in  1692,  he 
was  difmifTed  from  all  his  employments,  and  even 
thrown  into  the  tower  on  a  fufpicion  of  high  trea« 
ion.  This  fufpicion,  however,  appearing,  upon 
examination,  to  be  altogether  groundlefs,  he  was 
reflored  to  favour,  and  appointed  governor  to  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter,  whom  king  V/illiam  delive- 
red into  his  hands  with  this  remarkable  expreiiion  j 
A<fv  lordj  make  him  hut  'what  you  Gre^  and  7ny  nephciv 
will  be  ell  that  I  wijh  to  fee  him.  Upon  the  accef* 
fionof  queen  Anne  to  the  throne,  he  was  made  a 
knight  of  the  garter,  declared  captain-general  ot 
her  majefty's  forces,  and  fent  over  to  Holland  with 
the  charadter  of  ambaffador  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary.  The  dates  too  m  compli- 
inent  to  the  qusen,  and,  as  a  proof  of  their  being- 
ienfible  of  the  earl's  own  merit,  conitituted   him 
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captain-general  of  their  forces,  and  ailigned  hitn 
a  penfion  of  one  hundred   thoufand   Florins  psr 
annum.    To  relate  all  the  atchievements  he  perfor- 
med during  the    ten  years  that  enfued,  t.  e.  from 
1702  to  1712,  would  be  almoft  to  give   a  hiftory 
of  queen  Anne's  reign,  which  would  require  ma<- 
ny  volumes.     It  may  be  fufficient  here  to  obferve,. 
that  he  defeated  the  French  armies,  though  head- 
ed by  their  ableft  generals,  and  always  fuperlor  to 
him  in  point  of  number,  in  feveral  pitched  battles  ;, 
at   Blenheim,    at  Ramillies,    at   Oudenarde,    at 
Malplaquet,    hz.    that  he  reduced  almoft  every 
place  of  importance  in  the  French  and  Spaniih 
Netherlands;  faved  the  empire;   fecured  the  uni- 
ted provinces ;  raifed  the  glory  and  confequence 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and  humbled  the  pride  of  the 
French  monarch  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  that  am- 
bitious prince,  who,  but  a  few  years  before,  had 
feized,  in  imagination,  the  dominions  of  all   his 
j^eighbours,  now  began,  in  earneft,  to  tremble  for 
his  own.     In  a  word,  it  may  be  faid  of  this  gene- 
ral, what  can  hardly  be  faid  of  any  other,  that  he 
never  fought  a  battle  which  he  did  not  gain,  nor 
ever  befieged  a  town  w^hich  he  did  not  take.  Even 
in   the  earlier  part  of  his   life,  he  gave  evident 
figns  of  what  he  afterwards  proved.    Prince  Vau- 
demont,  it  is  faid,  delivered  himfelf  to  king  Wil- 
liam in  the  following  terms  :  "  there  is  fomewhat 
^  in  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  that  1  want  words 
*'  to  exprefs  ;  he  has  all  the  fiercenefs  of  Kirke, 
*'  all  the  judgment  of  Laniere,  all  the  condu6i  of 
^<  Mackay,  and  all  the  intrepidity  of  Colchefter  ^ 
**  and  either  my  ikili  in  faces  deceives  me,  which 
*'  yet  it  never  did,  or  he  will  make  a  greater  fi- 
**  gure  as  a  general,    than  any  fubjec?!:  your  majef- 
'^  ty  has.     The  king  fmiled    and  replied.  Marl- 
^  borough  is  ohligcd  to  you^  hut  I  really  hdie've^  you 
*^  uyill  iofe  110  credit  by  yo^ur  predi^ion^''     His  great 
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fiierlt  met  with  a  fultable  reward.  He  was  honoured, 
fix  difFerent  times,  with  the  thanks  of  the  HoufiS 
©f  Commons,  was  created  a  duke,  had  a  penfion 
of  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  fetthed   upon  him 
out  of  the   poll- office  revenue,  and   was  gratified 
with  the  manor  of  Woodftock  and  the  hundred  of 
Wotton,  where  the  queen  caufed  to   be  erected 
for  him  a  noble  edifice,  called  Blenheim-houfe  in 
memory  of  the  viclory  which  he  had  gained  at  that 
place.     He  was  likev/ife  created  a  prince  of  the 
empire,  by  the  title  of  Prince  of  Mildenheim,  in 
the  province  of  Swabia.     His  prudence   and  mo- 
deration were  equal   to  his  other  great  qualities. 
For  when,  upon    the  change   of  the   miniftry  in 
17 10,  he  found  his  intereft  at  court  confiderably 
diminifhed,  or  rather  totally  annihilated,  he  ftill 
continued  to  ferve  his  country  in  his  military  ca- 
pacity ;  and  when  ftripped  of  his  command  about 
two  years  after,    and  even    cruelly  and  unjuftly 
perfecuted,  inftead  of  embroiling  the  adminiftra- 
tion  by   his   perfonal  difputes,    he  retired  into  a 
foreign  country,  where  he  remained   till  the  de- 
ceafe  of  queen  Anne;  and  returning  to  England 
at  the  acceffion  of  king  George  the  Firft,  he  was 
by   that  prince   re-inftated   in   all   his  former  em- 
ployments.    He  died  June    16,   1722,  in   the  fe- 
venty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred  with 
great  funeral   pomp,  in  Weftminfter   abbey.     By 
his  wife  Sarah,  whofe  maiden  name  was  Jennings, 
and  who  was  almoll:  as  remarkable  a  woman  as  h« 
was  a  man^  he  had  one  fon,  and   four   daughters. 
His  fon  died  in  his  life-time ,  and  his  honours  and 
eftate    defcended   to   the   pofterity  of  his   fecond 
daughter,  Anne  (his  eldeft  daughter,  Henrietta, 
having   no  iiTue  that  furrived)  and   they  are  now 
pofleiled   by  the   prefent  duke  of  Marlborough, 
whofe  name  is  Spencer. 
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Matthew  Tindal,  a  noted  writer  in  the  begIn-9 
r/ing  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was  a  clergy-« 
man's  fon,  and  born  at  Beer-Ferres  in  Devonfhire 
about  the  year  1657.  He  received  his  education 
at  Oxford,  and  in  1685,  commenced  dodor  in 
the  civil  law.  In  the  reign  of  king  James  the  Se- 
cond, he  embraced  the  Romifh  faith,  which, 
however,  he  was  afterwards  perfuaded  to  renounce. 
From  the  time  of  the  revolution  till  the  latter  end 
of  his  life,  he  employed  himfelf  chiefly  in  v/riting 
political  pamphlets ;  but  the  work  by  which  he 
is  bell  knovirn,  and  v/hich  made  its  appearance  in- 
ly 30,  is  intitlcd,  ChrijTianity  as  old  as  the  Creation  y 
or  the  Gcfpel  a  Republication  of  the  Religion  of  Na" 
tiire.     He  died  Auguft  16,    1733. 

Euftace  Budgeil,  an  elegant  writer  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century,  was  defcendcd  of 
an  ancient  family,  and  born  about  the  year  1 685,  at 
a  place  called  St.  Thomas,  near  Exeter  in  De- 
vonfhire. He  had  his  education  at  Chrift-church 
college  in  Oxford,  and  at  the  Inner  Temple  in 
London,  where  he  profecuted  for  fome  time  the 
ftudy  of  the  law;  but  his  genius  leading  him  ra- 
ther to  the  more  polite  parts  of  literature,  he  em- 
ployed himfelf  chiefly  in  cultivating  the  favour 
of  the  Mufes,  In  this  he  was  encouraged  by  his 
kinfman,  Mr.  Addifon,  who  procured  him,  by 
his  intereft,  feveral  lucrative  places  under  the 
government  ;  and,  among  others,  that  of  ac- 
comptant  and  comptroller  general  of  the  revenue 
in  Ireland.  This  poft  he  enjoyed  for  a  year  and 
upwards,  when  he  was  fuddenly  deprived  of  it  by 
his  grace,  the  duke  of  Bolton,  then  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Ireland.  From  this  time  forward  he 
maintained  an  almoft  perpetual  ftruggle  with  ill 
fortune.  He  loft  above  20,oool.  in  the  South- 
fea  fcheme  ;  and  expended  5000! .  more  in  fruit- 
'efs  attempts  to  get  himfelf  elet^ed  member  of  the 
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Englifh,  as  he  had  formerly  been  of  the  Irifh, 
parliament.  At  lad  rendered  defperate  by  his 
numerous  difappointments,  he  refolved,  in  an 
evil  hour,  to  put  an  end,  at  once,  to  his  fufferings, 
and  to  his  life.  With  this  view  he  filled  his  poc- 
kets with  ftones,  and  taking  a  boat  at  Somerfct- 
flairs,  ordered  the  waterman  to  ihoot  London - 
bridge  ;  and  while  he  was  under  the  arch  he  threw 
himfelf  into  the  river,  where  he  immediately  pe- 
riflied.  He  had  a  confiderable  hand  in  the  SpeSfa^ 
tor^  Guardian^  and  Tatler,  All  the  papers  figned 
(X)  in  the  firft  of  thefe  performances,  and  all 
thofe  marked  with  an  afterifk  in  the  fecond,  were 
of  his  compofition.  He  was  likewife  the  author 
of  a  periodical  work,  called  the  Bee^  and  of  foiXiSr 
other  pieces. 
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DORSETSHIRE. 

^^\^  K  I  S  county,  as  well  as  that  laft 
£f  ||^  defcribed,  lies  in  the  weftern  part  of 

^  T  I  England,  and  derives  its  prefent 
^  ^  name  from  the  Saxon   word  Dorfet- 

*^^-,'^f  tan,  which  fignifies,  a  people  living 
by  the  fide  of  th?  water  >  they  alfo  called  it  the 
fchire  of  Dorfet. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wilt- 
fhire  and  Somerfetfhire  ;  on  the  fouth  by  theEng- 
iifh  channel  ;  on  the  eaft  by  Hampfhire  -,  and  on 
the  weft  by  Devonfliire  and  a  part  of  Somerfet- 
fhire, It  extends  about  fifty  miles  in  length  from 
eaft  to  weft,  forty  in  breadth,  and  150  in  cir- 
cumference. 

This  county,  according  to  Camden,  is  the 
whole  of  that  diftrid,  which  the  Romans  found 
inhabited  by  the  Durotriges  ;  but  there  feems  to 
be  a  part  of  Wiltlhire  and  Somerfetfhire  that  be- 
longed to  it.  The  Roman  road,  called  the  Iken- 
ing  ftreet,  pailes  through  this  county,  which  bears 
many  evident  tokens  of  its  being  inhabited  by  the 
Romans.  It  was  afterwards  the  iirft  fettlement 
of  the  Saxons  in  Britain,  and  was  part  of  the 
Weft  Saxon  kingdom,  till  Egbert  brought  the 
whole  heptarchy  under  his  own  dominion,  and 
became  king  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  now 
called  England.  His  fucceftbrs  were  eighteen  in 
number,  who  admiring  the  pleafantncfs  of  this 
county,  often  refided  here,  and  moft  of  them  were 
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interred  at  feveral  places  In  it.  Their  caftles  or 
palaces  were  vaftly  large,  and  the  gentlemen  how- 
ever, to  this  day,  in  Ibme  fenfe,  follow  their  ex- 
amples, in  building  their  feats. 

The  Danes,  foon  after  Egbert  became  king  of 
England,  invaded  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
gave  him  battle,  near  Lyme,  not  far  from  the 
river  Car,  where,  though  they  did  not  gain  a 
complete  vidlory,  they  valiantly  maintained  their 
ground  and  kept  the  field  till  the  laft.  Egbert's 
general  Dudda  was  flain,  as  were  alfo  Hercfid  and 
Wigfort,  two  Saxon  bifhops  ;  the  king  himfelf 
with  difficulty  efcaped.  After  this  fuccefs  they 
withdrew,  and  returned  with  greater  force ;  but 
v/ere  (o  well  received  by  Egbert,  that  they  were 
forced  to  fly  to  their  fhips,  with  great  Icfs,  and 
remained  quiet,  during  the  refl  of  that  monarch's 
reign. 

Soon  after  the  Norman  invafion,  this  county 
was  brought  under  fubjedion  by  the  Conqueror  ; 
and  divided  among  his  great  lords  and  favourites. 
In  the  barons  wari  its  fufFerings  were  m.uch  the 
fame,  as  in  other  inland  counties.  In  the  civil 
wars  of  Charles  the  Firft,  it  fided  with  the  king, 
but  was  too  weak  to  ftem  the  torrent.  However, 
the  clubmen  of  Dorfet(hire,  fo  called,  made  the 
parliament  fide  fomewhat  uneafy,  even  after  they 
had  no  open  enemies  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  air  of  this  county  is  good  and  heal- 
thy, but  it  is  very  fliarp  in  the  hilly  parts,  though 
it  is  mild  and  pleafant  in  the  vallies  and  near  the 
fea-coaft.  The  foil,  generally  fpeaking,  is  fandy, 
and  yet  fruitful.  It  is  famed  for  the  excellence  of 
its  paftures,  particularly  in  the  vallies,  which 
lead  down  to  the  fhore ;  and  there  are  feveral  fo- 
refls  fcattered  up  and  down  the  county. 
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There  are  here  alfo  feveral  large  quarries  of  ex-' 
cellent  ftone  for  building;  and  that  from  Port- 
land has  been  of  excellent  fervice  to  the  city  of 
London,  foon  after  and  ever  fince  the  great  fire- 
There  are  alfo  veins  of  marble,  which  of  late 
have  been  found  in  great  plenty  ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants make  great  advantage  of  them,  by  fending- 
the  marble  to  Tvondon.  They  have  ftones, 
that  are  proper  for  making  of  plafterof  Paris,  and 
many  other  ufes,  as  may  be  plainly  difcovered  by 
Xa\q  fine  houfes  of  the  better  fort,  and  the  elegant 
buildings  of  the  towns.  They  have  tobacco-pipe 
clay  about  Pool,  and  in  other  places,  which  is  {o 
good,  that  it  is  fent  not  only  to  Chefler,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns  to  make  pipes,  but  even  as 
far  as  London. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Stour,  the  Froom, 
the  Piddle,  the  Liddon,  the  Dereliih  and  the  Al- 
len, which  afford  plenty  of  fiOi,  particularly 
Trouts,  and  the  Stour  is  famous  for  tench  and 
eels. 

Dorfetfhire  has  only  one  mineral  water,  hitherto 
taken  notice  of,  and  this- is  at  Nottington,  a  vil- 
lage near  XVeymouth.  The  water  has  a  ftrong 
fulphureous  fmell,  with  a  flavour  refembling  that 
of  boiled  eggs,  and  the  colour  in  a  tin  veffel  is 
blue.  At  xh^  fountain  head,  a  (hilling  put  into 
this  water,  becomes  of  a  gold  colour  in  two  or 
three  minutes,  and  from  various  experiments  it 
appears  to  be  impregnated  with  fulphur  and  na- 
tron. It  is  remarkable  for  curing  foulneffes  of  the 
fkin,  by  internal  ufe. 

This  county  has  four  or  five  very  good  harbours, 
from  v/hich  the  inhabitants  are  fupplied  with  ma- 
ny forts  of  fea-hfh,  fuch  as  herrings,  plaice, 
thornbacks,  foals  and  lobfters.  The  harbour  of 
Poole,  fome  fay,  ebbs  and  flows  four  times  in 
twenty-four  hours  3  but  we  have  not  fufficient  au- 
thority 
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thority  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this.  The  rocks 
abound  with  famphire  and  eringo  or  fea  holley, 
whofe  roots  are  thought  to  be  reftorative,  and 
make  a  fine  fweatmeat  en  being  candied. 

The  downs  and  hills  are  covered  with  large 
flocks  of  fheep ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  flefh 
is  very  fweet  and  delicate,  it  being  the  common 
property  of  all  mutton  fed  upon  Downs.  Their 
wool  is  very  fine,  and  is  much  coveted  by  the 
clothiers.  Indeed,  fome  parts  of  Dorfetfhire  are 
remarkable  for  the  fneep  being  troubled  with  the 
rot ;  however,  as  they  know  what  fort  of  land 
will  occafion  it,  this  may  be  eafily  prevented. 
Thofe  that  die  of  this  diftemper  are  infefted  v/ith 
a  fort  of  infects  about  the  breadth  of  a  barley-corn, 
which  are  found  in  great  numbers,  when  thefe 
fheep  are  opened  by  the  butchers.  The  horned 
cattle  are  chiefly  fed  in  the  valiies,  and  produce 
milk  propi'r  for  cheefe  and  butter,  v.'hich  are  here 
made  in  the  greateft  perfection.  In  the  forells 
and  woods  are  great  numbers  of  fallow  deer. 
The  fields  likewife  produce  plenty  of  corn,  flax 
and  hemp,  with  a  great  variety  of  fowl,  both  for 
profit  and  pleafure.  Here  are  fwans,  geefe,  and 
ducks  without  number,  with  great  plenty  of 
wood-cocks,  pheafants,  partridges,  fieldfares,  pi- 
geons, gulls,  fpar-hawks,  common  poultry,  &^. 
The  inhabitants,  in  fhort,  receive  all  the  necefTa- 
ries  and  accommodations  of  life  both  from  the 
land  and  fea,  on  which  account  many  confiderable 
families  choofe  to  refide  in  this  county. 

In  fome  parts  of  Dorfetfhire  the  dairy  farms 
are  let  upon  a  different  footing  frorri  thofe  of  other 
counties  ;  for  the  landlord  finds  all  the  ftock,  and 
fupplies  the  farmers  with  cattle  himfelf.  The 
moft  intelligent  farmers  are  fond  of  living  near 
high  trees,  where  there  are  rookeries,  becaufe  the 
rooks  pick  up  all  the  worms.  Hence  it  is  no  won- 
der. 
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der,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  are  {o  In- 
fefted  with  them,  that  they  deftroy  the  roots  of 
the  corn  ;  which  they  nov/  acknowledge  to  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  dcftrucStion  of  their  rookeries. 

The  herbs  peculiar  to  this  county  are. 

The  ordinary  fweet  cyperus  grafs,  or  Englifli 
galingale,  Cyperus  longus^  Ger.  longus  odoratuSy 
Park.      Found  in  the  ifle  of  Purbeck.  , 

St.  Barnaby's  thiftle,  Carduus  Jiellatus  luteuf 
foliis  cyani^  C.  B.  Solftitialis,  G.  R.  By  the 
hedges  not  far  from  Cirencefter,  in  Gloucefter- 
fhire. 

Sweet  willow,  or  Dutch  myrtle,  Gale  frutex  o* 
doratus  feptentrional'ium  elaagnus  cordis  J-  B.  In  a 
low  level  marfh  ground,  near  Wareham  in  this 
county,  plentifully. 

Englifli  iea-tree  mallow,  Malva  arh or ea  marina 
noftras^  Park.  About  the  cottages  of  the  village 
called  Chiflel,   in  Portland  Ifland. 

Portland  fengreen,  Sedu??i  Portland'ic'U?n^  Ad. 
Lob.    Majiis  martnum  anglicum^  Park. 

Shrub  llonecrop,  or  rather  glaffwort,  Vermicu^ 
larts  frutex  nimor^  Ger.'  fruiicofa  altera^  Park, 
On  the  flone  beech,  running  from  the  ihore  of 
Dorfetlhire,  almoft  to  Portland  Ifland. 

This  county  is  divided  into  thirty-four  hun- 
dreds, befides  five  peculiar  divifions,  each  of  which 
contains  feveral  hundreds  ;  thefe  are  Sherborn, 
Shafton,  Blandford,  Dorchefler  and  Bridport.  In 
thefe  divifions  are  contained  twenty- two  jnarket 
towns,  248  parifhes,  about  25,940  houfes,  and 
131,640  inhabitants.  This  county  is  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  and  diocefe  of  Briflol  ;  and 
contains  nine  towns,  which  fend  members  to  par- 
liament, namely,  Dorchefler,  Poole,  Lyme,  Wey- 
mouth, Melcomb-Regis,  Bridport,  Shaftfbury, 
Corfe-caffle  and  Warham  3  which,  with  the  two 

knights 
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knights  of  the  (hire,  make  up  twenty  reprefen- 
tatives. 

On  entering  this  county  by  the  London  road, 
you  come  to  Cranborn,  a  fmall  ancient  town, 
I  pleafantly  feated  in  a  fporting  country,  eleven 
miles  fouth-weft  of  Doronton,  twenty-eight  eaft- 
north-eaft  of  Dorchefter,  and  ninety-five  to  the 
weftward  of  London.  It  is  well  watered,  and 
finely  feated  for  pleafure,  on  the  borders  of  the 
Chace,  which  extends  almofl  as  far  as  Salifbury. 

It  had  formerly  abenedidine  monaftery,  found- 
ed by  Alredus  Meaw,  called  in  the  Monafticon, 
earl  of  Glouc^fler  ;  and  dedicated  to  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, in  the  year  930.  The  patronage  of  this 
abbey,  came  afterwards  into  the  hands  of  Robert 
Fitz-Hamon,  who  removed  the  monks  to  Tewkf- 
bury,  leaving  but  two  of  them  here,  with  a  prior, 
making  it  a  cell  to  that  abbey.  It  has  a  fmall 
n;ark;€t  on  Thurfdays,  and  two  fairs,  on  Auguft 
24,  and  December  6,  for  cheefe  and  fheep. 

Edward  Still ingfleet,  the  learned  bifhop  of 
"Worcefler,  in  the  end  of  the  feventeenth  centu- 
ry, was  born  April  17,  1635,  at  this  town,  and 
educated  iirft  at  the  grammar  fchocl  here, 
and  afterwards  at  St.  John's  college,  in  Cam- 
bridge, of  which  he  became  a  fellow.  When  he 
had  taken  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  he  was 
appointed  Tripos^  and  acquired  great  applaufe,  by 
his  witty  and  inofPenfive  fpeech  upon  that  occa- 
iion.  He  was  fucceffively  re6lor  of  Sutton,  in 
Bcdfordfhire,  preacher  at  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Lon- 
don, le6lurer  at  the  Temple,  redlor  of  St.  An- 
drew's, Holborn,  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  king 
Charles  the  Second,  prebendary,  canon-refiden- 
tiary,  and  dean  of  St.  Paul's  j  and  in  a  very  little 
time  after  the  revolution,  was  promoted  to  the 
fee  of  Worcefter.  He  maintained  a  long  contro- 
ntdy  with  the  Papifts  and  Socinians,  as  alfo  with 

the 
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the  celebrated  Mr.  Locke,  concerning  his  Eflay 
on  Human  Underftanding.  Befides  the  pieces  he 
wrote  upon  thefe  occafions,  he  compofed  Ireni" 
cum  \  Origines  Sacra; ;  Origines  Britanmc<^ ;  the  Un- 
reafonahle  of  feparation  ;  a  Vindication  of  Archbi- 
Jhop  Laud's  Conference  with  Btjhop  Fijher  ;  and 
feveral  other  tracts.  Fie  died  March  27,  1699, 
and  was  interred  in  the  cathedral  of  Worcefter. 

From  hence  a  road  extends  fouthward  to  Win- 
born  Minster,  which  is  lituated  fourteen  miles 
fouth   of  Cranborn,  eight  miles  north  of  Poole, 
and  ninety-eight  to  the  weftward  of  London.    Its 
name  is   fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  Britifh 
word  Vin  between,  and  the  Saxon  word  Burn, 
a  fmall  river,  which  is   expreflive  of  its  fituation 
between   the  rivers  Allen  and  Stour,  near  their 
conflux,  and  from  its  having  formerly  a  minfter 
or  monaftery.     It  has  by  fome  been  miftaken  for 
the  Vindocladia  of  Antoninus  ;  but  Horiley  places 
this  ftation  at  Cranborn,  upon  whofe  authority  ■ 
we  may  depend.     It  is  a  large  handfome  town, 
and   an  ancient   borough,    and  yet  it    fends  no' 
members  to  parliament.     It  is  remarkable  for  its 
church  built  in  the  form  of  a  cathedral,   180  feet 
long,  with  a  fine  tower   in  the  middle,  and  ano- 
ther at  the  weft  end  of  the  church,  each  of  them 
ninety  feet  high.     Here   is   the  only  choir  in  the 
county,  which   confifts  of  four  finging-men,  fix 
boys,  and  an  organift.     In  former  times  it  Vv^as  a 
place  of  more  account  than  it  is  at  prefent.    Here 
was  the   moft   ancient  monaftery   in  the  county, 
built  by  Cuthberga,  fifter  of  Ina,  king  of  the  Weft 
Saxons,  and  wife  of  Egfrid,  king  of  the  Northum- 
brians.     It  v^as  founded  in  the  year  720,  for  be- 
nedi6Line  nuns,  and  was  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
and  St.  Adelwold.     But  king  Edward  changed  it 
into  a  collegiate  church,  confifting  of  a  dean  and 
four  prebendaries,  befides  fmging-mcn,  &:c.  abovo 

men- 
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mentioned.  In  this  church  king  Ethelred,  the 
brother  of  king  Alfred,  lies  interred  under  a  mar- 
ble tomb  ;  on  which  is  the  effigy  of  a  king  crown- 
ed, a  half  length,  with  the  foUowinginfcription, 

IN    HOC    LOCO    QVIESCIT    CORPUS 
S.    ETHELDREDI    REGIS    WEST    SAXONUM    MAR- 

TVRIS, 
QVI,  ANNO  DOMINI  DCCCLXXII  XXIII.  APRILIS, 
PER  MANVS  DANORVM  PAGANORVM   OCCVBVIT. 

Here  refls  the  body  of  St.  Etheldred,  king  of  the 
Weft  Saxons,  a  martyr,  v/ho  fell  by  the  hands  of 
the  Pagan  Danes,  on  the  twenty-third  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1372. 

The  town  has  a  very  fine  free-fchool,  founded 
by  Margaret,  countefs  of  Richmond,  mother  of. 
Henry  the  Seventh,  whofe  ftipend  was  augment- 
ed by  queen  Elizabeth.  It  is  a  populous  but 
poor  place,  and  is  chiefly  maintained  by  knit- 
ting of  {lockings.  It  has  a  market  on  Fridays, 
:^nd  two  fairs  on  good  Friday,  and  September  14, 

>r  bullocks  and  cheefe. 

It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  in  the  time  of 
the  Romans  this  was  one  of  the  two  winter  Na- 
tions for  their  leo-ions  in  this  county,  Dorchefler 
being  the  other.  The  fummer  ftation  was  at  a 
hill  called  Badbury,  two  miles  diftant  from  this 
town.  This  hill  is  entrenched  with  a  triple  ditch, 
and  in  it  have  been  dug  up  feveral  R.oman  coins, 
fwords,  and  urns.  From  this  hill  there  is  a  fofTe- 
way  to  the  city  of  Old  Sarum  in  Wiltfhire.  Our 
Saxon  anceftors  held  Winborn  in  high  veneration, 
on  account  of  the  many  reliques  the  Romans  left 
there  of  their  magnificence. 

Nine  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Winborn  Minder  is 
PooLE,  which  is  furrounded  on  all  fides,  except 
the  north,  by  a  bay,  called  Luxford  La'ie,  v;hich 
in   a   calm  refembles  a   pool  of  {landing  v/ater. 

This 
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This   town    is  thirty-three    miles   fouth-weft   of 
Winchefter,  and  i  lo  to  the  weftward  of  London. 

Poole  was,  according  to  Leland,  a  poor  village 
inhabited  by  fifhermen,  and  a  hamlet  or  member 
of  the  parifh  church  of  Canford,  near  Winborn 
Minfter,  but  within  the  memory  of  man,  he  fays  it 
was  increafed  with  handfome  buildings,  and  be- 
came a  place  of  great  trade.  This  town,  how- 
ever, fent  members  to  parliament  fo  early  as  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  the  Third  ;  and  by  a  char- 
ter of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  made  a  county  of  it- 
felf,  with  the  privilege  of  a  (herifF,  keeping  a  court 
to  determine  all  caufes,  both  civil  and  criminal, 
with  feveral  other  immunities,  fome  of  which  it 
flill  enjoys,  as  the  right  of  trying  malefactors  in 
its  own  jurifdi6tion,  by  a  commiflion  from  the 
crown,  which  faves  the  expence  of  entertcin  ng 
the  judges  on  the  circuit.  This  borough  is  go- 
verned by  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  aldermen,  a  fhe- 
rifF,  a  coroner,  a  town-clerk,  and  common-coun- 
cil. The  mayor,  who  is  admiral  within  the  li- 
berty, is  chofen  from  among  the  burgefles ;  after 
he  has  pafied  the  chair,  he  is  always  an  alderman; 
and  the  firft  year  after  his  mayoralty,  he  is  fenior 
bailiff,  and  a  judice  of  the  peace.  From  among 
the  aldermen  are  annually  chofen  three  juftices, 
the  mayor  and  recorder  being  of  the  quorum,  and 
the  election  of  the  freemen  or  burgefles  muft  be 
made  by  the  mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  tv/enty- 
four  burgefles. 

The  town  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  400 
houfes,  which,  though  low,  are  built  with  flrone, 
and  have  a  good  appearance.  The  church,  v/hiclf 
is  at  leait  200  years  old,  is  dedicated  to  St. 
James,  and  is  a  large  fl:ru6ture,  but  low  and 
dark;  the  wings  are  larger  than  the  body  j  and 
the  tower  ^lot  very  lofty.  Here  is  a  beautiful 
lown-hall,    built  of   Hone,  a  charity-fchool,    a  ' 
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-Cuflom-houfe  and  quay,  with  a  large  warehoufc, 
called  the  Town  Cellar,  for  keeping  the  mer- 
chants goods.  The  increafe  of  this  town  is  ov/- 
ing  to  the  decay  of  Warham,  which-lofl  its  har- 
bour, for  want  of  depth  of  water  ;  in  confcquence 
of  which  the  fhips  reforted  to  Poole,  and  it,  by 
little  and  little,  increafed  to  its  prefent  bignefs.  It 
ig  at  prefent  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  ports  in 
the  weft  of  England,  and  feveral  of  its  merchants 
have  reprefcnted  it  in  parliament.  The  inhabi- 
tants carry  on  a  great  trade  to  the  Weft- Indies, 
Newfoundland  and  France.  Here  is  great  plenty 
cf  excellent  fifh,  with  which  this  town  fupplies 
Wiltfliire,  and  the  inland  parts  of  Somerfetrnire. 
This  place  is  particularly  remarkable  for  the  ex- 
'  traordinary  plenty  of  mackrel,  and  for  the  beil 
and  largeft  oyfters  in  this  part  of  England;  and 
thefe  being  pickled  and  barrelled  up  here,  are  fent, 
not  only  to  London,  but  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  the 
Weft-Indies.  Great  quantities  of  Purbeck  ftone, 
corn  and  pulfe,  are  alfo  exported  from  hence.  The 
market  is  on  Mondays  and  Thurfdays,  and  it  has 
a  free  mart  for  -toys,  on  the  firft  Thurfday  in  No- 
vember, 

Wareham,  or  Warham,  is  feated  about  nine 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Poole,  twenty-four 
fcuth  of  Shaftft)ury,  and  109  to  the  weftv-ard  of 
London,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  above  bay,  and  is 
faid  to  ftand  in  the  moft  healthy  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, notwichftanding  its  being  almoft  on  every  fide 
furrounded  with  water,  it  having  the  river  Frome 
on  the  fouth,  the  Piddle  on  the  north,  and  the  Bay, 
jfito  which  they  fall,  on  the  eaft.  The  inhabi- 
tants fay,  that  it  rofe  out  of  the  ruins  of  Stow- 
b.brough,  now  a  village  on  the  other  Tide  of  the 
Frome,  in  the  i(le  of  Purbeck,  and  is  reputed  to 
be  the  m.oft  ancient  borough  in  this  county  5  it- 
i^aving  been   a  Roman  town.    ,Dr.  Stukeley  ob- 

VoL.  Ill,  K  ferves. 
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ferves,  that  a  great  fquare  Is  here  encompafled  by 
a  vallum  of  earth,  and  a  deep  drtch,  and  that 
there  has  been  a  caftle  by  the  water-fide  weft  of 
the  bridge,  built  by  William  the  Conqueror,  per- 
haps upon  a  Roman  foundation.  The  dodtor  was 
told,  that  Roman  coins  have  been  alfo  found  here. 
It  had  once  no  lefsjhan  feventeen  churches  be- 
longing to  it,  which  are  now  reduced  to  three,  St. 
Martin's,  Trinity  church,  and  St.  Mary's.  Warham 
confifts  only  of  two  ftreets,  croffing  each  other, 
whofe  houfes  are  but  mean.  It  was  anciently  in- 
clofed  with  a  wall  and  ditch,  and  had  a  caftle, 
which  are  now  demoliflied,  infomuch,  that  there 
remains  only  the  ditch,  and  a  clofe,  called  the 
Caftle  Clofe,  to  fhow  where  is  ftood.  The  churches 
are  but  mean,  except  the  tower  of  St.  Mary's, 
v/hich  is  the  chief  ornament  of  the  town.  In 
Leland's  time,  the  greateft  length  of  Warham, 
was  from  north  to  fouth,  and  at  the  fouth  end 
there  was  a  handfome  bridge  of  fix  arches  over  the 
Frome,  but  the  place  where  the  wall  ftood,  they 
had  turned  into  gardens  for  the  plantation  of  gar- 
lick.  The  prefent  charter,  which  was  granted 
by  queen  Anne,  places  the  town  under  the  go- 
vernment of  a  mayor,  a  recorder,  fix  capital  bur- 
gefies,  and  twelve  common-councilmen,  with  their 
afEftants.  By  virtue  of  this  eftablifliment,  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  preceding  mayor,  are  con- 
ftituted  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  the  two  ftrft  be- 
ing of  the  quorum,  are  empowered  to  hold  their 
own  feftions.  The  choice  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  is  in  all  the  inhabitants,  paying  fcot 
and  lot,  who  are  about  150,  and  the  returning 
ofHcer  is  the  mayor.  In  Edward  the  Confeflbr's 
time,  it  had  148  houfes,  and  xm<io  mete-mafters  ; 
yet  in  William  the  Conqueror's  reign,  the/e  v/ere 
Vut  feventy  5  but  after  this,  it  flouriihed  fo  great- 
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ly,  that  it  was  fortified  with  walls,  2nd  a  very 
ftrong  caftle,  as  before  mentioned.  Henry  the  Se- 
cond, in  1142,  befieged  and  took  the  caftle; 
which  was  defended  by  Robert  de"  Lacy,  in  be- 
half of  king  Stephen.  It  was  afterwards  befieged 
by  Robert  de  Lincoln,  and  at  length  fell  into  fuch 
decay,  that  it  never  afterv/ards  recovered  itfelf. 
In  thofe  wars  the  town  fufFered  greatly,  as  it  has 
alfo  done  by  fire  ;  but  more  efpecially  by  the  re- 
treat of  the  fea  from  it.  The  market  is  on  Sa- 
turdays, and  there  are  three  fairs,  on  April  7.  July 
5,  and  September  11,  for  hogs  and  cheefe. 

The  foil  about  Warham  produces  a  great  quan- 
tity of  garlick,  but  the  principal  trade  of  the 
town,  is  in  tobacco-pipe  clay,  of  which  the  beft  in 
Great  Britain  is  dug  out  of  an  eminence  in  the 
neighbourhood,  called  Plunger  Hill. 

LuLWORTH  Caftle  is  about  feven  miles  fouth- 
weft  of  Warham,  and  is  the  beft  feat  in  the  whole 
county  J  it  was  built  by  Thomas  Howard,  earl  of 
Suffolk,  after  the  defign  of  Inigo  Jones,  and  is  a 
beautiful  fquare  ftrudure  ;  at  each  corner  of  which 
is  a  round  tower,  five  ftories  high,  and  on  the 
top  there  are  battlements,  as  well  as  on  the 
tops  of  the  other  walls.  It  ftands  near  the  fea, 
over  which  it  commands  a  fine  profpe6l ;  and  has 
alfo  a  large  park  well  ftocked  with  dear.  It  is 
now  the  feat  of  Mr.  Weld. 

We  now  come  to  what  is  improperly  called  the 
ifiand  of  Purbeck  5  for  it  not  being  entirely  di- 
vided from  the  continenv,  but  encompalfed  by 
the  fea,  the  above  bay,  and  a  part  of  the  river 
Frome,^  on  all  fides,  except  the  weft,  it  can  only 
be  confidered  as  a  peninfula.^  It  is  about  twelve 
miles  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  eight  in 
breadth  from  north  to  fouth.  The  land,  in  the 
fouthern  parts,  bordering  on  the  river  Frome, 
is  very  fertile  3  but  the  other  parts  are  full  of 
K  2  heaths 
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heaths  and  woody  forefts,  {locked  with  fallow  deei?. 
There  are  here  quarries  of  an  excellent  fort  of 
flag-ftone,  exceeding  hard,  ufed  for  paving  and 
from  the  name  of  the  place  denominated  Purbeck- 
flone;  befides  other  quarries  that  yield  (lone  pro- 
per for  building  ;  and  it  is  commonly  faid,  that 
Salifbury  church  was  built  with  ftones  brought 
from  hence. 

In  the  middle  of  this  peninfula  flood  Corfe 
Caftle,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by 
king  Edgar,  whofe  fecond  wife  Elfrida,  foori 
made  it  famous  for  the  execrable  murder  of  king 
Edward  the  martyr,  the  fon  of  king  Edgar,  by 
his  firft  v/ife.  That  young  prince  pafling  one  day, 
as  he  was  returning  from  hunting  near  Corfe- 
caftle,  where  his  mother-in-law  Elfrida  refided, 
with  her  fon  Ethelred,  rid  off  from  his  company, 
to  pay  her  a  vifit.  Elfrida,  being  told  the  king 
v/as  at  the  gate,  ran  to  receive  him,  and  urged 
him  very  earnetty  to  alight  from  his  horfe,  and 
come  in  to  refrefli  himfelf ;  but  as  his  defign  was 
only  to  pay  his  refpe6ts  to  her  as  he  went  by  her 
caftle,  he  would  only  accept  a  glafs  of  wine  to 
drink  her  health;  but  the  young  king  had  no 
fooncrlifted  it  to  his  mouth,  than  a  ruffian,  by  her 
■order,  ftabbed  him  in  the  back  with  a  dagger. 
Perceiving  himfelf  wounded,  he  fet  fpurs  to  his 
horfe,  which  foon  carried  him  out  of  fight;  but 
not  being  able  to  keep  his  fad  die,  on  account  of 
his  lofs  of  blood,  he  fell  from  his  horfe,  and  his 
foot  hanging  in  the  ftirrup,  he  was  dragged  a 
good  way  before  his  horfe  flopped,  by  the  houfe 
of  a  poor  blind  woman  that  llood  in  the  road. 
There  the  people  fent  after  him  by  Elfrida,  trac- 
ing him  by  his  blood,  found  him  dead  ;  when  El- 
frida, in  orde/  to  conceal  this  horrid  deed,  Vv'hich 
"Was  known  only  to  her  domefticks,  caufed  the 
corpfe   to  be  thrown  into  a  weil.     Elfrida,  after 
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Tome  time,  made  the  ufual  atonement,  by  found- 
ing two  nunneries,  and  taking  a  religious  habit. 

Vhis  caille  was  a  place  of  great  confequence 
for  many  ages  j  for  when  Simon  Monford  took 
Henry  the  I'hird  prifoner,  in  the  forty-fecond  year 
of  his  reign,  it  was  one  of  the  three  fortrclTcs, 
which  he  required  to  be  delivered  up  to  him  ;  and 
it  was  afterwards  chofen  by  Mortimer,  for  the 
prifon  of  king  Edward  the  Second.  It  was  re- 
paired by  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  and  was  in 
the  pofiefTion  of  the  lord  chief  judice  Ranks,  when 
his  lady,  in  the  civil  wars,  defended  it  for  king 
Charles  theFirft  ;  but  it  being  at  length  betrayed 
to  the  parliament  forces,  they  plundered  and  de- 
moliflied  it.  Hence  it  is  now  in  ruins,  and  many 
frieces  of  walls  and  pillars  lie  fcattered  up  and 
down,  but  enough  of  it  is  remaining  to  fhew, 
that  it  was  not  only  a  ftrong,  but  magnificent 
f'lru'flure.  That  part  of  the  v/ails  vTliich  are  moft 
entire,  has  on  one  fide  three  rows  of  windows, 
one  above  another.  There  is  alfo  a  part  of  the 
gatev/ay  remaining,  with  a  bridge  leading  to  the 
entrance. 

Beneath  it,  upon  a  confiderablc  rife,  is  the  bo- 
rough of  Corfe-caftle,  which  contains  about  100 
houfes.  l^he  parifh  church  is  a  large,  lofty  build- 
ing covered  with  lead,  dedicated  to  the  above  king 
Edvrard  the  martyr.  When  this  town  v/as  made  a 
borough  is  uncertain  ;  but  we  learn  from  hiftory, 
that  it  had  very  great  privileges  ;  for  thofe  who  had 
been  mayor  were  called  Barons  ;  at  prefent  the 
mayor  for  the  time  being,  and  of  the  preceding 
year  are  juftices  of  the  peace.  The  inhabitants 
who  pay  to  church  and  poor,  who  are  about  eigh- 
ty in  number,  choofe  two  members  to  ferve  in  par- 
liament, who  are  returned  by  the  mayor  and  other 
barons  3  the  market  is  on  Thurfdays,  and  there 
K  3  are 
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are  two  fairs,   on  May  12,  and  October  19,  for 

hogs  and  toys. 

At  three  miles  diftance  to  the  north-eaft  of  the 
peninfula  of  Purbeck  is  Bindon,  a  village  re- 
markable for  a  battle  fought  near  it,  and  a  dou- 
ble formed  camp,  which  ftill  remains  upon  a  hill 
to  the  fouth  of  Bindon.  It  was  of  great  note 
for  its  abbey,  which  was  very  magnificent,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  remains,  though  there  is  little  of  it 
landing,  befides  part  of  a  wall,  and  the  cafes  of 
five  large  windows.  It  belonged  to  the  Ciftercian 
monks,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 
It  was  founded  and  endowed  by  Roger  de  New- 
burgh,  and  his  wife  Maud,  in  the  year  1172. 
It  was  valued  at  the  diflblution  by  Dugdale,  at 
147  1.   a  year  ;    but  by  Speed,  at  229  1. 

We  fhall  now  return  back  to  Cranborn,  and 
proceed  in  the  road  which  extends  fouth-wefl:  to 
DorcheRer,  where  the  firfl  town  of  any  confe- 
quence  is  Blandford,  which  is  feated  fifteen 
miles  fouth-wefl  of  Cranborn,  on  a  bending  of 
the  river  Stour,  before  delightful  meadows  and 
rich  lands.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  towns 
in  the  county,  it  having  very  good  accommoda- 
tions for  travellers  ;  and  the  fcffions  for  the  coun- 
ty is  generally  held  there  once  a  year.  It  con- 
tains about  5CO  houfes,  and  is  a  flourifliing  well 
built  town,  v^'ith  a  bridge  over  the  Stour;  and  is 
much  frequented  by  the  gentry,  who  have  feats 
upon  Burford  downs,  which  extend  from  this 
town  to  Dorchefler.  It  was  burnt  dowm  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  but  was  foon  rebuilt 
in  a  more  handfome  manner  than  before.  After- 
wards, on  the  4th  of  June,  1731,  it  fufFered  the 
fame  dreadful  calamity,  and  was  fo  quickly  con- 
fumed,  that  ^^^  people  had  time  to  fave  any  of 
their  goods  or  merchandize.  As  an  aggravation 
of  this  didrefsj  the  fmall-pox  raged  in  the  town 
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at  the  fame  time ;  and  great  numbers  of  the  fick 
were  taken  out  of  bed  to  efcape  the  flames,  and 
carried  into  the  fields.  But  the  town  has  been 
fincc  rebuilt  in  a  better  manner  tha'n  before.  It 
is  governed  by  iwo  bailiffs,  who  are  annually 
chofen  out  of  the  aldermen  or  capital  burgefles. 
It  gives  the  title  of  marquis  to  the  right  honou- 
rable George  Spencer,  duke  of  Marlborough  ;  and 
has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  with  three  fairs  ;  name- 
Iv,  on  the  7th  of  iXlarch,  the  icth  of  July,  and 
the  8th  of  November.  Its  chief  m.anufaclure 
was  formerly  band-ftrings,  and  afterwards  ftravv^- 
hats  and  bone-lace;  but  the  principal  traders  here 
at  prefent  are  clothiers  and  m.alfters. 

Blandford  is  certainly  of  very  great  antiquity; 
for  there  are  many  barrows  in  its  neighbourhood ; 
and  on  the  26th  of  September,  1758,  a  farmer 
near  this  town  plowed  up  an  urn  which  the 
plough-fhare  broke  j  it  was  full  of  afhes  and  hu- 
man bones,  and  with  them  was  the  head  of  a  ja- 
velin or  rpear,  of  an  uncommon  fize  aod  form, 
much  too  heavy  to  be  eafily  wielded  by  any  com- 
mon man,  it  weighing  thirteen  pounds  and  a 
half:  it  was  twenty-eight  inches  long,  and  the 
focket  three  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter.  There 
was  alfo  in  the  fame  veiTel  an  helmet  of  brafs^ 
which  feemed  to  have  been  curioufly  wrought, 
but  decayed  by  time ;  the  ruft  having  eaten  holes 
through  it  :  its  diameter  was  twelve  inches  three 
quarters  ;  and  it  weighed,  though  fo  much  reduc- 
ed, near  eleven  pounds. 

Thomas  Baftard  a  clergyman,  and  a  poet,  of  the 
fixteenth  and  feventeenth  centuries,  was  born  at 
this  town,  and  educated  at  Winchefter-fchool  ; 
whence  he  removed  to  New  College,  in  Oxford, 
where  he  w^as  chofen  perpetual  fellow,  in  1558, 
and  two  years  after  took  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
arts«  But  indulging  too  much  his  fatirical  vein, 
K  4  he 
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he  was  expelled  the  college  for  a  libel ;  but  not 
long  after,  being  then  in  holy  orders,  he  was 
made  chaplain  to  Thomas,  earl  of  SufFolk-, 
lord  treafurer  of  England,  by  whofe  intereii  he 
obtained  the  vicarage  of  Bere-Regis,  and  the  rec- 
tory ^of  Hamer,  iivhis  native  county.  Towards 
the  latter  end  of  his  life  he  grew  difordered  in  his 
fenfes,  and  being  thrown  into  prifon  for  debt,  he 
there  died  in  a  very  mean  and  obfcure  condition, 
April  the  19th,   1618. 

Thomas  Creech,  an  ingenious  poet  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  century,  was  born  at  Blandford,  ia 
1659,  and  educated  at  the  free-fchool  of  Sher- 
borne, and  at  Wad  ham  college  in  Oxford.  In 
3701,  he  entered  into  orders,  and  was  prefented 
by  liis  coiiege  to  the  living  of  Welling  in  Hert- 
fordOiire  ;  but  before  he  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
it,  he  unfortunately  put  an  end  to  his  own  life  at 
the  univerfity.  Some  afcribe  this  defperate  a6l  to 
a  difappointnient  In  love  :  others  to  a  certain  pee- 
vifhncfs  of  temper,  occafjoiied  by  his  Jiot  meeting 
with  that  rerpe6}  from  the  world,  to  which,  he 
imagined,  his  great  merit  entitled  him.  Hetranf- 
lated  Juvenal,  Horace,  and  feveral  detached  pieces 
of  other  ancient  authors,  into  Englifh  verfe. 

William  Wake,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  was  de~ 
fcendcd  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  family,  and 
born  at  this  town  in  the  year  1657.  He  had  his 
education  at  Chrift  Church  college,  in  Oxford, 
where  he  diftinguiflicd  himfelf  equally  by  his  ge- 
nius and  his  application.  Having  taken  his  de- 
grees, and  entered  into  orders,  he  accompanied, 
in  quality  of  chaplain,  the  lord  vifcount  Prefton, 
ambaiiador  to  the  court  of  France ;  and  upon 
his  return  to  England,  was  chofen  preacher  to 
the  fociety  of  Gray's-Inn.  In  the  reign  of  king 
James  the  Second,   he  ihewed  himfelf,    by  hiji 

writings. 
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\yrltlngs,  a  ftrenuous  advocate  of  the  proteftant 
religion  ;  and  concurring  heartily  in  the  revolu- 
tion, he  was  appointed  deputy-clerk  X)f  the  clofet 
to  king  William  and  queen  iVlary.  After  this, 
he  became  fuccelHvely  canon  of  Chrift-church, 
rector  of  St.  James's,  Weftminfter,  dean  of  Exe- 
ter i  and,  in  1705  he  was  raifed  to  the  fee  of  Lin- 
coln. In  1716,  he  was  tranflated  to  the  archbi- 
Ihopric  of  Canterbury  ;  and  this  high  pofl  he  filled, 
for  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  with  equal  honour 
to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  church.  He  di- 
ed January  the  24th,  1737,  in  the  eightieth  year 
of  his  age.  Befides  his  controverfial  pieces  in  de- 
fence of  the  proteftant  do6lrine,  he  wrote  three 
volumes  of  fermons,  charges,  &c. 

In   the  parifli  of  Gunville,    four   miles    froiii 
Biandford,    is  Eastbury,  the  feat  of  the  right 
honourable  George  Dodington,  Efq;     The  gar- 
dens and  park  are  about  eight  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence.    The  approach  to   the  houfe  is  through  a 
beautiful  little  lawn,  and  paffing  through  a  grand 
arcade,  on  each  fide  of  which  the  offices  are  ran- 
ged, you  afcend  a  flight  of  fteps  eleven  feet  high, 
to  a  noble  portico  crowned  with  a  pediment,  fup- 
ported  by  Doric  columns  forty-fix  feet  in  height, 
,and  extending  fixty-two  feet.     From  hence   you 
enter  a  magnificent  hall,  adorned  with  ftatues  and 
bufts.     At  the   end  of  the  faloon,  which  is  a  no- 
ble room  richly  decorated,  are  three  grand  apart- 
_  ments,   one   hung  with    crimfon  velvet,  another 
v/ith  flowered  velvet,  and  a  third  with  fattin.     At 
the  other  end   of  the  faloon    are  a  drawing  room 
and    large  dining-room.     The   marble  tables    in 
thefe  rooms  are  exceeding  fine  3  they  belonged  to 
ene  ot    the   Italian  palaces,     from   whence  they 
were  brought  to  England. 

At  a   fmall   diftance  from   Biandford   is    Port^ 

man'^    ciifF,    a  hill    planted    with  many    ftateiy 

K  5  '      trees. 


226  J  T)nsCKtPltlO^   sf 

trees,  In  a  beautiful  and  fimple  irregularity.  The 
fine  turf,  and  foft  moiTy  walks,  with  the  river 
StGur,  which  runs  in  the  valley  below,  render 
this  a  delightful  fpot.  The  houfe  belonging  to 
it  makes  an  agreeable  figure,  but  is  not  very  re- 
jnarkable* 

MiltoN-Abbass,  or  Middleton,  is  fituated 
fix  miles  fouth-weft  of  Blandford,  thirteeen 
liorth-eaft  of  Dorchefter,  and  123  from  London. 
It  is  a  fmall  market  town,  that  has  nothing  re- 
markable, except  its  abbey  or  monaftery  of  Be- 
nedictine monks,  erected  by  king  Athelflan,  thaC 
they  might  pray  for  the  foul  of  his  brother  Ed- 
win* This  ftrudure  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
and  St.  Sampfon  the  archbifhop.  The  occafion 
of  ere6ling  it  is  faid  to  be  this.  King  Athelflan 
having,  upon  a  falfe  accufation,  ordered  his 
younger  brother  Edwin  to  be  banifbed,  caufed 
him  to  be  put  into  a  boat,  without  either  fails  or 
oars,  which  occafioned  his  being  drowned.  That 
prince  being  afcerwards  concerned  for  this  cruel 
action,  thought  to  expiate  his  crime  by  building 
two  monafteries,  one  of  which  was.  this  at  Alil- 
ton,  which  was  valued  at  the  diUblution  by  Dug- 
dale,  at  578  1.  a  year,  but  by  Speed,  at  720!* 
Part  of  this  abbey  is  now  in  ruins,  but  the 
church,  which  is  flill  flanding,  has  the  appear-* 
ance  of  a  cathedral.  This  town  has  a  fmall  mar- 
ket  on  Mondays. 

Fives  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Milton,  is 
Bere-Regis,  a  fmall  place,  that  Hands  upon  a 
rivulet  of  its  own  name,  near  its  influx  into  the 
river  Piddle.  It  has  a  fmall  market  on  Wednef- 
days,  and  a  fair,  kept  on  Woodbury-hill,  near 
'this  town,  on  the  1 8th  of  September,  for  all  forts 
of  cattle,  cloth,  hops,  and  haberdafhery  wares. 
This  hill  is  fortified  on  the  top  with  double 
ditches  ^  on  which  account  fome  have  taken  it  for 
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a  Roman  ftation  3  but  Horfley  takes  no  notice  of 
it  as  fuch, 

PuBDLETON,  vvhlcli  rcctives  Its  name  from 
its  fituation  near  the  river  Puddle,  -is  fituated  five 
miles  and  a  half  to  the  v/eft  of  Bere-Regis,  and 
betu'een  two  and  three  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the 
great  road  to  Dorchefter,  and  was  formerly  a  mar- 
ket town,  but  has  fallen  to  decay. 

We  now  come  to  Dorchester,  the  chief 
town  in  the  county,  which  is  fituated  nine  miles 
north  of  Weymouth,  fixteen  fouth-v/eft  of  Blan- 
ford,  and  124  to  the  weft  ward  of  London.  It  is 
feated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Frome,  and  was 
famous  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  when  it  was 
called  Durnovaria,  and  a  great  number  of  Roman 
coins  have  been  frequently  dug  up  there.  The 
Roman  road,  called  Ikening-ftreet,  enters  the 
town,  and  the  country  people  imagine,  that  the 
part  of  it  near  Dorchefter  was  formed  in  the 
night  by  the  Devil.  It  has  been  mended  in  va- 
rious places  with  chalk  and  flints,  but  in  fo  care- 
lefs  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Stukely  jocofely  fays, 
that  the  Romans  worked  with  fhovels,  and  the 
moderns  with  tea  fpoons  j  it  is  alfo  moftly  enclofed, 
and  perpetually  obftruded  by  gates,  to  the  great 
hindrance  of  travellers,  to  whom  the  public  ways 
ihould  always  be  laid  open.  The  Ikening-ftreet 
is  here  called  the  Ridgeway,  becaufe  it  rifes  in 
a  high  ridge,  with  many  vallies  on  both  fides. 
The  compofition  of  the  road  is  wholly  of  flints, 
gathered  off  the  lands.  Thefe  are  formed  into  a 
tine  bank  covered  with  turf. 

Dorchefter  is  a  good  regular  town,  ftanding 
conformable  to  the  four  cardinal  points,  and  has 
the  river  on  its  north  fide.  It  had  four  gates,  one  in 
the  middle  of  each  fide,  and  was  encompafTed 
with  a  ftrong  wail  and  ditch,  if  not  two.  On 
the  weft  fide  great  part  of  the  old  Roman  wall  is 

ftill 
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flill    {landing,  which  is   twelve    feet   thick,   and 
built  v/ith  rag-flones,    laid  obliquely  fide   by  fide, 
and  then  covered  over  with  very  flrong  mortar. 
The  next  courfe  generally  leans  the  contrary  way, 
and  now  and  thenthereare  threehorizontal  ftones, 
for  binding  them  together,  becaufe  there  are  flints 
among  them.     It   is  broken  and    battered  every 
where,    as    if  people   could   not  bear   the  fight, 
though  this  could  not  be  done   Vi^ithout  great  la- 
bour.    The  foundations  of  the   Roman  wall  ap- 
pears quite  round  the  town  ;  but  eaftward  there  is 
a  ftreet  built  upon  it,  and  the  ditch  is  filled  up  ; 
however,  it  is   ftili  called  the  walls.     That  way 
the  town  is  fwelled  outiritoa  confiderable  village, 
with  a  church  and  handfome   tower,  called  For- 
dington,    but  corruptly   Farington.     There    are 
three  churches,  among  which  that  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  is  a  handfome  ftruilure  ;  and  on  the  fouth 
and  weft  fides  without  the  walls,  is  a  fine  walk  of 
trees,  with  an  agreeable  profpeel  on  each  fide  into 
the    fields.     The   winding   of    the  river    to   the 
north,  fpolls   the   fquare  of  the   town  that  way. 
There  is  an  area  of  a  caftle,  out  of  whofe  ruins 
the  grey  friars  were  built  j  but  now  all  the  works 
iare  entirely  ruined.     The  banks  of  the  river  here 
are  fteep,  for  the  town   ftands  on  high  ground  ; 
and  beyond  the  river  there  are  meadows  and  warm 
fandy  lands  ;  but  on  this  fide  there  are  fine  chalky 
downs,  pleafant  to  ride  in,  and  abounding  in  ex- 
cellent corn.  The  air  is  pure  and  wholefome,  and 
the  Himate  warm,  it  being  of  a  fufficient  diftance 
-  from  the  fea.   The  level  of  the  old  city  was  much 
lower  than  the  prefent;  for  the  antiquities  which 
are    found   in    great  numbers,    always   lie  deep. 
Some    farmers    going    to    level    a  great   barrow, 
the  people    of    Fordington    rofe    in   arms,     and 
prevented  them.     There  is  a  particular  ftone  ufed 
herCj  fetched  from  a   quarry  fouthward,  in   the 

way 
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way  to  V/eymouth,  which  is  a  flag-ftone  of  large 
dimcnfions,  but  not  very  thick.  The  furface  of 
it  is  curioufly,  and  regularly  indented  or  waved, 
like  a  mat  made  with  cables.  It  h  very  conve- 
nient for  paving,  and  the  natural  undulations  pre-, 
vent  its  being  llippery.  They  in  many  places 
make  fences  for  the  ground  with  them,  by  fetting , 
them  up  endways  in  a- pretty  manner. 

The  other  remarkable  buildings  are,  the  {hire 
hall  and  the  county  jail.     The  ftreets  are  neatly 
paved,  and   have  regular    houfes,  generally  built 
with  ftone,  fmce  the  dreadful  lire,  which  alipoft 
confumed  the  whole  town,  in  the  year  1613.     In 
the  reign  of  Edv/ard  th'e  ConfeiTor,  there  were  172 
houfes  in  Dorchefter  ;  but  in  the  time  of  the  fur- 
vey,  there  were  but  eighty-eight,  the  reft  having 
been  deftroyed.      The  corporation   confifts  of    a 
mayor,  a  recorder,  two  bailiffs,  fix  aldermen,  fix 
capital  burgeiTes,  and  twenty-four  common-coun- 
cil-men, who  are  to  take  care  of  the  liberties  and 
trade  of  the  tow^n.     There  are  three  alms-houfes, 
one  of  which  is  very  handfom.e  and  well  endowed. 
There  is   alfo  a  good  free-fchool.     There  was  a 
Francifcan  friary  here,  as  was  hinted  above,  found- 
ed by  the  anceftors  of  Sir  John  Chedioc,  and  de- 
dicated to  St.  Francis.     In  this  tov/n  the  aflizes 
are  kept  as  well    as  the  quarter   feffions,  and   the 
knights  of  the  (hire  are  chofen  here.     It  fends  two 
members   to  parliament,  who  are  chofen   by  all 
the  inhabitants   who  pay  fcot  and  lot.     At  a   poll 
tak  n   in    the     reign   of     V/iiliam   the     Third, 
they  were  upwards  of  3C0,  which  has   fmce   in- 
crcafed  by   admitting    honorary  burgelTes.     Dor- 
chcfter  v/as  formerly  famous  for  cakes,  and  of  late 
for  beer,  great    quantities   of  which   are  fold   in. 
London.   It  had  once  a  manufacture  of  bread  cloth 
and  fer^c,  but  the  nianufa(5tory  of  broad  cloth    is 
entirely  lofl,  and  the  krgz  trade  is  at  prefent  very 

incon- 
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inconfiderable.  The  principal  bufinefs  of  the. 
place  is  breeding  fheep,  of  v/hich  there  are  faid  to 
be  no  lefs  than  6oo,ooo  fed  within  fix  miles  of 
the  town  :  the  ews  generally  bring  tv/o  lambs, 
which  is  imputed  to  the  wild  thyme,  and  other  aro- 
matic herbage,  which  here  grow  upon  the  downs 
in  great  plenty.  The  flieep  and  lambs  are  bought 
up  by  the  farmers  of  Bedfordfiiire,  Buckingham- 
fhire,  Oxfordfhire,  Kent,  and  Surry,  to  fupply 
thofe  parts  of  England, 

DorchePcer  gives  the  title  of  marquis  to  the  right 
honourable  Evelyn  Pierpoint,  duke  of  Kingfton. 
It  has  a  market  on  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays, 
with  four  fairs  J  namely,  on  the  I2th  of  Februa- 
ry for  cattle,  and  particulary  all  forts  of  fheep  j  on 
Trinity-Monday,  and  July  5,  for  fheep,  lambs, 
and  all  forts  of  cattle,  and  on  the  5th  of  Augufl, 
for  all  forts  of  cattle,  fheep,  wool,  and  leather. 

PouNDBURY,  flands  half  a  mile  weft  of  Dor- 
chefler,  upon  the  brink  of  the  river,  which  is  ve- 
ry fleep,  and  was,  according  to  Dr.  Stukely, 
Vefpafian's  camp,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the 
conqueft  of  the  Belgae.  It  is  of  a  fquare  form, 
and  has  a  high  rampart,  but  the  ditch  is  inconfi- 
derable,  except  at  the  angle  by  the  river.  The 
chief  entrance  was  on  the  fouth  fide.  There  like- 
wife  feems  to  have  been  an  entrance  next  the 
river,  but  made  with  great  art,  a  narrow  path  be- 
ing drawn  between  the  edge  of  the  precipice  and 
the  vallum,  fo  that  it  was  abfolutely  impoiTible  to 
force  a  paffage  that  way.  The  ground  of  the  camp 
rifes  in  the  middle.  . 

Near  Dorchefter  is  alfo  another  Roman  camp, 
called  Maiden  Caftle,  which  Dr.  Stukely  ima- 
gines, was  the  ^ftiva  of  the  Durnovarian  garri- 
fon.  It  is  of  a  vaft  extent,  prodigioufly  ftrong, 
and  appears  to  have  been  formed  in  the  inferior 
times  of  the  empire.     It  has  every  where  a  double 
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ditch  of  extraordinary  depth,  and  a  double  ram- 
pier,  in  fome  places  triple,  or  more.  It  takes  in 
the  whole  fummit  of  a  large  hill ;  and  within  it 
feems  as  if  two  camps,  a  ditch  and- vallum  run  a- 
crofs.with  each  its  entry  of  very  perplexed  work. 
"  Certainly,  fays  the  above  author,  for  healthful 
*^'  air  and  profpecl,  this  is  a  mofi:  delightful  place, 
*'  and  for  the  fight  of  barrows,  I  believe,  not  to 
''  be  equalled  in  the  world,  for  they  reach  ten 
"  miles.'' 

We  ought  not  to  omit  the  remains  of  the  no- 
ble amphitheatre,  ilill  to  be  feen  near  Dorcheftcre 
It  is  fituated  on  a  plain  in  the  open  fields, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fouth-weft  of  the  town 
walls,  with  a  fine  afcent  all  the  way,  clofe  by  the 
Roman  road,  extending  from  thence  to  Wey- 
mouth. The  vulgar  call  it  Maumbury,  but  have 
no  notion  of  its  purpofe,  though  the  terrace  at 
the  top  is  a  noted  place  o(  rendezvous,  as  airord- 
ing  a  pleafant  circular  walk,  and  a  profpecl  of 
the  tov/n  ;  and  wide  plain  of  corn  fields  all  around. 
From  hence  v/e  fee  the  Roman  camp,  called 
Poundbury,  and  fouthward  that  of  Maiden  Caf- 
tie,  both  juft  defcribed.  More  foutherly  thefum- 
mits  of  the  hills,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  are 
covered  with  incredible  numbers  of  Celtic  bar- 
rovr's.  One  may  imagine  the  beauty  of  its  prof- 
pe(fl:,  and  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  walk  hither, 
upon  the  fine  carpet,  like  that  of  Salifbury  plain, 
when  all  was  in  its  firft  perfedion  ;  but  at  prefent 
it  is  ploughed  up  to  the  very  ficirt  of  the  amphi- 
theatre, both  .within  and  v/ithout.  It  is  obferva- 
ble,  that  half  the  work  is  above,  and  half  belov/ 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  out  of  a  folid  bed  of 
chalk.  The  learned  author  juft  mentioned,  fup- 
pofes  the  method  of  building  of  it  was,  by  join- 
ing folid   chalk,  cut  fquare   like  ftones,  and  that 
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mortar  made  of   burnt  chalk    was  run   into  the 
joints. 

When  you  ftand  In  the  centre  of  the  entrance, 
it  opens  v/ith  all  the  grandeur  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed. Indeed  the  jambs  are  fomevvhat  worn  away, 
and  the  plough  every  year  encroaches  on  its 
verge.  It  is  of  an  oval  form  j  and  the  ihorteft  di- 
ameter externally,  is  to  the  longed,  as  four  to 
five  ;  and  that  of  the  area  within,  as  two  to  three, 
v^hich  is  the  fame  proportion,  as  that  of  the  am- 
phitheatre af  Lucca  in  Italy.  The  tvi^o  centres 
upon  the  tranfverfe  diameter  are  ico  feet  diftant; 
and  the  ends  of  the  oval,  are  ftruck  with  a  radius 
ol  fixty  feet,  fet  upon  each  of  thofe  centres. 
While  the  centres  that  defcribe  the  fide  lines  are 
formed,  by  fetting  ofF  eighty -five  feet  on  each  fide 
the  diameter,  from  the  centre  of  excentricity. 
Thus,  from  thefe  four  centres,  the  whole  is  deli- 
neated ;  the  area  being  originally  about  140  feet 
diameter  the  ibortefl:  way,  and  220  the  longeft. 
On  the  top  Is  a  terrace,  twelve  feet  broad  at  leafl, 
befides  the  parapet,  which  is  outwardly  five  feet 
broad,  and  four  high.  There  are  three  ways 
leading  up  to  it ;  one  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
Work  over  the  cave,  and  one  on  each  fide,  upon 
the  fhorteft  diameter.  The  cave,  or  receptacle 
of  the  gladiators,  v/ild  beafts,  &c.  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  at  the  upper  end,  under  the  afcent  to 
'the  terrace,  and  to  have  coniifted  of  vaults,  un- 
der that  part  of  the  body  of  the  work,  but  which 
are  nov/  in  ruins.  As  to  the  feats,  they  were  con- 
trived to  be  twice  as  broad  as  high,  their  height 
being  little  more  than  a  foot,  and  their  breadth 
not  above  two  feet  and  a  half;  half  that  fpace  be- 
ing alloted  for  the  feat  of  the  lowermoft,  and  the  . 
other  half  for  the  feet  of  the  uppermorr.  Thefe 
feats  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  twenty-four  iii 
liUniber,  rifing  cue  above  another,   and  to  have 

afforded 
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afTorded  room  for  12960   fpeilators  commodioufly 
feated  at  the  fame  time. 

About  fix  miles  north  of  Dorchefler  is  Cerne, 
which  was  remarkable  in  former  tirnes  for  a  rich, 
handfome  and  fiourifliiiig  abbey  of  black  monks. 
It  is  faid  that  Auftin  the  monk,  having  converted 
Kent,  travelled  with  his  companions  into  the 
more  remote  parts  of  king  Ethelbert's  dominions, 
preaching  the  gofpel.  Coming  into  Dorfetfliirc, 
a  great  number  of  people  offered  themfelves  to  be 
baptized,  at  a  place  Vv'here  there  was  no  water 
near  ;  upon  which  a  fountain  immediately  fprung 
up,  according  to  the  legend,  to  fupply  that  want, 
which  has  from  that  time  been  called  St.  Auftin's 
fountain.  It  was  here  that  Edvvald,  brother  to 
St.  Edmund  the  king  and  m.artyr,  led  a  hermit's 
life  ;  and  dying  with  the  reputation  of  great  fanc- 
tity,  vi^as  buried  near  this  place.  This  was  the 
reafon,  that  Egelwaid  eref^ed  a  monafterv  ever 
his  relicks,  which  his  fon  Ailmer,  earl  of  Corn- 
wall, in  the  year  987,  endowed  with  divers  \zr,ck» 
It  was  valued  at  the  dillblution  at  5161.  a  year  by 
Dugdale,  but  at  623  1.  by  Speed,  The  abbey  has 
been  longfmce  demolifned,  upon  which  the  town 
near  it  v/ent  to  decay.  It  is  feated  in  a  dry  bot- 
tom, watered  v/ith  a  fine  rivulet,  and  in  a  cham- 
paign delightful  country.  It  has  flill  a  good  mar- 
ket on  ednefdays  for  corn,  flieep,  and  live  cat- 
tle ;  and  three  fairs,  on  Midlent-Monday,  Holy 
'  Thurfday,  and  October  2,  for  horfes,  bullocks 
^nd  hogs. 

Four  m.iles  to  the  north-weft  of  Dorchefter  is 
FFv-AMpton",  which  is  fo  called  from  its  b:ing 
feated  on  the  river  Frome,  in  a  very  pleafant  fitu- 
ation.  This  river  affords  excellent  trout  and 
other  fifh.  The  lord  of  the  manor  has  a  fine 
feat  here,  built  with  Portland  fiione.  The  town 
has  a  market  on  Thurfdays,  and  four  fairs^  name- 
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ly,  on  the  ift  of  March,  the  7th  of  May,  the  ift 
of  Auguft,  and  the  4th  of  September,  for  ail  forts, 
of  cattle. 

Hermitage,  is  a  village  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  Frampton,  and  has  one  fair,  on  Auguft 
26,  for  Bullocks,  horfes,  fheep  and  wool. 

We  fliall  now  proceed  in  the  road  which  leads 
to  Melcomb-Regis,  which  is  fo  called,  becaufe 
it  was  anciently  the  king's  demefne,  and  (lands  op- 
pofite  to  Weymouth,  on  each  fide  of  the  little  ri- 
ver Wey,  which  i^ifes  at  Uphill,  and  falls  into 
the  fea  between  thefe  two  towns.  Hence  Wey- 
mouth obtained  its  name.  Thefe  tov/ns  are  fitua- 
ted  nine  miles  fouth  of  Dorchefter,  and  132  to 
the  v/eftward  of  London.  Melcomb-Regis  has 
four  pretty  broad  ftreets,  with  houfes,  chieHy 
built  of  fione,  though  not  very  high  ;  and  it  is 
better  furnifned,  both  with  dwelling- houfes  and 
warehoufes,  than  Weymouth.  Here  is  a  good 
market-place  and  town-hall,  to  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation  come  from  Weymouth 
to  attend  the  public  buiinefs.  In  the  middle  of 
the  town  ftands  the  church-,  where  the  inhabitants 
of  Weymouth  alfo  generally  attend  divine  fer- 
vice.  Melcomb  fent  members  to  parliament  in 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  the  Firft,  before  Wey- 
mouth had  that  privilege  ;  and  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  Third,  was  in  fo  flouriihing  a 
condition,  that  it  was  appointed  a  ftaple  by  a6l  of 
parliament ;  but  for  its  quarrels  with  Weymouth, 
its  privileges  as  a  port,  were  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  the  Sixth  removed  to  Poole  ;  but  in  that 
of  queen  Elizabeth  were  reftored  by  a£l:  of  parlia- 
ment, which  was  confirmed  in  the  next  reign,  on 
condition,  that  Melcomb  and  Weymouth  fhould 
form  but  one  corporation,  and  enjoy  their  privi- 
leges in  common.  This  united  corporation  con- 
fifts  of  a  mayor,  who  returns  the  writs  for  elecl-t 
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^e  members  of  parliament,  a  recorder,  two  bail- 
Ais,  feveral  aldermen,  the  number  of  whom  is 
uncertain  ;  yet  they  fend  four  members  to  parlia- 
ment, as  if  they  ilill  continued  two  corporations. 
The  electors  are  all  the  freeholders,  whether  inha- 
bitants or  not.  They  did  not  formerly  amount  to 
200,  but  not  many  years  ago  they  were  increafed 
to  upwards  of  650.  The  port,  however,  gene- 
rally goes  by  the  name  of  Weymouth,  and  is  faid 
to  be  the  bed  frequented  harbour  in  the  county. 
The  paflage  between  Pvlel  comb -Regis  and  Wey- 
mouth, was  once,  according  to  Leland,  perform- 
ed by  a  ferry-boat,  by  means  of  a  rope,  v/ithout 
the  help  of  oars  ;  but  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  king  James  the  Firft,  a  commiodious 
bridge  of  timber,  confifting  of  feventeen  arches, 
v/as  built  from  Melcomb  to  Weymouth,  chiefly 
by  the  contribution  of  fome  citizens  of  London. 
This  bridge  falling  to  decay,  was  rebuilt  fome 
years  ago  by  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  William  Har- 
vey, John  Ward,  and  Reginald  A^arriot,  Efqrs; 
who  then  reprefented  this  corporation  in  parlia- 
ment. 

Weymouth  is  in  a  low  fituation,  yet  is  a 
clean,  agreeable  place.  It  has  a  cuflom-houfe, 
and  a  good  quay,  and  formerly  carried  on  a  con- 
fiderable  trade  to  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Weft-Indies  ;  the  Newfoundland  trade  ftill 
thrives  here  ;  the  wine  trade  is  alfo  very  confider- 
able,  and  the  place  has  a  large  correfpondence  in 
the  country,  for  the  confumption  of  its  returns. 

On  the  14th  of  December  1753,  a  large  fper- 
macgti  whale  was  caft  on  the  fands  called  the  Nar- 
rov/s,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town.  It  mea- 
fured  fifty-two  feet  feven  inches  from  the  head 
to  the  tail,  was  ninety  feet  round,  the  upper 
jaw  fifteen  feet,  and  the  lower  jaw  twelve,  in 
which   were  fifty- two  teeth,    each  eight   inches 
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long  ;  but  none   In  the  upper,  there  being  c-nly 
fockets  to  receive  thofe  of   the  lower. 

Thepeninfula  called  the  iile  of  Portland,  llci; 
S  little  to  the  fouth  of  Weymouth.  The  Tea  is 
faid  to  have  formerly  flowed  round  it,  though  it 
is  now  joined  to  Dorfetfhire  by  a  beach,  called 
Chcfnl  Bank,  which  the  furge  has  thrown  up. 
Whence  this  peninfula  derived  its  name,  is  not 
certainly  knov/n  ;  fome  fuppofe  it  arofe  from  its 
frtuation,  oppofite  the  port  of  Weymouth,  and 
others  from  a  Saxon,  who  infefted  the  Britifh 
coafts  about  the  year  523,  and  made  this'iHand 
his  retreat.  We  find  no  mention  made  of  it,  till 
towards  the  decleniion  of  the  Saxon  government, 
when  it  fultered  greatly  by  the  Danes,  If  we  ex- 
clude the  long  narrow  neck  of  land,  which  joins 
it  to  the  main,  it  is  not  above  feven  miles  in  com- 
pafs.  But  though  it  afFords  plenty  of  corn  and 
paflure,  it  is  thinly  inhabited  ;  for  wood  and  coals 
nrc  fo  fcarce,  that  the  inhabitants  are  under  the 
noceffity  of  ufing  dry  cow-dung  for  fuel.  The 
land  is  fo  high,  that  in  clear  weather  it  is  feen  above 
half  way  ovcx  the  Engliin  channel  ;  for  the  coafl  is 
rendered  maccelTible  by  high  and  dangerous  rocks, 
which  raifes  the  fides  of  the  peninfula  higher  than 
the  middle,  where  it  is  flat  and  low,  except  on 
the  north  fide,  v/here  it  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  caf- 
tle,  built  by  king  Henry  VIII.  and  another  ere6led 
on  the  oppofite  (hore, called  Sanford  caftle,  which, 
is  of  a  more  modern  date.  This  lafl:,  however,  is 
in  ruins,  there  being  only  part  of  the  walls  re- 
maining. The  former  commands  all  the  fhips 
that  come  into  the  road,  which,  from  its  flrong 
current,  fetting  in  from  the  Englifh  and  French 
coafts,  is  called  Portland  Race.  Thefe  currents 
render  the  fea  always  turbulent,  and  have  fre- 
quently driven  veilels,  not  aware  of  them,  to  the 
\ycft  of  Portland,  and  wrecked  them  on  CheHil  bank. 
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on  the  two  points  of  which  are  Jight-houfes, 
to  warn  the  mariner  of  his  danger.  ChefTil  bank, 
as  hath  been  already  intimated,  is  a  narrow  ifth- 
mus,  that  joins  this  peninfula  to  the  main  land, 
reaching  jtiorth-weft  to  Abbotfbury,  near  fevea 
miles,  and  running  parallel  to  the  ihore ;  between 
which,  and  the  bank,  is  an  inlet  of  water,  which 
in  fome  places  is  half  a  mile  over  ;  and  in  the 
troaded  part  of  it  is  a  fvvannery,  where  there  are 
faid  to  be  no  lefs  than  7  or  8oco  fvvans.  The 
peninfula  of  Portland  is  famous  for  its  quarries  of 
excellent  ftone,  called  Portland  ftone,  reckoned 
the  beft  in  the  kingdom  for  duration  and  beauty  ; 
and  has  been  made  ufeof  in  London  for  the  build- 
ing of  St.  Paul's,  Weflminiler-bridge,  and  many 
other  public  ftrudiures.  ITpon  the  fliore  of  this 
ifiand  is  found  a  (ea  fhrub,  not  much  unlike  co- 
ral :  when  taken  out  of  the  water  it  grows 
black,  hard,  and  fo  very  brittle,  that  the  lead 
fall  wi'l  break  it. 

The  inhabitants  of  Portland  v/ere  formerly  as 
famous  for  being  the  beft  fiingers  in  England,  as 
the  inhabitants  oi^  Majorca  and  Alinorca,  who  ac- 
quired the  name  of  Baleares,  were  among  the  an- 
cient Greeks  and  Romans. 

Abbotsbury,  which  is  fituated  at  the  well  end 
of  Chelfil  bank,  derives  it  name  from  an  abbey, 
of  which  there  are  fome  remains,  and  is  a  fmall 
town,  feated  within  half  a  mile  of  the  fea.  It 
has  a  market  on  Thurfdays,  and  a  fair  on  July 
10,  for  cattle  and  toys.  The  above  abbey  was 
founded  by  Orcius,  or  Orking,  ftev/ard  to  king 
Canute,  about  the  year  102&  ;  v^'ho  inftituted  here 
a  fociety  of  fecular  canons  ;  but  afterwards,  in  the 
reign  of  Edv/ard  the  ConfefTor,  this  edince  was, 
by  him  cr  his  widow^  changed  into  a  m.onaftery 
of  the  Benedictine  order,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter, 
The  y.early  revenues  of  which  v/as  viilued  5:  the 
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difTolution,  by  Dugdale,  'at  391  I.  a  year,  but 
by  Speed,  at  485  1.  The  extent  of  the  walls, 
which  are  yet  fecn,  fhew  that  it  has  been  a  mag- 
nificent ftrudure. 

Dellwood,  a  village  not  far  from  Abbotfbury, 
has  a  fair  on  the  firft  Wednefday  before  Auguft 
24,  for  cattle. 

We  fhall  now  return  back  to  Dorchefter,  and 
proceed  from  thence,  in  the  road  which  extends 
weftward  to  Bridport.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  this 
road,  and  at  two  or  three  miles  diftance  from  Dor- 
chefter, is  WiNTERBORN  Abbots,  2.  village,  which 
was  an  alien  priory,  to  the  abbey  of  Cluny,  to 
which  this  manor,  and  other  eftates  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, were  given  before  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  king  John. 

At  about  ten  miles  diftance  from  hence  is 
Bridport,  by  fome  called  Burport,  from  the 
river  Bur  on  which  it  ftands.  In  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward the  Confeftbr  this  town  confifted  of  120 
houfes,  but  twenty  of  thefe  were  ruinous,  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror.  Leland  fays,  it 
was  in  his  time  a  very  large  town,  and  that  its 
chief  ftreet  lay  from  eaft  to  weft  ;  and  was  crofted 
by  another  handfome  ftreet,  that  had,  at  the 
north-end  of  it,  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  An- 
drew, where  it  is  reported,  the  parifti  church  for- 
merly ftood,  though  it  now  ftands  in  the  fouth- 
end  of  the  ftreet.  Bridport  was  made  a  borough 
by  king  Henry  the  Third,  and  by  its  charter  was 
leafed  to  the  inhabitants  in  fee-farm,  for  a  fmall 
quit-rent  into  the  Exchequer,  collected  by  the 
bailiffs  of  the  town,  and  payable  at  Michaelmas. 
It  was  incorporated  by  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  afterwards  by  queen  Elizabeth.  By  a  charter 
of  king  James  the  Firft,  two  baiiiffs  were  to  be 
annually  chofen  by  the  capital  burgeftes,  who 
were  to,  be  fifteen  in  number,  including  the  two 
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bailiffs  ;  and  the  corporation  was  impowered  to 
choofe  a  recorder,  and  town-clerk,  who,  with 
the  bailiffs  in  office,  and  the  two  preceding  bai- 
liffs, were  to  be  juftices  of  the  peace.  By  this 
charter,  the  corporation  were  allowed  to  build  a 
prifbn,  to  have  a  common  feal,  and  to  hold  lands 
and  tenements.  The  bailiffs  were  to  have  all 
fines  ;  to  have  two  ferjeants  to  carry  maces  before 
them,  with  other  privileges.  The  fituation  of  the 
town  is  low  and  dirty,  between  two  rivers  ;  they 
had  formerly  a  good  harbour;  and  while  that 
continued,  it  was  a  place  of  great  trade  ;  but  a 
mortality  happening  here,  and  carrying  off  the 
greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  the  harbour  was 
fo  much  neglected,  that  the  entrance  was  barred 
by  the  fand,  thrown  up  by  the  tide  ;  and  though 
an  acSt  of  parliament  paffed  in  1722,  for  reftoring 
the  haven,  and  rebuilding  the  piers,  this  has  ne- 
ver yet  been  performed.  As  the  adjacent  country 
produces  great  plenty  of  excellent  hemp,  this 
town  was  once  famous  for  working  it  up  into 
ropes  and  cables  ;  and  by  a  ftatute  made  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  confirmed  by 
fuccefiive  parliaments  for  about  fixty  years,  it  was 
enabled,  that  the  cordage  of  the  Englifh  navy, 
fhould,  for  a  limited  time,  be  made  in  this  town. 
But  there  are  fcaice  any  remains  of  this  trade,  or 
indeed  of  any  other  at  prefent,  except  what  arifes 
from  its  lying  on  the  great  weftern  road.  Tho' 
the  principal  ilreet  is  broad,  yet  it  is  uneven  and 
ill-paved.  The  church,  which  ftands  in  the 
crofs-ffreet,  is  adorned  with  a  good  embattled 
tower  ;  but  the  town-hall  is  a  mean  flructure,  not- 
withftanding  the  quarter  feffions  for  the  county, 
are  held  in  it  once  a  year.  The  members  of  par- 
liament are  eleded  by  the  houfekeepers ;  and  as 
the  houfes  amount  to  about  208,  there  are  con- 
fequently  fo  many  votes.     The  market -is  held  on 
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Saturdays  ;  and  there  are  three  fairs,  namely,  on 
the  5th  of  April  for  bullocks  and  fneep  ;  on  Holy 
Thurfday,  for  cheefe,  bullocks  and  fheep  ;  and  on 
the  loth  of  October,  for  pedlars-ware  and  cattle. 

Allington  is  a  village  near  Bridport,  that  has 
a  fair  on  July  22,  for  cattle  and  pedlars-ware". 

Chidrick,  a  village  four  miles  fouth-vs^efl  of 
Bridport,  is  remarkable  for  a  caftle,  of  w^hich 
there  are  magnificent  remains,  efpecially  at  one 
end,  where  there  are  two  octagon  lofty- 
towers  ;  and  if  one  may  judge  by  the  ruins,, 
there  were  the  fame  at  the  other  end,  between^ 
which  there  is  a  large  gate,  perhaps  more  proper- 
ly a  gatehoufe.  It  was  anciently  the  lordfhip  and 
feat  of  the  family  of  the  fame  name.  But  after-, 
wards  came  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  the  A- 
rundels,  and  it  lately  belonged  to  tv/o  co-heirefTes- 
of  that  name. 

Ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Bridport  is  Beamis^ 
TER,  or  Beaminster,  which  feems  to  have  had 
a  monaftery  near  it,  as  the  name  imports  ;  but 
we  can  find  no  account  by  whom  it  was  founded, 
nor  when  dcmoliflied.  It  is  feated  on  the  river 
Burt,  and  is  a  prettv  place,  with  a  market  on 
Xhurfdays,  and  one  fair,  on  September  19,  for 
liorfes,  bullocks,  fhecp  and  cheefe. 

About  fix  miles  to  the  fouth-weit  of  Beamlfter, 
is  Lambert  Caftle,  which  is  fo  named  from  a 
caftle,  that  formerly  ftood  on  an  eminence  ftill 
called  Caftle  Hill,  where  there  are  two  fairs,  one 
on  the  Wednefday  before  the  24.th  of  June,  and 
the  other  on  the  Wednefday  nine  v/eeks  after,  for 
cattle. 

p>om  Bridport  the  high  road  extends  north- 
v/efr  to  IvYMB^  r which  is  fituated  tv/enty-eight 
miles  eaft  of  Exeter,  twenty-four  weit  of  Dor- 
cheller,  and  144.  to  the  w^ftward  of  London.  It 
was  thus  called  from  .a  Uttle  rivulet  of  the  fajriG 
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name  that  runs  by  It,  and  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
queft,  was  part  of  the  demefne-lands  of  the  con- 
vent of  Sherborn,  and  probably  continued  in  the 
poflcilion  of  that  convent,  till  the  i2-:-h  year  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  when  it  was  annexed 
to  the  crown  ;  on  which  account  it  was  called 
Lyme  Regis,  or  King's  Lyme.  Soon  after  this, 
the  king  made  it  a  free  borough,  and  granted  it 
every  privilege  that  is  enjoyed  even  by  the  city  of 
London,  with  a  court  of  Kuflings,  and  freedom 
from  all  tolls  and  lailago.  Thefe  privileges  were 
confirmed  by  the  fucceeding  princes,  and  Edward 
the  Second  alfo  granted  to  the  burgefies  the  town  in 
fee-farm;  upon  paying  thirty- three  marks  every 
year  into  the  exchequer.  In  the  reigns  of  Henry  the 
Fourth  and  Tifth,  the  French  attacking  the  town, 
plundered  and  burnt  it  ;  upon  which  the  king  for- 
gave the  inhabitants  all  their  arrears,  and  lower- 
ed the  fee-farm  rent  from  21  1.  to  5  1.  which  fum 
was  again  lellened,  upon  account  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, to  3I.  6  s.  8d.  which  they  frill  continue  to 
pay.  The  laft  charter  was  granted  by  king  Wil- 
liam, by  which  the  corporation  now  connits  of  a 
mayor,  who  is  a  juftice  of  peace  during  his 
mayoralty,  and  the  year  following,  and  in  the 
third  year  is  both  juftice  and  coroner;  here  are 
alfo  a  recorder,  fifteen  capital  burgefTes,  two  of 
whom  are  juflices,  a  town-clerk,  and  other  officers. 

In  Camden's  time  Lyme  was  a  fmall,  inconfi- 
derable  place,  inhabited  by  fiOiermen  ;  but  of  late 
years  it  is  greatly  improved,  and  grown  a  confi- 
derable  fea-port  town.  Here  are  fome  fine  houfes 
built  of  free-ftone,  and  covered  with  blue  flate  ; 
and  the  town  being  lltuated  upon  the  declivity  of 
a  hill,  the  houfes  rifing  gradually  one  above  ano- 
ther, make  a  fine  appearance  ;  but  that  part  next 
the  fea  is  fo  low,  that  at  fpring  tides,  the  water 
often  comes  inlo  the  houfes,  and  the   cellars   are 
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overflowed  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet. 
The  cuftom-houfe  Hands  upon  pillars,  and  has  the 
corn  market  under  it.  Lyme  is  defended  by  a 
Irnall  fort,  erected  on  an  adjoining  cliT,  well 
planted  with  cannon.  It  has  only  one  church  ; 
and  a  rivulet  runs  through  the  middle  of  the  town. 
The  harbour  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  Englifh 
channel  ;  but  the  merchants  are  obliged  to  lade 
and  unlade  their  goods,  at  a  place  called  the 
Cobb,  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile's  diftance.  The 
Cobb  is  a  malFy  building,  that  confifts  of  a  firm 
florre  wall,  running  out  a  great  diftance  into  the 
fea,  and  fo  broad,  as  to  admit  of  warehoufes  upon 
it,  with  fufHcient  room  for  the  paffage  of  carriages, 
befides  a  houfe  for  the  officers  of  the  cufloms. 
Without  this  wall  is  another  of  equal  ftrength, 
carried  round  the  end  of  the  firfl  wall,  where  it 
forms  the  entrance  into  the  port ;  which,  for 
fafety,  is  fcarce  to  be  equalled.  Some  guns  are 
planted  at  proper  diftances,  both  for  the  defence 
of  the  Cobb,  and  the  town  ;  but  the  mayor  and 
burgefles  are  at  the  expence  of  keeping  the  Cobb 
in  repair.  The  town  had  formerly  a  confiderable 
trade»  particularly  to  Nev/foundland  ;  fo  that  the 
cuiloms  have,  in  fome  years,  produced  upwards  of 
l6,OOol.  The  merchants  have  lately  engaged,  v/ith 
good  fuccefs,  in  the  pilchard -fifhery.  Lyme  has 
a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  tvv^o  fairs,  namely,  on 
the  2d  of  February,  and  the  21ft  of  September,  for 
cattle. 

Sir  George  Sommers,  an  eminent  merchant  and 
navigator,  from  whom  the  Bermudas  obtained  the 
name  of  the  Summer  Idands,  was  a  native  of  this 
place  ;  and  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firll  repre- 
fented  it  in  parliament. 

We  (ball  novi^  return  back  to  the  north-caft 
part  of  the  county,  and  enter  it  again  by  the  poft 
road,  Vi'hich  leads  from  London  to  Exeter.     On 
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entering  Dorfetfhire  by  this  road,  we  come  to 
Shaftsbury,  which  is  on  the  northern  lide  of 
the  county  towards  Wiltfhire,  eighty-four  miles  to- 
the  weftward  of  London,  and  is  iituated  on  a  high 
hill,  which  affords  a  delightful  profpeft  into  Wilt- 
fhire and  Somerfetfhire.  It  confifts  of  about 
600  houfes,  many  of  which  are  built  with  free- 
ftone,  though  the  buildings  in  general  are  but 
indifferent.  On  the  top  of  an  eminence  called 
Park-Hill,  near  the  town,  a  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood  has  lately  planted  a  fine  grove  for 
the  inhabitants  to  walk.  in.  Shaftfbury  was  built 
by  king  Alfred,  about  the  year  880,  as  is  proved 
by  the  following  infcription,  which,  we  are  in" 
formed  by  Malmfbury  the  hiftorian,  was  preferv- 
ed  here  in  his  time  ; 

ANNO    DOMINICAE    INC ARNATIONIS 

AELFREDVS  REX  FECIT    HANG   VRBEM 

DCCCLXXX.    REGNI    SVI    VI-II. 

That  is. 

King  Alfred-  built  this   city  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  880,   and  the  eighth  of  his  reign. 

It  is  faid  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  one  A- 
quila,  called  the  Prophet  of  Shaftfbury,  who 
foretold  that  the  government  of  Britain,  after  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Saxons  and  Normans, 
would  at  length  return  to  the  ancient  Britons  ;  a 
prediction,  which  fome,  willing  to  verify  fuch 
predictions,  pretend  to  have  been  accomplifn- 
ed  in  the  acceffion  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh, 
•and  afterwards  of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  to  the 
throne  of  England.  At  tlie  eaft  gate  of  Shaftf- 
bury was  a  monaftery  of  Benedictine  nuns,  built 
by  king  Alfred,  about  the  year  888.  He  alfo  en- 
dowed it  with  great  poffeffions,  and  miide  his 
daughter  Ethelgive  abbefs.  it  was  firll  dedicated 
L  2  to 
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to  the  Virgin  Mary,  but  afterwards  St.  Edward 
the  king  and  martyr,  being  buried  in  it  with 
great  pomp,  and  a  fhrin6  erecldd  to  him  in  the 
church,  it  became  fo  famous  for  the  pretended 
miracles  performed  at  it,  that  the  abbey  was  call- 
ed by  his  name,  and  was  forich,  that,  at  the  ge- 
neral fupprellion,  its  annual  revenue  was  valued  at 
116&  1.   8  s.  9  d. 

There  was  here  alfo  a  priory  or  hofpital  of  St. 
John  Baptift,  which  in  the  fifth  year  of  king 
Richard  the  Second  was  in  the  patronage  of  the 
crown.  In  this  town  died  king  Canute,  though 
he  was  buried  in  the  old  monaftery  at  Winchefter. 

bhaftfbury  had  anciently  ten  churches,  which 
are  now  reduced  to  three,  for  the  reft  are  entirely 
<lemoiifhed.  It  was  a  borough  before  the  conqueft, 
and  has  from  the  beginning  returned  members  to 
parliament.  The  corporation  conGfts  of  a  mayor, 
recorder,  twelve  aldermen,  bailiiFs  and  common- 
council,  and  the  members  to  ferve  in  parliament 
are  chofen  by  all  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  who  are  in  number  about  300.  The  fituation 
of  this  town  renders  water  fo  fcTarce,'  that  it  ufed 
to  be  brought  from  Motcomb,  a  village  at  a  fmall 
dif!:ance,  on  the  backs  of  horfes,  there  being  at 
that  village  three  or  four  large  wells,  with  which 
the  town  v^^ss  for  a  long  courfe  of  years  fuppli- 
ed.  But  in  the  year  17  18,  William  Benfon,  Efcj; 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Shaftfbury,  was  at 
the  expence  of  conftru61:ing  engines,  v/hich  raifed 
the  water  of  a  well,  at  about  two  miles  diftance, 
to  the  height  of  above  three  hundred  feet,  and 
conveyed  it  to  a  large  ciilern,  in  the  midii  oi  tlie 
town,  lliefe  engines  have,  ho^vever,  for  fcime 
reafon  been  difuied,  and  the  inhabitants  have 
dug  pits  at  the  doors  of  their  houfes  for  preferv-? 
ing  the  rain-v/ater,  which  not  being  fufncient  for 
a  conilant  iuppiy,  the  poor  lliii  get   their  living 

by 
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'oy  bringing  water  in  pails,  or  upon  horfes,  from 
the  tillage  of  Motcomb.  As  an  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  mayor  and  al- 
dermen- of  Shaftfbury,  on  the  Monday  before 
Holy-Thurfday,  ufed  to  go  in  procelTion  with  a 
kind  of  garland,  fometbing  like  the  may-garlands 
carried  by  thofe  who  fell  milk  in  London,  confift- 
ing  of  plate  borrowed  from  the  neighbouring  gen- 
try, and  adorned  with  peacocks  feathers.  This  • 
garland,  called  here  a  Prize-Befom,  was  carried 
to  a  green  below  the  hill,  whence  the  water  is" 
taken,  and  there  prefented  with  a  raw  calve's-head, 
and  a  pair  of  gloves,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor^ 
who-  received  the  prefent  by  his  ftev/ard,  and  at 
the  fame  time  diftributed  twelve  penny  loaves,  and 
three  dozen  of  beer,  among  the  people.  After 
the  ceremony  was  over,  the  Prize-Befom  was  re- 
flored  to  the  mayor,  and  carried  back  to  the  town, 
with  great  folemnity.  This  town  gives  the  title 
of  earl  to  the  right  honourable  Anthony  Afhley 
Cooper.  It  has  a  market  en  Saturdays,  and  three 
fairs,  namely,  on  the  Saturday  before  Palm-Sunday, 
the  2-|th  of  June,  and  the  22d  of  November,  for 
all  forLS  of  cattle. 

GiLLiNGHAM  is  four  miles  north-weft  of 
Shaftfbury,  and  has  two  fairs;  on  Trinity-Mon- 
dav,  and  September  i,  for  bullocks,  horfes  and 
fheep. 

Eight  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  road  from 
Shaftflury  to  Sherborn  is  a  village,  called  by 
Camden,  Silleston,  but  by  the  inhabitants 
Shillenston,  remarkable  for  two  hills  near  it, 
called  Hemildon  and  Hodd,  the  former  of  which 
is  fortified  with  a  treble  rampire,  and  the  latter 
with  a  fmgle  one  only.  They  are  generally  thought 
to  have  been  the  works  of  the  Danes,  becaufe 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  them,  in  the  itinerary 
of  Antoninus. 

L  3  Stal- 
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Staler iDGE  is  a  fmall  town,  twelve  miles 
fputh-weft  of  Shaftfbur)^,  feated  about  a  mile  to 
the  foLith  of  the  road  from  thence  to  Sherborn, 
and  has  little  worthy  of  notice  befides  the  charity- 
fchool.  It  has  a  market  on  Thurfdays,  and  two 
fairs,  one  on  the  6th  of  May,  and  the  other  on 
the  4th  of  September,  for  all  forts  of  cattle. 

Six  miles  to  the  fouth-eafl  of  Stalbridge  is 
Sturmister,  or  Sturminster,  which  fignifies 
a  minfter  or  monaftery,  upon  the  river  Stour.  It 
IS  but  a  mean,  obfcure  town,  notwithllanding  its 
bemg  fituated  in  a  rich  vale.  Over  the  river 
there  is  a  handfome  ftone  bridge,  leading  to  New- 
ton caftle,  v/hich  is  now  entirely  demoliflied  ;  on- 
ly there  is  a  mole  of  earth,  thrown  up  with  great 
labour  and  expence,  and^a  deep  wide  ditch,  from 
which  It  is  feparated  from  the  high  land  behind  it. 
Siurrainaer  has  a  market  on  Thurfdays,  and  two 
h.!rs,  on  May  12,  and  Oaober  24,  for  cattle  and 
toys. 

Sherdorn  is  feated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
Ki  a  ^}txy  pleaiant  country,  on  the  borders  of 
vv^iiitc-  Hart  -  Foreft,  twenty-four  miles  weft- 
iouth-weft  of  Salifbury,  fifty  four  eaft-north-eaft 
of  Exeter,  and  118  weft- fouth-weft  of  London. 
This  is  a  very  ancient  town,  and  was  for  a  long 
time  an  epifcopal  fee,  which  in  the  year  705  was 
conferred  on  St.  Endhelm,  the  firft  biftiop,  and 
continued  without  divifion  for  thirteen  fucceffions; 
after  which,  Wilton  being  feparated  from  it,  it 
remained  a  bifhop's  fee  for  thirteen  fucccilions 
more,  till  Harman,  uniting  both  the  fees  of  Sher- 
born  and  Wilton,  removed  the  feat  to  Salift)ury. 
Qiieen  Elizabeth  afterwards  obtained  it  from  the 
biihops  and  chapter,  and  gave  it  to  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  on  whofe  attainder  king  James  gave  it 
to  prince  Henry,  and  at  his  death  to  Robert  Carr, 
earl  of  Somerfet.  He  being  attainted,  it  was  given 
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to  Sir  John  Dlgby,  afterwards  earl  of  Briftol, 
whofe  patent  was  confirmed  by  act  of  parliament. 
It  defcended  to  his  fon  and  grandfon,  the  laft  of 
whom  fettled  it  on  the  prefent  lord  Digby. 

The  houfes  are  computed  at  above  300  ;  the 
ftreets  are  fpacious,  and  the  town  divided  into  two 
parts,  by  the  little  river  Parret,  which  runs  thro' 
the  middle  of  it.  One  part  is  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  Sherborn,  and  the  other  by  that  of 
Caftletown,  w-hich  laft  was  fo  called  from  a  caftle 
built  here  by  Roger,  the  third  bifhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  about  the  year  1107,  when  this  county  was 
part  of  that  diocefe.  King  Stephen  foon  took  it 
from  him,  but  Robert  Wyvil,  the  forty-fourth 
bifhop,  near  200  years  after,  recovered  it  with  da- 
mages from  the  earl,  who  had  obtained  it.  This 
was  the  firft  caftle  that  was  befieged  in  form,  in 
the  civil  wars  betv/een  king  Charles  the  Firft,  and 
his  parliament  j  and  it  was  the  laft  that  held  out 
for  the  king. 

Here  was  an  abbey,  the  church  of  which  is  ftill 
{landing,  and  is  faid  to  be  not  only  a  magnificent 
ftruclure,  both  within  and  without,  but  by  far 
the  beft  Gothic  building  in  the  county;  and  was 
fo  much  valued  by  the  townfmcn  at  the  reforma- 
tion, that  they  are  faid  to  have  pulled  down  three 
churches,  and  four  chapels,  about  the  town,  to 
fave  it.  In  a  quarrel  that  formerly  happened  be- 
tween the  townfmen  and  the  monks,  a  part  of  this 
church  was  burnt,  and  the  town  was  obliged  to 
repair  it.  At  the  entrance  from,  the  porch  lie  in- 
terred the  two  Saxon  kings  Ethelbald  and  Ethel- 
bert;  and  in  one  of  the  ifies  is  a  fumptuous  mo- 
nument for  John  Digby,  earl  of  Briftol,  who  di- 
ed in  1698,  faid  to  have  coft  upwards  of  1500I. 
and  in  the  tower  of  the  church  are  fix  bells  fo 
large,  that  they  require  near  twenty  men  to  ring 
them.  Here  is  a  good  free-fchoolj  founded  by 
L  4  king 
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king  Edward  the  Sixth,  with  a  fine  alms-boufc, 
eredted  by  Richard  Beauchamp,  bifhop  of  Salif- 
biiry  ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  are  many  gentle- 
men's feats.  This  town  was  formerly  noted  for 
the  clothing  trade,  but  at  prefcnt  its  chief  manu- 
factures are  haberdafhery,  buttons  and  bone-" 
lace.  It  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  four 
fairs,  viz,  on  the  Saturday  after  Holy-Thurfday, 
for  all  forts  of  cattle  ;  on  July  18,  for  wool  and 
cattle ;  on  July  26,  for  wool  and  lambs  \  and  on 
the  firft  Monday  in  Odlober,  for  wool  and  all 
forts  of  cattle. 

White  Hart  Forest,  near  which  this  town 
is  fituated,  is  faid  to  have  obtained  its  name  from 
a  White  hart,  chafed  in  it  by  king  Henry  the 
Third,  who  was  fo  pleafed  with  its  beauty,  that 
he  not  only  fpared  its  life,  but  gave  orders  that  no 
other  perfon  fhould  kill  it.  However,  one  Thomas 
De  La  Linde,  with  feveral  others,  afterwards 
hunted  and  killed  it;  at  which  the  king  was  fo 
provoked  when  he  heard  it,  that  belaid  a  fine 
upon  all  their  lands,  which  is  faid  to  be  ftill  an- 
nually paid  into  the  Exchequer,  by  the  name  of 
White- hart-filver. 

Ten  miles  fouih  by  wefi  of  Sherborn  is  Eve- 
shot,  a  fmall  town,  that  has  a  market  on  Sa- 
turdays, and  a  fair  on  the  12th  of  May,  for 
bullocks  and  toys. 

This  county  has  produced  the  following  great 
men,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned. 

Sir  Symonds  DT.wes,  the  laborious  colledor 
of  the  journals  of  all  the  parliaments  during  the 
reig7i  of  queen  EUzahethy  was  born,  of  honourable 
parents,  December  18,  1602,  at  Coxden  in 
Dorfetfnirc,  and  educated  at  St.  John's  college  in 
Cambridge.  Flow  long  he  remained  at  the  uni- 
verfity,  or  whether  he  ever  took  any  degrees,  can- 
not be  determined  at  this  diflance  of  time :  cer- 
tain 
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tain  it  is,  he  enjoyed  the  friendfhip,  and  even  the 
eileem  of  the  moil  learned  men  of  the  age,  fuch 
as  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Mr.  Spelman,  Mr.  Sel- 
den,  and  others.  In  the  long  parliament,  which 
met  in  1640,  he  ferved  as  burgefs  for  the  town  of 
Sudbury  in  Suffolk;  and  though  upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  war,  he  adhered  to  the  popu- 
lar party,  yet  was  he  one  of  thofe  members,  who 
were  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  it 
underwent  that  fevere  evacuation,  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Colonel  Pride^s  Purge,  Be- 
ing thus  excluded  from  public  bufmefs,  he  em- 
ployed the  remainder  of  his  days  in  arranging  and 
digefting  his  Journals^  which  were  afterwards 
publifhed,  and  have  ever  fmce  been  confidered  as 
one  of  the  moft  faithful  parliamentary  hiftories  of 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  that  ever  w^as  v/rit- 
ten.  He  died  April  the  i8th,'  1650,  in  the  4Bth 
year  of  his  age. 

Anthony  Afhley  Cooper,  carl  of  Shaftfbury,  one 
of  the  greatefl  politicians,  and  moft  diftinguifhed  mi- 
nifters  of  the  feventeenth  century,  was  the  fon  of 
Sir  John  Cooper,  of  Rockburn  in  Hampfhire,  and 
born  at  Winbourne  St.  Giles's,  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  July  22,  1621,  He  had  liis  education 
in  his  father's  houfe,  and  at  Exeter-college  in  Ox- 
ford, whence  he  removed  to  Lincoln's  Inn,  Lon- 
don, where  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
law  with  fuch  unwearied  diligence,  that  he  foon 
acquired  a  (borough  knov^^ledge  of  the  Englifh 
conftitution.  In  1640,  he  was  chofen  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  town  of 
Tewkefbury  in  Gloucefterfhire.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war,  he  offered  his  fervices  to  his 
majefty  :  but,  not  being  treated  with  the  confi- 
dence he  expected,  he  went  over  to  the.,  parlia,'- 
ment,  who  received  him  with  open  aims.  Fore- 
L  5  feeing. 
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feeing,    however,    the    dangerous    confequences, 
that  muft  enfue,  from  the  abfolute  prevalence   of 
either  party,  he  propofed  raifing  the  Cluh-7nen^  as 
they  were  called,    that  is,  the  neutral  commons 
in  all  the  counties  of  England,  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  violent  of  both  fides  to  come  to  an  accom- 
modation.     He  afterwards  oppofed,  with  great  vi- 
gour,  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver   Cromwell  ;  and, 
upon   the  depofition  of  his  fon  Richard,  he  con- 
curred   very  heartily  in  the    reftoration  of  king 
Charles  the  Second.     For  his  important  fervices 
upon  that  occafion  he  was  created  baron  Cooper, 
of  Pavvlet,  in    the  county  of  Soraerfet,   and  earl 
of  Shafrfbuiy ;  and   was    foon  after  advanced  to 
the  great  poll:  of  lord  high  chancellor  of  England. 
3n  this  office  he  behaved,  even  by  the  confeffion  of 
his  enemies,  with  an  ability  and  integrity,  which 
Iiad  hardly   ever  been  difplayed  by  any  of  his  pre- 
decefTors.     He    complied,  however,  it  is   faid,  a 
little  too  readily  with  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the 
court ;  but,  upon  his  being  deprived  of  the  great 
feal  in  1673,  he  returned  to  his  former  conne<Sli- 
ons,  and  continued  thenceforward  to  be  the  very 
ioul    of  the   anti-minifterial   party.     He   oppofed 
the   teft,  promoted    the   exclufion-bill,  and,  in  a 
word,  a6led  in  every  thing  with  fuch  vigour,  and 
even  vehemence,  that   he  was  twice  thrown  into 
the  tower.     The  firft  time  he  v/as  difmifled  upon 
his  fubmiffion  :  the  fecond  the  grand  jury  return- 
ed the  bill  Ignoramus.     Senfible,  however,  of  the 
great  danger   that  threatened  him,  as   well   from 
the  power  as  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  he  thought 
proper  to  retire  into  Holland,  where  he  died  Jan- 
uary  22,    1683,    ^^^   ^^^   fixty- fecond  year  of  his 
age.     His  body  was  brought  to  England,  and  in- 
terred at  Wenbourne  St.  Giles's,    among  thofe  of 
Ijis  anceiiors.     He  was  a  man  of  gallantry   and 
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pleafure,  as  appears  from  the  following  remarkable 
anecdote.  King  Charles  the  Second,  who  would 
both  take  and  allow  liberties,  once  IJaid  to  him,  in  a 
vein  of  raillery  and  good  humour,  and  in  refe- 
rence only  to  his  amours,  /  believe^  Shaft/bury y 
thou  art  the  tv'ickedeji  fellow  in  ?ny  dominions.  To 
which,  with  a  lov/  bow,  and  a  very  grave  face, 
the  earl  replied,  May  it  pie afe your  majejly^  of  a 
fubje£t,  I  believe  I  mn\  at  which  the  merry  mo- 
narch laughed  heartily. 

Sir  Winfton  Churchill,  a  gentleman  of  diftln- 
guiflied  loyalty,  and  an  eminent  hiftorian,  and  fa- 
ther of  the  immortal  John  Churchill,  duke  of 
Marlborough,  was  born  of  honourable  parentage 
at  Wooton-Glanvile  in  Dorfetfhire,  in  1620.  He 
ftudied  for  fome  years  in  St.  John's  college  Ox- 
ford ;  but  was  obliged  to  leave  the  univerfity  by 
the  diforders  of  the  times,  and  the  circumftances 
of  his  family.  During  ihe  civil  wars,  he  adhe- 
red to  the  royal  party,  for  which  he  was  a  confi- 
derable  fufferer.  Upon  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  the  Second,  he  was  raifed  to  the  honour 
of  knighthood,  and  appointed  one  of  the  clerks 
comptrollers  of  the  board  of  Green  Cloth,  in 
which  poft  he  continued,  with  a  little  interrup- 
tion, till  the  day  of  his  death,  which  happened 
March  the  26th,  1688.  He  was  the  author  of  a 
book,  intit]c(}y  Divi  Britannici -J  or^  Re?narks  upon 
the  Lives  of  all  the  Kings  of  this  Ife^  fro7n  the  year 
of  the  World  2855,  unto  the  year  of  Grace  1660. 

Thomas  Sydenham,  a  learned  phyfician  of  the 
feventeenth  century,  was  the  fon  of  William 
Sydenham,  Efq;  of  Winford  Eagle  in  Dorfet- 
fhire, and  born  there  in  1624.  In  1642,  he  was 
entered  a  commoner  of  J\'lagdalen-hall,  Oxford  ; 
but  leaving  the  univerfity  when  it  was  converted 
iuto  a  garrifoa  for  the    ufe  of  king  Charles  the 
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Firft,  he  came  up  to  London.  There  he  feli  into 
the  company  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cox,  an  eminent 
phyficlan,  who,  finding  him  poffelTed  of  more 
than  ordinary  parts,  gave  him  ibme  excellent  ad- 
vice with  regard  to  the  profecution  of  his  ftudies. 
Upon  the  delivery  of  Oxford,  in  1646,  to  the 
parliamentary  forces,  he  returned  once  more  to 
Magdalen-hall,  and  entering  on  the  phyfic  line, 
was  created,  in  1648,  a  bachelor  in  that  faculty. 
About  the  fame  time  he  was  eleded  fellow  of 
Ali-fouls  college ;  and  having  afterwards  taken 
his  doctor's  degree  at  Cambridge,  he  repaired  to 
London,  where  he  fettled,  and  from  the  year 
1660,  to  1670,  was  univerfaliy  confidered  as  at  the 
head  of  his  profeffion.  He  publiihed,  at  different 
times,  a  variety  of  excellent  medical  trads,  which 
were  all  colleiied  and  printed  under  the  following 
general  titiQ-,  ProceJJlis  integri  in  Morbis  fer}  o?n~ 
nihus  airandu.  He  died  in  i68f,  and  was  inter- 
red in  St.  James's  church  Weftminfter. 

Sir  James  Thornhill,  an  eminent  painter,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was 
born  of  good  parentage  in  1676,  at  Thornhill  in 
Dorfetfhire.  Having  naturally  a  turn  to  the  art 
of  drawing,  he  was  enabled,  by  the  generofity  of 
his  uncle.  Dr.  Sydenham  (for  his  father  was  in 
.but  low  circumftances)  to  ftudy  that  art  under  a 
.profefTed  mafter;  and  having  grounded  himfelf 
in  its  principles  and  pra6tice,  he  travelled  to 
France  and  Holland  for  his  farther  improvement. 
.Returning  to  England,  without  vifiting  Italy, 
he  v/as  appointed  ferjeant  painter  to  her  majefty 
queen  Anne  ;  and,  upon  the  finifliing  of  St. 
Paul's  cathedral,  he  was  employed  to  adorn  the 
dome  oF  that  noble  flruclure  with  the  hiitory  of 
the  faint,  whofe  name  it  bears.  This  defign  he 
executed  in  a  very  grand  and  beautiful  manner 3 
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and  he  afterwards  painted  fome  capital  pieces  at 
Hampton-Court,  and  at  Greenwich  hofpital.  In 
the  reign  of  king  George  the  Second,  ^e  repre- 
fented  the  town  of  V/eymouth  in  parliament,  and 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  his  ma- 
jefty.  He  died  in  1732,  leaving  behind  him  a 
fon  and  daughter,  who,  about  a  year  before  hec 
father's  death,  was  married  to  the  celebrated 
painter,  Mr.  William  Hogarth. 
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K^^?^U  R  H  A  M  Is  a  maritime  county,  that 
^  n  ^  takes  its  name  from  the  city  of  Dur- 
^  jj^  ham,  and  is  commonly  called  the  Bi- 
J'^^^iJ  fliopric  ;  and  fometlmes  the  County  Pa- 
latine of  Durham,  It  having  been  formerly  a  kind 
of  royalty,  under  the  jurifdi6tion  of  its  bifhop, 
fubordinate  to  the  crown. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Nor- 
thumberland ;  on  the  eaft  by  the  German  ocean  ; 
on  the  fouth  by  the  river  Tees,  which  feparates  it 
from  Yorkfhire,  and  on  the  weft  by  Cumberland 
and  Northumberland  ;  it  is  fomewhat  of  a  trian- 
gular form,  extending  fifty-three  miles  in  length, 
from  its  moft  weftern  extremity  near  the  village  of 
Kelhope,  to  Hartlepool  on  the  eaft  ;  and  forty  in 
breadth,  from  the  village  of  Stockburn  in  the 
fouth,  to  South  Shiels  in  the  north  :  indeed 
only  a  fmall  part  of  the  county  is  either  of  this 
length  or  breadth  ;  it  is,  however,  above  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles  in  circumference. 

This  county  was  well  known  to  the  Romans^ 
who  had  feveral  ftations  here.  It  was  anciently  a 
diftri6l  of  the  Brigantes ;  afterwards,  upon  the 
eftablifliment  of  the  Heptarchy,  it  became  a  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Northumbrians,  and. was 
one  of  the  counties,  which,  from  their  being 
feated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Tine,  v/ere  named 
Deira,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  northern  di~ 
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vifion   of  the  kingdom  of  the   Northumbrians, 
called  Bernicia. 

Soon  after  the  Saxons  were  converted  to  chrif- 
tlanity,  the  county  of  Durham  was  given  by  their 
kings  to  St,  Cuthbert,  bifhop  of  Lindisfern,  an 
ifland  belonging  to  Northumberland,  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Holy  [(land  :  hence  this  county  - 
was  called  by  the  monkifh  writers.  The  Patrimo- 
ny of  St.  Cuthbert,  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  the  Ro- 
mifhecclefiafticalftate  is  ftill  called,  The  Patrimo- 
ny of  St.  Peter.  This  grant  of  the  Saxon  kings 
was  confirmed  by  the  Danes  and  Normans,  who 
added  feveral  other  liberties  and  privileges  to  the 
church  of  St.  Cuthbert.  In  the  reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  one  Walcher,  a  native  of  Lor- 
rain,  being  bifhop  of  Durham,  bought  the  earl- 
dom of  Northumberland  of  the  king,  and  then 
afTuming  the  office  of  a  fecular  judge,  fat  in  court, 
and  with  unlimitted  authority,  determined  all 
caufes  at  his  pleafure.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  temporal  powers  of  the  bi- 
fhops  of  Durham  ;  and  upon  this  purchafe,  it  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  m.ade  a  County  Palatine. 

Hence  the  bifhops  of  Durham  bore  in  their 
feals,  a  knight  on  horfeback  armed,  holding  a 
fword  in  one  hand,  and  the  arms  of  the  bifhopric 
in  the  other.  The  common  people  infifting  on 
their  privileges,  have  even  refufed  to  march  into 
Scotland  in  time  of  war,  from  the  pretence 
that  they  were  Halwerkmen^  that  is,  men  bound 
to  perform  none  but  holy-work,  as  they  held  their 
lands  to  defend  the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert,  and  were 
not  to  ferve  out  of  the  confines  of  the  bifhopric, 
either  for  the  king  or  the  bifhop.  The  preroga- 
tives of  one  of  thefe  prelates  was  feized  by  king 
Edward  the  Firft,  who  took  away  many  of  the 
privileges  belonging  to  the  fee,  fome  oV  which 
were,  however,  recovered  by  the  fucceeding  bi- 
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fhops,  ■  whofe  power  was  fo  greats  even  after  its 
abridgment  by  king  Edward  the  Firft,  that  it  be- 
came a  maxim,  "  Whatever  prerogative  the  king 
"  has  without  the  county  of  Durham,  the  biiliop 
*'  has  within  it,  unlefs  there  be  fome  conceilion 
''  or  prefcription  to  the  contrary." 

Though  the  canons  forbad  any  clergyman  to 
be  prefent  when  judgment  of  blood  was  given, 
yet  the  bifliop  of  Durham  might  fit  in  court  on 
thefe  occafions  in  his  purple  robes.  He  had  the 
"power  to  call  a  parliament,  and  to  create  barons 
to  fit  in  it.  He  had  alfo  the  power  of  railing  taxes 
and  coining  money.  The  courts  were  kept  in  his 
name;  he  appointed  all  judges,  and  all  writs  run 
in  his  name  :  all  recognizances  entered  upon  the 
bifhops  rolls  in  his  chancery,  and  niade  to  him, 
were  as  valid  within  this  county,  as  thofe  made  to 
the  kin^,  were  in  others.  Thofe  who  alienated 
freehold  lands  without  his  lea;/e,  were  obliged  to 
fue  to  him  for  a  pardon,  which  he  might  grant, 
not  only  "for  intrufions  and  trefpaffes,  but  alfo  for 
felonies,  rapes,  and  other  crimes.  He  had  pow- 
er to  grant  charters  for  boroughs  and  corporati- 
ons, fairs  and  markets,  with  licences. for  building 
chapels,  founding  chaunteries  and  hofpitals ;  anil 
created  oiRcers  by  patent,  either  for  life,  or  during 
his  pleafure  ;  but  thefe  grants  were  valid  no  lon- 
ger than  the  life  of  the  billiop  Vv'ho  made  them, 
except  they  were  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter. He  was. lord  admiral  of  the  feas,  and  other 
waters  belonging  to  the  palatinate;  had  his  vice- 
admirals,  his  courts  of  admiralty,  commilTioners 
of  water-palBiges,  and  "officers  of  beaconage.  A 
great  part  of;  the  lands  in  the  palatinate  belonged 
to  him,  and  v/as  held-of  the  fee  in  capite  ;  he  had 
feveral  forefts,  chafes,  parks,  and  v/obds  in  this 
county  ;  and  to  him  belonged  all  moors  and 
waftes ;  the  lands,  goods  and  chatties  of  fuch  as 
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were  convi£led  of  treafon,  fell  to  the  bifhop,  and 
he  flill  claims  all  forfeitures  upon  outlawries 
and  felonies.  Such  were  the  privileges  of  the  bi- 
fhops  of  Durham,  when  they  were  abridged  by 
the  ftatute  of  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  which  itripped  them 
of  their  palatinate  power,  with  refpect  to  their 
granting  of  pardons,  creating  judges,  and  ma- 
king out  iudicial  writs  and  indictments,  but  the 
bifliops,  and  their  temporal  chancellors,  were  ftill 
allowed  to  a6t  as  jufticcs  of  the  peace.  In  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  the  Sixth,  this  bifhopric 
was  difiblved,  and  all  its  revenues  and  immunities 
were  given  by  parliament  to  the  crown  :  but  this 
act  was  repealed  by  queen  Mary,  who  reftored 
the  fee  to  the  flate  in  which  it  had  been  left 
by  king  Henry  the  Eighth.  Hov/ever,  as  this 
countv  was  a  kind  of  principality  dictincl  from  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom,  it  never  fent  reprefentatives 
to  parliament,  liii  the  leign  of  king  Charles  the 
iiecond. 

The  air  of  this  county  is  generally  healthy, 
though  it  is  very  cold  on  the  hills  ;  and  according 
to  feme  authors,  the  air  of  the  well:  parts  is  fnar- 
per  than  that  of  the  eaft;  however,  it  is  milder 
and  more  pleafant  towards  the  fea,  the  warm- va-. 
pours  of  which  mitigate  the  .cold,  which:  in  ib 
northern  a  fituation  muft  necefTarily  be  fevere,  du^' 
ring  a  confiderable  part  of  the  winter  feafon. 

Yhe  foil  is  very  different;  on  the  weft  fide  to- 
wards Northumberland  and  Weftmoreland,  the 
country  is  mountainous  and  barren  ;  there  is  but 
little  grafs  on  the  hills  ;  and  the  fields  "are  naked, 
and  h;ave  few  trees  ;  but  the.vallies  are  generally 
fruitful.  The  ridge  of  mountains,  which  runs 
through  this  and  other  counties,  is  termed  by 
Camden  the  Englifh  Appenines.  They  contain 
not  only   quarries  of  marble,    but  inexhauftible 
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mines  of  Iron,  lead,  and  coal,  of  which  laft  pro- 
tiigioLis  quantities  are  carried  from  thence  to  diffe- 
rent parts  of  England.  The  eaftern  and  fouthern 
parts  of  the  county,  which  border  upon  the  fea, 
are  generally  fertile,  and  abound  with  rich  mea- 
dows, pailures,  corn-fields,  and  woods. 

This  county  is  well  watered  by  rivers  and 
brooks,  it  having  fixLeen  rivers,  the  chief  of 
which  are  the  Tees  and  the  Were.  The  Tees, 
which  rifes  on  the  borders  of  Cumberland,  runs 
eafl  fouth-eafl,  and  receives,  befides  feveral  lefs 
confiderable  ftreams,  the  Hude,  the  Lune,  the 
Skern,  and  the  Bauder.  Near  the  confluence  of 
the  rivers  Tees  and  Bauder,  there  happened  an 
eruption  of  water,  about  Midfummer  i68g, 
which,  in  forcing  its  palTa^e  from  below,  carried 
away  fuch  a  quantity  of  earth,  as  left  a  chafm  of 
1 60  yards  long,  eighty  yards  broad,  and  fix  or 
fcven  deep,  choaking  up  both  the  rivers,  and  kil- 
ling great  quantities  of  fifh.  The  meadows  over 
which  the  flood  paflcd,  were  alfofpoiled  for  a  time, 
by  the  mud  which  it  left  behind. 

The  river  Tees  is  alfo  remarkable  for  a  ford 
over  it,  in  the  road  from  London  to  Durham, 
where  the  bifhop,  at  his  firft  coming  to  take  pof- 
feilion  of  his  fee,  is  met  by  the  country  gentle- 
men, and  where  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Sock- 
burn,  a  village  upon  the  fame  river,  advances  in- 
to the  middle  of  the  ftream,  and  prefents  him 
with  a  faulchion,  as  an  emblem  of  his  temporal 
power,  which  he  returns  to  him,  and  then  proceeds 
forward. 

The  Were  is  formed  of  three  fmall  ftreams, 
called  the  KalJop,  the  Wallop,  and  the  Burdop, 
which  rife  near  each  other,  in  the  weft  part  of  the 
county,  within  three  miles  of  the  head  of  the 
Tees.  The  Were  thus  formed,  flows  eaftward, 
and  receives   the  Gaunlefs,  with  feveral   fmaller 

Itreams  j 


DURHAM.  259 

ftreams ;  and  then  by  many  windings  direcls  its 
courfe  north- eaft,  and  pafTing  by  the  city  of  Dur- 
ham, falls  into  the  German  fea  at  Sunderland,  a 
conliderable  port  of  this  county.  As  to  the  Tine, 
it  may  with  more  propriety  be  faid  to  belong  to 
Northumberland,  it  not  only  dividing  that  county 
from  this,  but  extending  a  confiderable  way  thro' 
Northumberland.  Thefe  rivers  abound  v^nth  fifh, 
and  particularly  vi^ith  Salmon,  of  which  great 
quantities  are  fent  to  London,  under  the  name  of 
Newcaftle-Salmon. 

About  Batterby,  a  village  near  Durham,  are 
feveral  great  ftones,  in  the  channel  of  the  river, 
that  are  never  covered,  but  when  it  overflows; 
and  over  which,  if  water  be  poured,  it  will,  in  a 
Diort  time,  becqme  brackifh.  And  at  Saltwater- 
Haugh  is  a  fait  fpring  in  the  middle  of  the  Were, 
which  is  moft  eafily  perceived  in  the  fumm.er, 
when  the  water  of  the  river  is  low;  for  then  the 
water  bubbles  up,  forty  yards  in  length,  and  ten 
in  breadth.  The  wat^  of  this  fpring  tinges  ail 
the  ftones  near  it  of  a  red  colour.  The  faltnefs 
of  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  a  rock, 
upon  the  furface  of  which,  in  a  hot  day,  is  fre- 
quently found  a  perfciSt  fait.  This  water,  as  foon 
as  it  comes  out  of  the  rock,  is  as  fait  as  any  brine  ; 
and  though  it  is  but  fmall  in  quantity,  when  com- 
pared with  the  frefh  water  of  the  river,  it  is  fo 
ilrong,  as  to  give  a  brackifhnefs  to  the  ftream,  a 
hundred  yards  below  it.  This  water,  when  boil- 
ed, affords  a  great  quantity  of  bay-falt,  though  it 
is  not  fo  palatable  as  common  fait. 

Sheals  in  this  county  is  famous  for  its  falt- 
works,  there  being  there  above  2co  pans  for 
boiling  the  fea-water  into  fait,  which  are  faid  to 
require  10O5OOO  chaldrons  of  coals  every  year. 
The  fait  made  there  fupplies  London,  great  part 
ot   the  intermediate  country,    and  many  places, 
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fuppHed  with  fait  by  the  navigation  of  t\\z  river 
Thames. 

.  Near  the  village  of  Batterby  juft  mentioned  was 
difcovered,  not  many  years  ago,  a  medicinal 
fpring,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  fulphur,  that 
has  been  much  frequented  for  the  curing  of  fc- 
veral  difeafes.  It  was  found  by  fome  workmen, 
who  were  fcarching  for  coal  ;  and  having  made  a 
hole,  the  water  iffued  out,  and  has  continued  run- 
ning ever  fince. 

At  Hartlepool,  a  town  feated  on  the  fea  fhore, 
fifteen  miles  fouth-weit  of  Durham,  is  a  chalybeate   ] 
water,   which,   as  it  rifes,  difcovers  a  little  ful-' 
phur,  that  foon  flies  off  after  it  is  taken  up.     It 
lets  fall  a  white  fedimsnt  with  fait  of  tartar; '  be- 
comes whitiili  with  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  and  turns 
of  a  pink  colour  with  gails,  but  green  with  fyr- 
rup  of   violets.     A   gallon  /3/iclds    120   grains  of 
fediment,  v/hereof   two  parts   are  nitre,    one  fea" 
fait,  and  jthe  reft  limeftone.     This  water  is   an 
^cellent  antifcorbutic,  and  cures  habitual  cholics. 
It  is  good  in  pains  of  the  ftomach,  in  indigeftion,* 
in  the  gravel,   in  womens  obftru^lions,  in  hypo- 
chondriac melancholy,  in  the  cachexy,  in  weak- 
nefs  of  the  back,  hectical  heats,  and  recent  ul- 
cers. ■        '• 
There  are  few  medicinal  plants  in  this  county, 
which    are   not    to    be    found    elfe where  ;    how- 
ever, there  are  four  taken  notice  of,  namely,  The^ 
wild  northern  cherry,  with  fmall  late   ripe  fruit, 
Cerafus  fylve/his  feptentrionalis.     Growing  on  the^ 
banks  of  the  Tees,  near  Bernard  caftle. 
.    Red  curra'nts,  Ribes  vulgaris  frvMu  ruhro^  in  the 
^yoods5  both  in  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  and  irf 
the  northern  parts  of  Yorklhire  and  Weftmore- 
land. 

Shrub    cinquefoil,  Pejztaphylloides  frutlcofa^  in 
feveral  places  in  this  county. 
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Common  ox-eye,  Buphthalmum  vulgare^  Ger. 
Found  on  a  bank  near  the  river  Tees,  not  far 
from  Sugburn  in  this  bifhopric. 

The  county  of  Durham  is  in  the  province  of 
York,  and  is  a  diocefe  of  itfelf.  It  is  not  divided 
into  hundreds  ;  but  like  Cumberland,  into  wards 
or  wakes,  of  which  it  contains  four.  It  has  one 
city,  and  only  feven  market  towns,  113  parifhes, 
fending  but  four  members  to  parliament,  viz.  two 
knights  of  the  fhire  for  the  eountv,  and  tv<o  citi- 
2:ens/or  the  city  of  Durham. 

If  we  enter  this  county  on  the  eafc  fide,  from 
Guyfeborough  in  Yorkfhire,  we  come  to  Stock- 
ton, which  is  fituated.on  the  river  Tees,  thirty- 
feven  miles  weft  of  Whitby  in  Yorkfliire,  n'ne- 
teen  fouth-eaft  of  Durham,  and  219  north  of 
London,  Stockton,  from  a  poor  village,  is  be- 
come a  corporation,  and  a  well  built  market 
town,  that  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Lon- 
don in  lead,  butter,  and  bacon  ;  befides  Vv'hich  it 
has  been  famed  for  its  ale,  which  was  formerly 
much  better  known  in  London  than  it  is  at  pre- 
fent.  It  is  a  place  of  great  refort  and  bufmefs ; 
and  both  its  trade,  and  the  number  of  its  inhabit 
tante,  are  much  increafed.  The  river  Tees  is 
capable  of  bearing  {hips  of  good  burthen  to  this 
place,  but  the  current  is  fcmetimes  dangerous  ; 
however,  for  the  management  of  the  port,  there 
is  a  colle6lor  of  the  cuftoms,  and  other  inferior 
ofHcers.  This  port  is  a  member  of  that  of  New- 
caftle,  as  appears  by  a  commiinon  returned  into 
the  cxchec|uer,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  and  by  a  report  made  in  the  third  year  of 
Icing  George  the  Second,  of  the  dimenfions  of  its 
three  quays  for  fhipping  and  landing  goods.  It  has 
one  church,  and  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  al- 
dermen.    It  ii  one  of  the  four  v/ard  tov/ns  of  the 
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county,  and  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  and  a  fair 
on  the  1 8th  of  July,  for  toys  and  fifh. 

Gretham  is  a  village,  eight  miles  north  of 
Stockton,  where  there  was  an  hofpital,  founded 
and  endowed  by  Stitchell,  bifhop  of  Durham,  in 
honour  of  God,  St.  Mary,  and  St.  Cuthbert,  for 
a  mafter  and  brethren  \  and  for  the  fupport  of 
fuch  poor  and  needy  people  as  fhould  refort  thi- 
ther. He  fettled  upon  it  the  manor  of  Gretham 
and  other  lands,  and  alfo  granted  to  the  mafter 
and  brethren,  that  they  fhould  be  free  from  all 
tolls,  aids,  and  tollages.  It  was  valued,  at  the 
diflblution  at  97  1.  a  year. 

About  three  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Gretham 
is  Hartlepool,  a  town  commodioufly  feated  on 
the  fea-fhore,  and  furrounded  by  water  on  all 
fides,  except  the  well,  where  there  are  rocks  and 
hills.  It  is  an  ancient  corporation,  governed  by 
a  mayor  and  aldermen,  with  other  fubordinate  of- 
ficers. The  town  depends  principally  on  its  fifh- 
ing  trade  and  its  habour,  which  receives  the  coal 
fleets  from  Newcaftle,  when  the  weather  is  bad, 
or  the  wind  contrary.  It  has  a  market  on  Mon- 
days ;  four  fairs,  viz.  on  May  14,  Auguft  21, 
O£lober  9,  and  November  27,  for  toys  and  fifh. 
We  have  already  taken  notice  of  its  mineral  wa- 
ters in  treating  of  thofe  in  this  county.  In  the 
year  1315,  the  Scots  ravaged  all  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  entering  this  town,  plundered  it  of  all 
they  could  find  ;  for  the  inhabitants  got  on  board 
their  fhips,  with  fuch  goods  as  they  could  carry 
ofF,  and  put  to  fca  to  fave  themfelves. 

Near  Hartlepool  is  Muneremouth,  a  village 
feated  on  Fullweil-hills,  within  a  meafured  mile 
of  the  fea-fhore.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  this 
village  are  quarries  of  lime-ftone,  where  a  gentle- 
man, who  rented  them  of  the  proprietor,  ordering 
a  ridge  of  lime-llone  and  r ubbifii,  which  refem- 
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bled  the  ruins  of  a  rampart,  to  be  removed,  in 
the  year  1759,  there  was  found,  in  the  middle  of 
the  ridge,  the  fkeleton  of  a  human  body,  which 
is  faid  to  have  meafured  nine  feet  fix  inches  in 
length,  and  the  fhin-bone  two  feet  three  inches 
from  the  knee  to  the  ancle  :  the  head  lay  to  the 
weft,  and  was  defended  from  the  fuperincumbent 
earth  by  four  large  flat  ftones.  On  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  fkeleton  were  found  two  Roman  coins. 

On  crolling  from  hence  to  the  north  road,  which 
extends  from  Stockton,  you  proceed  to  Sunder- 
land, which  received  its  name,  according  to 
fome  authors,  from  the  Saxon  word  Sonderland, 
which  fignines  a  particular  precin6t,  with  peculiar 
privileges  of  its  own  -,  and,  according  to  others, 
from  its  fituation  on  a  peninfula,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Were,  which,  together  with  the  fea^ 
almoft  furrounds  it,  rendering  it  a  piece  of  land 
almoft  fundered  or  feparated  from  the  main  land. 
It  is  twenty-four  miles  fouth  of  Stockton;  ten 
eaft-fouth-eaft  of  Nevvcaftle  ;  twelve  north  by  eaft 
of  Durham  ;  and  264  north  of  London.  It  is  a 
well-built,  populous  fea-port  town,  but  mufthave 
been  of  fmall  note  in  the  time  of  Camden,  fince 
he  takes  no  notice  of  it.  It  has,  however,  a  fine 
church,  which  its  late  redlor,  the  reverend  Mr. 
Newcomb,  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  income 
in  beautifying  and  adorning.  He  began  by  build- 
ing a  dome  adjoining  to  the  eaft  end,  into  which 
he  removed  the  altar,  placing  it  under  a  canopy 
of  inlaid  work,  fupported  in  front  by  two  fluted 
columns  of  the  Corinthian  order  ;  but  this  gentle- 
man died  before  he  had  finiftied  all  his  intended 
improvements,  on  the  5th  of  January  1738.  It 
is  a  borough  and  a  fea-port,  but  fends  no  members 
to  parliament.  Its  chief  dependance  is  on  the 
coal  trade,  from  which  the  inhabitants  derive 
great  wealth.     The  coal   of  this  place  is  fo  re- 
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niarkable  for  burning  flaw,  that  it  is  faid  tomak€ 
three  fires.  The  port  was  formerly  fo  fhallow, 
that  fliips  were  obliged  to  take  in  their  lading  in 
the  open  road,  which  was  fometimes  attended  with 
very  ^reat  danger  to  the  keel  men,  who  bring  the 
coals  down  to  the  fiiips  ;  on  this  account,  the  vef- 
fels  which  loaded  here,  were  ufually  fmaller  than 
in  the  neighbouring  ports  \  but  as  they  ride  in  the 
.open  fea,  they  no  fooner  get  in  their  lading  than 
they  are  ready  to  fail,  which  is  a  confiderable  ad- 
vantage, as  they  have  been  known  to  fteer  from 
thence,  to  deliver  their  coals  at  London,  to  beat 
up  again  ft  the  wind  in  their  return,  and  to  get 
back,  before  the  fhips  at  Sheals,  which  were  load- 
ed before  them,  had  been  able  to  get  over  the  bar. 

This  town  is  much  improved  and  encreafed 
within  thefe  fifty  years.  The  principal  ftrcet  is  of 
great  length,  and  of  confiderable  breadth,  paral- 
lel to  which  runs  another  but  narrower,  befides  a 
great  number  of  others.  The  town,  with  the  ad- 
jacent hamlets  of  Bifhop-Weremouth,  Bifnop- 
Weremouth  Salt-pans,  Monk-Weremouth,  and 
the  North  Shore  fide,  contain  about  20,000  inha- 
bitants. Thofe  who  are  delighted  with  fea-prof- 
pe(S!:s,  may  here  fee  tv/enty  or  thirty  fail  of  fhips 
coming  in  with  a  flowing  tide,  from  the  coaftiiig 
and  foreign  ports,  fifteen  or  tv/enty  going  out  on 
their  refpective  voyages,  and  thirty  or  forty  fail  at 
anchor  in  the  road,  taking  in  their  cargoes.  A 
bathing-houfe,  like  thofe  at  Scarborough,  has  been 
erected  here,  and  a  tafie  for  politenefs  and  ele- 
gance has  been  introduced  into  the  town.  Here 
I3  a  very  fine  pier,  which  affords  a  pleafant  walk, 
as  well  as  fheiter  for  the  fhips,  and  is  faid  to  have 
covt  about  19,0001.  l^hey  have  alfo  deepened  the 
fouth  channel,  by  taking  up  part  of  the  rock. 

So  great  is  the  trade  of  Sunderlalid,  that  in 
1753,    there  belonged  to   jthis  port  alone  aboftt 
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190  flilps,  which  are  chiefly  loaded  with  coals,  the 
ftaple  commodity  of  the  place,  and  the  produce 
of  the  adjacent  country,  whence  many  people  are 
employed,  and  great  iums  brought  in.  In  the 
fummer  feafon,  there  are  about  re, 000  tons  of  lime 
and  lime-ftone,  carried  from  this  river,  in  fmall 
floops  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  tons.  It  is  faid 
that  there  were  loaded  at  this  port  in  1748,  2497 
fail  of  jQiips.  And  there  were  loaded  at  the  port 
of  Sunderland,  in  the  year  1752,  befides  the  fraall 
floops  already  mentioned, 

.    Coafters  T.  Ports  Total 

r  Lady -day     370  15            385 

•    ^,            ^     ,.         .  jMidfura.    1^05  64,          1367 

In  the  quarter  eliding  at  ^j^^j^,^^^!^    izyt  s]        133^ 

(^  Chiiftm*      480         29  509 

34^4       173  3597 

This  account  is  exaflly  tranfcribed  from  the 
cuftom-houfe  books  of  that  year,  and  many  of 
thefe  ftiips  were  from  100  to  500  tons  burthen. 
The  amount  of  the  duties  of  goods  exported  and 
imported,  from  and  to  foreign  parts,  communihus 
annis^  is  about  10,000  1.  And  as  it  is  computed, 
that  about  260,000 1.  Winchefter  chaldrons  of 
coals  are  carried  coaftways,  whereon  there  is  a 
duty  of  5  s.  a  chaldron  on  delivery,  amounting  to 
65,0001.  the  whole  revenue  arifmg  to  the  crown 
from  the  im.ports,  exports,  and  produce  of  Sun- 
derland, may  be  reckoned  about  75,000  I.  per  an- 
num, fo  that  pofiibly,  with  refpecl  to  the  duty 
arifmg  from  it,  it  may  be  the  fixth,  or  at  leaft  the 
feventh  port  in  the  kingdom. 

Hylton  Castle,  fo  called  from  its  ancient- 
ly belonging  to  the  family  of  the   Hyltons,.  v/ho 
were  barons,  of  this  realm,  and  had  their  refidence 
here,  is  featcd  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Were; 
Vol.  III.  M  and 
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and  in  the  reign  of  king  Athelfton,  was  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  Sir  William  Hylton,  Knt.  whofefon, 
Adam  Hvlton,  gave  to  the  monaftery  of  Hartle- 
pool a  crucifix  of  filver,  of  twenty-five  ounces 
weight,  and  caufed  his  arms  to  be  engraved  on  it, 
as  alfo  on  the  gate.  He  likewife  gave  the  faid 
monaftery  a  cope  and  veftments,  with  filver  to 
make  a  cenfor.  This  caftle  ftill  belongs  to  the 
family  of  the  Hyltons,  and  is  a  fuperb  ftru<5lure, 
adorned  with  turrets,  on  which  ftatues  are  placed. 
Over  the  principal  gate,  which  feems  to  be 
the  moft  antique  part  of  the  building,  are  feveral 
coats  of  arms,  the  uppermoft  of  which  are  thofe 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  royal  family.  The 
other  parts,  over  which  there  are  no  turrets,  feem, 
from  the  regularity  of  the  windows,  to  be  of  a 
more  modern  date.  Of  this  ftrudure  we  have 
given  a  very  exa6l  view. 

Seven  miles  to  the  north  of  Sunderland,  a«d 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Tine,  is  South  Shiels, 
which  we  have  already  mentioned,  in  treating  of 
the  produce  of  this  county,  as  remarkable  for  its 
falt-works.  Some  years  ago  was  dug  up,  in  this 
place,  a  large  Roman  altar,  of  an  entire  coarfe 
rag-ftone,  four  feet  high,  the  front  of  which  had 
the  following  infcription. 
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reads 

Dis  Matribus  pra  fa- 

jj  lute  imperatoris  Marcl  Au- 

relii  Antonini  Augufti  pii  fe- 

licis lubens  merito  ob 

reditum.  This  altar  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  erected' 
upon  Caracalla's  return  from 
his  expedition  againft  the 
Scots  :  on  one  fide  was  cut, 
in  baflb  relievo,  a  knife,  and 
the  ax  ufed  in  facrlfice ; 
on  the  other,  an  ewer,  and 
a  ladle  ;  and  on  the  backfide, 
a  flower  pot. 

Near  Whitborn  Le- 
SARD,  a  fmall  town  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Tine, 
a  great  number  of  copper 
coins  were  dug  up  fome  years  ago,  moft  of 
which  were  of  Conftantine,  with  the  fun  on  the 
reverfe,  and  the  words  soli  in  victo  comiti.  Two 
were  of  the  emperor  Licinius,  two  of  Maximia- 
nus,  and  one  of  Maxentius,  having  the  words 
coNSERVATORi  VRBis,  and  a  triumphal  arch 
on  the  reverfe. 

About  a  mile  weft  of  Shiels  is  Yarrow,  a  vil- 
lage, near  which  were  two  monafteries  of  Monks, 
placed  there  by  Benedia  himfelf,  who  gave  them 
their  orders  and  rules  of  living,  whence  they  were 
called  Benediaines.  He  was  an  Englifhman,  and 
fo  remarkable  for  his  fandity,  that  Egfrid,  king 
of  the  Northumbrians,  in  the  year  674,  gave  land 
lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Were,  for  the 
building  a  monaftery  to  St.  Peter  at  Weremouth, 
9nd  other  lands  at  a  place  called  Girwy,  not  far 
xiiftant,;for  another  monaftery,  to  the  honour  of  St. 
Paul  In  this  laft,  now  called  Yarrow,  are  the 
M  2  ruins 
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ruins  of  old  walls ;  but  the  church  Is  a  handfome 
ftru(Slure,  flill  entire,  and  made  ufe  of  for  divine 
fervice.  On  one  of  the  walls  of  this  edifice  is  the 
following  Latin  infcription. 

DEDICATIO  BASILICAE  SCI  PAULI  Villi  KL  :  MAI 
ANNO  XVI  ECFRIDI  REG  CEOLFRIDI  ABB! 
EIVSDEM  Q^  ECCLES  *.  DEO  AVCTORE  CONDI- 
TORIS  ANNO  nil. 

In  this  infcription  the  learned  Dr.  Gibfon  ob- 
ferve%  the  xvi.  fhould  be  xv.  for  king  Egfrid 
reigned  only  fifteen  years.  It  muft  be  obferved, 
that  the  great  churches  were  called  Bafilicae,  be- 
caufe  the  Bafilicae  of  the  Gentiles,  which  were 
flately  edifices,  in  which  the  magiftrates  held  their 
courts  of  juflice,  were,  on  the  fpreading  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  converted  into  churches.  It  ought  not 
to  be  inferred  from  this  infcription,  that  Ceolfrid 
was  the  founder  of  this  monaftery  ;  fince  it  ap- 
pears from  Bede's  account,  that  he  was  only  con- 
ftituted  firfl:  abbot  of  the  place  by  Benedidus  Bif- 
copius,  who  fent  him  hither  from  Weremouth, 
■with  a  colony  of  about  feventeen  monks.  The 
monaftery  was  valued,  at  the  fuppreilion,  at  40  1. 
a  year. 

Beda,  or  Bede,  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Venerable  Bede^  an  Englifh  IVlonk  of  the  fe- 
venth  and  eighth  centuries,  was  born  at  Were- 
mouth, or  Yarrow,  in  the  year  672  or  673.  At 
the  age  of  feven  he  was  brought  to  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Peter,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  abbot 
Bcnedift,  under  whom,  and  his  fuccelTor  Ceolfrid, 
he  was  carefully  inftru£l:ed  in  the  learning  of  the 
times  ;  in  whicli  he  made  fuch  a  rapid  progrefs, 
that  he  foon  outfnone  all  his  cotemporaries.  He 
was  the  author  of  feveral  works,  particularly  of 
an  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  England,  which,  as 
welj  as  all  his  other  tracts,  he  compofcd  in  La- 
tin, 
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tin,  and  which  is  faid  to  have  been  tranflated  in- 
to Englifh  or  Saxon,  by  king  Alfred  the  Great. 
Such  was  the  fame  of  this  great  man,  that  the  Ita- 
lians and  the  Scots,  in  their  turn,  have  feverally 
contended  for  the  honour  of  his  birth  ;  but  their 
pretenfions  are  confidered,  by  the  moft  judicious 
antiquarians,  as  altogether  groundlefs.  He  died' 
of  a  confumption  at  the  monadery  of  St.  Pc-ter,  on 
the  26th  day  of  May,  735. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  county,  where,  by  the  road  from  York,  you 
enter  it  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  Darlington. 
This  place  is  feated  on  the  river  Skern,  which 
falls  into  the  Tees,  and  is  a  pretty  large  town, 
nineteen  miles  fouth  of  Durham,  fifty-one  north 
by  v/eft  of  York,  and  243  on  the  fame  point  from 
London.  This  was  one  of  the  four  ward  towns 
in  this  county,  and  confifts  of  feveral  ftreets,  v/hich 
not  being  paved,  are  very  dirty  in  vi'inter.  It  has 
a  fpacious  market-place,  a  handfome  church, 
which  has  a  lofty  fpire,  and  a  free-fchool.  It  is 
a  poft-town,  and  a  great  thoroughfare  in  the  road 
from  London  to  Berwick  ;  and  is  the  moft  confi- 
derable  place  in  the  north  of  England,  for  the  li- 
nen manufadlure,  particularly  the  fort  called 
Huckabacks,  ufed  for  table-cloths  and  napkins, 
great  quantities  of  which  are  fent  from  hence  to 
London  and  other  places  ;  fome  other  fpecies  of 
fine  cloth  are  alfo  made  here  ;  and  the  water  of 
the  Skern  is  fo  famous  for  bleaching,  that  linen 
is  fent  from  Scotland  to  this  town  to  be  bleached. 
Here  was  a  collegiate  church  founded  by  bifhop 
Hugh,  for  a  dean  and  three  prebendaries  ;  and 
dedicated  to  St.  Cuthbert,  which,  at  the  difiblu- 
tion,  was  valued  at  51  1.  8  s.  4d.  per  annum. 
Darlington  has  a  market  on  Mondays,  for  cattle, 
corn,  and  all  forts  of  provifions  ;  v/ith  four  fairs, 
namely,  on  Eafter-Monday,  Whitfun-Monday, 
M  3  Monday 
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Monday  fortnight  after  Whitfon- Monday,  and 
November  22,  for  horned  cattle,  horfes  and  fheep. 
At  Oxenhail,  near  Darlington,  are  three  famous 
pits,  called  by  the  inhabitants,  Hell-Kettles,  which 
the  common  people  think  to  be  bottomlefs.  Some 
have  thought  that  they  were  occafioned  by  an 
earthquake,  an  opinion  which  is  countenanced  by 
an  ancient  book,  called  the  Chronicle  of  Tin- 
rnouth,  v/hich  fays,  that  in  the  year  1179,  upon 
Chriitmas-day,  at  Oxenhail,  in  the  outfields  of 
Darlington,  the  earth  rofe  up  to  a  great  height, 
in  the  manner  of  a  lofty  tower;  and  in  this  ftate 
continued  till  the  evening,  when  finking  down, 
with  a  horrid  noife,  it  was  fwallowed  up,  and  left 
a  pit  full  of  water,  that  has  continued  ever  fince. 
Other?,  however,  with  greater  probability,  take 
them  to  be  old  coal-pits,  that  were  formerly 
drowned.  The  water  is  not  hot,  as  hath  been 
often  aiferted,  but  is  cold  up  to  the  very  brim, 
and  is  of  a  different  kind  from  that  of  the  river 
Tees,  as  it  curdles  milk,  and  will  not  lather  with 

that  they  have  been  found,  upon  trial,  to  be  no 
more  than  about  thirty  yards  deep. 

Presbrigg,  or  Persebridge,  a  village  upon 
the  Tees,  to  the  weft  of  Darlington,  do6lor  Gib- 
fon  fuppofes  to  have  been  originally  called  Prieft- 
bridge,  either  from  two  neighbouring  priefts,  who 
here  built  a  ftone-bridge  over  the  river,  inftead 
of  a  wooden  one,  which  they  found  here,  or  from 
the  priefts  appointed  to  officiate  in  a  chapel,  the 
ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen  near  the  bridge. 
Some  time  ago  was  dug  up  here  a  Roman  altar; 
and  feveral  urns,  coins,  and  other  antiquities,  have 
been  found  in  Its  neighbourhood. 

Ten  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Darlington  is  Stain- 
drop,  or  Stainthorp,  a  fmall  town,  fixteen 
miles  fouth  by  well  of  Durham,  and  237  north- 
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Xvefl  of  London.  Here  was  a  collegiate  church 
founded  by  Ralph  Nevil,  earl  of  Weftmoreland, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth^  for  one  mafter 
or  warden,  fix  priefts,  fix  clerks,  fix  decayed  gen- 
tlemen, fix  poor  officers,  and  other  poor  men  ;  it 
was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  endowed, 
at  the  diiTolution,  with  the  annual  revenue  of- 
170I.  4s.  6d.  The  town,  which  is  fcated  on 
the  river  Tees,  has  a  market  on  Saturdays,  but 
no  fairs. 

Near  this  town,  is  Raby  Caftle,  which  was  burlt 
by  the  Nevils,  the  ancient  lords  of  this  place,  and 
given  by  king  Canute,  with  the  lands  about 
it,  to  the  church  of  Durham,  but  was  held  by  the 
Nevils  of  the  faid  church,  for  the  annual  rent  of 
four  pounds  and  a  flag  ;  and  this  family  made  it 
their  principal  feat  for  many  fucceeding  ages. 
From  them  defcended  the  famous  Sir  Thomas 
Wentworth,  who,  for  his  great  merit,  was  creat- 
ed baron  Wentworth,  of  Wentworth  Wood- 
Houfe,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  by  king  Charles 
the  Firft,  baron  Raby,  vifcount  Wentworth,  and 
carl  of  Strafford.  This  caftle  is  now  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  right  honourable  the  lord  Bernard, 
and  is  an  extenfive  noble  flrudlure,  of  which  we 
have  given  the  reader  a  view  in  the  annexed  plate; 
it  feems  to  have  been  built  at  feveral  times,  there 
being  little  uniformity  between  the  feveral  parts. 

From  hence  the  road  runs  north-eafl  to  Bi- 
shop's AuKLAND,  a  town  pleafantly  feated  on 
the  fide  of  a  hill,  between  the  river  Were, 
and  the  rivulet  Gaunlefs,  ten  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  Stainthorp,  and  about  the  fame  diftance 
to  the  fouth  of  Durham.  It  has  a  flone  bridge 
over  the  Were ;  the  houfes  are  handfome,  and  it 
is  reckoned  one  of  the  beft  towns  in  the  whole 
county.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Andrew,  and  was  formerly  collegiate,  is  now  a 
M  4  neat 
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neat  ftru6lure  :  here  is  a  magnificent  palace  or  feat 
of  the  bifhop  of  Durham,  which  was  originally 
built  by  Anthony  Beck,  bifliop  of  this  fee,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edv/ard  the  Firft,  who  placed  in  it 
a  dean  and  prebendaries,  to  whom  he  allowed  the 
large  quadrangle  for  their  habitation.  Walter 
Skirlaw,  Laurence  Booth,  and  Thomas  Ruthal, 
the  fucceeding  bifhops,  made  fuch  confiderable 
additions  to  it,  as  to  render  it  a  moft  beautiful  and 
flately  ftruclure  :  but  in  the  civil  war  of  1641,  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig,  Bart,  a 
commander  in  the  parliament  army,  who  pulling 
moft  of  it  dov/n,  built  a  new  houfe  with  the  ma- 
terials. Upon  the  reftoration,  ic  came  into  the 
hands  of  biftiop  Cofin,  who  pulled  down  the 
houfe  built  by  Haflerig,  and  added  a  large  apart- 
ment to  what  remained  of  the  old  building.  He 
alio  ere£led  a  chapel  in  it  in  16&5,  where  he  lies 
interred,  from  which  time  it  has  been  called  Bi- 
ihop's  Aukland.  The  fame  prelate  likewife  found- 
ed and  endowed  here  an  hofpital  for  two  married 
men,  and  two  married  wornen.  The  manor  of 
this  town  belongs  to  the  bifhop.  It  has  a  market 
onThurfdays,  and  three  fairs,  namely,  on  Holy- 
Thurfday,  the  21ft  of  June,  and  the  Thurfday 
before  the  icth  of  O6tober,  for  cattle  and  fheep. 
From  hence  the  road  extends  north-eaftward  to 
Durham,  which  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Dun- 
holme,  a  word  compounded  of  Dun,  a  hill,  and 
Holme,  an  ifland  in  a  river ;  it  being  feated  on  a 
a  hill,  and  almoft  furrounded  by  the  river  Were. 
The  name  of  Dunholme  was  afterwards  changed 
by  the  Normans,  into  Durefme,  from  whence 
arofe  the  prefent  name  Durham.  It  is  fituated 
fourteen  miles  fouth  of  Nevvcaftle,  feventy  north 
of  York,  and  262  to  the  northward  cf  London, 
Its  fituation  is  pleafant  and  healthy,  and  the 
country  in  which  it  ftands,  fo  plentiful,  that  it 

is 
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is  much  frequented  by  the  neighbouring  gentry. 
It  is  encompalTed  by  a  wall,  and  defended  by  a  caf- 
tle,  which  is  the  biiliop's  palace.  This  caftle  was 
built  by  VVilliamthe  Conqueror,  when  he  fent  his 
brother  Odo  to  revenge  the  death  of  bifhop  Wal- 
cher  upon  the  Northumbrians,  who  had  killed 
him,  that  it  might  be  a  curb  upon  the  north.  Bi-  ' 
ihop  Flambard  pulled  down  ail  the  houfes  on  the 
plain  adjoining;  the  calHe,  now  called  Palace  Green* 
Part  of  it  being  burnt,  it  was  repaired  by  Hugh 
Pudfey,  made  bifhop  in  1153.  Thomas  Hatfield,  in 
1345,  made  great  additions  to  this  caftle ;  as  did 
alfo  bifhop  Fox  in  1494.  Bifhop  Tonftal,  ia 
1530,  built  the  gallery  and  chapel  adjoining  to 
it,  the  iron  gate  with  the  flone  work  on  each  fide 
of  it,  and  the  water  conduit  in  the  court  of  the 
caflle :  bifhop  Neile  repaired  the  tower,  and 
the  refl  of  the  caflle,  at  the  expence  of  3000!.  Af- 
ter king  Charles's  refloration,  bifhop  Cofm  repair- 
ed the  whole  caflle,  it  being  much  in  decay,  Bi- 
fhop Crew  adorned  it,  by  putting  in  new  windows, 
enlarging  the  chapel,  and  rebuildmg  part  of  the 
tower,  that  fell  down  ;  and  the  fucceeding  bifhops 
have  farther  beautified  it,  and  made  the  lodgings 
more  convenient. 

Durham  is  about  a  mile  long,  and  a  mile  in 
breadth  ;  its  form  is  compared  to  that  of  a  crab, 
the  market  place  refembling  the  body,  and  the 
flreets  the  claws.  This  city  owes  its  origin  to 
the  monks  of  Lindisfern,  or  Holy  Ifland,  who  be- 
ing, with  Eardulphus  their  bifhop,  driven  from 
thence  by  the  Danes,  retired  firfl:  to  Chefler  in  the 
Street,  a  fmall  town  north  of  Durham,  about  the 
year  883,  carrying  with  them  the  reliques  of 
St.  Cuthbert  their  bifhop  y  and  having  continued 
there  113  years,  removed  to  this  place  about  the 
year  995,  depofiting  their  reliques  under  a  fmall 
oratory  built  with  hurdles,  or  flicks  and  twigs  wat- 
M  5  tied 
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tied  together.  At  length,  bifhop  Aldwin  built 
here  a  pretty  large  church  of  ftone  ;  and,  with 
the  affiftance  of  Uthred,  earl  of  the  Northumbri- 
ans, caufed  the  people  to  fell  and  grub  up  all  the 
trees,  in  order  to  render  the  place  habitable  ;  and 
thofe  who  performed  the  work  had  each  a  place 
for  a  houfe  afTigned  him.  The  church  was  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Cuthbert,  and  biftiop  Aldwin  trans- 
ferred the  epifcopal  fee  from  Chefter  in  the  Street 
to  Durham.  This  cathedral  William  de  Care- 
leph,  who  was  bifhop  of  Durham,  about  the  year 
1083,  pulled  down,  and  began  a  new  church  up- 
on a  larger  foundation,  which  was  finifh^d  by  his 
fuccefibrs ;  and  the  flirine  of  St.  Cuthbert  being 
placed  there,  drew  multitudes  of  all  forts  of  peo- 
ple to  pay  their  devotions  to  it,  who  bringing  a 
multitude  of  offerings,  the  church  was  fo  enrich- 
ed, that  at  length  it  became  a  flately  and  magnifi- 
cent cathedral. 

The  above  bifhop  Aldwin  had,  foon  after  the 
building  of  this  church,  fettled  in  it  a  provoft  and 
fecular  canons  ;  but  thefe  being  expelled  by  bifhop 
William  de  Careleph,  with  the  confent  of  the  pope 
and  king,  a  prior  and  convent  of  Benedictine 
monks  were  placed  in  their  flead,  who  continued 
till  the  general  difTolution,  when  the  whole  an- 
nual value  of  the  bifhopric  was  rated  at  3138L 
9s.  8d.  and  2821 1.  is.  5d.  clear,  and  the  revenues 
of  the  church  at  1366I.  10  s.  q  A.  per  annum. 

This  cathedral  is  now  dedicated  to  Chrifl  and 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  is  a  noble  pile,  411  feet 
long,  and  eighty  broad,  with  three  fpacious  ifles, 
one  in  the  middle  170  feet  long,  and  one  at  each 
end  :  the  eaflern  ifle  being  132  feet  in  length,  and 
the  weftern  100.  The  eaftern  ifle  was  formerly 
called  the  nine  altars,  becaufe  fo  many  were  erect- 
ed, ther£  being  four  in  the  north  part  of  the  ifle, 
four  in  the  fouth,  and  one  in  the  middle  j  which 
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lafl  was  dedicated  to  St.  Cuthbert,  the  patron  of 
the  church.  This  was  the  moft  beautiful,  and 
near  it  was  the  rich  flirine  of  that  faint.  In  the 
"weftern  ifle  was  a  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
called  Galilee.  The  whole  building  is  ftrongly 
vaulted  and  fupported  by  large  pillars.  The 
wainfcot  of  the  choir  is  well  wrought :  the  organ, 
which  is  a  fine  one,  is  very  large,  and  the  font 
of  marble.  At  the  entrance  into  the  choir  is  a 
handfome  fcreen  1 1  7  feet  long,  and  thirty-three 
broad.  Many  of  the  windows  are  very  curious, 
particularly  the  middle  window  to  the  eafl:,  which 
is  called  the  Catherine  wheel,  or  St.  Catherine's 
window,  and  comprehends  all  the  breadth  of  the 
choir,  it  being  compofed  of  twenty-four  lights: 
in  the  fouth  end  of  the  church  was  a  window  cal- 
led St.  Cuthbert*s,  in  which  was  painted  the  hifto- 
ry  of  the  life  and  miracles  of  that  faint;  and  oq 
the  north  fide  was  a  third  window,  an  which  was 
reprefented  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  whence  it  was 
called  Jofeph's  window.  In  the  chapel  called  Ga- 
lilee, the  women,  who  were  allowed  to  go  no  far- 
ther up  than  a  line  of  marble  by  the  fide  of  the 
font,  ufed  to  hear  divine  fervice;  and  it  then  con- 
tained fixteen  altars  for  the  celebration  of  the  mafs, 
but  is  now  ufed  for  holding  the  confiftory  court. 

The  chapter-houfe,  in  which  are  interred  fix- 
teen bifhops,  is  a  ftately  room,  feventy-five  feet 
long,  and  thirty-three  broad,  with  an  arched  roof 
of  ftone,  and  a  beautiful  feat  at  the  upper  end, 
for  the  infi:alment  of  the  bifhops.  The  weft  end 
of  the  church  was  adorned  with  two  handfome 
fpires,  covered  with  lead,  the  towers  of  which  are 
irill  ftanding,  and  there  is  a  lofty  tower  in  the 
middle.  The  decorations  of  this  ftrudure  are 
faidto  be  richer  than  thofe  of  any  other  church  in 
England,  it  having  fufFered  lefs  by  the  alienation 
©f  its  revenues,  than  any  other  cathedral   in   the 
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kingdom.  The  prefent  endowment  of  the  church 
was  eftablifhed  by  king  Henry  the  Eighth,  for  a 
dean,  twelve  prebendaries,  twelve  minor  canons, 
a  deacon,  fubdeacon,  fixteen  lay  finging-men, 
a  fchool  mafter,  uflier,  mafter  of  the  choriftors, 
a  divinity  reader,  eighteen  fcholars,  ten  chorif- 
ters,  eight  alms-men,'  two  vergers,  two  porters, 
two  cocks,  tv/o  butlers,  and  two  facriftans. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cathedral  is  a  fine 
cloyfter,  formerly  glazed  with  painted  glafs  :  on 
the  eaft  fide  the  chapter-houfe,  the  deanery,  and 
the  old  library  :  on  the  weft  fide  is  the  dormito- 
ry, and  under  that  are  the  treafury  and  fong-houfe: 
on  the  north  fide  is  a  large  lightfom.e  building, 
called  the  new  library,  which  was  begun  by  dean 
Sudbury,  on  the  fite  of  the  old  common  refedory 
of  a  convent. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  cathedral  is  a  quadrangu- 
lar pile  of  building,  confifting  of  houfes  for  the 
prebendaries,  inclofing  a  fpacious  court,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  which  has  either  been  new  built,  or 
very  much  improved  fmce  the  reftoration.  Upon 
the  eaii  fide,  oppofite  the  college-gate,  is  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  v/hich  are  the  offices  belonging  to  the 
county  palatine  court :  at  the  weft  end  was  the 
gueft-hall,  for  the  entertainment  of  ftrangers; 
and  near  it  the  granary  and  other  offices  of  the 
convent.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  cathedral  is 
the  college  fchool,  with  a  houfe  for  the  mafter  ; 
and  between  the  church-yard  and  what  is  termed 
the  caftle,  or  the  bifhop's  palace,  is  an  area  called 
the  Palace  green.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  cathe- 
dral is  an  hofpital  built  and  endowed  by  bifhop 
Cofin  J  and  there  are  tv/o  fchools,  one  at  each  end 
of  it,  founded  by  biiliop  Langley,  and  new  built 
by  biftiop  Ccfm.  To  the  weft  of  the  palace  green 
is  the  county-hall,  where  the  ajSizes  and  feftions 
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are  held  for  the  county  ;  and  near  it  is  a  fine  li- 
brary, built  by  do6tor  Cofin. 

Befides  the  cathedral,  there  are  here  fix  parlfh 
churches,  three  of  which  ftand  in  the  principal 
or  middle  part  of  the  city,  and  the  others  in  the 
fuburbs.  Thofe  in  the  city  are  St.  Nicholas  or 
the  city  church,  which  ftands  in  the  market-place,. 
St.  Ofwald's,  commonly  called  Elvat  church,  and 
St.  Margaret's,  called  Croflgate  church,  which  is 
a  parochial  chapel  to  St.  Ofwald's.  The  churches 
in  the  fuburbs  are  St.  Mary's  the  Great,  alfo  cal- 
led Bow  church,  becaufe,  before  it  was  rebuilt, 
its  fteeple  flood  on  an  arched  crofs  in  the  ftreet ; 
it  is  alfo  termed  North  Baily  church  :  St.  Mary's 
the  Lefs,  called  South  Baily  church,  and  St, 
Giles's,  commonly  called  Gillygate  church. 

The  other  public  buildings  of  this  city,  are  the 
Tol booth,  near  St.  Nicholas's  church,  two  ftone 
bridges  over  the  river  Were,  the  crofs  and  a  con- 
duit in  the  market  place.  This  city  is  faid  to  have 
been  firft  incorporated  by  king  Richard  the  Firft, 
and  was  anciently  governed  by  bailiffs  appointed 
by  thebifhops,  and  afterwards  by  an  alderman  and 
twelve  burgeffes.  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  a 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common-council ;  but  it 
is  now  governed  under  a  charter  procured  by  bifhop 
Crew,  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  by  twelve  al- 
dermen, a  recorder,  twelve  common-council- 
men,  a  town  clerk,  and  other  officers,  who  can 
hold  a  court-leet,  and  court-baron  within  the 
city,  in  the  name  of  the  biihop  for  the  time  be- 
ing. They  keep  alfo  a  pye-powder  court,  inftitu- 
ted  to  regulate  diforders  at  fairs.  The  market  is 
on  Saturdays,  and  there  are  three  fairs,  the  firft 
of  which  is  on  the  3ifl:  of  March,  and  continues 
three  days,  the  firft  being  for  horned  cattle,  the 
fecond  for  horned  cattle  and  fheep,  and  the  third 
for  horfes.    The  two  other  fairs  are  on  Whit- 

Tuefday, 


lyB  A  Description  of 

Tuefday,  and  September  15,  for  the  like.  The 
fairs  pay  about  20  I.  a  year  toll  to  the  bifhop,  or 
his  leflee.  The  bifhop  is  a  temporal  prince,  he 
being  earl  of  Sadberg,  a  fmall  town  near  Stock- 
ton, which  he  holds  by  barony  ;  he  is  fheriff  pa- 
ramount of  the  county,  and  appoints  his  deputy, 
who  makes  up  his  audit* to  him,  without  account- 
ing to  the  Exchequer.  He  is  alfo,  as  count  pala- 
tine, lord  of  the  city,  and  appoints  all  officers  of 
juftice,  and  other  inferior  magiftrates.  The  choice 
of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament,  is  in  the  cor- 
poration and  citizens,  who  amount  to  upwards  of 
1000. 

In  the  year  1346,  a  great  battle  was  fought  near 
this  city,  in  which  the  Scots  were  entirely  routed, 
and  David  Bruce,  their  king,  taken  prifoner. 

George  Smith,  the  eldcft  fon  of  Dr.  John 
Smith,  prebendary  of  Durham,  was  born  in  that 
city  May  7,  1693.  After  receiving  the  rudiments 
of  claflical  learning  at  Weftminiler  fchool,  he  was 
fent  to  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge,  whence 
he  foon  removed  to  the  fifter  univerfity,  where, 
in  May  r,  17 11,  he  was  entered  of  Queen's  college. 
Here  he  applied  to  his  ftudies  with  fuch  diligence 
and  fuccefs,  that,  among  feveral  other  branches 
of  learning,  he  made  himfelf  a  complete  mafter  of 
the  Saxon  language.  He  afterwards  removed  to 
the  Inner  Temple  in  London,  where  he  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  particularly  the 
more  genteel  and  hiftorical  part  of  it,  as  he  had 
no  intention  of  following  it  as  a  profeffion.  By 
the  perfuafion  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Hilkla  Bedford, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  ncnjuring  church,  in 
which  he  took  holy  orders,  and  was  appointed 
titular  biftiop  of  Durham.  He  was  the  author 
©f  feveral  learned  tracSfs,  to  which,  however,  he 
never  put  his  name.  He  fupplied  Mr.  Carte  with 
fome  valuable  materials  fox  his  hiftory  of  Eng- 
land^ 
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land  ;  and  publiflied  a  pompous  edition  of  all  the 
hiftorical  works  of  venerable  Bede.  He  died  No- 
vember 4»  175^. 

Binchefter,  a  town  upon  the  river  Were,  a  little 
to  the  fouth-weft  of  Durham,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  Vinovium  of  Antoninus,  and  the  Bino- 
vium  of  Ptolemy.  Through  it  pafled  a  military 
way,  and  here  are  ftill  vifible  the  ruins  of  walls" 
and  caftles  ;  and  a  variety  of  urns,  feals,  and 
other  antiquities  have  been  dug  up  in  this  place^ 
particularly  fome  Roman  coins,  called  Binchefter 
pennies,  and  two  altars,  one  which  is  of  this  form, 
which  Horfley  reads  thus, 
Deabus  Matribus  Quintus 
Lucius  Quinti  filius  Claudia 
[irjbu]  Quintianus  benefici- 
arius  confulis  votum  folvit 
libens  merito.  On  the  other 
altar  is  the  following  im- 
perfect infcription 

TRIE  COHORI  CARTOV 
MARTI  VICTORI  GENIO 
LOCI  ET  BONO  EVENTVI. 

Three  miles  north  of  Dur- 
ham is  Finchal  Priory, 
which  was  a  cell  to  the  mo- 
naftery  of  Durham  :  it  is  a 
folitary  place  upon  the  brink 
of  the  Were,  where  a  her- 
mit, named  Godricus  de 
Finchall  (who  in  his  youth  had  vifited  the  holy 
fepulchre)  fpent  his  old  age  in  devotion  ;  and  di- 
ed here  with  the  reputation  of  great  fandity.  Af- 
ter his  death,  Ranulphus  Flambard,  bilhop  of 
Durham,  granted  this  hermitage,  and  the  lands 
adjoining,  to  Algarus,  prior  of  Durham,  and  his 
monks,  which  Hugh  Pudfey,  his  fucceffor,  con- 
verted  into  a  priory  j  and  endowed  jt  with  cer- 
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tain  revenues  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  monks 
of  the  abbey  of  Durham,  as  the  prior  fhould  from 
time  to  time  fend  thither  in  thefervice  of  God  and 
St.  John.  It  now  belongs  to  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Durham,  and  the  ruins  of  the  walls  fhevv 
that  it  was  formerly  a  large,  magnificent  ftrudure. 
It  was  valued  at  the  diiTolution  by  Dugdale,  at  1 23], 
a  year;  but  by  Speed,  at  146  1. 

Kepar,  Keprey,  or  Kypiar,  was  an  hof- 
pital  founded  by  Ralph  Flambard,  bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, in  the  year  1 1 12,  to  the  honour  of  God  and 
St.  Giles  ;  for  the  relief  of  the  clergy  there,  and 
the  fupport  of  poor  people,  he  endowed  it,  with 
divers  lands  and  revenues.  It  was  valued,  at  the 
diflblution,  at  167  1.  a  year. 

OvETON  was  a  religious  houfe,  founded  by 
Alan  de  Wiltone,  and  by  him  endowed  with  di- 
vers lands  in  this  town  and  elfewhere,  which  were 
confirmed  by  king  John,  it  was  valued  at  the 
diflblution  at  ill.  a  year  by  Dugdale. 

Five  miles  north-wefl:  of  Durham  is  Bran- 
SPETH,  a  village,  where  there  is  a  caftle  built  by 
the  Bulmers,  a  family  of  reputation,  who  had 
their  refidence  here  forfeveral  generations,  till  the 
male  iflue  failing,  JeofFrey  Nevil  married  Emma, 
the  only  daughter  of  Bernard  dc  Bulmer,  and 
brought  the  village  and  other  great  pofTeflions  in- 
to the  family  of  the  Nevils.  Sir  Nicholas  and 
Sir  Ralph  Cole  had  their  feat  here,  and  alfo  Sir 
Henry  Bellafyfe.  It  is  a  lofty,  large  and  magni- 
ficent ftrudlure,  built  fomewhat  in  the  modern 
tafte. 

About  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Durham  is 
Sherborn,  where  there  was  an  hofr-tal,  built 
by  Hugh  Pudfey,  bifhop  of  Durham,  and  earl  of 
Northumberland,  for  fixty-five  lepers,  and  fome 
priefls.     Mr.  Camden  fays,  it  was  a  noble  hofpi- 
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tal  in  his  time  ;  and  was  valued  at  the  diflblution, 
at   135  L  a  year. 

Chester  in  the  Street, _  a  fmall  town, 
about  fix  miles  to  the  north  ot  Durham,  in  the  road 
to  Berwick,  was  called  by  the  Saxons  Goncefter. 
It  is  fuppofed  by  Camden  to  have  been  the  Ro- 
man Condercum,  a  ftation  where  the  Notitia  tells^ 
us,  the  firft  wing  of  the  Aftures  kept  garrifon ; 
others  think  this  ftation  muft  have  been  nearer 
to  the  Picls  wall,  and  therefore  fuppofe  it  to  have 
been  at  Sunderland. 

In  the  year  1057,  Egelric,  bifhop  of  Durham, 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  church  here,  in  memory 
of  his  predecefTors  the  monks  of  Lindisfern,  and 
their  bifhop  in  this  place ;  but  while  the  work 
was  carrying  on,  fo  large  a  fum  of  money  v/as  dug 
up,  fuppofed  to  have  been  buried  by  the  Romans, 
that  thinking  himfelf  fufficiently  enriched,  he  re- 
figned  his  biihopric,  and  retired  to  a  monaftery  at 
Peterborough  in  Northamptonfhire,  where  he  had 
formerly  been  abbot,  the  buildings  of  which  he 
greatly  enlarged  and  improved.  He  likewife  con- 
ftrufted  feveral  other  public  works,  as  forming 
caufeways,  and  building  bridges. 

In  the  year  1286,  Anthony  Beck,  bifhop  of 
Durham,  perceiving  the  parifh  to  be  large,  fet- 
tled in  this  church  one  dean  and  feven  prebenda- 
ries ;  and  ordered,  that  the  dean  fhould  have  the 
cure  of  fouls,  and  find  two  chaplains  to  affift  him 
therein.  He  was  alfo  to  caufe  three  chapels  of 
eafe,  to  be  ferved  with  competent  minifters  ;  and 
that  the  kvQn  prebendaries,  fhould  each  of  them 
have  a  vicar  ;  and  each  in  his  turn  govern  the 
choir.  He  alfo  endowed  the  church  with  divers 
lands  and  revenues  3  all  which  were  confirmed  by 
Edward  the  Firft. 

Nearly  oppofite  to  Chefter  in  the  Street,  but 
on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  river  Were  is  Lumley, 

a  vil- 
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2i  village  remarkable  for  its  caftle,  the  feat  of  the 
earls  of  Scarborough.  It  was  built  by  Sir  Robert 
and  Sir  Marmaduke  Lumley.  Ralph,  lord  Lum- 
ley,  obtained  leave  of  Richard  the  Second,  to 
make  a  caftle  of  this  manor-houfe.  It  ftands  in 
a  beautiful  park,  on  the  fide  of  a  rifmg  hill,  cu- 
rioufly  planted  with  trees,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
runs  the  river  Were.  In  its  prefent  ftate  it  looks 
more  like  a  modern  built  houfe  than  a  caftle,  ef- 
pecially  at  one  end,  tho*  there  are  battlements  on 
all  the  towers  and  walls  ;  but  upon  the  whole  it 
is   a  very  magnificent  ftrudure. 

Farther  to  the  north,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve 
miles  from  Durham,  is  Gateshead  ;  this  town 
in  the  time  of  the  Romans  was  called  Gabrofen- 
tum,  a  name  derived  from  two  Britifh  words,  Gaffr, 
a  goat,  and  pen,  a  head  j  the  Saxons  alfo  called 
it  Gaetflieved  j  and  the  ancient  hiftorians,  Caprae 
caput,  that  is,  Goat's-head,  a  name  which  Cam- 
den fuppofes  it  to  have  received  from  fome  neigh- 
bouring inn,  known  by  the  fign  of  a  goat's-head. . 
This  town  may  beconfidered  as  afuburb  to  New- 
caftle,  in  Northumberland,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  Tyne,  to  which  it  is  joined  by  a  ftone 
bridge,  but  there  is  an  iron  gate  in  the  middle  to 
determine  the  bounds,  becaufe  it  lies  in  a  different 
county.  When  Edward  the  Sixth  fupprelTed  the 
bifhopric  of  Durham,  he  annexed  this  place  to 
the  town  of  Newcaftle  ;  but  queen  Mary  foon  af- 
ter reftored  it  to  the  church.  It  is  thought  to  be 
more  ancient  than  Newcaftle  itfelf,  and  was  once 
the  frontier  garrifon,  againft  the  Scots  and  PicSts. 

We  {hall  now  again  turn  back  to  the  fouth,  and 
entering  this  county  by  the  road  which  leads  from 
Richmond  in  Yorkfhire,  come  to  Bernard 
Castle,  which  takes  its  name  from  Bernard  Ba- 
liol,  the  great  grandfather  of  John  Baliol 5  king  of 
the  Scots,  who  built  it.     He  left  it  to  his  great 

grandfon. 
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^randfon,  whom  king  Edward  having  ralfed  to 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  obliged  by  oath  to  hold 
it  as  a  dependance  upon  the  kings^  of  England  j 
but  John  falling  from  his  allegiance,  king  Ed- 
ward deprived  him  of  this  and  his  other  pofTeffions 
in  England,  which  ufually  had  fallen  to  the  bi- 
ihop  of  this  fee  j  but  the  king  being  difpleafed 
with  the  then  bifliop,  Anthony  Beck  gave  this 
caftle,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  to  Guido  Beau- 
champ,  earl  of  Warwick  :  but  in  the  next  reign 
Ludovicus  Beaumont,  bifhop  of  Durham,  reco- 
vered it  by  law.  Sir  George  Bowes,  and  Robert 
his  brother,  'i^ravely  defended  this  caftle  againft 
the  earls  of  Northumberland  and  Weftmoreland, 
in  the  rebellion  againft  queen  Elizabeth,  v/ho, 
after  eleven  days  attack,  were  forced  to  give  them 
honourable  terms  to  furrender. 

It  is  nov/  in  the  pofTefTion  of  Gilbert  Lord  Ber- 
nard, of  Bernard  caftle,  and  by  the  ruins,  of  which 
we  have  here  given  a  view,  it  appears  to  have 
been  of  very  large  extent,  for  a  good  part  of  the 
walls  are  ftill  remaining,  efpecially  at  one  end, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  part. 

Bernard  Caftle  is  now  a  little  market  town,  In- 
difterently  well  built ;  it  is  feated  in  a  bottom,  thir- 
teen miles  north-eaft  of  Richmond  in  Yorkftiire, 
and  has  been  chiefly  of  note  for  ftockings  and  bri- 
dles. It  confifts  of  one  ftreet,  about  half  a  mile 
in  length,  and  there  are  feveral  lanes  that  branch 
out  from  it.  Formerly  there  was  a  college  erect- 
ed in  the  caftle,  by  Richard  duke  of  Gloucefter, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Fourth;  it  confifted  of 
cne  dean,  twelve  chaplains,  ten  clerks,  and  fij; 
chorifters,  as  alfo  of  another  clerk,  whom  he  in-i 
corporated  by  the  name  of  the  dean  and  chap- 
lains of  the  college  of  Richard  duke  of  Gloucefterj, 
of  Bernard  Caftle,  with  the  privilege  of  purcha- 
sing lands  i  and  In  the  fame  reign,  there  was  aa 
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hofpital  founded  here  for  a  mafter  and  three  poor 
women.  It  has  a  market  on  Wednefdays,  and  three 
fairs,  on  Eafter-Monday,  Wedncfday  in  Whit- 
fun  week,  and  on  July  25,  for  cattle,  horfes  and 
fiieep. 

John  Baliol,  founder  of  Baliol-college  in  Ox- 
ford, was  born  at  Bernard's  caftle.  He  married 
Dervorgille,  one  of  the  three  daughters,  and  co- 
heirelles  of  Alan,  of  Galloway,  a  great  baron 
of  Scotland,  by  Margaret,  the  eldeil:  fifter  of 
John  Scot,  the  laft  earl  of  Chefter,  and  one  of 
the  heirs  to  David,  fome  time  earl  of  Hunting- 
don ;  and  it  was  in  confequence  of  this  connec- 
tion, that  his  fon  John,  afterwards  afcended  the 
throne  of  Scotland.  In  1263,  he  began  the  foun- 
dation of  Baliol-college,  v/hich  was  completed  by 
his  v/idow,  and  other  benefadors.  He  died  in  1269. 

Three  miles  to  the  northward  of  Bernard  caf- 
tle is  Marwocd,  a  tov/n  feated  on  the  river 
Tees,  which  has  a  manufactory  of  {lockings  ;  but 
has  nothing  remarkable,  except  its  park,  which. 
extends  from  this  towm  to  Bernard  caftle. 

About  four  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Bernard 
caftle,  and  two  miles  weft  of  the  road  to  Walfmg- 
ham,  is  Egleston,  where  Conan,  earl  of  Briton 
and  Richmond,  built  a  monaftery  for  canons  re- 
gular of  St.  Auftin  \  and  having  endowed  it  with 
fufficient  revenues,  dedicated  it  to  God,  St.  Ma- 
ry, and  St.  John  Baptift.  In  the  year  1273,  John, 
duke  of  Briton,  and  earl  of  Richmond,  covenant- 
ed with  the  abbot  and  canons  of  this  houfe  to 
find  fix  chaplains,  to  fay  fix  mafles  daily  in  his 
caftle  of  Richmond  for  ever  ;  in  confideration 
thereof,  the  faid  earl  granted  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Eglefton  divers  lands  and  pofleflions, 
and  an  apartment  in  his  caftle,  for  the  habitation 
of  the  faid  fix  chaplains.  This  monaftery  is  nov/ 
demolifhed,  but  at  what  time  hiftorians  do  not  fay. 
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Sixteen  miles  north  of  Bernard  caftle,  is  Wal- 
SiNGHAM;  which  is  fituated  on  the  river  Were, 
in  the  road  from  Bernard  to  Carliflc-,  twenty-four 
miles  fouth  by  eaft  of  Hexham  in  Northumber- 
land, and  231  north  by  weft  of  London.  It  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  bifhop  of  Durham,  and 
when  he  went  a  hunting,  the  inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  fet  up  a  field-houfe  or  tent,  and  alfo  to 
furnifli  him  with  dogs  and  horfes.  The  neigh- 
bouring country  abounds  with  lead  and  coal-mines. 
It  has  two  fairs,  namely,  on  the  i8th  of  May, 
and  the  21ft  of  September,  for  linen  cloth. 

Five  miles  to  the  weft  of  Walfmgham  is  Stan- 
hope, a  town  that  formerly  had  a  market,  which 
is  now  difufed,  nor  has  it  any  fairs.  It  is  not  re- 
markable for  any  thing  but  its  park.  Near  this 
place  king  Edward  the  Third  encamped,  and  be- 
fieged  the  Scots,  who  had  fortified  themfelves  in 
the  Park  ;  when  being  in  his  tent,  he  narrowly 
efcaped  being  aflafTinated  by  James  Douglafs,  a. 
Scot  ;  but  was  faved  by  one  of  his  chaplains,  who 
joft  his  life  in  his  defence. 

Returning  back  to  "VValfingham,  and  proceed- 
ing eaftward  from  thence  to  the  road  which  leads 
from  Bifhop's  Aukland  to  Ebchefter,  we  meet  with 
L ANCHESTER,  z  village,  with  a  handfome  church, 
feated  upon  the  Roman  highway,  called  Watling- 
Street.  It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  the  Glano- 
venta  of  Antoninus,  and  by  others  the  Roman 
Longovicum.  Many  curious  infcriptions  have 
been  dug  up  here,  and  among  the  reft  a  plate  of 
gold,  which  Dr.  Hunter  fuppofes  to  have  been  af- 
Hxed  to  the  face  of  an  altar.  It  is  very  thin,  and 
weighs  juft  two  guineas,  the  letters  being  formed 
by  an  imprefTion  made  on  the  inner  fide,  and  are 
by  Horfley  read,  Marti  Augufti  Aufidius  Aufidia- 
nus  dedicat.  Among  the  other  infcriptions  is  a 
ilgne,    on   which  a  corona  is  fupported  by  tv/o 
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winged  victories,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
adt  reprefentation. 


The  infcription  is  fuppofed  to  fignify  Legio  vicef- 
fima  Valens  vidlrix  fecit.  The  boar  underneath 
may  imply,  that  it  was  ere£led  after  fome  vi£lory 
obtained  by  that  legion  over  the  Caledonians. 

Lanchefter  appears,  by  the  many  ruins  found 
there,  to  have  been  fortified  with  a  ftrong  wall  of 
great  breadth,  and  to  have  been  adorned  with  tem- 
ples, palaces,  and  other  public  buildings.  Not 
many  years  fmce,  an  aquedu61:,  which  filled  the 
baths  and  ditches,  was  difcovered  in  ploughing. 
Here  was  alfo  a  collegiate  church  for  a  dean  and 
feven  prebendaries,  founded  by  Anthony  Beck, 
bifliop  of  Durham,  in  the  year  1283,  and  valued, 
upon  the  diflblution,  at  49  1.   3  s.  4  d.  a  year. 

Eechester  is  a  village  feated  on  the  extremity 
of  the  county,  on  a  fmall  river  called  the  Dar- 
went,  which  runs  into  the  Tyne.  It  derives  its 
name  from  Ebba,  a  Saxon  faint,  the  daughter  of 
Ethelfrid,  who  lived  here  about  the  year  630,  and 
was  in  fuch  repute  for  her  piety,  that  flie  was  ca* 
nonized,  and  had  feveral  churches  dedicated  tQ 
her.  St.  Ebba  built  a  monaftery  here  before  the 
year  660,  which  was  afterv^'ards  deftroyed  by  the 
Danes,     Here  were  difcovered,  not  many  years 

ago. 
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ago,  the  traces  of  a  Roman  flation,  about  200 
yards  fquare,  with  large  fuburbs,  where  a  variety 
of  ancient  remains  have  been  fmce  dug  up  ;  among 
■which  is  an  altar,  and  an  urn,  in  which  is  a  cup. 
Horfley  fuppofes  Ebchefter  to  be  the  Vindomora 
of  the  Romans.  That  the  church,  with  part 
of  the  town,  fland  within  the  old  ftation,  the 
ramparts  of  which  are  ftiil  vifible,  and  that  a  mi- 
litary way  pafTes  by  this  town  to  Corbridge,  and 
fo  to  Scotland. 

The  inhabitants  affirm,  that  there  have  been 
two  or  three  loads  of  burnt  afhes  found  here,  with 
fome  large  bones  and  teeth.  In  the  year  1728,  a 
countryman,  who  was  ploughing  within  a  mile 
of  this  ftation,  fixed  his  plough  upon  fomething 
which  he  could  not  move  j  and  upon  opening  the 
earth  difcovered  an  oblong  fquare  ftone,  which, 
with  more  afliftance,  he  took  up.  Under  it  was 
found  a  cavity  compofed  of  fix  eredl  ftones,  with 
the  interftices  walled  up  j  and  within  it  an  urn  a- 
bout  eight  inches  high.  About  a  Roman  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  fouth,  was  alfo  difcovered  the 
foundation  of  a  fquare  watch  tower,  fix  or  eight 
ya'-ds  to  the  weft  of  the  military  way. 

This  county  has  produced  the  follov/ing  great 
men  ;  befides  thofe  we  have  mentioned  in  defcrib- 
ing  fome  of  the  principal  places,  it  contains. 

Thomas  Jackfon,  a  learned  divine  of  the  laft 
century,  was  born  of  a  good  family,  at  Witton 
in  this  county,  December  21,  1679.  Having 
finiftied  his  ftudies  at  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
where  he  took  his  degrees  in  arts  and  divinity,  he 
became  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  Newcaftle,  chap- 
lain in  ordinary  to  his  majefty,  prebendary  of 
Winchefter,  and  dean  of  Peterborough  ;  but  this 
laft  dignity  he  did  not  enjoy  full  two  years  ;  for 
he  died  on  the  21ft  of  September  164c.  Hi-s 
works  are  numerous,  and  entirely  theological.  His 
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Commentary   on    the   Apoftles    Creed  ia  the   moll 
cfteemed . 

John  Lilburne,  was  born  In  1618,  at  Thlck- 
ney  Puncharden,  in  this  county,  and  was  ren- 
dered famous  by  the  feverity  with  which  he  was 
treated  for  his  writings ;  for  publifhing  feveral 
pieces  deemed  libels  ;  he  was,  by  a  fentence  of 
the  ftar-chamber,  not  only  committed  prifoner  to 
the  Fleet,  butwhipt  at  the  cart's-tail  from  thence 
to  Weftminfter,  fet  in  the  pillory  for  two  hours  at 
Old-Palace-Yard,  and  upon  his  addrefling  his  com- 
plaints to  the  people,  a  gag  was  put  into  his 
mouth.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he 
was  appointed  a  captain  in  the  parliamentary  army; 
and  being  taken  prifoner  at  Brentford  in  1642,  was 
carried  to  Oxford,  and  arraigned  as  a  traitor,  but 
was  afterwards  difcharged.  He  was  then  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  but  he  refign- 
ed  his  command.  Having  thus  broke  off  all  con- 
rie6lions  with  the  ruling  powers,  he  employed  him- 
felf  wholly  in  writing  and  fpeaking  againft  them. 
He  now  rejedled  the  moft  tempting  offers  that 
were  made  him  by  Cromwell,  whom  he  attacked 
in  the  very  plenitude  of  his  power.  Nor  could 
he  be  intimidated  by  the  loudeft  threats,  or  the 
moft  fevere  punifhments.  Twice  was  he  thrown 
into  the  tower,  and  twice  tried  for  high  treafon, 
but  as  often  acquitted.  He  was  after v/ards  con- 
demned in  a  line  of  feven  thoufand  pounds,  and 
banifhed  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  which,  however, 
he  afterwards  returned,  and  fettled  at  Eltham  in 
Kent,  where  he  died  Auguft  29,   1657. 


End  of  the  Third  Volume, 


